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SEURS/GEGRSRRE 


Mr. Garthwait, 


AVING in my hands a Pratticat 
Treatiſe concerning The Cauſes of the 
| Decay of Ghriftian Piety (o viſible in this 
our Ape; written by the Excellent Author of 
The WHOLE DUTY OF eMAN: and 
having obtain'd permiſſion to make it publick, I 
was in ſome douke whether the preſent diſturb'd 
State of affairs, would not make it reaſonable to 
delay the Edition : but conſidering that times of 
difficulty and trouble bring thoughts of Vertue 
into their minds,who forgot their Duty and their 
God in affluence and quiet: I am apt to think 
a Diſcourſe of this Kind ſcaſonable cnough at 
this time, -------- 

Almighty God give you ſome re- , | 
pair for your * wh great Calamity : ,— HOY 
As it was the Authors kindneſs that 
you ſhould have the offer of this Tract, what- 
ever it prove, ſo I think it willbe a little the 


more ſcaſonable, that it comes as a New-ycary 
Critr, vio 


Your very loving Friend, 


Tanuary, 1667. 
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HOUGH thu be the firft appearance thu 
Tratt has made in the world, yet its Being 
of ſomewhat a more ancient date ; it ha- 
wing received its lineaments and perfett form ſome 
years ſince : when the Author not having parttaltty 
enough to think it worthy publick view ;, haſt adjndg d 
it, if not to perpetual darkneſs, yet at leaf fo 4 long 
mdefinrte ſuſpenſion from ſeeme light. In thu inter- 
wal, 'tu more than probable ſome paſſages may have 
loſ# much of therr propriety to the mw ſtate of af- 
fairs , they having been at lapted to circumſtances 
which may ſince have received ſome change : and 
herein | muſt befpeak the Readers candor, to make 
ſuch allowances as the matter ſtall require ; of which 
yet I ſuppoſe there will not occur very many, or very 
amp: VF ant occaſions. 

BUT mould God I were to apologize for a yet fav 
greater abſurdity, that our ſcene were fo ſh1 ifted,that 
the whole d: ſign of the enſuing diſcourſe, might be- 
come one entire ampertimence,and that our more emt- 
nent conformity to the rules of our Ch riſeran mſiututs- 

i, might ſuperſede theſe difquiſition® above our fai- 
os 5 and aberrations. But alas, I find l have 
p't bt upon 4 ſubjeft not like to be out-dated ; Vice 
daily gaining not only frerath, but tmpudence: nay, 
Te 
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we are not only become witneſſes againſt our ſelves by 
declaring our Sin as Sodom, but we have forced God 
alſo to atteſt againſt us by puniſhing us in a manner no 
leſs conſpicueus and manifeſt. And ſurely then "tis 
more than time for us to take the Prophets advice, 
Hag. 1. 57. to conſider our ways, #0 reflett not only 
on thoſe robuſt, gyant-like provecations which have 
thus bid defiance to Heaven ; but alſo to ſift out thoſe 
ſecret incendiaries that have inflamed us to thu mad 
daring ; to examine what that "en, that infla- 
mable bitumen, the untemper d morter # with 
which we build our Babel , by diſcovering thoſe miſ- 
. perſmaſions and falſe confidences, wherein many of 
our other guilts are founded : in order to which thy 
ſlight Tratt offers ts feeble , yet mell meant aids ; 
being forced out of its retirement, and like Craſus 
his dumb Son, compell'd to ſpeak by impulſe of the 
preſent exigent : and how deſpicable ſoever the Mite 
contributed be im 1tſelf, yet if 1t may provoke the 
more wealthy to caft in richer gifts , it may prove no 
unprofitable agent for the Corban. Tis evident this 
is 4 ſeaſen nhich not only warrants, but exatts the 
moſt inaportunate endeavours of perſnading men to 
thoſe things that belong to their Peace. 

FOR although 'tis true, that every Fate of ſim 
ſets us alſo in a Hate of boſlility with God, yet our 
preſent condition ſeems to have advanced us beyond 
the common degrees even of that. Tis we know,high 
inſolence againſt a Prince to deſpiſe and violate his 
laws, but when to that are ſuperadded contumeltes, 
and deſion'd affronts to his perſon, this 1s ſuch an 
accumulated outrage, as mill vanquiſh the moſt 
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reſolv'd Patience. And this his appears to be our 
caſe : we have long indulg'd to our: ſelves . the 
breach of all Divine laws; gratified every. appe- 
tite, every paſſion and luft with the" forferture 
of our allegiance, and as if this woutd mot”ſerue ts 
render us rrreconcileable enough to God, ve are now 
grown to ſubjoyn malice to licentiouſneſs; projeft not 
ſo much to pleaſe our ſelves, as to diſpleaſe him; 
profeſs a contempt not only of his commands, bat him- 
Fr and ſeek no leſs . to dethrone Him, than abro- 
gate thoſe, Thus have we made it a bind of perſo- 
nal quarrel , and by thoſe impious blaſpheinies we 
daih dart againft Heaven, do as it mere dare the 
Drome Meefly to vindicate ſelf, Whether his 
great longanimity may hawe proven our He&tors 4 
fancy, that they had vapour'd Crod ( arthey are ui'd 
to do men) into a tameneſi, I ſhall not examiit* but 
his late proceedings with us ſufficiently teftifie that he 
means no longer to decline our challenge, Fe now 
appears to avow the enmity as openly as ve have 
done; and has already groen us competent eſſays, 
how feartul a thing it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God, Heb. 10.31 

'TIS true mdeed that he has formerly onw'd bis 
controverſie with our Land , and by a tong ſeries of 
great and heavy calamites atteſted hrnſelf the God 
to whom vengeance belongeth, Pſal. 94. 1. Tet 
as great Monarchs uſe to quell leſſer inſurre&ions by 
their Lieutenants, and ſabordinate Officers , but 
when the rebellion grows high and deſperate , then to 
encounter it in thetr own perſons; ſo 11 it here obſer- 
vable that God then Chaſiiſed, and tried to 
A reduce 
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reduce us by infertour infliruments, found us out Li- 
Ctors among our ſelves, and made one mans ſin the 
puniſhment of anothers: but now as if he had the 
ſame jealouſie for 64 honour which Joab had at the 
frege of Rabba for Davids, 2 Sam. 12.28. as if he 
fear'd to be rroal d in the glory of our ruine, he takes 
#5 into buy own hand, marks us out, as he did Pha- 
raoh, to be the Trophies of his own peculiar venge- 


ance, appearmg ſignally ag ainſt us in all the dreadful 


ſolemnities of an enraged enemy. 


FOR firſt,has he not as Moſes ſpeaks,Deut.32. 


41. whet by glittering Sword ? Nay, has he not 
moreover ( mm the Scripture ſtile ) made it drunk with 
bloud ? by ſweeping away multitudes of ws in 4 ra- 
ging PE STILENCE, which Marcht from one 
part of the Nation to another in 4 kind of Triumphant 
progreſs, as if it bad receiv'd the ſame mandate 
God gave Abraham, Gen. 13. 17. Ariſe, walk 
through the land, in the length thereof and in 
the breadth thereof, far unto thee will I give it. 
Whether it may not thus fatally complete uts courſe, 
notwithſtanding the halt it ſeems to make, and paſs 
from our Dan to our Beerſhcba, # & queſtion that 
can with no probability be reſoly'd in the negative ; 
for as it is not to be doubted but there were in Ju- 
dca as great finners as thoſe on whom the Tower 
of Siloam fel, Luke 13. that thoſe nho have hi- 
therto eſcaped have an equal ſbare in the provoking 
cauſe of the Fudgment : So alſaahat great un- 
ſenlibleneſs many of us ſkew of what others groan 
under, 1s 4 very ominous abode; it being not only 


> dangerous ſympromey, but a probable means of 
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drawing that calamity to our ſelves. When God 
ſees we will ſuffer nothing by way of conſent and ſym:- 
pathy with others, tis but equal we have our part in 
4 more direft and immediate infliftzon, and feel 
what we would not compaſſionate. Thucydides 
mentions it as the effett of the great Plague at 
Athens that it had extinguiſht bumanity ; brought in 
4 hind of ferity and barbarouſneſs among them, 
rendring them openty will anous to men, and blaſphe- 
mous againſt (od ; Sewr CO, n arbpuror rue 
ouSers aTapyts there was no reſtramt of law or Nal1- 
gion, one part being deſperate upon profpett of their 
danger, the other preſumptuous upon the cont empla- 
tron of their Eſcape ; and ſure if we look tmpartially, 
ours will appear to have had ſomemhat of the ſame 
operation. Thoſe compaſtons which the novelty it 
ſeems at firſt gave us to ſufferers in thu kind, ſeems 
now quite extinft;, ſo unconcernd are we grown 
to every thing that tou:hes us not m our indroidu- 
als, as if we owned no relation to the ſpecies of 
mankind, though backt alſo with that cloſer tye, 
which the ſpiritual conſanguinity has ſuperadded. 
A pregnant indication of thu may, I doubt not, be 
collefled ( as from many other ctrcumſt ances, ſo 
particularly ) from the great hafte has in many places 
been made, to lay afide thoſe publick Humiliations 
and interceſStons mhnch were recommende#1 to us'y 
as well by the command of Authority, as the com- 
mon diſtreſs; but have been caſt off nithout the 
ſubftrattion of either of thoſe motives. Whether 
we are duly mindful of the afflictions of Joſeph, 
that cannot afford one day in 4 mometh for 4 
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ſotemn reflection on them, 1 muſt leave to every mans 
conſcience to diſcuſs. But ſure we are no leſs want- 


ing to our ſelves than them in this negleft; tye office 
being no leſs deſigned for Antidote than cure, to pre- 


went the Fudg ment where it 15 not, than to remove it | 


where it #: and if we will netther deprecate on our 


own behalfs, nor intercede on others ; we are ſure as | 
smprovident, as uncharitable, and may juſily expett | 


the fatal event of both. 

I'N the imterim, although the preſent reſpite from 
defiruttion, and our own decenful hearts flatter us 
and ſay Peace, Peace; we have all reaſon to con- 
clude that God ts not attoned, the quarreb and hoſti- 
lity goes on, and hy hand is ſ{tretcht out ſtill, EC. 
5.25. And fo indeed we find it im other diſmal 
events, Slaughter we know # not the only effets of 
War ; which as it deſtroys the lives of many, blaſts 
the ſupports and Foys of more. Thus conſequence of 
boſtility we find well expreſt by the Prophet Joel 2. 3. 
The land-is as the Garden of Eden before them, 
and bchind them a deſolate wilderneſs, and here- 
in alſo hath the Lord of Hoſts, the great God of 
battel ſkewed himſclf mighty againſt us , he has m- 
vaded us not only with Sword, but FIRE: andin 
fo ſtupendious manner deſolated the glory of our 
Land, that no humane fury could have procured, 
or even have wiſht the like wvaſtation and ruimes, 


That City which was great among the Nations, | 
and Princeſs among the Provinces, Lam. x. 1. 


lies buried in her own Aſhes , and 1s both Funeral- 
pile and Urn to ber ſelf ; and what neither foreign 
ror domeſiick enemies could in 4 ſucceſſion of many 
ages 
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ages effett, one blaſt of the breath of his diſpleaſure , 

ſal.18. has performed in a moment. So verifying 
even ina literal ſenſe the Apoſtles affirmation, 
Heb. 12. 29. that our God is a conſuming fire. 
Plutarch tells us when Fabius ſacks Tarentum, 
he took not away ther Images, but ſaid, aTro).arouty 
Tus Teus I n2@avtivos XEVGAYMEVYS) ler us leave the 
Tarentines their Gods that arc oftended with 
them. 'Tis our Calamity to be fignally under the 
indignation of our imcenſed God, which in that great 
Captains judgment was ſomenhat more dreadful 
than the worſt infliflions of War : for what induſtry 

ſoever has been uſed to entitle etther the negligence 

or deſigns of men unto our overthrow , yet ſure never 
any judgment had more legible marks of Gods 
immediate hand : ſuch as ſhew he meant to revenge 
the abuſe of his former gentle methods: that thoſe 
who would not be reformed by the ſlighter correfti- 
ons wherein be dallied with them, might find a 
judgment worthy of God, Wild. 12.26. And 
ſure ſuch was this, which both for its greatneſs and 
irrefiftibleneſs does well own its Author , and ſhews 
his wrath was accended to a very gxceſſiue heat, that 
thus poured out uſelf not only like, but in Fire, 
Lam. 2.4. 

I SHALL not here aſſume the Polititians part, and 
weigh the detriment we have ſuftamed by it in our 
ervil intereſt. of which perhaps nothing but time and 
experience can give us 4 full eftimate; It rather 
ſuits my deſign to obſerve what relates to our ſhivitu- 
al concerns,whileſt Gods dwelling places were imvol- 
ved in the ſame rume with ours; bis own peculiar 

A 3 b portion 
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rtion not exempted, but as the Prophet complains, 
Ec 64. 11. Our holy and beautiful houſes where 
our fathers praiſed him are burnt with fire: ths 
though perhaps leaft conſidered, w ſure mot the 
leaft ſad circumftance, had only the ſcenes of our 
luxury, or our fraud been deitroyed, it might have | 
ſent us with more fervency to the places of our de- ® 
wvotion, and we might have frequented Gods hou- 
ſes the better, for being deſtituted of our own; 
but when theſe alſo are made parts of the common 
heap, ti 4 ſad teſtimonial that our very religion 
was provoking ; That that pageant-like prety which 
we depoſited in our CHURCHES, only to make 
a ſhew with on ho(y-days, ſerved only to defile thoſe 
holy places, and [render them ſo polluted as requi- 
red no flightey” purgation than that of FIRE 
"Tis we know not long, fince thoſe manſions ſacred 
to the Prince of Peace, were even im the vulgar ob- 
vious ſenſe, made magazines for War; but yet 
more ſo un reference to that Pulpit-wild-fire, which | 
ſet the Nation in combuſtion ; whether that firange | 
Fire which ſome of our Nadabs and Abihu's mtro- 
duced there, may not ( even at this diftance) have 
done its part to the drawing down this FIRE from 
Heaven, | leave to the,r ſerious refleftion, But net- 
ther the Hypocrite nor the Seditious muſt ingro(s 
the guilt of this rume : The Atheiſt wyes with both ; 
for alas, what ſhould God do with Temples among 
thoſe, who pay him no norſhip ? Or why ſhould he let | 
thoſe ſacred monuments remain among them, to Þ 
whom all memorials of him ſerve but as occaſions, 
' and incentives to blaſpheme him ! They have long 
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ſaid with thoſe in Job, Depart trom us, for we de- 
fire not the knowledge of thy ways ; and now "tw 
but equitable ( 1 had almoſt ſaid Civil ) to take them 
at their word, and no longer reſide among thoſe who 


ſo avowedly diſclaim him. 


AND thu, "tu much tobe feared, may be the 
portent of thi diſmal vaitation : we know men uſe 
not to def ace thoſe houſes, where they intend to inha- 
bit : and ſure this abhorring his SanCtuary, and 
caſting oft his Altar, Lam. 2. s 4 dreadful ſign, 
that he means no longer to continue by reſidence 
among us; indeed we find in Scripture that his pro- 
miſe of cohabiting # always limited to thoſe who own 
themſelves bu people; and therefore when ſo many 
of us have openly renounced that relation, we 
can with no juſtice expett the bleſSing appendant 
fot. 

BUT perhaps this will ſeem to ſuch no formi- 
dable thing ; Gods ſo withdrawing of himſelf is but 
aprecable to their wiſhes, 4 kind of quitting the 
field to them, and ſo rather matter of complacency 
than regret : but 'tis to be conſidered that there 1s 
another preſence of God that will infallibly ſucceed 
this; when he removes that of his grace, "tis to 
make way for that of his anger ; like the Philiſtines 
we ſhall know the God of Iſrach is among us by his 
Plagues, 1 Sam. 5. or to make 4 yet more dread- 
ful compariſon, we ſhall like the damned in Hell, dif 
cern his preſence only in the punitive effefts of it, 
and read his nearne(s in our ſufferings. And ſure 
this will be but an ill exchange, even to the profaneſt 
of us, thoſe that have moſt deſpiſed or loathed the 
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ſoft breathings of his Word and Spirit ; will find it 
yet harder to endure the mhirlwinds of his wrath, 
which will ſnatch from us thoſe ſecular advantages 
for whoſe purſuit we have negletted the better part, 
Luke 10. 42. and leave us as little of worldly 
enjoyments, 4s we deſired to have of ſpiritual. 

O F this our late Calamities have given us a ſad 
Preludium, 4nd God knows how ſoon we may ſee the 
laſt ſcene of the fatal Tragedy , it being too probable 
that this is Gods laſt Experiment upon us, like the 
Cauſiicks end Scarifyings to a Lethargick patient ; 
if this bring us not to ſenſe, we are like to ſleep on to 
deſiruttion: And alas, (what uncomfortable ſym- 
tomes appear even in this point alſo, Who is there 
that (unl:ſs awakened by bis perſonal concernments) 
ſeems at all to ftartle at the noiſe of publick rue ? 
When God in diſpleaſure threatned the Iſraelites 
that he would remit therr condutt to his Angel, and 
mot go himſelf with them. The text ſays, they 
mourned and no man put on his ornaments on 
him, Exod, 33. 4. or as the LXX, xaTetivbnoey cs 
wevizois, and the Syriack, > o>os. || 
}I>> C4.) they itript themſelves of their 
Armour, their rufling garb of War, and ad- 
peared in the penitential dreſs of ſackcloth and 
aſhes: but now tha# we are grven up not 10 4 con- 
dutling but deſtroying Angel, what ſigns of remorſe 
do we fbew ? What vanity (I fear I may ask what 
vice) have we ſubſiratied, upon the ſenſe of Gods 
anger ? What nicety incloaths or diet have we cut 
off in ſympathy nith the nakedneſs and hunger of our 
affiitied brethren * Nay, do not the unreaſonable 
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Follities of too many \among us, look as if we tri- 
wmpht in therr miſeries , found «Muſick m the diſ- 
cordant ſounds of their groans , and our own laugh 
ter ; and emulated that infamous barbarity of Ne+ 
r0, who played while Rome burned ? "Tis mention- 
ed by the Prophet as a moſt prepoſterous thing, a kind 
of 1npious Solecrſm to revel under the menace of 


judgments. Thus faith the Lord, A ſword, a 


ſword, it is ſharpencd to make a ſore {laughter, it 


is furbiſhed that it may glitter , ould we then 
make mirth ? Exck. 21. 9, 10. and certainly it leſs 
befits us againſt whom God has not only prepared, but 
uſed his ſmord ; who ave not only under the threats, 
but attual Execution of his vengeance : And what is 
it but interpretatively to prompt him to yet ſharper 
inflittions, by ſhewing him that theſe have not edge 
enough to penetrate us * With how much indignation 
God reſents this perverſe, this contumelious beha- 
Viour, we may read, Elay 22.12, 13, 14 In that 
day did the Lord call ro weeping, and mourning, 
and to baldneſs, and to girdivg with ſackcloth, 
and behold joy and Jolncks [laying Oxen and 
killing Sheep, cating Fleſh and drinking Wine ; 
cating and drinking tor to morrow we ſhall dye: 
{pon which follows that ſevere denunciation : Surely 
this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till 
you dye. Of ſo deep a tintture 1s this guilt, that 
'tis as lafting as our lroes, and like the fretting le- 
proſic 1m the houſe, Levit. 14. 45. can be removed 

by nothing but 11s diſſolution. 
O then let us not add this to the heap of our other 
provecations, miſtake impudence or deſperation for 
courage ; 
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courage ; and frantichly defie that omniporence which 
we are ſure we cannot refit : but ſince it has pleaſed 
God even in wrath to remember mercy, let us tran- 
ſcribe his Copy, be as kind to our ſelves as he has 
* Seentows, and flop in our cavier as he has done in | 
»* bir; not ſo madly affet a full parallel with Sodom 
and Gomorrah, as to force him to deſtroy that rem- ® 
nant, Ef. 1.9. which alone diſtinguiſhes our caſe : * 
but rather take pattern from Ninevch ; cry, and *® 
cry mightily to God, joyn humiliation to our pray 
ers, and reformation to both, And could we be per- 7 
ſwaded to do this with the ſame ſincerity, and unt- 
verſality, we might hope 1t may be with the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs alſo: would every one who has contributed to 
the accending, as mduftriouſly contribute to the ap- 
peafing of Gods wrath : would all who have brought 


4% fire-brands bring alſo their tears to _ 


them, as there would be no dry Eyes in the Nation 
at the preſent, ſo might it prevent as great a Gene- 
rality of weeping ones for the future ; ſecure us ſuch 
4 tranquility here, as may calmly convoy us to that 
impaſuble ſtate, where all tears ſhall be wiped 
from our cycs, where there ſhall be no more 
death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, Rev. 
21.4. 
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CHAP. | 


The Charatler of Chriſtian Religion, demonſirating its 
= aptitude to plant exemplary Vertue and Sanity. 


HE holy P/almif gives it as part of the 
Character of Pious perſons, and there- 
k withal a deſcription of their felicity, Pſal. 
$92.13. That they ſhall bring forth more fruit im therr 
© Aze : and what he thus obſerves of the members 
disjunCctively and apart, reaſon ſuggeſts to be in a 
higher,and more eminent manner appliable to the 
whole body united : And it being as well the mark 
as duty of every ſingle Chriſtian to grow in grace, 
2 Pet.z .18.we may by all rules of Proportion,con- 
clude that the collective maſle of ſuch,the whole 
Church is by this time near attained to the mea- 
ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Ghriſt, Eph. 4.3.And 
indeed this is ſo regular an inference, that whilſt 
the premiſles ſtand firm 'tis impoſſible to ſhake 
the concluſion, the entire body muſt neceflarily 
augment anſwerably to the growth of its ſeveral 
parts. And it we ſhould fo tar let looſe to ſpecula- 
tion as to forget our experience, if we meaſure 
the eftc&t only by the power and energy of the 
cauſe , we ſhould ſurely be as far from doubtin 
the premilſes alſo. Chriſtianity is in itſelf of fo 
prolifick a nature, ſo apt to impregnate the hearts 
and lives of its proſeclytes, that it is hard to ima- 
gine, that any branch ſhould want a due fertility 
that is engratfted into ſo vigorous a ſtock, 

FOR 
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F OR firſt, in its ſpring and original it is moſt 
ſupernatural and divine, derived immediately 
from him, who had nothing more of man than 
he purpoſely aflumed to draw us the neater to 
him as God. He it was that diſſeminated this do- 
Etrine,and that in order to the purifying to himſelf 
a peculiar people zealous of good works; and cer- 
tainly his choice abundantly juſtihes its propric- 
ty tothatcnd, and his deſcent from Heaven on 
that errand puts ſo venerable a ſolemnity upon it, 
that though his deſcent were very aſtoniſhing, 
yet it will be much more ſo, that it ſhould fail of 
the deſigned efteCt. 

_ AND indecddid our Faith give us no clue to 
lead us to the Author, yet its compoſition would 
ſpeak it to be of no humane extraction, its pre- 
ceptsare ſocxcellent and refined, ſo ayrecable to 
the more ſpiritual part of our temper, and ſo apt, 
as to foreſtall, ſo to cleanſe and ſublimate the 
more groſs and corrupt, as ſhews fleſh and bloud 
never revealed it. Nay farther, ſo cfteCtually pro- 
viding for all thoſc advantages to mankind, which 
the wiſclt of mens laws have in vain attempted, 
that methinks they all ſtand before it like the 
eMagicians before Moſes, and by their irapotence 
tacitly confeſs it to be the finger of God. "Twere 
too large a Theme to confront them in the ſeveral 
inſtances, let it ſuffice to obſerve one which has a 
common influence on all ; and that is the imma- 
culate cleanne(s of heart, which Chriſts, and only 
Chriſts law requires. This is the only proper baſis 
on which to ſuperſtruct, firſt innecency, and then 

Pertue, 


Chap.1- Chriftian Religion, &c. 3 


ertue,and without this the moſt rigid exactors of 
utward purity,do but tranſcribe the tolly of him, 
tho Pumps very laborioully in a Ship, yet neg- 
ets to ſtop the Leak : or the worle tyranny of 
Pharaoh in requiring Brick without Straw: ſo taris 
t from a ſeverity in our law-giver, thus to limit 
and reſtrain our thoughts, that it is an act of the 


orcateſt indulgence : by no means the laying on a 


ew burden,but the furniſhing us with an Engine 
0 bear with caſc that weight which otherwiſe the 
touteſt 4tlas mult fink under. And were but this 
Dne precept fincerely conformed to, it would not 
pnly facilitate but aſcertain the obedience to all 
the reſ(t.If the firſt ſparks of ill were quenche with- 
in,what poſlibility is there they ſhould ever break 
out into a flame ? How ſhall he &:1/ that dares not 
be angry ? Be Adulterows in act, that did not firſt 
tranſgreſs in his deſire ? How ſhall he be perjured 
that fcars an oath? Or defraud that permits not 
himſelf to covet? In the like manner all poſitive 
afts of vertue are but the natural effects of the in- 
tcrior habit. Where the love of God is ſcated in 
the Heart, "twill operatc in all the facultics, 
keep them in a buſie endeavour of doing accep- 
table ſervice : when fear is planted there, it will 
break forth in outward reverence and duty ; 
and fo proportionably 'twill be in every other in- 
ſtance. 'Tis therefore an advice well becoming 
the wiſdom of Solomon, Prov. 4. to keep the heart 
”Hh all diligence : but then it is withal the work 
of him who is greater than Solomon to teach us 
bow to do this: for unleſs he keep that City the 
watch- 
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watchman waketh but in vain. It he inſtruct not to 


ſecure thoſe iſſues of life,they will betray & ruin, Þ 


appear indeed the ſavour of death unto death. Now 
of this divine art of Tatticks and defence, Chriſti- 
anity is the only School, and therefore molt firly 
qualificd for the producing all thoſe ſupernatural 
excellencics, to which the timely prepoſlefion of | 
the heart is the rudiment and principle. ; 

AND as the preceptzve part cnjoyns the moſt } 
exact and clevatcd vertuc, ſo is it moſt advantage- 
ouſly enforc't by the Prom:ſſory, which both in re- 
ſpect of the kind and value of the rewards , and 
alfothe manner of propoſing them,is moſt exqui- 
ſitely adapted tothe ſame end. 

FOR firſt, it we confider the nature of the 
things promifed, we ſhall tind they arc not groſs 
and carnal, ſuch as may court and gratihic the bea- 
{tial part of us ; bur ſuch as arc proportioned to 
the ſupream and leading principle, as teaſt a Soul, 
and ſuir with the capacitics ot an mte//1gence. All 
the bearitudes the Goſpel tenders to its votaries, 
either relate to the purity or peace of the mind in 
this lite; or clſc to its complerer fel:ic:ty hereafter, 
And though 'tis true , the body is not wholly un- 
conſidered , though the addition of all temporal 
neceſlarics be promiſed, yet even thoſe are for the 
Souls ſake, cirher to ſecure it from the fin of ſoli- 
citude and diſtruſt, or to preſerve it a uſctul in- 
frument tor the others ſervice. And as for the tu- 
rure glory in which the body is to partake, 'tis to 
be obſerved , that Heſh & bloud cannot inherir it; 
that load of carth which now engages to corrup- 

tion 
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jon mult be put off, muſt be calcin'd and fpiritu- 
aliz'd; and thus made glorious, be clothed upon 
vith Glory. So that in all the Goſpc 1di ſpend: ati- 
pn, there is no proviſion for the fleſh, its luſts and 
enſualitics. And then ſure there cannor be a more 
nanſwerable argument againſt our providing for 
f, than to ſee it Ictt out of Gods care. Indeed had 
ve propoſals of a « Mahumetan Paradiſe, were we 
0 expect our bliſs only in the ſatiating our appe- 
tites,it might be reaſonable here to whet them be- 
fore-hand, to ſtretch them to the utmoſt wide- 
neſs, or in the Prophets phraſe, to enlarge our de- 
res as Hell, and by trequent antepalts excite our 
puit for that profuſe perpetual meal. Or were we 
only to have our portion in this life, to enjoy an 
uninterruptc 1 affucncec ul outward comforts, 
'twere but goud husbandry to improve them to the 
hcight, and t the Wiſe mans ay 2a would then 
ccaſe to be Eirony, Eccleſ 11. 9. Rejo yee O young 
man, an let thy heart chear thee in the — of thy 
youth, and walk in the w. ys of thy heart, , ve fight 
of "thine Eyes. Had wc onl1 y tne proſp - of a Ga- 
an, ſuch an eternal inheritance as a conquering 
wo © ld give, as rhe ſalvation of 1 Fohbuaz 
_- the aflucnce of milk & hony coull produce. 
'Twould bc no wonder,it we never voluntarily ens 
durced the thirſt anc | tfaminc of the wilderneſs, but 
be always as they defiring meat tor our luſt, Pro- 
jecting the gratirying th r delires in whole re- 
pletion we | place d our happineſs. But when our 
Religion mak cs us no ſuch tender, when all its 
hopes arc of another make,invite to thole Divine 
TY yams 
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joys of which ſenſuality has no capacity or taſte, 
What prerence can we have to cheriſh that here, 
which we muſt wholly be diveltcd of hereafter, 
thoſe immarerial felicitics we expect, do natu-Þ 
rally ſuggeſt to us,the neceſſity of preparing our? 
appetites, and hungers for them, without which 
Heaven can be no WW to us: for {ince the} 
pleaſure of any _ reſults from the agreement 
between it and the defire, what ſatisfaction can} 
Fprritual enjoyments give unto a Carnal mind? 
Alas, what delight would it be to the Swine to 
be wrapt in fine Linnen, and laid in Odours : his 
ſenſes are not gratifed by any ſuch delicacies, nor 
would he tcel any thing beſides the torment of 
being with-held from the mire. And as little 
complacency would a brutiſh Soul find in thoſe 
purer and retin'd pleaſures, which can only up- 
braid, not ſatishe him. So that could we by an 
impoſſible ſuppoſition phancy ſuch a one aſſumed 
to thoſc fruitions, his pleaſure ſurc would be as 
little as his preparation for it was. Thoſe eyes 
which have continually beheld vanity, would be 
dazlcd, not delighted with the Beatrfick wiſton; 
neither could that Tongue, which has accuſtom- 
ed itſelf only to Oaths and Blaſphemics, find 
Harmony or Muſick in a Hallelujah. Tis the pe- 
culiar priviledge of the pure in heart, that they 
ſhall ſee God ;, and it any others could ſo invade 
this their encloſure, as to take Heaven by vio- 
lence, it ſurcly would be a very joyleſs poſiclion 
ro theſe men, and only place them in a condition 
to which they have the greateſt averſation and 

Antipathy. 
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\ntipathy. So that holincſs here, is not only 
=" on to the acquiring, bur the enjoyment of 
Bliſs hereafter: and therefore unleſs men will 
ontrive to annihilate their joys, and afteEt the 
onſtrous riddle of being tormented in Heaven, 
hey cannot but from this Spirituality of the pro- 
niſes, infer a neceſſity of puritying themſelves, 
nd being capable at leaſt of innocent Celeſtial 
4 vs * and ſince that only can be done by vertuous 

cactice here on Earth, the Obligation thereto 
Th wit needs be very prefling and indiſpen- 
able. And as the nature of the promiſes directs 


oy” othis, ſo docs the great tranſcendent value en- 

k ourage and animate. Hope is the grand cexciter 

wr yf induſtry 8 and 45 the object of Hope | 15 MOTC OT 
c 


eſs deſirable, ſois the endeavour more intenſe or 
UP W:mif{; and upon this ground we'mulſt conclude 


Y - he Chriſtian has all reaſon to be the moſt indeta- 
= igable, ſceing his expectations arc the nobleſt 


nd molt encouraging. That they are fo, we 
YWannot but acknowledge, if we admit of the de- 


d be cription which the "ſpiri t pives: that ſpirit 
Pry hich as he ſcals us to it, ſo is himſelf the carn- 
Goa [t of that Inheritance. He in the Sacred Scrrp- 
* W-res has drawn us a Map of the Countrey which 
= earctoenter : And lure we may ſay of it as Ga- 
key b and Foſhua did of Canaan, Numb. 14. 7. the 


nd # an excee, ling pood land. For firſt, it we 
on{ider the Negartiv< advantages it has, we ſhall 
ind there is an abſence of all the Iils, deſtructive 


tion 

c0n WW: aftrighetul unto humanc Nature. There hall 
he wo more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pair. 
14914, | 
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Revel. 21. 4. Here alas, we arc infeited by all 
theſe. Sorrow and Pain, prey and inſult on all 
the comtorts of our lives; leave us not a Gourd, 
which is not like that of Fonah, ſmirten with 
theſe Worms : and then comes death, the grand 
devourer, and ſpares not life itſclt. Nay, thoſe 
little refprtes which! we have trom theſc, are 9 
embittcred by unpleaſant expectations and Pre 
ſages, that we arc ſad betore we are affiitted : 
pain without a diſeaſe, and in death in the midſt 
of life: and then a Startc excmpred, not only 
trom the Calamitics but the Fears of theſe, may 
well deſerve to be lookt upon with appetite. 

BUT Heaven is defigned for our reward, as 
well as reſcue, and therctore is adumbrated by 
all thoſe poſitive excellencies which can cndear or 
recommend. It is a Crown, and that not 0f 
thorns, (ach as our S.rvicurs was, and ſuch as the 
more aftccted Diadems of the world oft prove un- 
to the wearer, but one of Glory : nor is that Grow 
nor that Glory like our ſublunary ſplendors, which 
ſuddenly vaniſh, and leave the poſſcilors to the 
oreater obſcurity and contempt ; but * tis perms 
nent, ſuch as fad es not away, 1 Pet. 5 F. 4- Or in 
St. Pauls phraſe, an eternal weight of Glory. But 
to give you its morc comprehenſive Character, 
#77, a being with the Lerd, 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. Nay, & 'tis 
a poſſcfling even God himſclt. He ſhall be then 
Gol, Rev.22.3. and what can he want who pol: 
ſcNſes him who is all things ? How can he fail 0: 
rhe moſt raviſhing delight, that ſtands before 
him zn whoſe preſence « the fulne(s of Toy, and 4 


mn hoſ: 
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boſe right hand are pleaſures, and thoſe not ſhore 


=_ or tranficnt, but for evermore ? So indetcifible is 
ard MWour cltatc in thoſe Foys, that it we do not like 
vith mad prodigals ſell it in reverſion, we ſhall when 
and Wc arc oncc invelted, be beyond the poſſibility of 
of Wl! husbandry, not have it in our power to undo 
e ſy Wour ſclvcs. Now ſurely theſe arc great and pre- 
Dre. Wcious promiſes, ſuch as may well ſuſtain the 


. in Wvwcight of that inference the Apoſtle builds upon 
i46Whcm; and engage us to cleanſe our ſelves trom 
1 M1 flthineF both of flef and ſpirit, and to perfect 

oleneſs in the fear of God, 2 Gor. 7. 1. tor they ad- 

rels to that Principle which is conteltly Predo- 
minant in our Nature ; ſo that if the love of Chriſt 
4 yWEannot, yet the love of our ſelves may conſtrain 
us. How mult it then affront and baffle the en- 
ticements of ſin, when we compare its empty va- 
. the niſhing pleaſures with thoſe ſolid and durablc jo) 74 

Vhat a forcſtalling will it be of Satans markets, 
that God bids ſo much fairer for us; offers us 
hich that to which his revre war '4 511 wows all this 
the 87:7 I give ( could he make fuch a whole-ſale ) 
can dcar no proportion, and how then ſhall we 
ever barter it away tor thoſe little petty commo» 
BurMditics he retails tous; or make any other reply 
to his profers, than a get thee behind me Satan ? 
For alas ! can we remember that we are cand:- 
dates for a Kingdom, and yet retain the abject 
ſpirits of ſlaves ? Do we expect to reign hercat- 
ter, and yet depoſe our ſelves betore-hand here * 
Suffer every the vileſt luſt to rule over us ? I; fo 
glorious a prize annext to the victory, and will 
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it not animatc the fainteſt heart, and teebleſt 
hands to the combate 2 What Lions can we fear 
in the way which this hope is not Sampſon cnough 
to encounter ? How light arc our heavielt, how 
momentary our molt laſting Affliftions, if ba. 
Janced with that eternal weight of Glory ? Are we 
ſpoil'd of our goods, herc is a reſerve of treaſure 


which no Thief, ncither the {lyc, nor the avowed, # 
the pilterer, nor the ſequeſtrator can invade. | 


Arc we reduced to our S4viurs deſtitution, not 
to have where to lay our head, yet we have a building 
of God, an houſe not made with hands eternal in th: 
Heavens. Are we reproacht for the name of 
Chriff, that Ionominy ſerves but to advance our 


future Glory, every ſuch Libel here, becomes Pa} 
negyrick there. Nay, are we perſccutecd to death, | 


that ſends us but to take poſſefMion of the Crown 
of Life. Upon ſuch ſure grounds does our Chri- 
ſtianity ſet us. VV hile we make good its conditi- 
on,it pulls our the ſting of all that is molt deadly. 
And in a more com orehenſive ſenſe, poſicfles us 
of the priviledge promiſed the Diſciples,” that ne- 
thing ſr "ould by any means hurt them, » Alar. 16. The 
molt adverſe chances | cing butlike the ploughing 
and breaking the ground, in order to a more plen- 
tiful harveſt. And yer we are not fo wholly 
rurned off to that reverſion, as to have no ſup- 
plics for the preſent; tor beſides the comfort of 
ſo great and certain an expectation in another 
life, we have promiſes alſo tor tþ#. Even of all 
thoſe internal and ſpiritual ſatisfactions which 
attend the prattice of piety, The feaſt of a good 
Conſticnce 
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onſcience is the true Chriftians daily dict, and 
ſare whatever the rich men of the world think, 
he only can be ſaid to tare delicioully : nay, he 
has yet more ſupernatural tood, Manns rain'd 
down immediately trom Heaven : the Holy Spirit 
ſent on purpoſe to refreſh and ſupport him : thoſe 
oys which differ rather in degree than kind, from 
hoſe which are to be his final portion. And 


Sthat the Soul may not be too much incommoded 


in her houſe of clay, there is proviton made for 
that alſo, ſuch necef{arics ſecured to the body, 
as may keep it in Tenantable repair: we have 
Ghrifts expreſs promiſe tor it, that to thoſe that 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, and hu righteouſneſs, all 
theſe things ſhall be added : it not that ſuperfluity 
which may oppreſs and load, ( render the body ra- 
ther the Tomb than Manſion of the ſoul ) yet ſuch 
as may ſuſtain and ſupport us: and ſure 'tis cafiec 
to decide which is the nt lot. Inſhort, we 
are ſure enough to detray the charge of that 
voyage, which lands us at Eternal Bliſs: And 
certainly he muſt be of a very {laggiſh or queru- 
lous humour, that ſhall demur upon ſetting our, 
er demand higher encouragements. 

AND as the nature __ alue of the Promiſes 
render them moſt proper engagements and incen- 
tives to all vertue; ſoit we conſider the manner 
of propoſing, we ſhall find them in that reſpect 
alſo highly contributive to the ſame end, For 
firſt, they are clear and expreſs, not wrapt up in 
dark enigmatical infinuations, wherein men,muſt 
exerciſe their ſagacity aſwell as their faith : but 
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revealed with that plainneſs, that 'ris impoſſible 
for any who knows but the letter of the Goſpel to} 
be ignorant of the Etcrnal rewards it propoſes 
And herein the difterence belongs to Chriſtianit 
above all other Kelrgrons, ſome whercof have lett 
men ſo much in the dark, that many S-&s among 
them have denied the immortality of the Soul,and 
ſure they were but faint encouragements they 
could propoſe unto that wvertue which was to pe- 
riſh with them. What ſhould animate them to 
the rugged ſevere taſtes 07 reſtraining appetites, 
ſubduing paſſions, cradicating habits who ditl- 
cerned no rewards for blameleſs ſouls. Tis truc 
indeed wertue is in her ſclt pertectly amiable, 
though ſhe brought no dowry, but experience 
ſhews us ſhe has not many Platonick lovers : and 
when ſo few are ambitious to wed Her, when ſhe 
brings an Etcrnal inhcrirince with her, we may 
eaſily gueſs how little ſhe will be ſought without 
it, When men once conclude that their Sprrets 
ſhall vaniſh into the ſctr Air ; the inference is ve- 
ry obyious, Come on, let 1s uſe the creatures as n 
youth; as we tind it clegantly purſued, Wyſd. 2. 
But of thoſe who acknowledged a tuture being, 
their perceptions were very miſty and obſcure. 
The Heathens had ſuch contus'd notions of their 
Elyſum, that the Epithet of ſhades belong'd more 
properly to the darkneſs than the retreſhmenr, & 
was 2 reward fit tor the votarics of thoſe ambigu- 
ous Oracles they conſulted. And proportionably 
to the obſcurity of their hopes were theExerciſes 
of their vertue ; their prety was even overw _— 
an 
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and confounded by the multitude of their Deztres; 
nay, which is yet ſtranger, rhcir Gods themſelves 
ſcem to have been loſt in their own croud : clſe 
ſure the Athenians would never have inſcribd an 
Altar to thc unknown God : and indeed their ofth- 
ces were generally ſuch, as it they had been devo- 
ted to no other,they having as little diſcerning of 
their Worſhip as of their God. Iwas wrapt up in 
clouds and darkneſs; had myſterious recefles to 
which the common worſhipper had no admit- 
tance; ſuch as were to acquire a vencration only 
by not being underſtood : and though this mult 
necds deprive their ſervices ot that ſpirit and 
quickneſs, which conſtitutes the vertue of devo- 
tion, yet alas, their Religion had more than that 
negative contraricty to Vertue. Many of their 
worſhips being nothing but a ſolemnity of the 
fouleſt vices : and their Divinity taught them to 
violate Morality. Adeccit Satan could not pro- 
bably ſo long have triumphr in, had rhey had the 
Goſpel notion of Heaven, tor ſure they could not 
have ſuppos'd their Gods of ſuch mutablec inclina- 
tions, as to affect purity in their cohabitants,and 
pollution in their Votarics: or ſuch incongruous 
diſpenſers of rewards, as to apportion an impec- 
cable ſtate hercatter to the molt Hagitious crimi- 
nals on Earth. 

As to the Jews 'tis truce, they derived their 
light from a clearer Fountain, were under the 
Oeconomy of immediate Revelation, and therefore 
might be ſuppos'd to have had a freer proſpect in- 
to that Heaven, from whence their Lan deſcend- 
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cd, yet even they were in this, as in many other 
particulars,under eMoſes his veil, had rather dark 
adumbrations, and thoſe too overwhelmed with 
the multitude of expreſs remporal promiſes. 
The carthly Canaan lay fo fair and open to their 
proſpect, as caſily intercepted their view of the 
Heavenly ; and their farth muſt remove, at leaſt 
overlook, that mountain betore it could come to 
any fight of the Hor:29n and extended Sly. Nay, 
when 'tis remembred that the Sadduces 2 great 
and learned part of their Doctors denicd all fu- 
ture being, we mult think the intimations of it 
were very obſcure; it being ſcarce imaginable, 
that any confidering men ſhould think the Souls 
expir'd with the Body upon any other ground,but 
that they knew not what afrer State to aſſign it. 
So that though they wanted not figwres and ſba- 
dows, oras the Apoſtle calls them, patterns of 
Heavenly things, Heb. g. 23. yet they ſeem'd not 
to have been well underſtood, and the generality 
of men were not only in their Perſons, but their 
Underſtandings denicd entrance into the holy of 
bolies; penctrated not that myſtical repreſenta- 
tion.which was within the Veil : And anſwerable 
ro this dimneſs of their perceptions, was the 
whole ffteme and body of their Religion, which 
rather entertain'd itſelf in thoſe external bodily 
performances, which aftected the ſenſe, than in 
thoſe Divine and Spiritual raptures, which puri- 
ficd and clevated the Soul. "Tis the Jpoſtles affir- 
mation, Heb. g. that the ſacrifices there offered 
could not make him that did the ſervice perfett, as 
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pertaining to the conſcience, and he gives the rea- 
ſon in ſubjoyning, that they ſtood only in meats 
and drinks, and carnal ordinances. Alas what 
propriety had all their legal purifications towards 
the cleanſing of the mind ? That might be in the 
Mire while the body was in the Laver : and while 
the ſurface of the man was ſprinkled with bloud, 
the heart might be more beaſtial than thoſe crea- 
tures who lent the ablution. And indeed it we 
confider their morality, we ſhall find that outfide 
formal ceremony had proceeded to infect and 
oiſon that alſo. The outward reſtraint, the 
_ forbearance of an actual commiſſion, being 
by them thought a full compliance with all the 
Negative precepts : So that we ſee Chrift is fain 
to aſſert the Internal part of the Obligation, and 
extend the duty to the thoughts and inclinations. 
Belides,thoſe aCts of vertue they perform'd were 
commonly fuch as had an Aſpect, rather on their 
temporal well-being, than diſtant and unſeen re- 
wards thcir Juſtice, and Charity confin'd to their 
own Nation, directed to the flouriſhing of their 
own GCommon-wealth : whereas Aliens were devo- 
ted to their rapine and deſpight ; ſo that if they 
were vertues, they were rather Political than Mo- 
ral, and indeed while they placed ſo much of 
their hopes on Earth, lookt on ſecular plenty and 
tranquillity as their reward, 'rwas but conſonant 
they ſhould ſquare their endeavours by that mea- 
ſure, and conſider things not ſimply in their na- 
tive propertics of good or ill, but according to 
their tendency towards that they cſteem's their 
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BUT God has provided, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
Heb. 11. 40. better things for. us, has not only 
made a better Covenant with us, but has eff abliſht 
ﬆ wpon better promiſes, Cap. 8.6, given us clearer 
revclations, not-only of our duty, but our recom- 
pence ; the veil in Ghrift is done away, and we all 
with open tace, Behold as 1n a glaſs the glory of the 
Lord, 2 Gor. 3. 18. The Goſpcl puts the evi- 
dences of our inheritance into our own hands, 
ſcal'd by his explicice and direct promiſe, who 
cannot lyc: and that not only engag'd by way of 
anunficence, but bargain and contract, as the 
purchaſc of that price, which our Redeemer tully 

aid in our bchalt. And ſure this is in the 
Apoſtles phraſe ſtrong conſolation ; and it ſo, it 
malt be forcible enticement likewiſe, he cannot 
but run alacrioully,who has the prize in his Eye ; 
nor can S. Paul ulc a more prefiing argument to 
his Gormmthians, To be ftedfaſt, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, than this aſlu- 
rancc, That their labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

AND as this clear propoſal of the promiſes 
is molt proper to encourage and inſpirit our en- 
deavours, 1o is the condit onality molt cfhcaci- 
ous to neceſſitate and engage them. Had Hea- 
ven been only promis'd as a largeſs, and with a 
blind promiſcuous bounty diſpens d without dil- 
crimination, how much it might have rais'd our 
gratitude, | know not, but ſure it would not 
have excited our induſtry, which in all inſtances 
we find is whetted by intereſt : and where that is 
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otherwiſe ſecur'd, men generally eſtimate it a 
part of the benefit that their labour is ſuperſeded; 
and pleaſe themſelves no leſs ina lazy bequelt, 
than a full enjoyment. So that indeed ir is this 
circumſtance of the promrſes that muſt give lite 
to all the reſt, and make them operative toward 
the producing of goed life ; for admit the joys we 
expect never ſo Divine and Sprritual for their 
kind ; never ſo great and tranſcendent for degree, 
and theſe alſo repreſented to us in the molt clear 
and convincing manner, yet if they be tendered 
not as objects of our choice, but the certainty of 
our fate, felicities which we are only concerned to 
enjoy, but not to acquire, they may make us glad, 
but ſurcly not diligent; it being but a cold in- 
ducement to any undertaking to be affur'd 'tis 
perfectly needleſs : We have therefore all reaſon 
ro confeſs it our greateſt advantage towards ver- 
tue, that God has ſo linkt our hopes and our duty 
together : and indeed when we confider the great 
diſproportion between the one and the other ; the 
infinity of the reward, with the deſpicablenefs of 
the ſervice, we muſt reſolve that he had no other 
deſign in making his promiſes conditional, than 
ro engage us by our interclt to that holzneſs, to 
which he ſaw our inclinations did not bind us: 
that it was an artifice of his /ove to cnſnare us in- 
to two felicities by propoſing of one, enforce us 
to take one good in the way to another, wvertue in 
paſſage to glory. 

AND indced who would not think this me- 
thod ſo invincibly efficacious, as might ſuperſede 
the 
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the necefiity of any other, but God who under- 
ſtands our thuughts, long before, P/al. 139. 1. 
forcſaw, that notwithſtanding this propoſal of a 
Ganaan, there would be Rubemites and Gadies, 
who would ſet up their reſt on this fide of Fordan; 
ſo intent on the commodity of their Cattle, as to 
be content themſclves to be part of the Herd, and 
become like the beaſts that periſh : That there would 
be men of ſo ignoble, dilingenuous tempers, as 
none of theſe cords of a man would be able to 
draw; and therefore there is another part of the 
Goſpel-Oeconomy fitted to their capacities ; the 
threats and interminations, thoſe terrors of the 
Lord, which as Goads may drive thoſe brutiſh 
Creatures who will not be attracted : that thoſe 
who think themſclves pertectly unconcern'd in 
Dawias queſtion, who ſhall aſcend unto the hill of 
the Lord, Pſal. 24.3. may yet ftartle at Eſays, 
who among us can dwell with everlaſting burnings ? 
Of fo formidable a kind are thoſe menaces, as is 
ſufficicnt to awake the molt drowſic ſtupid Soul, 
and are moſt apt to operate upon that part of 
their temper, which cvacuated the gentler me- 
thod : that very ſenſuality which made them de- 
ſpiſc Heaven, may help to enhanſe the dread of 
Hell ; the lack of a drop of water will be moſt in- 
ſupportable to him who fared dcliciouſly every 
day ; thoſe flames will be yet more ſcorching to 
thoſe bodies, who by Rtudious effeminacies and 
ſoftneſs have ſuperadded an artificial tenderneſs 
to the natural ; nor will the gnawing of the worm 
appear more intolcrable to any, than thoſe who 

here 
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here make it their buſineſs to tye up its Faws, 
oag or ſtupitic that Conſcience which would now 
admoniſh, but will there torment. Aud when 
to this is added the perpetuity of theſe pains, that 
the worm ſhall never die, the fire never be quencht, 
certainly this puts ſuch an cdge upon the terror, 
as may well make it in the Apoſtles phraſe, quick 
and powerful, ſearching even to the droiding aſun- 
der of the Soul and Spirit, the joynts and marrow. 
W hen we arc afſur'd that the Axe # thus laid unto 
the root «f the tree, and that every tree that brings 
not for! zood fruit muſt be hewn donn and caſt mts 
the fire, we ſhall ſure be warn'd to bring forth meet 
fruits of repentance, and fly from the wrath to come. 
BUT becauſe neither invitations nor threats 
can avail with thoſc wno are any way invincibly 
impeded to apply them to their benefit : ſince 
the molt glorious prize, the moſt formidable dan- 
ger, is inſignificant to him, who wants power to 
run unto the one, or from the other ; it has plea- 
ſed God to inſpirit and aCtuate all his Evangels- 
cal methods, by a concurrence of ſupernatural 
ſtrength, makes it not only cligiblec but poſlible, 
I may ſay calic and pleaſant for us to do whatever 
he commands us : and notwithſtanding our natu- 
ral debility, makes us through Chrif which 
ſtrengthens as, able to do all things . by nis Spirit 
be prevents, aflilts, reſtrains, excites, comforts, 
convinces ; gives grace, and adds to that the hap- 
pier largeſs of a will to uſe it, and knowledge to 
diſcern the want of more : infuſing to the Soul an 
ardent thirſt of greater powers,and readicr m_ 
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of ſervice, which the performance aCtuates to 
reater ſtrengths, and yet enflames to new de- 
Fires, and more importunate purſuits, whileſt 
God at once beltows and crowns his own donati- 
ons ; ſtill giving unto him that has, till that at 
Jaſt he g1VeCs himſelf; and grace # ſwallowed up in 
glory. And to afſure us of this aid, he has been 
plcaſed to oblige himſclt ; deſcrnds tothe ſoicm- 
nity of a P:# and Coven, ny has indented with 
us, and conſtituted it a principal part of the new 
and everlaſting Covenant made with mankind in the 
bloud of the Son of God, to ſend the comforter, hu 
Holy Spirit, to be _ us till the end of the world, 
and do all this. So that the Goſpel is at once the 
a{ligner of our tasks, and the «Magazeen of our 
ſtrength; ſo much Spirit gocs along with that 
Letter; ſomuch intcrnal grace is annexed toits | 
outward adminiſtration, as will to all, whodo | 
not refiſt it, infallibly render it the power of God | 
to ſalvation. For 'tis not the ſole priviledge of 2 
S. Paul, but the common portion of all Chriſt: ans, 
That Gods grace ſhall t be ſu there nt for them: which 
is ſure a more Goſpel-like promiſe, than thar it 
ſhould be too ſtrong tor them: ſo violent and ir- 
refiſtible as to commir a rape upon their Spirits ; 
ſuch a mighty wind as drives them headlong upon 
duty. Indeed this competency is of all other pro- 
portions the moſt incentive to induſtry ; we ce 
in Temporals, too little makes men deſperate, and 
too much carcleſs; and certainly 'twould be the 
ſame in Spirituals : but now when we have ſtock 
cnough to ſect up with, and that too of ſo i n__ 
Vadic 
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able a nature, that is capable of infinite ad- 
yancement , and yet on the other ſide no lets ca- 
pable ot total decay alſo, it being given with 
this expreſs condition, that upon neglect it ſhall 
be withdrawn : So that our own [loth may make 
s poor, but nothing elſe can keep us from being 
abundantly rich : What can be imagin d more 
animating 10 diligence and endeavour * And this 
being the condition wherein our Chriſtianity has 
laced us, added to the former conſiderations, 
vill beyond exception or ſubterfuge , evince its 
zerfeCt aptitude and fitneſs tor the End to which it 
as aim'd, the Planting and nouriſhing all true Ver- 
ue among men, the introducing the tree of lite in- 
o the world again, and ſo forming us a Paradiſe 
ven amidſt the bricrs and thorns of our Exil'd 


tate. 


AAT. © 


be Gharatler of Chriſtian-mens Prattice, ſkewing 
their multiplied failance both from the rule of thas 
holy profeſſion, and its genuine effett. 


N D now who can ſuſpect that a cauſe ſo 

a rightly diſpos'd, ſhould miſs of its effe&#? 
That this ſo auſpicious Plinet ſhould be 
vuntcr-influenc't by any malevolent Star? Or 
hat what has ſo many tenures in us, ſhould be 
inally difſeis'd? For,admit we have not the Piety 
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to be prevail'd upon by the reverence of the 4u- 
thor ; yet the exccellency ot its compoſitzon does ſo 
much recommend it to our reaſon, that we muſt 
put oft the beſt part of our Nature to evacuate 
the force of our Keligion : Nay, ſuppoling us to 
have done that too, to have ſtruck Our {clves 
out of the liſt of Rationals, yet it we keep 
but the rank of Auimals , if we have not extin- 
guiſht paſſion and ſcnſe, it deſcends cven to 
them ; addreflcs to our hopes and fears with moſt 
importunatc ſolicitations , and convincing mo- 
tives : So that unleſs we have the abſurd i11 luck 
ro have much of the Stoick, and nothing of the 
Philoſopher , "twill be impoſlible to refilt its im- 
preſflions : And ſure he that contemplates thy, 
will be apt with ſome confidence to conclude 
Chriſtendom to be the Goſhen of the world, not on- 
ly in reſpe&t of its [:2ht, but of its immunity from 
all thoſe Locuſts and Catert pillers, thoſe ſwarms of 
mcan and (ordid Vices vi hich both cover and dc- 
vour the reſt of the Earth. 

BUT this muſt be the inference of a meer 
contemplatiue,a Recluſe that converſcs only with 
his own mcditations : For lct him be ſo much /e- 
cular, as once to look abroad , the molt tranfent 
glance will ſerve to unravel] all his hopctul ſpecu- 
lation, and ſhew him that Chri/tendern may be as 
much Heathen as America: Whereas 'tis uſually 
ſfaid,that ill Manners produce good Laws,we have 
rever{t the Aphoriſm, and our good Law has intro- 
duc'd the moſt corrupt manners. Our holy faith 
which like a foundation ſhould ſupport good 

WOI KS 


Chap.2. Chriſtian Prattice,&Cc. 23 


works, has like a gulf ſma//owed them up. And 
ſo univerſal a depravation is there among us,that 
we have ſcarce any thing Ictr a diſtin; wiſh us 
trom the moſt ba rbarous people , but a bertet 
name and worſe vices. 

AND here, what terms of wonder or of grict 
can be ſignificant enough to cxprels or to bewai:, 
ſo ſtrange and ſo perverſe degencration , that the 
lioht of the world ſhould thus darken it , tc f lt 
ot the earth be the means oft PUTtTILYINg and cor- 
rupting it : That thoſe who were by God drawn 
out from the Heathen world ſhoald fo outvic the 
Gentiles crimes, as if they had forſaken them, 
only becaule they were too mnnocent. This indeed 
is one of Satans ſubtilleſt ſtratagems , to fall 
Chriſt's Camp thus with his $2: ddiers, by whoſe 
inteſtine treacheries , he has been more 1rmmm- 
phant than by all his open affaults and zvowed 
hoſtilitics. What a lace States-man ſaid ( Pre- 
phetically, it we may judge by the event) of £n2- 


land, that it was a vivacious anmaal that could ne- 
wer aye except it kill d it ſelf, is no leis trac of the 
Church , which has alwavs been invulnereble 
apainſt all darts, but what have been taken out 


of its own quiver, Ot t/ »s the Primitive times 
were pregnant teltimonics, where all the moſt 
witty crucltics, the moſt bloudy perſecutions, 
never made any breach in her: But ſhe {Food fir- 
mer forall thoſe batteries, and like an Arch'd 
Building, became more (trc ng an 1d compact, by 
that wv ccight which was delign drocruſh her : But 
the Fice of Profeſſors undermines her very founda- 
C 2 tion, 
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tion, and docs as much excced the deſftirufrve- 
neſs of the moſt hoſtile a{laults, as inteſtine rrea- 
chery is more ruinous and fatal , than forcign w10- 
lence. 

AS long as the lives of Chriſtians were the 
tranſcripts of their doctrine they render'd it venc- 
rable toall, and gave a preſumption there was 
ſomething more than humane in it , that could 
work ſuch ſignal effefs, that could ſo transform 
men as to make the adulterer chaſte, the drunkard 
temperate, the covetous liberal , the contentious 
peaceable. Thy, this was the way to adorn the 
dottrine of God our Saviour in all things,as the Apo- 
{tle ſpeaks, Tit. 2.10. And then the rule of contra- 
ries directs us to conclude very diſtant effetts 
from our now ſo diſtant prattices, that our very 
reli2:on ſhould partake of the infamy of our lives, 
and be thought rather a myſtery of 5n1quity than 
godline(s. 

THUS is Chr:i# wounded in the houſe of his 
friends, and has more reproach calt on him by 
thoſe that profeſs his name , than by the loudeſt 
blaſphemics of thoſe that oppoſe it. For when 
thoſe who have not opportunity to examine our 
faith, ſee the enormoulſneſs of our works, what 
ſhould hinder them from mcaſuring the Maſter 
by the diſciples ? It being ſcarce imaginable that 
any one Se of men ſhould ſo univerſally run 
counter to all the rules of their profeſſion : For 
let any ſober Heathen look upon Chriſtendom, as 
It is at 7b day weltring in the bloud, not of Mar- 
tyrdom but War , and will it bs poſlible for him 
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to think it owns a Goſpel of Peace ; or that thoſe 
who ſo perpetually do thoſe outrages they are 
unwilling to ſufter, profeſs obedience to the 
Royal Law of love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, 
Fam. 2. 8. Can he ſee the _ and oppreſſi- 
ons, the frauds and underminings , the bulie 
ſcramblings for little parcels of Earth; and yet 
believe we count our ſclves ſfrangers and pilgrims 
in it, and have laid up our treaſure in Heaven? 
Can he obſerve the ſtrange and almoſt univerſal 
diſtortion of ſpeech, whereby it has loſt its na- 
tive property of being interpreter of the mind, 
and under #ntel/ipible words fo far exhibits the 
Babel contuſion , that no man underſtands ano- 
thers meaning ? And can he 1magine we have any 
ſuch Precepts, as lye not one to another, Or any 
ſuch penalty upon the infringer, as excluſion from 
the new Feruſalem? Shall he hear our God men- 
tion'd more frequently and carneſtly in our am» 
precations than our prayers, and every part of our 
crucihed Szvmur, recrucificd in our horrid oaths ; 
And ſhall he not th:int that his ſecond excecuti- 
oners bear him as little reverence as his firſt; 
Or that he has given no ſuch command as ſwear not 
at all ? When he diſcerns ſelf preſervation bow'd 
to as the Supreme Law; Can he cver dream of ano- 
ther fo inconliltent obligation as that of taking up 
the croſs * Or that ſuffering for righteouſneſs: ſake 
is one of our greatelt felicities , when he ſees us 
run ſo aftrighred from it, that no crime, perjury, 
rebellion, murder, is block enough in our way ta 
ſtop our flight ? In fine, when he conſiders. how 
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mach of our buſineſs it is, firſt ro excite, and 
then tocloy the fleſh, to ſpur ir on to riots even 
beyond its own propenſ1ons, that the whole year 
is but one mad carnival, and we arc voluptuous not 
ſo much upon deſire or appetite, as by way of ex- 
ploit and bravery : W hen I ſay he conſiders this, 
can he polfibl y Zuc 13 Our inſtit; ation directs us ro 
bear d Gown 46 \C body , tO morviiſte the fleſh with the 
affections an:l laſs, intcrdicts us all riotmmg and 
aruakenneſs , Chambering and wantonneſs, and all | 
proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, Cer- 
cainly all rules of diſcourſe will direct him to 
the q uw! iftc COntrary concluſion. And when he (ces 
2 Sct of men that have enhans'd the common hu- 
mane pravity , he will be apt to infer their Prin- 
Ciples have raught them the improvement : And 
upon that ſuppoſal he wanted not temptation to 
his > n that ſaid, Let my ſoul be with the Phi- 
lofophe 
AN D while we thus miſrepreſent our holy 
proteſiion to others, it will be no wonder if we h1- 
naily doit to og: ſelves, tart we torget its native 
ape, and look on her only in the wely dreſs our 
ſelves have put on, and thar cHect ſeems alrcady 
too viſible among us: Our lives have fo long con- 
fated ir that we triumph over it as 2 baffed 
thine; and like Ammon loath it becauſe we have 
raviſht and defil'd it. Many of us take notice of 
the better Morals of Turks and Infidels not in rc- 
proach of our ſclves but our Religion, and be- 
cauſe we have ſo many Lepers, think Abanah and 
Pharphar , better than all the waters of Iſrael, 
this 
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this is openly in the mouths of many , bur-is ſo 
prodigioully irrational as well as unjuſt , that one 
can ſcarce think it poſſible to be in their hearts, 
unleſs they be purſucd by rhe fate of habitual 
Ivars , that at laſt come to perſwade them- 
{clves. 

CERTAINLY there is no other parallel 
inſtance wherein men conclude fo perverily : He 
that ſhews a man that precipice upon whole 
brink he ſtands, that intreats, yea importunes 
him to retire from the danger ; nay bribes him 
with the greateſt rewards to chuſe /« fety , has 
done all that can be expected from a tricnd, or 
charitable man: And if after all , the wretched 
perſon ſo advis'd, ſhall cait himſclt headlong up- 
on ruine; afſuredly no Inqueſt would return his 
murder in any other form than that of Felo de ſe. 
And why then ſhould our Chriſtianity be accus'd 
of thoſe ills which it would infallibly aver , 
if our obſtinacy would permit it : Indeed the 
charge is ſo wild, that it ſeems rather deſign'd as 
an artifice of diverſion, a ſprout of thar firſt 
hg-tree which was to hide the nakednels of lapſed 

Ala mm. Men think it policy to transfer their 
gail Its, andarc willing, the violence of their luſts 
{1h ld paſs 4 'r the tmpotence of their Religion. 
Like irregulart patients blaming their Phyſician 
for thoſe ill ac *cidents which they know owing 
only to their own unrulincls. a pregnant teſti- 
mony of the reproachtul nature of ſin, that men 
are content to berake 7 won" to the moſt 
forlorn ſhifr* to avyid the owning it : But the 

C 4 COn- 
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conſciouſneſs is ſo preſſing and intolerable, that 
with many it drives on to yet higher outrages: 
'tis not cnough for men to decry their Chriſtia- 
nity as a feeble mſugnficant thing , but they load 
it even with contradictory imputations , and that 
which ſometimes they call the fo ol; ſhneſ, of p1 each- 
ng, to bring it in ſcorn and contempt , ſhall at 
another be ſtyled an Art and 7r:ick to bring it into 
ſuſpicion an 4 hatred , be 3 :2rraign'd for impoſturc 
and deccir, a project of impoſing upon credulous 
ſouls, and gaining real advantages to the mana- 
oers while they f-cd the hilly Proeſelyte with ima- 
ginary ONnCcs. How oroundle C a calumny this 1S, 
as it appcars from the ſanCtity, and eminent fim- | 
plicity of Chriſtian Religion , which above all 
things excludes fraud and falſhood ; ſo alſo from 
the delignments aud aims of its firſt promul- 
gators, who as they cannot be ſuppos'd dextrous 
cnough to lay ſuch a ſcene of taking g Pagecantry ; 
ſo all their viſible acquelts were ſcourgings and 
unpriſonments, perſecutions and death. It this 
were the caſc,it would indeed go near to reconcile 
_ be eforc mention'd contradictory 1mputations, 
eſt the impolingupon credulous ſouls at this 
ries rate , wou! 1d be in very deed the fooliſhneſs 
F Preaching , the greateſt m gow in the world. 
Mun of common reaſon would bc aſham'd to uſe 
ſuch frivolous cavils : but ey can without hor- 
ror kcar ny from proteſt Chriſtians ? That 
while Izfidets are modelt in their reproaches, look 
upon our Doctrine only as crroncous » Diſciples 
ſhould be bitter and charge it as infidious and 
Trea 
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treacherous. Thus does the Church experiment 
the truth of her blelfied Lords Predittons, and 
finds her foes are theſe of her own houſe : And 
though ſhe be Chriſts Dove, yet is ſubjected to 
the fate of the Viper, and has her bowels torn out 
by thoſe tiar ſpring from them. 

THESL arc the growing conſequences of 
reſolute impiety , he who will not be kept with- 
in the bounds of duty, ſcldom contents him- 
{clt with that bare violati6n: He not only breaks 
the bonds im ſunder, but caſts them away too; is 
impatient they ſhould keep a reputation to up- 
braid him, when he has robb'd them of the power 
of reſtraining him : And thx ſure is the bottom of 
all that deep reaſoning, by which men have learnt 
ro argue themſelves and others out of their Greed: 
And though this be indeed the great Arcanum the 
Philoſophers Hone they aimatr ; yer they have mct 
with another good experiment by the way : And 
have.by 1 know not whatChimiſtry,cxtracted a re- 

putation out of theſe moſt un apt materials, Ho 
paſſes tor a conſidering man that diſputes prin- 
ciples, and is thought molt to own his reaſon that 
leaſt owns his Faith: And then 'twill be no won- 
der it this ſucceſs animate, and give them not on- 
ly confidence , -but vanity to avow what is thus 
creditable. 
F. pm ED Satan is too ſubtle a manager to loſe 
1s advar r4Zc, and thc event ſadly ſhew $, he has 
not ne glectcd to improve it, as appears not only 
y the number of fuch pretenders unto reaſon, 


but even by their advancing to higher degrees. 
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The wvoluptuary who likes his portion in this 
world, and fears that in another, is at firſt on- 
ly prompted by his intereſt ro quarrel rhe lf 
Articles of the Greed , and fo in his own defence 
denics the life everlaſiing : But when he finds 


7 hisneceflity made a vertue , and himſclt truck 


into the repute of a wit ; upon that account hc 
doubts not , his fame will cncrceaſe with his ir- 
religion , and ſo proceeds {till to unravel far. 
ther . till at laſt he leaves not fo much as I be. 
lieve im God: That many have advanc'd fo far is 
too evident, and by ſome ſo own d, rhat they 
will not thank his charity, that ſhall hope better 
ot them. 

'T WAS once the triumph of infant Chriſti- 
anity, that it filenc'd all the Heathen Oracles, and 
within a while demoliſh'd even the WWndrogue 
too: Bur alas, its mature age gives us that ct- 
fe&t in a moſt invertcd ſcniſc, it now has f[crv'd 
to ſuppreſs even the common notions oft a Dezty, 
turn'd out the one as well as the many Grods, and 
inſtead of Polytherfs and Idolaters has made 4 
theifts, and that which Chriſt tclls us was dc 
fign'd to perfett and fill up the Law, has by the 
ſtrange pravity of its profeſſors at once oblire- 
rated both Law and Law-orver out of mens 
minds, thereby exemplitying the old Axiom, 
Corruptio eptim1 eft peſſima ; and the Saint as well 
as the Anzel, it hedeſcrt his innocence , com- 
mences Fiend and Devil. Theſe arc ſuch (ad, 
ſuch dircful tranſmutations as excite nor {6 
much wonder, as grict -and lamentation ; and 

what 


Chap.2. Chriſtian P rachice, &c. 31 


— noone 


—— 


what Rivers, what Occans of Tears arc compe- 
tent to bewail ſuch unutrerable evils. 

THE removal of the Candleftick is fo for- 
midablc a judgement, that the threatning of ir, 
is us'd by Chriſt as the moſt awaking menace to 
the Seven Churches, Revel. 2. 3. but the remo- 
ving it by our own hands is yet an cnhanſement 
ot that higheſt calamity ; when men are come to 
ſuch an inſcnſate obduration , that they court 
their Plagues, become their own Littors, and 
make that their choice which is their extremeſt 
puniſhment , they are certainly too ſecure of that 
ruine they call tor : And may we not fear it may 
prove general, and involve us all : That while 
ſo many cry out to be deliver'd from their Chriſti- 
anity as their load and preſſure, and fo few ex- 
preſs their diflent to that demand : God may in 
judgment grant it , hearken to thoſe that cry 
loudeſt, reſcue his Goſpel from our protane and 
impious violations,and give it to others that may 
bring forth the fruits of ir. 

NOK is this to be fear'd onlv from the ex- 
plicite importunitics of the blaſphemous, for it 
T interpreratively the vote of many others ; who- 
ever gi Ive themſelves up to the dominion of any 
luſt, do wmplicitly renounce their obedience to 
Chriſt, and ſay we will not have thu man to rule 
over us. And when he is thus depos'd from his 
expat and aireEtive power , we have re 1fon to be- 

lieve he will deſpiſe a meer titular loveraignty, 
not ſuffer the Scepter of his Word to remain as 
an Empry Ceremony among thoſe, who pay irno 
real 
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real obedience : Nor be again cloath'd with Pur 
ple, crown'd, and ſaluted King to advance the 
triumph of his ſcorn and crucifixion. 

NOR will the tawning Protcflions of the de- 
mure hypocrite avert, but accelerate this Fate: 
He that makes the Golden Scepter in Chriſts 
hand, a rod of iron in his own, that thinks his 
Samtſhip licenſes him to all the ſevere cenſures, 
and the yet ſeverer ( becauſe more eftective 
oppreſſions ot others , he is certainly to be lookr 
on not only as a Rebel, but an LUlſurper roo, and 
is of all others the higheſt provoker. He that 
tramples under foot the Son of God , does not 
ſo much violate him, as he that pretends to crect 
him a Throne upon bloud and rapine, on per- 
gury and facriledge : Nor does he that accounts 
the Bloud of the Covenant an wnholy thing fo 
much profane it, as he that uſes it as a Varniſ 
to paint over his fouleſt Jults. The Apoſtle has 
long fince told us, there W no concord between 
Chriſt and Belial, and can we think he will be 
paticnt thus to be made ſubſervient to his enc- 
my: Or ſuffer his Ark to be ſet for the ſupport, 
which ſhould be the confuſion of Dagon. Do 
we hind him ſo ſevercly upbraid the hypocritic 
of the Fews, that ſtole, murdered, committed adul- 
ery, and ſwore fulſly, aud yer came and ſtood be- 
fore him m hu houſe, Fer. 7.9. and ſhall wc hope 
he will connive at it in Chriſtians * Was it into- 
lerable protanation in them to account his houſe 
a den of robbers, and ſhall we be permirred to 
make it ſo? They arc ſent to Shiloh to read their 

Own 
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ur- WY own deſtiny , and ſurely we are as likely to find 
the WT ours there too; to be deprived of thoſe advanta- 

ges which we have ſo unworthily abus'd : Nor can 
de- WH we expect, that though God cauſe the natural 
tc: WH Sun to riſe till a5 well on the evil a4 the good, yet 


iſts that the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall continue to ſhine 
his WW on thoſe who will only bask themſclves in his 
res. Rays, grow « &throps trom his neighbourhood ; but 
IVC will not work by his l:ght. 

okt WHEN all this is conhider'd, what a ſad 
and WW abode docs it make? W hen the blaſphemies of the 
-hat W Protanc, the ſenſualities of the Voluptuous, and 
not the mockeries of the Hypocrite, ſend, as it were, 
et daily challenges to Heaven, we cannot but look 
per- Wl it ſhould at laſt overcome its long-ſuftering, awake 
int; W God to vindicate the honour of his Name, and 
- fo Wl not ſuffer it any longer to be thus proſtituted and 
-ni6 WF polluted : that when he ſees his light ſerve only 
has W to aid us the more ſubtilly to contrive our deeds 
ron WH Of darkneſs, he ſhould withdraw it, ſmite us with 
| be WH blindneſs like the Sodomites, whom he finds in 
-nc- Wl ſuch, impure purſuits: And were that blindneſs 
ort , MW ſuch as our Saviour ſpeaks of, Fo. 9. 41. that in- 
Do W tcrr'd the mo fin, 'twere a defirable infliction, 
rific WI but alas,it has none of that property : That which 
4ul- WY is defign'd tor the puniſhment can never be the 
be. Wl cxtenuation of our guilt; but as in Hell there is 
,opc WM an happy Separation of effects , the ſcorching of 
ato- Wl the flame without the light, and the blackneſs of 
zuſc Wl night without the reſt : So in this neareſt ap- 
1 tro Wl proach toir; this Portal to thoſe Chambers of 
heir WI Ccath, there is the ignorance without the excuſe, 
the 


Py 


34 The Gharatter of C hap. 2. 


— 


the darkneſs diveſted of its native quality of hi- 
ding: And when we are enter'd among Heathen 
_ , we muſt yet expect the ſadder portion of 

Apoſtatiz'd C hriſtians hereafter. 

AND © that this conſideration might at laſt 
have its proper operation, rouſc and awake us 
timely to prevent thoſe evils which it will be im- 
poſſible to cure. That by bringing forth ſome 
more genuine and kindly truits, we may avert that 
diſmal ſentence, Gut it down, why cumbreth it th: 

round That men would generally lay to heart 
both the ſin and infamy of being promoters of pub- 
lick ruine; and quench that fire with their tears 
which their fins have kindled, that the faſting 
and prayers, the {ighs and groans of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians may ſupplant the profanc luxu- 
ries, the carnal Jollitics of the Modern. And that 
Sackcloth and Aſhes may become the univerſal 
mode, the only faſhionable dreſs among us. Thu 
both Reaſon and Religion ſugpelt as matter of 
our moſt importunate wiſhes; would God our 
hopes were but half as pregnant. 

BUT the /eſs appearance there is of this uni- 
verſal reformation, th more j2al uſly ought every 
ſingle perſon ro look on himſclt, left he be one 
that obſtruct ir : For ſo he docs who ſtays till it 
be a faſhion, but neglects to contribute his part 
tothe making it ſo, Mecenare willing to diſcou- 
rage themſelves from attempts of this kind , and 
with an unſ{calonable modeſty can refleEt what a 
nothing one man is to » many millions, when 
alas, all that vaſt E mpirc Vice has got in the 

world, 
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world, is founded in the pravity of ſingle perſons, 
and would certainly be ruin'd by their retormati- 
on. The more reaſonable Collection would be, 
that he that confiders himſclt but as one , ſhould 
not ſuffer himſelf ro grow into /eſs; to fall from 
that Unit to a Cypher , by permitting ſloth or co- 
wardizc to cnfceble and Emaſculate him , but on 
the contrary ſhould recollect his ſpirits, actnate 
all his ſtrength, and theretore be ſure to do his 
utmoſt,becauſc that utmoſt is but a /:7tle. 

AN D to this certainly there want not encou- 
ragements, we ſee in common affairs the wonders 
that induſtry and reſolution are able to efteEt, 
and a ſimple courage being exerted has often with- 

out Romance,overcome g1antly difficultics. 'Tis a 
great prejudice is caſt upon vertue by the puſilla- 
nimity ot thoſe that Ike, but dare not abet her. 
When moſt men commit all impictics daringly, 
and openly ,and thoſe tew that do mourn for it, do 
it but in ſecret, the example of the one is contagi- 
ous, but the other has no mcans to diftuſc ir(clt. 
Would men ſtoutly own duty, and not like Peter, 
follow Chriſt afar off, they might yet hope to make 
a party and gain ground in the world. And how 
noble an attempt were this, thus to encounter 
Satan in his higheſt triumph, and recover a loff 
field: And mcthinks thoſe who have any warmth 
ot Picty glowing within, may cahly thus i LNProve 
it into a | flame, ; TIYCpYYNO ai coy Th Tiles Thy ape 
Trr, ddd to their T4 T' os s AS that ſlignihes 
courage : And then readily would ſuc ceed that 
train of Chriſtian exccllencies reckon'd up by 
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St. Peter, 2 Ep. T. 5. knowledge, Femperance, p4- 
tience, godlineſs, and ſuperſtruct on theſe , as it 
there tollows , brotherly kindneſs, and the molt 
comprehenſive charity. We ſhould be not only 
devout towards God , but zcalous towards «Men, 
endeayouring by all prudent means ro recover 
them out of thoſe ſnares of the Devil, whereby 
they arc taken captive. And ſince among all 
thoſe ſnares there is none more cntangling, than 
the creditablencſs and repute of cuſtomary vices, 
to ſect themſclves eſpecially againſt that over- 
grown covering and ornament; thoſe Lock; 
whercin its great, its Szmpſon-like [. rength hes : 
And ſtrive to render it as contemn'd as it is baſe: 
And to this purpoſe nothing is ſo apt, as the cx- 
alting its competitor, fetching vertue our of the 
Dungeon, that darkneſs and obſcurity whercin it 
has long lain forgotten,and by making it ilJuſtri- 
oully viſible in their own practice, put it into the 
poſſibility of attracting others. Indeed there on- 
ly it appears in its true ſplendour , they are but 
dead colours the Sublimeſt ſpeculation can 
put on it, he that would draw it to the lite, muſt 
imprint it upon his own. And thus every pious 
perſon may, nay ought to be a Noah, a preacher 
of righteouſneſs : And it it be his fortune to have 
as imperſwaſible an Auditory, it he cannot avert 
the deluge, it will yct be the providing himſelf an 
Ark, the delivering , yea advancing his own ſoul, 
it he cannot benefit other mens. 

NAY, this being a Noah may qualific him to 


be a Moſes too , give him ſuch an intereſt with 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, . that he may be fit to ſtand in the gap, to 
be an imterceſſor and Mediator for a provoking 
people. And God knows never any pE—_ 
more needed that office : nor any part of this more 
than our ſinful Nation, which having long been 
in the furnace, is indeed now come out, but ſo 
unpurificd, that we have all reaſon to expect a 
return, and that not upon the tormer fruſtrated 
delign of refining ; but upon that more infallible 
and tatal one of conſuming us. This is. ſo dread- 
fal, bur withall ſo juſt an expectation, that it 
there be any Facobs among us; any, who can 
wreſtle and prevail with God, there never was fo 
preſſing necd of their interceſſion. O let all that 
are thus fitted for it, vigorouſly undertake this 
pious work; Ict no Moſes's hands ever wax hea- 
vy, but be always held up in a devout importuni- 
ty ; let them tranſcribe that holy Oratory,which 
he fo often eftcCtually uſed, plead to God his 
own cauſe, with a What wilt thou do to thy great 
Name ? And when there is nothing in us that can 
pretend to any thing but vengeance, ranſack 
Gods boſom, rifle his bowels for arguments of 
compaſſion, repeat to him his ———_— that he 
is long-ſuffering and of great mercy, forgiving ini- 
quity, tranſareſſion and fin, Numb. 14.18. And 
by theſc ſolicite, yea, conjure him to pity. And 
how great an ardency is required to this interceſ- 
hon © What frong cries mfiſt they be that ſhall 
drown ſo loud a clamor of impictics ? And how 
does it reproach the ſlightneſs of our fleepy heart- 
leſs addrefles ? Can we hope to bind Gods hands 
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with Withs and Straws ? To arreſt his vengeance 
with ſuch taint and feeble aſſaults? And when 
natureand danger ſuggelt ro Heathen Nimeveh, 
not only to cry, but cry mightily to God, ſhall 
the ſuperaddition of our Religion damp ours into 
a whiſper, a ſoft unaudible found ? A ſtorm will 
teach the protane Mariner to pray in carneſt, and 
alas! we have not wantcd that diſcipline. Tis 
not long ſince we might have ſaid with thoſe, 
Atts 27. No ſmall tempeſt has long lain on us, net- 
ther Sun nor Stars in many days, nay in many year 
appearing, nothing but black and diſmal portents 
of a final wreck to a poor weather-beaten Ghurch, 
and then ſure 'twas time to be importunate, to 
learn ſo much of inſtruction from the waves that 
tolled us, as to make our prayers keep pace with 
them, in ſwift uninterrupted ſucceſlion, in loud 
and not to be refiſted violence. That we did fo 
then | dare not affirm, but ſure I am the neceſlity 
of it is not yet out-dated; for though the Sky 
however black with clouds carry no thunder in it; 
though the impetuous winds that blow from eve- 
ry quarter, ſhould not break out in tempeſt, and 
bring ſhipwrack tous; yet we too fully cxempli- 
he the truth of the Prophets Axiome, That the 
wicked are bike the troubled Sea, that cannot reſt: 
we have within us a principle of ruine, which can 
operate though nothing trom without excite it. 
A tempeſt is not always neceſlary to fink a Ship, 
one treacherous leak may do it in the greateſt 
calm, and what ſccurity can there then be to our 
torn Veſſel, whoſe rents our continucd diviſioas 


do 
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do ſtill keep open. Indeed our preſervation muſt 
de as our reſtauration was, the work of Omnipo- 
ence; thither therefore let us addreſs with 
St. Peters pathetick Prayer, Save, Lord, or we 
periſh. O that all who are concern'd in the grunt 
f that Petition, would qualitic themſclves to 
Tis xreſent it; life up ſach pure hands, that God 
who hears not ſinners, Foh. 9. may yet hear them, 
afford a gracious car, and give an anſwer of 
Peace. 
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A CHAP. 111. 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Inconſsle- 


df ration. 
MN H E laſt Section having defeated all the 


promiſing hopes of the former, by ſhew- 
ing us how ſadly we have truſtrated all 


= he deſigns and engagements of our protcſſion ; 
pli encrvated all thoſe apt and powertul methods, 


nd how perfectly contrary our prattices are to 
ef: =" rules, mcer curioſity would more prompt us 
to enquire what are the hidden cauſes of thoſe fo 


can | | 
> {iecange effetts ; what unhappy propriety there is 
ip in the /ozl, that after ſo much culture and husban- 


ot (ory it ſhould produce nothing but 14d Grapes; 
and by what arts and wiles Satan has not only eva- 
ded, but even retorted thoſe blows which were 
aim'd at him. But as in diſeaſes the pains and 

D 2 languiſh- 
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languiſhings arc obvious to the groſleſt ſenſe, but 
the ſprings and originals of-them moſt frequently 
lye deep, and are {o complicated and interwoven, 
that they require much art to ſearch and to di 
ſtinguiſh them: nay, do often mock the molt 
ſubrile inquiſitor, and ſend him back with mee 
conjectures and uncertain gueſles: fo in this 
Epidemick Spiritual diſtemper, the malady is no 
torious and viſible, but the cauſes of it not ſoc 
fily determin'd, yet that not ſo much from the 
darkneſs as the number of them ; ſo many do pre 
tend, and that with very good colour, to this un 
happy, this monſtrous birth, that a So/omon hin: 
ſelf muſt have made the propoſal of dividing it 
as not being able to have aſſign'd it entire to any 
one Mother. 

INDEED fo many are the concurrents to 
wards it, that it would far exceed the limits 
this little Tract, but to point at them : I ſhall 
not therefore undertake any ſuch exa# enumers 
tion, but ſhall only take notice of thoſe which 
cither tor the generality or degree of their effics 
cy appear the moſt eminent. 

AND firſt the great and Rtupid Inconfiderati 
on which moſt men _ concerning their Relig 
on, may well paſs for a main cauſc of its fruſtrs 
tion. Ghriſtianity may make Archimedes his chal 
lenge ; give it but where it may ſet its foot; allos 
but a ſober advertence to its propoſals, and it 
will move the whole world: it comes with moſt 
invincible and controuling arguments, but ſtil 
they arc arguments, and thoſe muſt firſt obtain 

attention, 
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attention, before they can force aſſent ; they will 
molt infallibly weigh down the ſcales, though the 
whole world were the counter-balance ; but then 
that muſt preſuppoſe their being put into thoſe 
Scales; their being cntertain'd with ſo much of 
deliberation, as may try and cxamine their 
weight. In a word, they addreſs to us as men,that 


meer 

1 this is, creatures enducd by God with rational Souls 
is no and diſcurſive facultics ; but if we will ſuppreſs 
ſoc: theſe, and ſer up only the brute to give audience, 
n th: we mult not expect Balaams prodigy ſhall be eve- 


0 pre-il ry day repeated, that the Leaft ſhould be wiſcr 
is ur than the rider, and conſequently cannot wonder 
 hin-WY if the Succeſs vary with the Auditors. 
ng it, AND 'tis to be fcar'd, this is the ſtate of 
2 an moſt of us, that all the convincing Logerck, thar 
demonſtration of the Spirit, as St. Paul calls it, 
ts to and all the perſwaſive Rhetorick of the Golpel, 
its oi find us ſo ſtupid and unconcern'd, that they can 
ſhallW make no impreflion : all the avenues are fo blockt 
ner WJ up, that they can find no way of approach- 
hich ing us. We arc like the Indian Serpents Phile- 
ics fr atws mentions, proot againſt all charms, but 
ſuch as with their glittering ſplendor aſlaulr our 
Eyes: nothing moves us but what courts our 
Senſcs, and what is not groſs enough to be ſeen, we 
think too nice to be conſider d. The form and 
name of Chriſtianity men find ready to their 
hands, and it coſts them no labour to pur it on : 
but ſho21d they be interrogated of the import and 
henificancy of it, I fear many would be at a loſs 
what to anſwer, Men call themſclves Ghri/irans 
D 3 as 
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as they do French or Engliſh, only becauſe they 
were born within ſuch a Territory, take up their 
Religion as a part of their fate, the temper of their 
Climate, the entail of their Anceſtors, or any 
thing moſt remote trom their choice ; the proteſ- 
ſion of it deſcends to them by way of inheritance, 
and like young carcleſs Heirs, they never are at 
the charge to ſurvey it, to inform themſelves ci. 
ther of the Hucs, or Revenues of it ; what bur: 
dens it lays,or what advantages it promiſes. Eye. 
ry man ſees they are vaſt multitudes that have cn- 
tered the Baptiſmal vow, and I fear no ſmall num: 
bers of them, that weigh it as little when they 
ſhould perform it, as they did when they made it. 
Have no other notion of Baptiſm, but as a cuſtom 
of the place, or a time of feſtivity: confider no 
farther ſignificancy in theſe ſpiritual bands, than 
they do in the Swadling-cloaths of their infancy, 
and can give no better account why they took on 
them Ghrifts livery, than why they wear ſuch gor- 
ments as the common faſhion of their Country pre- 
ſcribes them. 

THIS isin many the effcct of groſs igno- 
rance,that really know nothing that borders upon 
Religion : and where that is the principle, we can- 
not think it ſtrange to ſee their prattices propor- 
tionable ; this returns them into the ſtate of Hea- 
themſm, and while they walk in that darkneſs, it 
15 no wonder it they often fall : the only matter 
of admiration is, that there ſhonld be any ſuch 
darkneſs among us; that the glorious hight, as 
St. Paul tc:ms it, of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhould 
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they WF not long crc this have diſpell'd it out of our Hor;- 
their 2on, and certainly, that it has not, muſt be ow- 
their ing to ſome very great ur ſo that concerning 
© any By ſuch perſons the Diſciples queſtion, Feb.9.is very 
rote. pertinent, Who did fin, this man or hu Parents e 
ance, WF Where men are ſo ignorant, it mult neceflarily 
rc at BY infer their Parents negligence in infuling,or their 


ES Cl- BY own {tubborn perverſencisin reſiſting inſtruction; 
bur. WF but 'tis more probable to conclude the former, 
Eve. WT Gace if Children were early inſtituted, knowledge 
c cn 8 would inſcnfibly infinuate itſelf, betore their 
wm Bl years had arm'd them with obſtinacy enough to 
they Wl make head againſt it: but when by the Parents 
fe it. WF e<milIncſs the proper Seeds-rime is loſt, the ſoil 
/f0 I grows ſtiff and untractable ; the labour of Icarn- 
Tno By ing averts their Childhood, and the fame of it 
than Wl their Manhood, and ſo they grow old in their ig- 
Cy, WH norance,arc ready to leave this world before they 
k On i come to know any thing of that which is to ſuc- 
09-  cccd it. This is a common, but certainly, a moſt 
2Ic- WH deplorable caſe ; and as it loudly accuſes thoſe Pa- 
rents, who thus wretchedly hazard their Chil- 
no- Ui drens greateſt concernments, ſo certainly it re- 
pon BW fects not very laudably upon thoſe, who by 
an- Bf ſlighting that excellent Order of Gonfirmation i 
or- WF this Church, have beſides all other advantageYot 
ea- WF it, robb'd them of that happy reſerve, which the 
it I care of their Spiritual Parent had provided to re- 


ter pair the negligence of their Natural; but guilt 
ch has a miſerable kind of infinity, and leflens nor 
as i by being communicated ; and therefore though 
1d theſe unknowing perſons may with juſtice enough 
of D 4 accuſs 
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accuſe others, yet can they never the more abſolr; 
themſelves. Indeed they cannot tax others omil. 
ſions towards them, without a tacit reproach of 
their own: for if it were a fault in the Parent, to 
let their infancy want thoſe neceſſary infuſions, 
*ris ſurely ſo in themſelves,to let their riper year; 
continue in that deſtitution. And ſure 'tis not 
probable there could be a more irrational motiye 
to the former, than that which prevails with the 
[iter; to wit, the fear of ſhame, 'which certain 
ly much more properly belongs to him that lies 
ſtupidly under his want, than he that induſtri 
oully ſets to cure it : ſo that while they go thus 
prepoſterouſly to avert reproach, they invite it; 
nay, and do beſides betray one of their moſt im 
portant ſecrets, diſcover themſelves more ſolici. 
tous about appearances than realities; to be 
thought knowing than to be ſo, A —_ kind 
of ſpeculative Hypocriſic, which yet leads to all 
the pratiical protaneneſs incident to thoſe, who 
live without God in the world. 

BUT would God the unchatechiz'd were the 
only perſons we had to complain of in this matter: 
There is another ſort as ignorant, who have not 
that plea; who by a wretchleſs Inconfideration, 
have made a ſhifr to «nlearn what they had once 
becn taught. That this is naturally very poſlible 
no man can queſtion, that obſerves how deſuetude 
will rob a man of any Science, or other habit. 
But in this caſe there is yet a farther concurrent 
towards it; Chriſts parable tells us of Fowles that 
devoured the Seed, which himſclt interprets to - 
enc 
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the wicked one, which catcheth away the word 
ſow'n in mens hearts: When that ſpiritual ſeed 
lies looſe and ſcatter'd upon the ſurface, and is 
not by deep and ſerious meditation harrowed, as 
it were, into the ground, it offers itſelf a ready 
prey to the devourer, and God knows the event 
1s too ready to atteſt the truth of the obſervation: 
For do we not ſce many whoſe childhoods have 
wanted nothing of Chriſtian nurture, that have 
had all advantages to the making them wſe unto 
ſalvation, yet tufter their manhood to wear 'out 
and oblirerate all thoſe rudiments of their youth ; 
and thar not only out of their prattice, but even 
out of their memory too: this( would we be pa- 
tient to have the experiment made ) would, 1 
doubt not, be found too true in divers, and they 
would appear leſs able to approve themſelves, 
not only to the Confeſſor, but even to the Gate- 
chift in their adult age, than they were in their 
eMinority; as having ſcarce cver thought of the 
principles of their religion, ſince they conn'd 
them to avoid correction ; and then 'tis no won- 
der if they paſs into the ſame forgetfulneſs with 
other the occurrences of that ſlzppery age. 

BUT it with ſome the memory have been fo 
invincibly farthful, as not to have rehgnd its 
depoſitum ; it it do happen obſtinatcly to retain 
thoſe carly impreſſions which were made on it ; 
yet alas! that alone will be of little avail : 
tis true that is the ſtore-houſe, and 'tis good to 
have that well repleniſht; bur if irs plenty be 
only within it{clf, uncommunicatcd ; it the gra- 
nary 
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nary, though never ſo full, be ſcal'd up, it gives | 
no ſecurity againſt a famme: a mans remem.- | 
brance of his Creed may tell him there is a | 
God, and that he is Almighty ; * but it his rcaſon 
be ſo much aſleep, as not to infer from thence 
the neceſſity of reverencing and obeying him 
who is all powertul to revenge our contemprs, 
he may repeat the Article every day, and yet nc- 
verthcleſs Atheiſftically, In like manner he may 
go on to the Birth, Death, and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt; but it he weigh not the obligations to 
gratitude and duty, which devolve on him from |} 
thence, he may remember his Birth, and yer nc- 
ver be regenerate: his Death, and yct not dye to 
fn: and his Reſurret{ion, and yet lie rotting in his 
own corruption, and not rilc with him to nenne({ of | 
life. So he may proceed to his coming to Fudge 
the quick and the dead ; but it he rcfleCt not on 
his own particular concernment init; if he con- 
ſider not that for every the ſecreteſt thing, E.ccl.1r. 
God will bring him, as well as others, to judgment ; 

he may talk of Dooms-day as men do of ſuch A/- 
ſizes as they have no Tiial at, but it will never 
ſct him a trembling,or give him the providence to 
anticipate his ſentence ; ſo judge himſclt here, 
that he may not be judged of the Lord. And fo 
proportionably in all tho parts of our Chriſtian 
Faith : he that does not cxtract trom them their 
proper and juſt inferences, ſhall never feel their 
efficacy. He has indeed in that excellent Sy- 
fteme, a molt infallible Gatholicon, againſt all his 


ſpiritual Maladics ; but 'tis a Medicine, nota 
Charm; 
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Charm ; robe taken, not laid by him ; and it he 
fail in application, he will as certainly miſs of 
the cure : And this gives us one too clear a rea- 
ſon, why ſo many, in the molt fatal ſenſe, are 
fick and weak among 14, and faln aſleep; arc firſt 
lethargick, and then ſtark dead im treſpaſſes and 
fins. Men do not by ſober conſideration ſuck 
out the vertuc which would heal them : they 
look on the Creed as Chrifts badge, and fo long 
as they bear that, they think none mult queſtion 
their Chriftianity : whereas 'tis indeed more pro- 
perly his Military Symbolum, or recognition of 
the Cauſe, and General they fight for : an cn- 
paging them to all the obedicnce, hdclity and 
conſtancy of reſolute ſouldicrs : and to this pur- 
poſe it is that we ffand up at the recital of the 
Creed, as owning our Baptiſmal promiſe,to fight 
_ under our Saviours Banner againſt Sim, 
the World, and the Devil; and if we do not thus, 
tis not material what profeſſions we make, we 
are the ſame deſertors whether we tay in our own 
Camp, or run over to the enemies; throw away 
our Arms, or not uſe them ; renounce our Chri- 
ſtian faith, or not tmprote it. Sloth is as miſ- 
chievous in war as treachery or cowardize, and 
he that keeps his ſmord in the heath, is as unfor- 
midable an enemy, as he that brings none into the 
= 
N D how many ſuch inſignificant combe» 
138 are there L. the Chriſtian Camp, that on- 
ly lend their Names to fill up the * Mu fler-roll, 
but never dream of going upon ſervice? "Tis 
certain 
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certain there arc as-many ſuch, as there are care. 
leſs uncoafidering ProfefTors : and theſe, tis tg 
be fear'd, make fo great a number, that were the 
Church put to eſtimate her forces, and examine 
what effectively her frength is, ſhe would find 
the deceit of falſe muſters as great among the Fp;. 
ritual as the Civil Souldicry. It is indeed x 
molt amazing thing to ſce, that that which iz 
the one great and important intcreſt of all men, 

ſhould of all other things meet with the leaſt | 
regard. If we make a propoſal of worldly pro- 
fic,though incumbred with many difficultics,and 
liable to many uncertainties, we ſhall not only 

have an attentive hearing, but aCtive care and di- | 
ligent purſuit of the deſign ; it will be driven to 
the laſt glimpſe of hope ; and it the firſt attempt 
miſcarry, the next occaſion is laid hold of ; but 
here, where the prize is ſo rich, the conditions (© 
ealic, the acqueſt ſo certain, yet ( as if theſe were 
deterring, averting qualitics ) we cannot be got 
to take the matter into our deliberation. Alas, 

what ſtupid folly has poſſcſt men ? And by what | 
meaſures do they make their eſtimates ? How arc 
their precious Souls become ſo vile in their eyes, 
that they are the only part of them, which they 
think below their regard ? In an Eprdemick dif. 
eaſe every man looks out for _4ntidote or Mc- 
dicine for his own pcculiar, and does not ac- 
quieſce in that filly confidence that he ſhall do 
as well as other men : yet in this greater danger, 
that is their avowed comfort, and keeps them as 


cheartul as if they had the moſt ſolid grounds of 
ſecurity 
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1s to ſecurity. Alas, can numbers out-face damnation, 
c the W or do men hope that by going in troops to Hell 
nine WF they ſhall maſter the native inhabitants, ſubdue 
find WF thoſc legions of tormentors, and become conque- 
Spr- rers inſtead of ſufferers? This is ſure too wild an 
ed 2 imagination for any to entertain, yet what more 
h is ſober one can any pretend, in favour of ſo ſtu- 
nen, pendous an improvidence * 

caſt } BUT 'twill be much more ſcaſonable to re- 
Pro- form than Apologize or Rhetoricate; and there- 
and fore 'twill import thoſe men, who like the inha- 
nly WH bitants of Laih, dwell careleſs, quict, and ſe- 
| di- WF curc, to look about them; to enter into ſerious 
n to conſultation how they may avert that ruine 
npt which waits upon ſuch a ſupine temper ; not to 
but W ſuffer themſelves to periſh in the mid(t of ſuch 
{6 poſſibilities, nay ſolicitations to be ſaved : but 
ere at laſt aftord an audicnce to that Embaſſic which 
pot WI is ſent them from Heaven, Ponder well thoſe 
las, WI eafie terms of reconciliation which are propos d : 
hat the ineflimable advantages conſcquent to the em- 
are bracing that amity ; and the as ineſt:mable detri- 
CS, ment of refuſing it : In a word,not to pleaſe them- 
cy ſelves with the empty title, but to penetrate the 
lif- full purport and {ignificancy of their Chriſtianity, 
[c- and when they have done this ſoberly and atten- 
ac- tively; having removed this firſt and molt gene- 
do ral obſtruction to piety, they will find them- 
cr, ſelves aſſaulted by ſuch force of reaſon, that they 


4s mult cither be very ill Logicians, or very good 
of Chriſtians. 
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CHAP. IV. 
A Survey of tbe Miſchiefs ariſing from Partial Con- 


fideration. 


EXT to the fupid and mcerly vege- 
N table ſtate of total incogitancy, we may 

rank rhat partial and peace-meal con- 
hideration, by which Chriſtianity is mutilated 
and detorm'd, depriv'd of all its force to attract 
and ſubduc mens hearts: for as in artificial 
Movements, therc is ſuch a dependence of one 
part upon another, that the ſubſtracting of any 
one deſtroys the whole frame: ſo in this fprritual 
Machin defign'd to raiſe our dull mortality to 
Heaven, the divine wiſdom of its maker has 
combin'd its ſeveral parts, that he who ſevers, 
ruines; he that applics it not in its united 


ſtrength, will find no aid frem its unjoynted | 


ſcatrercd particles. St. Paul tells us, 1 Gor. 12. 
that in the natural body, the making it all Lye, 
or Hand, the reducing the many members to one, 
is deſtructive to its being : ( it they were all one 
member where were the body, verſe 20.) and we 
in reaſon muſt expect the ſame event will fol- 
low here. If we advance one part of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith to the annihilation of the reſt, 'tis 
impoſſible that ſhould ſupply the place of the 
whole; but the more that member is ſwoln 
above its native {ize, the more unwerildy, not the 
more ffrong it grows ; and loſcs that active rigor, 
Wc 
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which it recciv'd by a ſocial communication with 
the other parts. 

TIS Gods charge againſt the Prieffs, Mak 2. 
that they have been parti: if in the Lan, 2oIfxu 
7:9 litters up of taces in it; preferr'd ſome 
more agreeable parts,and diſcountenanc'd others ; 
were not only judges of the Law, but unjuſt 
judges too. And 1 tcar the endictment may now 
run more gencrally againſt the People alſo; that 
they have been partial in the Goſpel: culled 
and choſcn out thoſe ſottcr and miore gentle 
diftares which ſhould leſs grate and diſturb 
them : like well the Ort that makes them have 
a chcartul countenance, but are not ſo forward 
to deal with the Wine which ſhould ſcarch and 
cleanſe their ſores. We make all our addeefles 
to the promiſes, hug and careſs them; And in the 
interim let the command: ſtand by neglected. A 
divinity indeed fitly apportion'd to the devotion 
of theſe trmes, which loves to make an offering 
to God of that which cofts them nothmg, and yiclds 
a preference to that way of mor/b:;p which af- 
ſurcs Salvation beſt cheap, and at the eafreſt terms ;; 
but would men conſider, they would find, that 
the commands are the ſupreme and moſt eminent 
part of the Evangelical Covenant, the promiſes 
come bur as hand- maids and attcndants : an ho- 
nourable retinuc to invite the more reſpectiul 
entertainment, and it ſhould be remembred that 
of this ſort are the threatnings to0; and there- 
tore they have ſurcly an cqual right co our regard, 
eſpecially when many of them have the acceflion 
ot 
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of Gods Oath, to bind and ſtrengthen their per. 
formance. And whar a ſcandalous and abſurd 
partiality is this, that when the precepts come 
with this ſolemnity, the more to command our 
reverence, we fingle out this one part of the 
Train and pay our homage untoit; lay hold on 
the Promiſes, not thoſc that ſpeak damnation to 
impenitence, but the other halt of them which 
give aſſurances of favour. And like the Berjs 
mites to the daughters of Shiloh, run away with 
them, poffeſs our ſelves of theſe by rape, in 
ſpight of all the incapacitics we lye under; 
though God has ſworn, that no diſobedicnt pro- 
voker ſhall enter into his reſt. 

THAT this is really the caſc of many is 
more than probable ; for by what other artifice is 
ir poſſible tor them to reconcile their large 
hopes, with their no purifying ; their confident 
expectations of Heaven, with their greedy rapa- 
cious purſuits of Earth; their ſecure dependence 
on the Bloud of their Saviour, with their remor{- 
leſs eftuſions of that of their Brethren ? Did they 
conlider the inſeparable connexion between the 
Precepts and the Promiſes, 'twere hard for them 
to be ſo wicked, but impoſſible to be ſo ſunguine. 
Did the unclean perſon believe that none bur zhe 
pure in heart ſhall ſee God, if he could be ſo much 
Swine,as {till to chuſe the mire ; yet ſurc he could 
not expect to be Rapt from thence into Heaven. 
Did the Drunkard conſider the ſentence of the 
Apoſtle excluding all ſuch from the Kingdom of 
God, 1x Gor. 6. 10. if he can be content ſo ſadly 
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to over-buy his fin; as to pay that Kingdom for 
his ſhot; yet certainly even he cannot be ſor 
enough to expect rhe poſſcilion oft what he has fo 
ſold,or hope that from one of his drunken rrances, 
he ſhall awake to glory. Did the Covetous extortio- 
ner obſerve that hc is involv'd in the ſame ſen: 
Om 6 remember that ſuch Violents (all take, not 
heaven,but hell, by force ; it the terrors of the Lord 
could not have force enough to melt his bowels, 
tounclutch his griping hand , or diflcize him of 
his prey: yet ſurc it mult diſcourage him from 
graſping of Heaven too, from h 1oping to defraud 
God as he has done men, and tri a, g himſclt into 
an cltatc in the land of the living : and in like 
manner all othcr hoping WE if they would 
ruine, yet mult ccaſc from Hattcring themſclves, 
muſt chuſe damnation bare-fac'd , and not fancy 
that their poſting on in the broad way ſhall ever 
bring them to life. And ſure this diſcovery of 
their cltatc , were a very good ſtep to the curing 
it: For though tis poſſible ſomc fe w may be © flo 
furdy an impicty , as to chuſe echeir fr with all 
its conſcquents ; yet ſure all ſinners arc not of 


that [trong COMmPICXion , and therctore Sgztun is 
put to his wiles and artifices , is fain to hoodwin 


thoſe that arc apt to fart ; and diſguilcs the dan- 
per when he ſecs the truc app arance of it will 
terrifie and avert. This was his o/4 policy with 
our fir? parents ; he dazics thels eves with the 
viorrous , but abuſive propoſal of becoming like 
Gods, that thev might not diſc, rn how ncar thev 
Were approaching to become like Devils ; and 
F this 
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this under the pretence of confidence and friend: 
ſhip, diſcovering,as it were, a ſecret to them,that | 
God envied them that promotion, which his grea- 
ter kindneſs was ſolicitous to procure tor them, 
And as it the ruine of mankind,;,n Maſſa had been 
too [light a Trophey tor that one Stratagem, he re- 
peats it again to the individuals, ncckrnden men 
that the path of obedicnce which God has chalke 
our is ſtrait, and narrow, rugged and incumbred; 
that there is a ſhorter cut,an caſicr paſſage to lit: 
that they may be led into Canaan a ncarcr way, 
ſtep into it immediatcly from the ficſh-pots of 
Egypt, and ſcape the tedious weary March in the 
Wilderneſs: never ſo much as call at Mount 
Sinai, or be affrighted with the Thunders of the 
Law. Ina word, they need not work out their Sal 
vation, but be they never ſo lothtul they may m 
berit the promiſes, Heb. 6. 12. this is his ons 
grand Goncluſion, though he has ſeveral medrum! 
to infer it by : wherewith as with ſo many tool: 
and Engines he furniſhes men for the filing or! 
breaking of thab ſacred link between duty and 
reward ; and of theſe he has great variety fitted 
to the hands, and kill of thoſe that manage 
them. I ſhall not undertake to ranſack his work 
rae give an inventory of his Utenſils, but 
ſhall rather in general beſcech all thoſe, who 
have made this unhappy ſeparation, to remember 
from whoſe Forge they took their Inſtruments, 
and then conſider whether his officiouſneſs in 
ſupplying them , can argue any thing but that 
tis his work they arc about. Can any think that 

he, 
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he, whoſe eternal paſtime it will be to torment 
men,can really be folicitous of their caſe; that he 
would chuſc out for them the pleaſanteſt paths, 
were it not that he knows they lcad to the cham- 
bers of death ? When Ghrift whole ſole bulinets it 
was to ſave mens fouls, has preſcrib'd us a courſe 
which ſhall aſſuredly conduct us unto happineſs, 
what can it be but phrenſtc to reſort to Abaddon, 
the deſtroyer for an caſicr method, or expect 
more gentleneſs and compaſhon trom the roaring 
Lion, than from the Lamb of God. 

NAY indecd this is not only to attribute to 
him more tenderneſs, but hdeliry too: to believe 
him in oppoſition to all the expreſs afhrmations 
of God; and when he who is truth irſclt has 
told us, that ex: eps we repent we ſhall all periſh, 
Lute I2. 5. and that without hol: e(s no man ſhall 
ſee the Gn, Heb. 12.14. to disbelieve this only 
upon his bare credit, who was a lyar from the 
beginning: This indeed is a prodigious compotiti- 
on of blaſphemy and folly ; a ſtrange contumely 
to God, but fatal treachery to our ſelves: For 
alas ! Satan cntertains us all this while but with a 
trick of Legerdemain , and as TJuglers make us 
believe we have cut the firieg, , which vet pre- 
ſcntly after they ſhew us whole; fo he perſwades 
us he has thus ſever'd the Condition from the Pre- 
miſes , when to our prict it will finally appear 
their union was murlable. "Tis notall our vain 
confidence that can reverſe the immurable di- 
vine Law ; we may, 'tis true, d: laude our f[clves, 
keep up our ſpirits high; in a ({=cure jullity ear 
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and drink, and riſe up to play, and ſo not only loy- | 
ter, bur revel out our day, till the nrght overtake | 
us wherein mo man can work ; but we ſhall never be 
able to propagate the deceit, where only it could 
avail us; to perſwade God to pay the hire to 
thoſe that have been no labourers, or give the 
prize to any who have not run to obtain it. Let 
every man therefore in a juſt renderneſs to his 
own Soul, ſtrictly examine his hopes, try, not 
how high they towre, but how deep they arc 
founded ; whether on the ſand or on the rock; 
the flattering deluſions of Satan, and the dreams 
of his own Phancy, or on the Promiſes of God: 
for though all pretend to build on the latter, yet 
God knows, a multitude of fooliſh Architet: 
there are, which miſtake their ground, take that 
for aſſurance that is not : And this trucly is 2 
thing deſerves to be ſoberly conſider'd ; they that 
moſt greedily catch at the Promiſes, do often 
embrace a cloud inſtead of the Deity which they 
ſo cagerly graſp, and thereby think to enjoy 
But faithful obedience, and not nſolent hope: 
commend us unto God. The I indecd de- 
ſcribes to us great and incſtimable fel:crtres; = 
he that can think this gives him Tirle to the 
may as well pretend to the whole World , — 
he has the Mjp of it in his houſe : for though it 
mentions ch to all, yct it promiſes them to 
none but 


obedicnr. And thoſe Iſraet; tes 
which Hed from the fight of Goliah, 1 Sam 
I7.24. might as reaſonably challenge the re 


ward propos'd to the victor , as men can pretend 
to 
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"4 
"Ry ro enter into lite without Keeping the Command- 
take Y ments: this then is the one Griterion , by which 
-r be i 2 man may judge of his hopes ; it they be but pro- 
ouls MW portionable ro his obedience, they are then regu- 
re to lar, and ſuch as will not make him aſham'd , but 
« the W prove incentives and engagements to every good 

1: WW work. Let himobey as much as he can, and 
. his WI then he need not deny himſelt the comfort of ho- 
' not Wl ping as much as he can too. But if his hopes cx- 
are WI c<cd this meaſure, and ſquare themſelves only by 


,, WH his nies; it he look for Heaven, not becauſe he 


ag. is qualified tor it, but becauſe he wants or covets 
4. it; this is rather to dream than hope, and ſuch 
ver WG mhimſies will as foon invelt the beggar in wealth, 
itefls the detam'd in honour, the fick in health, or any 


th: Wl man in any thing he has but a mind to, as com- 
paſs Heaven tor the bold Fiductary. 

that | IT is indced like thole Lunacies wherein mens 
fancies adopt them Heirs to thoſe Kingdoms, 


»tten | 
hey Wl flicy know nothing more of, than the names; and 
nioy. Wl 17s the Analogy holds as well in the cure as the 


diſeaſe: let theſe Patients awhile be kept dark, 
1 de. Wt faken from the dazling contemplations of their 
bor WY (2ginary priviledges, to the fad reflection on 
their fins: and as God expoſtulates with Iſrael, 


"Me 
wa Ezck. ZZ. 26. le ſtan [ upon your ſword, ye work abo- 

h it mination , and ye defile every man hu nerohbours 
n toll "fc and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land ? So let them re- 
lite; cif to themſelves the Catalogues of their impic- 


Cn i tics» and then ask thcir own hearts, whether 
thele be the qualifications of thoſe that ſhall reſt 


e re | | - | 
rond WM 12 Gods holy hill ? Whether theſe marks of the 
0 F, £ Beaſt 
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Beaſt can ever rank them among the followers of þ 
the Lamb? And let theſe a”, Kee 1 preſt | 
home , reiterated ſo often, till by repeated | 
ſtrokes they have made good the other part of the 
method, made their Souls bleed, and by that Spi. 
ritual Phlebotomy, temper'd their ſwelling veins, 
allaycd the over-ſanguineſs of their conſtitution: 
and then there remains but one thing more to 
complete the courle , and that is bringing them | 
into the Work-houſe, ſerting them really to work 
out their ſalvation with fear and trembling, which 
they had ſo near played away by contidence and 
eq —" And when they have done thus, they 
ave verified their hopes, and then may ſafely 
reaſſume them : They are return'd again with ad. 
vantage to their firſt point, and arc that in ſober. 
meſs and reality, which they then were only in f- 
Elton and emagination, 

AND now would God mcn. would once be 
content to be thus diſabus'd; that they would not 
be ſo in love with deceit, as in the Prophets 
phraſe, Fer. 8. 5. to hold it faſt : that they woul! 
not chuſe Chrmeres's and phant aſtick Images before 
real and ſubſtantial Þelicitics; and preter that 
hope which will be ſure to kip-wrack them, before 
that which will be an Anchor of the Youl, ſare and 
fredfaft, Heb. 6.19. and if this {> reaſonable a 
propoſal may be embrac't;if the World ſhould,zs 
the Spaniard ſaid, but riſe wiſe one morning, what 
a deal of dead merchandize would Satan have up: 
on his hands? Many of thoſe they call the com- 
tortable Doctrines would want vent , which arc 

NOW 
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now the Staple commodity of his Kingdom. 
What thoſe are , 'tis no part of my deſign to ex- 
aminc,it will be every mans particular concern to 
do it for himſclf; which he may do by this one 
tclt; whether they more animate men to hope 
well, than to live well * Whether they bring 
Alexanders ſword to cut aſunder the Gordian 
knot,to ſever between the promiſe and the condi- 
tion ? Or the ſword of the Sprrit to ſubduc all to 
the obedience of Chriſt?If the former, we may cx- 
pe&t the fruits of ſuch will be all that licentioul- 
neſs which Str. Paul deſcribes , as the works of the 
fleſh, Gal. 5. 19. it being not to be imagin'd, that 
the precepts of the Goſpel,which they Rvide from 
the promiſes only, that they might fall off , ſhall 
then be wolunt arily taken up in mere good nature 
and heroick Generolity; that thoſe who are fo in- 
duſtrious to avoid the neceflity of Goriftian 'T 4+ 
Hice, will makc it their free-will-offerime. If chere 
ſhould happen to be ſome few of ſo ingenuous 2 
gratitude; yet 'tis certain, that is not our coum- 
mon mould; few men will be better than they 
think their intereſt bids them be , and theretore 
ſuch principles arc dangerous Seminaries of Lz- 
bertimiſm : and 'tis mens very important concern- 
ment not to admit them. Let not then their 
cheartul aſpe& recommend them to our embraces; 
men may be kill'd with too much Cordial ; that 
which ſeems to refreſh the Spirits may cnflame 
the Bloud,and though cold porſons have gotten the 
tame of being the molt malignant, yet there are 
bot that arc as infallibly mor tiferocs. Let it be 
L 4 our 
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our carc in oppolition to both, to keep our ſelyes 
in that moderate, equal remper, which belongs 
to healthy Souls : and ſince that is the vitalleſt 
heat which is gotten by exerciſe, ſet to our buſi 
neſs, employ our ſclves diligently in all thoſe dy. 
tics the Goſpel cxacts, and then we ſhall not 
want ſuch an hope as may warm our hearts, keep 
us ina cheartul expectation, till we come to the 
glorious fruition of that Eternal Salvation which 
God has promiſed to all them , and only them that 
obey him. And till we do thus, till we conſider 
as wel] what we arc to do, as what wearc to re 
cerve ; there will be no hope of reſtoring Chriſt 
anity to its native vigour : we ſhall make it cva- 
porate all its ſtrength in «n/1gnificant hopes , Con- 
vert it into Air, to bear up our Bubbles , inſtcad 
of that firin ground, whereon we ſhould build ver: 
tue here, and glory hereafter. 


BAAF.: V. 


A Su rvey of the Miſchief) ariſing from Carnal Gow 


"mſg | n 
j(acrarion, 


FTER thc diſadvantages of Parti 
Conſideration , may fairly be ſubjoyn d 

Y thc ills of that advertency, which is im- 
pregnatcd by ſenſuality and ſloth, and makes pre- 
tence unto right reaſon, but tends indeed as much 
as any thing to tne fruſtrating the delrgn, and en: 
tceoiing 


FY 
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feebling the force of our Religion : ſuch cloſe re- 
ſerves of deccit and malice have men to their own 
Souls, that when they quit one ſtrong hold of Sa- 
tans, tis only to retreat to another. When they 
are not ſo brisk and Acrial, as lightly to skip over 
thoſe precepts, that lyc in their way, they are {o 
groſSand unwary as to fall at them; it they may 
not paſs for Straws and Chafte , ſuch as every 
blaſt of vain confidence may blow away,they ſhall 
then be improved into Heaps and Mountains, be- 
come ſtones of ſtumbling and rocks of oftence ; 
and when they arc call'd upon to Confider them, 
they doit in ſo perverſe a manner, as it they 
meant to revenge themſelves on that unwelcome 
importunity : their conſideration is worle than neg- 
left. They look into them infidioully, not as 
Diſciples but as Spres ; not to weigh the oblige- 
ingneſs, but to quarrel the unreaſonablenoſs or 
difficulty of the injunCtions ; not to direct their 
ratlice, but cxculc their prevarications, 

FROM this unfincere kind of inſpection it 
is, that the Precepts have got ſo formidable ap- 
pearance with many, that they have fallen under 
{uch heavy prejudices, as to reſolve them intole- 
rable yokes, inſuperable tasks : that this Canaan 
is a land that cats up its inhabitants, wherein 
there is ſo little of enjoyment ,that it ſcarce affords 
a betng. Men count a life under ſuch reſtraints, 
ſo joylcſs and uncaſlic, that it difters from death 
only, by being more paſſive. They think Zeal 
like a Hefick Feaver,in a flow, bur certainly fatal 
Fire, exhauſts and conſumes the Sprrits. Morti- 
fication 
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fication and ſelf-denial macerate and decay the 
body ; and liberality diſſipates and waſtes the 
eftate: And with theſe Apparitions, which them. 
clves have conjur'd up, men run frighted from 
duty, reſolve the burden is unſupportable, or at 
leaſt grievous to be born , and therefore, as our 
Saviour ſays of the Phariſees, will not touch it , no 
not ſo much as with one of therr fingers, eMat. 23. 
4- never make any attempt to try what indeed 
they arc; but take their meaſures from their 
own, or perhaps other mens prejudicate opini- 
ons, and thence take out an Authentich Record 
and Patent for floth, fancy the journey too long 
for them, and thexefore fir ſtill ; firſt call Chriſts 
Commandments grievous, and then improve that 
flander into a manumiſſion ; abſolve themſelves 
from obeying them. And unleſs they may have 
the Gate to life cut wider, made capacious 
enough to reccive them with all their luſts about 
them; will never eflay to cnter it. 
BUT if the Prince of darkneſs have enacted it 
a Law, that difficulty ſhall paſs for excuſe, yet 
if real uncafineſs may be admitted to be as deters- 
ring as imaginary ones, his own decree will retort 
the moſt ruinouſly on himſelt, and men may 
plead it as their diſcharge from all thoſe baſe 
drudperics, thoſe tyrannous impoſitions where- 
with he loads them. The Druntard may experi- 
mentally tell him, the pain of an aking head, of 
an overcharged ſtomack , the rume of a waſted 
Eſtate, and claim a diſpenſation from purſuing 
that uncaſic and coſtly fin. The Wanton may 
bring 
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bring his macerated body like the Lewites Concu- 
bine, Judg. 19. & urge it as an evidence how cruel 
a Maſter he ſerves; and from thence emancipate 
and free himſclt : And indeed every fin carries in 
ir ſomuch ot vifible toil, or ſecret ſmart, as 
would by force of this rule ſupplant and under- 
mine itſclf; and ſure Satan would never have 
arm'd men with ſo dangerous a weapon, had he 
not diſcern'd them ſo in love with ſlavery, as ſe- 
cures him it ſhould never be us'd againſt him ; for 
if it ſhould, nothing could give him a more mor- 
tal wound , more irrecoverably ſhake his King- 
dom. Nor would only that infernal Region feel 
the force of that deftrut{ive principle; it would 
make as ſtrange confuſions in ſecular Regiments. 

FOR it ſuchpleas as theſe may be admitted, 
they will cafilv cancel all Humane, as well as Ds- 
vine Laws , and every malefattor will transfer his 
guilt on the ſeverity of the Legiſlator : The Thief 
may fay it is too great a difficulty for him to re- 
{iſt the temptation of an apt opportunity ; arich 
prize that his fingers are too ſlippery even for 
himſelt, and he cannot reſtrain them , and then 
quarrel the ſtriCtneſs of the Law, which has 
raisd fo high a tence about mens propertics, that 
he who climbs jt muſt endanger his neck. The 
Rebel may complain that the bands of _ Allegiance 
are too {treight, the yoke firs too cloſe, galls and 
trets his tender fleſh , exclaim loudly at the Ty- 
ranny of thoſe that laid it on, and in that out-cry 
drown the noiſe of his own Treaſon. And ſoeve- 
ry other tranſgreſſor may accuſe the rule, as ac- 


ccflary 
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ccllary to his ſwervings, till at laſt the Laws be 
made the only Cr:minals. 

I LEAVE every man to judge both of the 
equity and conſcquencies of ſuch diſcourſings in 
Gil matters, and ſhall only defire he will apply 
them to Sprritual alſo, where certainly they are 
ncither more juſt, nor leſs ruinous : and whileſt 
ſuch abſurd pretences as theſe paſs currant , no 
wonder it Chrifttanity languiſh and grow im 
tent, want ſtrength to impreſs itſelt on the lives 
ot its profeſſors. The molt infallible reccipt can 
work no cure on him, who apon the ſuſpicion of 
its bitterneſs, refuſes to taſte it. The molt ex- 
cellent Laws muſt loſe their regulating power, 
where the execution of them is ob! ſtructe d; and Wc 
may as reaſonably look tor the efficacy of Ghrift; 
anity among thoſe who never heard the name , as 
among thoſe, who owning the name, do yet dif- 
claim its precepts ; and ſo all thoſe interpretative- 
ly do, who by acculing them ot too great rigour, 
avert buth themſclves and others trom their Obe- 
dicnce. 

THAT the Charge is ſcandaloully unjult 
will appear to any, who ſhall allow themſelves 
the juſt mcans of information ; bur alas ! the way 
of Proceſs men take in this aftair is ſo inequicavle, 
AS ccrtainlypre ſages the partiality of the ſentence: 
What Pe! ron ever was there ſo innocent,ſo exccl- 
lent, who if arraion'd at the Tribunal of his mor- 
tal cncmy,could be acquitted? Ghr:{t himſcit ſhall 
be pronounc'd a Bluſphemer, w hen 2 Caiphas is to 


examine him ; and no wonder if his precepts find 
propor: 
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proportionable dealing ; if they be decried as 1m- 
poſſible, tyrannical, perhaps ridiculous too, where 
the ſcanning of them is referred to thoſe, whoſe 
intcreſt-it is to defame them. Men cnthrone 
their luſts, ſet them up in the judgment-ſeat, and 
none can expect they ſhall paſs ſuch a ſentence, 
as ſhall include their own condemnation: if they 
own the Commandment to be holy, juft and good, 
they mult tacitly accuſe themſelves to be smpure, 
unjuſt and wicked, and as ſuch to be conſign'd to 
wrath and judgment. 

HERE then we have the truce account how 
Chriſts commands, which arc in them(ſclves ſofar 
from grievous, have gotten ſo unkind a reputation 
amongus ; this is ſodireEt a courſe for it, that 
we may ccaſc our wonder, though not our grief to 
ſee it ; for we behold them ſtand to the award of 
thoſe with whom they have a proteſt enmity : the 
Goal gives ſentence on the Bench ; the Bar ar- 
raigns the Judgment-Seat. Certainly when that 
Law which isSp:irztual is ſubmitted to the arbitri- 
ment of groſs carnality, the Law of liberty is tax- 
ed and ratcd by thoſe worſt bondamen who are fold 
under fin; 'tis impoſſible to find any fairer treat- 
ment. That which comes on purpoſe to dethrone 
lin, difpoſlceſs it of the Empire it has uſurpt,will 
certainly be entertain'd with the ſame exclamats- 
6: the Devils us'd to Chriſt, W by art thou come to 
torment us ? But as if this general Antipathy were 
not enouzh to aſcertain the rejection vt Chrilts 
command ; as it the National tcud, as | may call 
it, between Heaven and Hc:ll were not thought 
LITCCON = 
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irreconcileable enough , men offer yet harder 
mcaſure, call in the aid of perſonal quarrels, and 
when the precepts come to be confider'd, refer 
each of them ſingle to that particular Vice to | 
which it has the direCteſt contrarety. 

THUS when Chriſts command of meekne] 
und forgiveneſs, of loving enemies, and turning the 
cheek, bearing the Groſs, or ſelf-demal calls for au- 
dicnce ; they conſult (as Rehoboam did with his 
young hot-ſpurs) with thcir anger and malice, 
their rankor and revenge, and they ſoon give 
their Ferdift ; that to be meck is to be ſervile, 2 
temper fit only for the abject. That to forgive 
enemies is a principle of cowardize that would 
Emaſculate the world ; to love them a piece of 
Spamel-like fawning ; but to turn the Check; 
not only to hazard, but invite new injurics by 
owning them as benefits ; paying bleſling tor cur- 
ſes, kindneſs and good-turns for hatred , is ſuch 
a ridiculous patience , as muſt expoſe to the inſo- 
lence of many, and the ſcorn and derifion of all 
men. And then the reſolution is ready, they will 
be no ſuch fools for Chriſts ſake. So when the 
precept of humility and lowlincſs comes to be 
confider'd, their Pride is deputcd to hear its plca, 
and then though it bring the authority of Chriſts 
example as well as his command, it will be judg'd 
invalid : Ghrift indeed took upon him the form of 4 
Servant, and to that, humility was a proportion- 
able Adjunt? ; bur what is thar to them whoſe al- 
piring humor abhors ſabjcction, 'tis nor calcu- 
latcd tor their M:ridian,they arc of another man- 
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ner of Spirit, and would not have it cmbaſed b 
the admiſſion of ſo mcan a quality : and thoug 
Chriſt hath put poverty of Sper m_ his Beati- 
tudes, they relolve he ſhall not enfnare them 
with that artifice, they will not take his meaſures 
of telicity ; or reſign that pleaſure they have in 
valuing themſelves, for any thing he propoſes in 
exchange. In like manner the precepts of tem- 
perance, ſobricty and chaſtity, arc not permit- 
ted to the judgement of ſober reaſon, nay, nor of 
mere natural deſire ; but to appetites vitiated and 
infam'd by radicated habits; and then the Glut- 
ton thinks, to cat moderately, is to be ſtarvd; 
and will as ſoon put 4 knife, Prov. 23. to by throat, 
in the vulgar ſenſe of cutting it , as in Solomons 
notion of reſtraining his exceſs. Thus the Drun- 
tard with his falſe thirſts looks on ſobriety as a 
kind of Hell, where he ſhall want @ drop to cool 
by tongue , and thinks the abandoning his de- 
bauchr jolliries is an implicite adicu to all the 
comforts of like, The Unclean perſon, when his 
bloud is high, ſcofts at Chaſtity as a religious 
kind of impotence , and only ſo tar conſiders the 
precept ot pulling out the Eye,as to infer that it were 
as cahe lircrally to part with it, as to reſtrain its 
luſttul range; not look at all, as not look to luſt. 
And proportionably it farcs with Charity and 
bounty, which though our Saviour recommend, 
Maummon arraigns of robbery, and ſ{tigmatizes as 
a Thief that picks the Purſe , and rifles Coffers. 
But amidſt all theſc,the taking up the Croſs, ſuffer- 
mg for righteouſneſs ſake, and the defirine of ſelf de- 
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nal, fall under the heavielt prejudice. Theſe 
arc oppos'd not by ſome one {ingle vice, but the 
confederate arms of all ; cven thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſts are flatly oppolite, do here unite : Herod 
and Pilate, Sadduces and Phariſees accord apainſt 
Chriſt, and all arc freely ſufter'd , nay invitcd to 
exhibit their complaints againſt theſe Mandates. 
Govetouſne(s crics out that this is the moſt ruinous 
prodigality , ciſts away an cſtatc in a lump, and 
lays all open to forteiture and confiſcation : and 
Prodigaluy takes it as ill to be foreſtall'd, and 
have nothing lctr for it to diſſipate. Prophaneſs 
avows a contempt of it as a tolly, and muſt open 
madneſs to part with real pleaſure for an empty 
name , or proht for that Bankrupt thing call'd 
Conſcicncc : and Hypocriſie has a more ſecret ha- 
tred of it, as its deteCtor ; that which will bring 
it toa Telt which it cannot paſs. Maitce puts in 
a Caveat, that this is to gratific encmics, and 
loſc the ſatistactions of revenge : and Sz!f- Low 

uts in another , that it is to deſtroy ones felt 
In ſhort, every {:mb of the body ot lin diſl charges 
a blow at this innocent and Divine Sanction : as 
if they mcant ir ſhould cx<mplific irs own do- 
Erine by alluming that pa aflive temper it recom 
mends. 

BUT alas, whoc: n Expect an ny More ; 
verdicts trom fuCci pact, fuch COVT PT luric 
why may not Carilt be permitted to claim the 
common benefit of our Laws, to make his chal- 
lenge and exceptions againſt this iF ncomp erent 
ampanel. "Tis th: counſcl of the Vie man, not 
0 
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to adviſe in common affairs with thoſe whoſe 
the Wl tempers may be ſuppos'd to biaſs them, Conſult 
itc- Wl not, ſays he, with a coward in matters of war, nor 
rod WW with 4 ſluggard, of much buſineſs, Ecclus.37.11. and 
inſt WM ſure it they be ill Counſellors, they mult be worſe 
I to Wl Fudges : but why then do we {et pride to judge of 
tes, Whumilicy, luſt of purity, covetouſneſs of libera- 
ous Wlity; and make our vices the arbitrators of thoſe 
and W Lars which ſhould reſtrain them * This is ſuch 
and Wa groſs mjufiice as common humanity abhors ; we 
and Weca! by other meaſures with men, the moſt noto- 
neſs Wrious and flagirious criminals, and reſerve this 
pen {W'way of proceſs for thoſe things only wherein our 
ipty WGod may be concern'd. "Tis a ſevere exprobrati- 
11'4 Won of a prophane people, Malach. 1.8. W here God 
ha- Waccuſes them for treating him with leſs reverence 
ing Wrhan they would do a mortal Prince. Offer it 
5s in Wnow to thy Prince: but alas! we ſhall force him to 
and Wecſccad tar lower in his expoſtulation, ſo far we 
arc trom paying him the duty and regard belong- 
ing to a Prince, that we yicld him not the righrs 
ot common men ; force him to ſtand to thoſe 
meaſures which we think too uncquitable to 
preſs upon a murderer, a thict, or rebel at the 
Bar. 

BUT this waving of common rules is a plain 
0/4 {Mconiciiion that we necd more indulgence, than 
| thoſe will allow : When mens lufs thus uſurp 
the Tribunal, and judge in their own cauſe, "tis 2 
paipadle diſcovery they dare nut remit them- 
ſclves to any more equal determination. And in- 
dced in this point of their intereſt, they paſs 2 
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right judgment : for 'tis certain were the caſe re 
ferr'd ro any competent Judge, indeed to ay 
but themſeles,they would incvitably be caſt ; and 
ſure 'tis high time that ſome ſhould afliſt oppref 
vertue in its appeal; find it out ſome Court of 
equity where its plca may be heard : and we need 
not travel far tor that purpoſe, every man may 
do it in his own breaſt, where in his little Gm 
mon-wealth he ſhall find a Court of Gods cre 
ing: let him but draw the Cauſe hither, diſculs 
the matter in his own conſcience; and he will 
ſoon find the former unrightcous ſentences re 
vers'd : let him bur ſcrioully refcEt on his vols 
tions of thoſe ſacred Precepts of Chriſt ; and ob 
ſcrve what a fling and ſecret remorſe every ſuch 
breach leaves within him : and that will be a com 
perent atteſtation of the equity and obligingnel 
of thoſe Mandates : for from whence elſe can the 
regret ariſc ? Thoſe things that are cither impol 
ſible in their nature, or unconcerning to us cat 
not beget it. No man accuſes himPIf tor net 
Hying in the arr, or walking upon the water ; not 
owns himſclt guilty in the non-obſervance of any 
Laws, but ſuch as have power to oblige him : and 
theretore theſc cloſe pangs and checks of Confer 
ence are an irrctragable evidence, that men do mw 
wardly allcnt to the juſtice and authority of tho: 
divinc rules, which thcir a&#1ons, yea often thei 
words too, do molt oppugn. 

BUT over and above the throws and after- 
pains of conſ{cicnce,when fin is brought forth,the 
{clt-accuſation of the Criminal, when none be 
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fide controuls, nay many flatter and commend : 
I ſay beyond this ſecondary and reflext Apology, 
or Chriſts Law, owed to the foregoing prevari- 
ation of it; there is an carly and immediate wer- 
dift paſt in its behalf, in the eſteem and liking 
which thoſe documents command, where cre they 
paſs : creating an aſſent and veneration not only 
when obcy'd, but from poſleſt deſpiſers; who 
cannot chuſe but think well ot that vertue they 
deſert, and the neceſſity of their affairs compel 
them to ſpeak ill of, An cvent w1/:ble in the con- 
demnation of our Saviour, where the Fudge who 
reve ſentence againſt him, at the ſame moment 

aſht bu hands, and openly protelt, he found no 
Fault im him. 

AND indecd this very reflection on the Au- 
hor of theſe precepts, it well confider'd, would 
ſuperſede all other arguments. The Mandates 
t the Goſpel on this one ſcore, that they are 
;hriſts, are certainly both pure in themſclves, 
and poſſible to us: and ſo moſt worthy not only 
bt all obedience, but all love too. He who is 

ur Lord upon both the titles of Creation and Ke- 
emption, may certainly with all juſtice impoſe 
what laws he pleaſes on us. Yet he, who laid 
down his life for the redemption of the tranſ- 
prefſions which were under < firſt Teſtament, 
cannot be imagin'd ſo incon{iderate of our trail- 
ty which himfclt had ſmartcd for, as to intro- 
duce another of equal rigor, or be {o prodigal of 
his bloud, as to pour it out for thofe who by a 
new Set of ampoſſible commands ſhould infalli- 
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bly ic fortcit themſclves again : and it this can 


not be ſuppos'd, the contrary may be concluded, 


that he hath ſo far condeſcended to our imbecil 
lity, as not to preſcribe us any thing which he 
cither finds or makes us not able to perform, 

'Tis truc indecd, his Laws arc above the reach of 
our corrupt and debaſed nature; and they wer: 
unkhit to be his, were they not ſo : but when hety 
his grace offers to elevate and refine this natur: 
bring it up to the pitch and purity of thoſe Law, 
this 15 a tar greater mercy than it he had deſcend 
cd to our corruption ; ſo he might have conts 
minatcd himſclt, given laws unworthy of him 
Bur alas ! what advantage would it be to us, ti 

have the Blaſphemy mention'd, Pſal. 5o. ſown 
ficd,to have our God in this ſenſe, ſuch 4 one as ws 
ſelves ? But by this other Method he purifies,an 
exaltsus ; puts us in a capacity of being {ke un 
him, in which is ſumm'd up at once, all bot 
Vert ie and felicrty. 


AND on this glorious end, every particulz] 


command of his has a direct aſpect, cvery or 
oft them tending to re-1mpreſs on us ſome part 
that divine image which was raz'd out by the for 
ſn: and this one would think cnough to recom 
mend them to our higheſt valuc. Certainly, i 
Conſcience may be Fudge, it will be ſo: therebe 
ing in this caſe no middle between devout reve 
rence, and borrid blaſphemy ; tor he that de 
ſpiſcs ſuch an aſſimilation, muſt neceflarily all 
deſpiſe him who is ſo reſembled : he who think 
meeknels, purity, humility, Tc. unamiable que 
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lities, can have litrtlc atrom tor wan in whom 
they arc ſo tranſcendently eminent, but will take 
xecil. Wl the Prophet at his word,and lay,/here # no form nor 
h be i comeline(s in him, Ef. 53. But this ſure can never 
form. WW be the Ferdict of Conſcience; he that can thus 
ch of FW pronounce, mult be ſuppos d ro have ſuppreſt and 
were /{{en'd thar. It beirg one of the moſt indeleble 
he by WY notions there, that alli at 1s in Ged, # ſublimely 
tur: WI excellent. But becauſe "ris indeed tov poſlible 
aw; W that Conſcicnce may be put under ſuch an un- 
cend WY due reſtraint, ſuffer the violence of a Priſoner, 
ont: WH when it ſhould ſuſtain the place of a Judge : be- 
hin: cauſc many men dare not permit their conſcien- 
s, to ccs to ſpeak, lelt they ſhould ſay more than they 
vere WY are willing to hear. And laſtly, fince theſe per- 
4 MW ſons make their appeal to reaſon, pretend the 
5,a0/ WM aids, and boalt in the advantages of that, it may 
- unW not be amiſs to bring the Cauſe unto that Bar : 
bot WW whoſe Empire and Authority none muſt diſclaim 
that own the Style, and leaſt of all thoſe Scepricks 
cols Win Religion with whom we have todo; who will 
y on: WI =410v ot 00 c nviction but from ir. ; 
art d AND God, who as _ Apoſtle ſays, law! 
37 2 himſelf without witne| | has {ſo remper'd _ 
*COM- _—_ ais Precepts as | <cſumar- ic them to paſs 
ly, {WO <v<n this Telt allo, they being not the contrads- 
rc & (ions but mmprovements of natural Reaſon : and 
rex 10 molt apt ro recommend themfclves toall that 
rt &M is Man, not Brute abuut us. Indeed they have 
y all the very (ame aim and delign with that. It has 
hinksW cver been the grand bulinel 5 of ſober reaſon firſt 
7 qu4 to diſcover, and then toattain that one ſupreme 
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good, which would giVeC reſt and tclicity to the 
{ou!:; in this inquilition have the Philoſopher 
and greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, laid out thei 

moſt ſcrious ſtudics and deepelt contemplations; 
and in their indctatigable purſuits ſeem joyntly 
To ſigh our Dawid's queſtion, Who will ſhew "Mm 
any good * ? And now the Goſpel comes a ſolu 
tion of this ſo important a Query, brings theſ. 
glad tidings of joy toall people, and that not on 
ly in its credenda, by informing us what that 
good is ; but in its agenda too, by tracing us out 
the waytoirt; beating us a path which will cer 
rainly lead us to that ſummum bonum which our 
very nature implicitly gaſps after: and fur 
reaſon can never jar with thu, which comes thut 
as a happy Auxiliary to ſuccour its impotence: 
as an infallible guid ro conduct its ſteps : and 
as a glorious light to give it a clear view of os 
it betore blindly groped after, 'Tis a certain 
Indication of madne(fs, to tear and miſchict thok 
things that would be uſclels to us, to curſe and 
revile a friend, or fly in the face of thoſe who 
charity brings them to our aid ; and therefore 'tis 
molt evident that reaſon mult firlt ceaſe to be res 
ſon, and commence phrenzy, betore 'tis poſſible 
it can fet itſelf in defiance of thoſe Laws & 
Chriſt, which arc thus accommodated to its 

reareſt Intereſts. 

AND as the accord is thus obſervable in the 
ultimate, fois it in the intermed:ate delign alſo. 
Reaſon had by its twilight diſcern'd,that that So- 
yeraign bl;{s it aim'd at, would ncycr bc hit by 
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an unſtcady hand ; by him who was perpetually 
tofled and agirated by his turbulent inordinate 
appetites. Therefore young men, yet in the 
heat and ferment of their bloud were folemnly 
proſcrib'd and baniſht trem the Schools and Le- 
Ctures of Philoſophy ; theretore luſtrations and 
Catharticks of the mind were ſought tor, and all 
endeavour us'd to calm and regulate the fury, it 
not extirpate (which ſome contended tor) the ve- 
ry being of the Paſſions: that ſo a preparation 
might be made, firft tor the knowledge, and then 
the attainment of felicity : Now the Goſpetpre- 
cepts have viſibly the ſame end and purpole : eve- 
ry one of them expreſly fingling out tome irre- 
gular affection to combate and ſubdue: fo that 
right reaſon and they are evidently of a Se and 
Party, inſomuch that ſeveral of the ancienteſt 
Fathers of the Church attributed the excelient 
documents of Heathen Philoſophers to the Drume 
»:7y8., the reaſon and cflcntial Word of God which 
after was tmearnate upon carth; and brought 
auxiliary ſtrengths of grace, toaid the weaknel- 
ſes of nature. The bleed Teſus whoſe bare word 
cbeclt the Sea in its higheſt tury, and by that Mi- 
racle atteſted his Divinity ; as much exerts him- 
ſclt in filencing the louder Tempeſts, and calm- 
ing the inteſtine ſtorms within our breaſts. And 
certainly reaſon will not quarrel to have been 
thus reliev'd, it being the property only of proud 
folly to chuſe rather to loſe a victory, than ore it 

tothe aid of an Allic. 
FROM this general view, it were ealic to 
F 4 deſcend 
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dc ſcend ro blo rve the exact concurrence of par- 
ticulars. God lovcs «a reaſonable ſervice, and has 
ſo remper'd his commands, that every Act of 
obedience we pertorm may be ſo qualiticd, and 
gain QnLo _ votarics thc Elogtum promis d In 
the Law ot ; Uk ut. 4. 9. Surely thu people v 
4 Wile Ar" bi = YITA » People. And hrft that 
the nand of Meekark is a moſt rational Pre: 
21 never vc doubted by any, who remember 
bur the common definition of Anger, that itis 
Furcr brews. and ſure tis very reaſonable not to 
be mad ; and he that has obſerv'd the unman]z 
tranſportations of that wild paſſion, how that 
the hrit violence it ofte rs is to the man within 
him, will certainly think it the interclt, not only 
of his Relreron, but common prudence, and right 
Reaſon to ſup preſs it. And the like is to be faid 
ot the more ſolemn Phrenſie of deep malice and 
deliberate Revenge, where the fury wants th: 
allay of being tranſient and ſhort-livd, is em 
bodicd into Complexion and temper, and grows 
invetcratc into Nature. Anger indeed is a re, 
and hc that rouches it thoug oh bur lightly, will 
fhnd it ſcorch him : but the Maliciou lays himſcli 
as it were to roaſt at it ; prolongs and ſpins out 
his own Torment, as it he meant to anticipate his 
unhmnent in his very crime, and commence his 
Hell here, im unquerchable fire. Truly no fin docs 
more repreſent that {tate ot horror to which it 
tends ; IT ZiveS 2 MIN NOT ( nly 3 ccrraimn title, 
bur an ample earneſt, pays him part in hand ot 
thoſe diſmal wages. This was ſo well under- 
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ſtood even by the Heathens, that we ſee the Poets 
knew not how more emphatically to deſcribe the 
futurc torment of an envious and malicious per- 
ſon, than by the repreſentation of his fm. Pro- 
metheus's Vulture begins her quarry in this life; 
every malignant thought, every ſpighttul wh 
Pre VS UPOn his bears that harbours iT; CVETY IC+ 
vengetul project puts him in the pangs of labour 
till it be brought torth;and when it is,it common- 
ly rebounds fo miſchievouſly upon the Parent, 
that the birth ſeems like that of Aevippma, when 
ſhe bare Nero that murder'd her. And ſurely not 
only reaſon, but common ſenſe will ſay this is 2 
ſtate to be deteſted, and conſequently muſt give 
its ſofirage to thoſe Laws of Meckneſs and Cha- 
rity, which arc the only cxpedients ro prevent it. 
Peace is deſervedly reckon'd among the higheft 
bleſſmgs of Communitics, and ſure it has a pro- 
portionable value,in every ſingle member of thoſe 
greater bodies, it being that which is indiſpenſa- 
bly requiſite to the enjoying of any other good, 
A I ar we know interrupts at once all the profits 
and pleaſures of a Nation: and this hoſtile rem- 
per in a mans mind does the very fame, and like 
Gholer in the ſtomack, takes oft all guſt of the 
molt delightful things, and fo becomes a Hell in 
the pans damni,as well as that of Senſe : and then 
how abſurd an impatience is it, for men to think 
every the ſlighteſt injury from anot!:or infup- 
portable, and yet heap ſuch heavy p! ; up- 
on themſelves ; like froward Chili/r-+ roar out 
for the leaſt touch from another hand, yet 
knock 
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knock and batter themſelves without compla:nt; 
as if their only contention were,that they may be 
the ſole Authors of thcir own calamity. And 
that which adds yet more, it it be poſſible tg 
add to fo valt a folly, is, that revenge never re. 
pairs any Injury: It I have been reproachr or de. 
tam'd, 'tis not the wounding of my enemies bg. 
dy that will heal my fame ; 1 may by that mcans 
help to ſpread the Libel by inviting many to en- 
quire the cauſe of our quarrel : but that is no Me. 
dium to prove him a {landerer, the world being 
too well acquainted with the nature of revenge 
to imagine it an argument of his innocency that 
acts it: ſo far itis from being ſuck, that it gives 
a moſt violent preſumption of guilt, according 
to that notable obſervation of the Hiſtorian, Con- 
witia ſpreta exoleſcunt, ſi waſcare agnita videntur, 
In like manner ſuppoſe me hurt in my body, ve 
$aliation brings no balm to my ſores: my pains 
abate not by his having the like or greater ; nor 
would my Wounds fefter the leſs though his 
ſhould Ganerene. SoitIl am endammag'd in my 
goods, I may contrive to repay him that ill rurn, 
and yet not recover my own loſs; and generally 
the ſpighttul ſpoils that arc made, are of that na- 
ture. 'Tis truc, the Law may in ſome caſes re- 
pair the injur'd perſon ; bur then that is owing to 
the Juſtice of the Law, not tothe malice of the 
Plaintiff: for he that ſucs upon the naked intui- 
tion of recovering his r:g4t, without any aſpect 
of revenge on the invader, has as tully the benetit 


of the Law ( and indeed none can innocently have 
it 
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it otherwiſe ) and then to what ſerves the vindi- 
cative humour, what increment or advantage can 
the ſuperaddition of his revenge bring him in ? 
Tis ſure in all theſe inſtances it often does the 
quite contrary; plunges him in farther troubles 
and dangers, and when all this is confider'd, we 
may certainly pronounce Chr:/ts precept of Meck- 
neſs partakes as well of the Serpent as the Dove, 
is as well prudent as innocent : nor is this Conclu- 
fron at all ſhaken by that Objetion which men 
make from the danger of inviting more injurics 
and aftronts by this tameneſs : for firſt ſuppoſe 
there were truth in it; that hazard could not ba- 
lance the many certain miſchicts which have been 
cvinc'd inſeparably to follow the contrary tem- 
per: and it were certainly leſs penal to endure 
mulritudes of light and tranſient Abuſes, than 
thoſe far more uneafic ways of redreſs, which 
mens revenges ſuggeſt to them : and then twill 
be perfectly reaſonable, of theſe two evils to chuſe 
the leſs As for the greater and more important 
violations, there are legal ways which may prove 
redreſs in ſome caſes, or prevention in others: 
He that is flandered or impoveriſhed, may take a 
courſe to clear his Innocence, or recover his goods : 
he that is hurt or maim'd, though he is uncapable 
of reparations, yet the Law provides for his fu- 
ture ſecurity, by awarding ſuch penalties, as may 
diſcourage the offender from repeating the w10- 
lence: And to theſe aids, a man may reſort with 
theſe Proviſo's, firſt, that he abſtract from all de- 


hgn of revenge ; and ſecondly, that the matter be 
of 
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of weight ; and certainly he that by / theſe legal 
means cannot be ſecur'd, can be much leſs fo þ 
any private attempt of his own: For he that de. 
ſpiſcth the cocrcive power of Laws, will much 
more contemn the enmity of a ſingle perſon. The 
only difficulty in this caſc is, when a ſtate isin 
ſuch a confuſion that there is no lawful Judica- 
ture to appeal to; but that implies ſo many ſad. 
der miſcries, than the want of ſuch a redreſs 
amounts to, that every man may patiently 
enough caſt this into the heap of greater evils; 
and not conſider that one preſſure, when ſo much 
weighticr calamity exaCts his griet : But ſure the 
ſuſpenſion ef Law in this particular docs no more 
qualifte 4 priv atc perſon to be his own Rewvenger, 
than it inveſts him in any other part of Authority; 
and he may with as good right place himſclt on 
the Bench, and become a Fudge in other mens 
cauſcs, as thus become both Fudge and Executiv- 
ner in his own. 

BUT in thc /2f place, the ground of this ob 
jection ſcems weak and ſandy ; tor that mecknels 
is not the way to expoſe a man, generally ſpeak 
ing, to more ſuffer ing: tis poſſible indced 
through thc barbacity of ſome few inſulting co- 
wards, who love to vapour good cheap, that they 
may trample on thoſe who give leaſt reliſtance; 
but this is not the common bent of humane Na 
ture, ( which ought to be the meaſure in this 
calc & tind men uſually exaſperated by eppoſi- 
tion, who are calm'd and appecas d by gentleneſs. 


Aneer is not of the nature of that monſtrous Fire 
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al the Hiſtorian tells us of, which nothing but blows 
Yy could extinguiſh. It is the obſervation of the wi- 


C- ſet of Men, that « ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
and mens paſſions are like bullets which batter 
he BE the walls which ſtand inflexible, but fall harm- 
in WM lcfly into Wool or Feathers; and I doubt not 
2 WE common experience will attc!t ir, that none do 
d. W generally fall under fewer of theſe ſtorms than 
G W they, who arc thus prepar'd to bear them. Let 
ly a meck and an angry perſon caſt up their Ac- 
s: W counts together, and compare the number of at- 


<h BB fronts and contumclics they have mer with, and 1 
he MW believe the odds will be as erect, as between Sauls 
ic & thouſands and Davids tcn thouſands. "Tis cer- 
'r, 7 tain that the return made to the firſt injury pro- 
+ = vokcs 24 new one * Mmcn being {0 partial to them- 


on W fclves, that he who reccives a harm by way of re- 
ns WW taliation, never reficfts on his own firlt guilt, 
| butlooks on it as a naked 7jury, and fo purſues 
his Revenge, which has again the ſame eftect on 
» & thc other, and ſo this wi{d-fire runs round, till it 
fs W haveſctall in a flame; made the ſaddelt vaſtati- 
ik- © ons, not only in mens minds, but their outward 
cd concernments too, in the many tatal OUTTAages, 
co- WM which theſe cager contentions occafion,all which 
ey © would bc avoided by a meck diſregard of the firſt 


- + provocation : So that although ſome injuries may 
Vu- I fall upon the Paſlive man, yet intallibly there 
his © would be no broils and quarrels, which are alone 
oſ- the great accumulators and multiplicrs of inju- 
ef, WW ics; which alone demonſtrates how unjultly 
ie WW meckneſtis charg'd with ſo much as an accidental 


producti- 
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production of them ; and vindicates that precepe 
of Chriſt which has faln under ſo much, not only 
cavil but ſcorn ; it appearing that to abſtain from 
revenge, and retcr the hazards of that to Gods 
providence ( which is the importance of his com- 
mand to turn the cheek ) is the greateſt even moral 
ſecurity againſt wiolence,and fo approves our Law- 
grver ( in this ſo de -ricd particular ) to be as well 
the wonderful Counſellor, as the Prince of Peace. 
IN the next place, it we weigh the precept of 
humility and lowlincſs in the balance of ſober dif- 
courſc,we ſhall certainly find it hold a juſt werght, 
Indeed pride is nothing but decert, a meer cheat 
and deluſion, and ſocvery man can diſcern it in 
another, we there are able to trace the windings 
of this Serpent, and ſay thu man thinks himſclf 
more wiſe, thy more learned, a third more holy 
than he is : yet alas ! in our own breaſts we diſcern 
not the Abuſe, ſufter him to perſwade us what he 
but promis'd to our firff Parents, that we arc as 
Gods, ſomething ſo ſuper-cxcellent, that all 
mult reverence and adore : And herein we take 
him ar his word, never ſuſpect theſe glorious 4t- 
tributions may be no more than complement or 
Flattzry ; or what is no leſs obvious, der:ifion and 
ſcorn. To a conſidering man 'twould be a ſhrew'd 
preſumption againſt whatever pride ſuggeſts, that 
"tis attended always by ſelf-love, which is, as it 
were, the common Setter to all thoſe cheats which 
circumvent and fool us : But there want not alſo 
more convincing proofs of its deccit and unfince- 


rity. When c'rc we overween and belicye well of 
Our 
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our ſclves, it is in contemplation of ſome 1mags- 
nary Or elſc real good; ſomewhat a Man has not, 
or ſomewhat that he has : If we do it upon the for- 
mer account, that is undeniably a groſs deluſion ; 
a kind of deceptio iſs, a filling the Eye with 
phantaltick Aerial Images, which have no ſolid 


Being : And God knows, ſuch Phaſmes, ſuch Ap- 


paritions are molt of thoſe excelſencies which men 
applaud in themſelves ; things conur'd up by the 
Mazick of a (trong imagination, and are only 
ſcen within that Gircle in which the Enchanter 


E {tands: And though Satan be the grand Maſter of 


this black Art, yet his Pupils are now grown 10 
dextrous, that he ſcldom needs to be call'din; 


# our own partialitics and fondneſles to our ſelves, 


© arc abuudantly ſufficient for the purpoſe. Bur if 


E inthe ſecond place we ſuppoſe the things to be re- 
| ally exiſtent in us, yet pride runs us upon an other 
8 error no leſs dangcrous than the former, tor it be- 


trays us to miſtake the truc owner w—_ cm- 


| boldcns us to {ct our own mark upo ole rich 


OY 
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Wares, in whoſe acqueſt we have not been fo 
much as Fattors; God is the one great Author 
and Proprietor of all that is or can be valuable in 
us; to his Providence or his Grace we owe all the 


| accompliſhment of our outward or inward man, 


and though he allows us the «ſe and bencfit of 
them, yet the glory is a ſpecial royalty, which 


| ( as the Gold or Silver Mines of a Nation) is re- 
# {crved to his Grown, an incommunicable picce of 


his Regality. And how wofully does our pride 


befool us, when it brings us in ſuch falſc Invento- 
rYIcS 
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ries of our goods, makes us dream our ſelves rich 
by anothers wealth ; like children that call evey 
thing theirs which looks fplendtdly, or the mad Athe. 
nian celebrated by Horace for his happy phrenſie, 
that reſole'd all the Ships and Wares hu own that 
came into the Cities harbour : But how more ſadly 
does it betray us, when it thus puts us upon the 
invaſion of bx propriety, who is not as the impo. 
tent eMonarchs of the carth, unable to aflert his 
own rights, but can certainly vmdicate himfclf 
to our corfuſion, again{t whom no rebellion can 
be any longer proſperous than he willingly per- 
mitsit, and who has ſolemnly avowed he will nt 
give by glory to another: And when our pride 
makes us thus both ridiculous and miſcrable, 
when it ſcduces us not only into the folly of chil. 
dren and extravagancics of Lunatics, but at once 
into the guilt of bold, and puniſhment of improſ- 
perous rebels: Certainly reaſon can never be- 
come its Advocate, or put inany demur to that 
ſentence which excludes ſo treacherous a gueſt out 
of mens hearts ; which is the ſole aim of thoſe 
laws of humility which Ghrift has given us. 

NOR will the Precepts of temperance and 
purity find any worſe doom at this Bar, the con- 
trary vices being ſuch indignitics and contumelics 
unto humane nature, as can never find any coun- 
tenance from this Supreme part of it: "Tis thc 
prerogative of our Reaſon, that it diſcriminates 
us from, and clevates us above beaſts : Nor can it 
ever be brought to reſign this ſo glorious a privi- 
ledge,aflent to the admiſſion of thoſe brutiſh ap- 

petites 
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petites which would over-run the Soul , level its 
ſupertor with its -nferzor facultics; confound the 
diſtinction of rational and ſenſuive, and in a 
ie, WM word, render the Beaſt fo ravenous as to cat up 
bot WH the Man. Yct thus it is in thoſe ſordid Sins of 
Ily intemperance and uncleanneſs, unleſs perhaps they 
he WH arc ſo much worſe than beaſ1:a7 that I wrong the 
po- Wl generality of the Brutes in the compariſon, it be- 
his WM ing only ſome tew of them, the very beaſts of the 
elif MW Bcaſts that arc guilty of any ſuch exceſſes ; fur 
4n generally their appetites ao not tranſgrels the re« 


er- eular ends of nature , they know no ſuch diſcaſe 
not as ſurfetting, but cat to ſatishe hunger , and 
ide couplc at ſuch ſeaſons as beſt tend to preſerve 
le, WW their kind; and then 'tis to be conſfider'd, how 
U- bale, how degenerous a deſcent it is for us to 
ce Wl ſtoop, not only below our own nature, but thers ;; 
of. what a /olitude theſe vices reduce us to, that not 
be- WH fo much as the nobler ſort of beaſis will bear us 
nat company WC muſt wander Upon the mountains to 


Yut court a Goat , we mult rake the mire to find a 
oſc Wh Swine, betore we can furniſh our ſclves with any 
aſſociates; And ſurc all this ſo open an hoſtil:fy 
nd {M againit Reaſon , that it can by no means be her 
"n- intereſt to abct it. Ask her whether ſhe weuld te 
1CS preſt to death with loads of meat , whether he 
my would be drown'd in floods of drink, whether ſhe 
he would be fu focated with thc no:ſome UApOurs of pu- 
tes WH ref attron and rottenneſs, and the anſwer the gives 
1 it WT fo theſe tells you her ſenſe of Glurtony, Dru: nhew- 
vi- Wh neſS and Mncleanneſs : Alas ! ſhe ſuffers from them 
ap the molt barbarous outrages, is invaded not only 


(s in 
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in her authority, bur her very being, and the refore 
even upon the {o celebrated principle of ſelt-pre- 
{crvation, mult multcr all her torces to vindicate 
the injury and defend her ſelf. And then cer: 
rainly Chriſt 5 Gommands of ſobriety and p wurity mult 
necds be entertain'd with all alacrity and glad Ineſs, 
as an acceflion of frength to her party , an aidto 
aſſiſt her in that juſt and ncceflary War. 

N D as reaſon thus pronounces againſt the 
fins of the ſleſþ, ſo in the next place docs it cer- 
tiinly againſt thoſe of the world. eMammn 
himſelf will not be able to bribe this Fudge , but 
when Chriſts precept of Charity and liberality 
comes bctorc this tribunal, it will inftallibly be 
not only acquitted but magnified and 2vplauccd, 
be call'd from the Bar to the Bench, Commitltion- 
cd like the Fews, Heft. 9. To bear rule over them 
that hated them, to di ory atc at once the wealth 
and the covetouſneſs of the morldling ; have the 
teys put intoits hand; that it may have free ac: 
ceſs to his CGoſſers; this certainly muſt be te 
event of this trial, for 'tis confeſledly the part ot 
reaſon to diſpoſe every - ung to thoſe uſes which 
are moſt proper and advantageous, ſuch as may 
bring in molt real / Tan to * the owner, Now 
what other employment of wealth is there (atter 
COMmPETEne accommodations arc provided) which 
can contribute to a mans felicity ? It ir be laid 
Our like thc rich mans in the Goſpel in Aelicious 
fare, or Purple and fine Linnen; certainly | 
makes no jcalt approach towards it. Firlt, tor 
exceſſive Fare, it a man be not exceſſive too in the 
Caring» 
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cating, what does he enjoy ot it ? Meat has nona- 
rural propriety ro thc Ye 1 and can make no im- 
prefſions of pleaſurc there ; but it he be voracrous 
and intemperate, 'tis then fo far from making 
him happy, tha it it dejeCts him into the forlorn con- 
lition, even now mentioned, ſets him at odds 
with his reaſon, his very manhood, nay, | may 
add with his very ſenſe too ; the diſplace ncies that 
he reccives by the co! ſequenci cs of his cxceſs,far 
out-weighing all that is | ow in it, IThis is 
well dc (crib'd dy the Wiſe man, Kectus. >I. 19. 
AS fot thc | aver) of app aret, that Can never 1n 


ſober judging be thought any 44 antage; 'tis thar 
which only youth and folly puts a value upon , and 


as we out-grow the one, ſo we do the other : All 
that is convenient in Cloaths is 25 well, nay, bet - 
ter provided for without it: A ri ſuit is only 
- avier, not warmer than a plain; anditisa kind 
rodigy to ce how beavily tamty, which is in 
WAY BY 1oht, firs upon ſome men ; who arc * COn- 
tent even to make themſelves Porters, fo their 
Taitors may lay on the burthen: And thus in many 
other inſtances the fineneſs of Cloaths deltroys 
the caſe, fo that it otrcn bets men to pain, bur 
can never ri4 them of any ; the body may be lan- 
eviſhing and infirm Dos rel «moſt ſplendid CO- 
VoT ? Herods rov 40 6 Ppa ret fc CUICS him nor tom 
= dalren mth warues and [, MTV 545 h1s Ulcers 
auld have been never the leſs painful. though 

th v had dee n wrap in I )iv s bts fine F men. 
0 R if the wealth be > hid: ur on any other part 
ot th at the world _ TIC IVCA4ry [ s aS an hong ur able 


retinue, 


Is 


retinue, Troops of attendants , and the like ; the 
return will be no leſs empty: Multitades of un. 
profitable ſervant; being a great burthen, but no 
degree of advantage; alas! docs my meat reliſh 
ever the better, becauſe my table is ſurroundet 
with waiters ? Or when 1 go out, does my train 
followers make the Arr the more refreſhing to me, 
docs not rather the duſt they raiſe make it /eſs,an 
noy and ſtifle me ? As for matter of buſineſs, the 
number of ſervants tends rather to binder than 
advance it; daily expericnce atteſting , that in 
crouds of domelſticks cvcry one of them thinks his 
idleneſs will be hid: The care of doing and the 
guilr of omitting is transterr'd trom one to ano- 
ther, and none has any farther thought, than hoy 
he may quit himſclt cither of the burthen or the 
blame ; ſo that upon the final account all that 
accrues to a Maſter by the greatneſs of hrs family is 
the encreaſe of his care in the regiment of it: A 
great deal of vigilance and circumſpection being 
requird to keep itin any tolerable order, andit 
ir be not {o kept, his Houſe becomes a nilderneh, 
and himſclt a prey to the Bealts he feeds : Theli 
ccntioulnels of the Servant redounding more 
ways than one to the damage of the Maſter. 

LF we ſhould now proceed more minutely to 
every other ſingle expence which vanity and prid: 
ſuggeſts, we ſhould certainly find the like ſuc 
ceſs of our inqueſt ; nothing of real felicity, but 
on the cont1 ary the vanity ſo interwoven and in- 
Corporate with vex ation of Spirit, that tis impol- 
ſible to ſever them : So that thus to cmploy ones 
riches 
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riches is rather to ſuffer than enjoy them ; bur if 
WC ſuppoſe 2 man on the other tide ſuch a Reverer 
of bis wealth, that he darcs not employ it at all,un- 
leſs it be at the bank, tor the bringing in of more, 
that keeps it as men do beaſts rc ſc: ry 'd for breed, 
manumit them from all work but that of propa- 
oation. Such a perſon 1 is ſurcly of all others the 
artheſt from recciving any advantage by it: he 
converts it from a ſervant into a twant, and ſad 
expcrience ſhews us the calamity of ſuch a tran(- 
mutation. It has been always held the ſevereſf 
treatment of ſlaves and Malefattors damnare ad 
Meztallz, force them to dig in Mines ; now this 
is the covetour mans lot, from which he is never 
to expect a releaſe , as being his own remorſeleſs 
and more than Eoyptian rask-m aſter : and the pa- 
rallel holds too, in the gainleſneſs as well as la- 
boriouſneſs of the work ; Thoſe wretched crea- 
tures buricd in earth and darkneſs were never the 
richer tor all the Ore they diggd, no more is the 
mſatizte Miſer, he has no power to difpoſe of any 
0 t his queſts ; and though he calls them hzs, yet 
las he ps ſſeſſes them no 'othe rwiſc than a priſe- 
wer does his Goal, a Mad-man his charms, th:y are 
only tmſiruments of his thraldom, and the getting 
more ſerves only to add more weight to his 
Shackles ; and certainly wealth can be no way 
worſc diſpos'd, than thus to buy {o baſe a ſervs- 


\ND now hnce ncither the luxurious ſpend- 
Ing, nor the covetous keeping can advantage us 
one ſt-p towards any thins that can be call'd 
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happy; but do on the contrary engage us upon toil 
and miſery : Wealth iecms to be a very oppreſlive 
Luithen, fach as we can ncither caft off, nor ſafely 
bear; and truly fo it is till charity comes into Our 
\1 , which 45 thi DIOPCI element of wealth. ICnh- 
ders that hgbt which gravitatcs clicwherc , and 
as thc Llixir unto Metals transforms them into 
Gold,(tamps purity and price upon them : by tree- 
ly giving, cndows the dowor with what cvcrhe 
boltows : cnriches him,and what is morc, enriches 
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ſults from a ſeaſonable liberaltity: Whenllſce a 
man ſtrugling with want , his very ſpirit as well 
as body itooping under the prefture ; it 1 then 
rencve him, thc humane nature within mc which 
s common to us both , docs by a kind of Sympa- 
toe! motion cxult and railc up ir(cit, buc it | 
have any prety that mult do it much more ; for as 
NCTITIETF {hi w 6d mc my own image in my POO 
ſo this ſhews mc Gods; and how tran- 
ſ-endent a ſatisfaction muſt it be, to have thus 
reſcucd him who bears fo divine an impreſs, to 
have paid lome part of gratitude to my (;rcator 
for my own being, by making my felt in my low 
phere the giver or preſerver of that lite, which 
he firſt brearh'd into another. Th, and this only 
Sthe wdy oO rata f [tcity our of wealth: and 
Wurei\ lincc thc arraining OI happineſs 1s The onc 
orand murſurt of our recon, that muſt cven bec- 
40) £* it has ſubject d itfclt ro the faith of Ghrift, 
ze allcnt to the prudence of his command in thts 

vel as the form r inftanc 
BULLT there remains a precepr OF Oul S4av1- 
icd to this : | 
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that the caſe may be ſo ſer, that ſuch x ſuffering 
may be the farreſt medium lett us to our happineſ, 
'Tis a known rule, that of two evils, the leaſt is ty 


be choſen; and the election of the lefler ill, 
though it bz no abſolute, yet is a comparative 


good * and its attainment as tar as the neceſſity of 
our affairs permit, is our felicity: and reaſon 
can provide no tarthcr. Now this is the cltatc 
of the preſent inſtance : 19 evils arc propos'd,a 
natural anda moral; the Natural, though in its 
{clit to be averted, vet much infcriour to the M, 
ral, and then Vealſon toon re{olves thc Dilemms. 
that the natural is to be cholen : All thar Can be 
queſtion d in this attair s IS whether reaſon define 
the moral evil to be th: preater , but this can bear 
no long diſpute with any who conſider but the 
nature of reaſon , Which being ſcated in the upper 
ſoul of a man, is no way concernd in thoſe 1Us, 
which make their impreſſion on the ſenſrtive part 
but moral ills ſtrike higher, invade the mand, 
cloud the reaſon ; nay, otren depoſe it from its 
regunent, as 15 too trequently Ex mplifcd in the 
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OUT Yead/on IS [lupcrio! to our /cn/z, lo much are 
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thoſe to be accounted the ereate/t evils, which 
aſtaulr that ncbler par! WW: This certainly 
will now be the determination of Reaſon , it the 
may be permitted the treedom ot her vote: for 
thus was it formeriy , where {hc bare the molt 


(way, and uncontrouled rule; the wiſeſt and 
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win, that honeſt ur to be preferr'd before both gain- 


In 
w ful and pleaſant : fo that nothing renders a man 
f is ſo deplorable, as that which violates his integrity ; 
ll nay they have generally gone higher, exhorted 
te men to become 7 oluntiers in Vertues warfare, not fo 
! of ſuſpend therr Suffermgs , t1lt they were forc't out by 
On the competition of a crime; but offer themſelves 
Atc free cblationsr. Thus to ſuffer for ones countrey 
d., ot ones friend, was thought ſo worthy, fo berorck 
ts a thing, that noble and 1mgenuous ſpirits WEIE amu- 
'f lows ot it : and it was fo ſtated a caſe that Eps- 
"” Hetus forbids a man, on ſuch an occaſion to con- 
| be ſult with the Oracle, whether he ſhould do it or 
ing no.it being neceſſary to be done, what ever ill ſuc- 
Cl ceſs or ruine be predicted, ore 4 >2ararO0 conucnive 
the THty i THPWOWK mirws GouaeTtO., » guy", and how (cri- 
fer ous they were in theſe perſwaſrons , lome of them 
Us, have prattically evidenced, as having ſuffered very 
art conſiderable preftures,naydeath irſclt,rather than 
nd, they would bow to the predominant wices of their 
16 Age, or omit the occaſion of eminent vertue. Art- 
cnc hides would be juſt in ſpight ot the Offraci/m. Re- 
ach gulus obſervant of his oath made toa faithleſs ene- 
are my, though death and torment attended the per- 
ich formance. Lycurgus to perpetuate to his Cirizcns 
nl the benchr of his good Laws , as ſubtilly deſigns 
ſh: perpetual baniſhment unto himſclt, as others uſe 
TO! to contrive for honour and tor empire there. 
lt Codrus redeecms the fatcty ot his army with his 
and own death ; Gurtius makes himſclt a Martyr for 
Au his countrey, and Socrates in the {triftkecr ſenſe be- 


COMmcs one tor his Ged : laid down his life in at- 


tultation 


rv 
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teſtation of that moſt fundamental truth and 
lcading article of Faith, Tilevey «s ive Sev , the 
belief of one God. And- yet we find not that thoſe 
times, Which were ſo if as to ſhed his bloud, were 
yet ſo bad as to defame his memory, he's not 
recorded cithcr as fool OT hypocondr1 4c 'S nor 
have his ſufferings {truck him out of the liſt of 
Philoſophers :. but he ſtands there the more con- 
ſpicuoully in thoſe bloudy charatters; and how: 
ever the credit of the Oracle may be otherwiſe 
diſparaged , it never was on this account, that 
it had declared Socrates to be the wiſeſt of men, 
And ycr both he and the relt, had cither none, Or 
very 1mperfett confus'd apprehenfions of a tuture 
reward, when they engaged on preſent Sufter- 
ing, and dcath itſelf ; So that we might be 
tempted to imagine , that ſome ſtrange change 
and tranſmut ation has now bcetaln vertue, that it 
has put on ſ@ much a d/ffant appearance from its 
ancient {clt, tlat the acceſſion of new obliga- 
tions, and higher hopes, ſhould abſolve , avert 
and utterly di ſpirit us : inſomuch that what was 
Conſtancy in a He, dew, ſhould be Folly in a 
Chriſtian. Certainly this is a Metamorphoſis of 
our own making, we look through detorming 
optick-elaſſes, ſuch as our avarice or efſeminate 
ſenſualities convey into our hands, which give 
not only ſtr. we. and gaſtly, but withall ridrcu- 
lous ſhapes; but it we would conſult our reaſon, 
that would ſhew us things in their pro, ber forms. 
Vertuc z:Reaſon arc both the ſame they were (0 
many hundred years ago, and where the obje and 
the 
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the faculty admit of no mutation, 'tis impoſſible 


there ſhould really be any ſuch variable ap- 
pear ance. If Socrates were ſo zcalous tor the one 
Ged, that he choſe rather to relinquiſh his life, 
than to conſent to, or but connive at the profane 
rivalry of Polytherſme , and yet be no Fool; cer- 
ainly we may as ſecurely tranſcribe his copy: 
and though the particular Article may not be the 
ſame; yet if it be any thing wherein vertue is 
concern'd , the cauſe is no leſs warrantable : He 
that ſuflers tor a prettical Point, is no more a 
prodigal of his pains, than ke that lays them out 
on the higheſt ſpeculative. The Command ments 
may have as good Martyrs as the Greed; for the 
ſame authority has requir'd our obedience to the 
one, that exacts our farth of the other. Nor is 
there any neceſiity of Heathen or Fewifh Tribunal, 
to convert our ſuftcrings to Martyrdom ; we 
may reccive that crown trom the hands of thoſe 
that own the fame faith with us. Thoſe that 
ſay with the molt ſeeming vehemence let the Lord 
be plorified , may yet hate and caſt out their bre- 
thren for his name fake, 1/4.66.5. He that tells 
me 1 tear not God ſo much as he , may yet perſe- 
cute me for honouring the King more; and my 
bHoud pour'd out upon that account, becomes an 
acceptable ſacrifice to him, who has commanded 
my Subjection to the higher Powers, He who 
calls Chriſt his head, may yet rend and tear his 
Body ; and if I love its communion ſo well, as 
torake my ſhare in the Maſſacre, 1 approach to- 
ward that dignity and comfort S. Paul ſo glorics 
Ins 
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in, of filling up that which is behind, of the affli. 
tions of Ghrift m my fleſh, for his bodres ſake which 
8s the Church, Gol. 1.24. He that mulCts the 
more mmdeliberate Oaths, may yet enjoyn a {6 
lemn Perjury : and if 1 chuſc he ſhould rather 
make havock of my goods than my Conſcience; 
my ſpoils become not more monuments of his 
repine, than my prety; they plead my innocence 
before him who will not hold him guiltleſ, that ta- 
keth his name in vain: and how protancly ſocver 
my wealth is diſpos'd by him that ſcizcs it, 'ris 
accounted to me as caſt into the treaſury ; and (0 
tis poſſible I may at once vic with the r:ich-mes 
in the greatneſs of the oblation , and with rhe 
oor Widow too in that higher circumſtance of its 

Go all. In ſum, the opportunitics of Mar- 
tyrdom are not reſtrained to thoſe points wherein 
Chriftians difter from Fews or Heathens , but cx- 
tend to all wherein we Chriſtians difter trom our 
rule, the commands of our bleficd Maſter. If 1 
ſufter tor my conſt ancy to any of them, Ihave cer: 
tainly my place i in Gods Martyrology , as well as 
if 1 had faln under any of the ten Perſecutions. 
God was not ſo partial to the promitve Chriſtians 
as to allow them the Monopoly and encloſure of 
that dignity ; if they as, our elder brethren had 
a double portton, yet there is {till a childs part lett 
for every one of us, cnough to tcſtifhe our legi- 
trmation, and ſecure us from the brand of baftar- 
dy, Heb. 12. 'T was S. Pauls indefinite Afireati- 
on, and all times fincc have born wirnels to the 
truth of it; That al that mill lite godly mm 
Chrif 
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Chrift Teſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. Some un- 
faſmonable vertues there have been in every Age, 
which have whetted, it not the Swords, yett 
Tongues of men : and thoſe that _— not to fall 
under 4bels perſecution, muſt not hope to eſcape 
that of Iſaac : it they meet with no Camto kid, 
they will undoubtedly with an I@mact to mock 
them. Bur in what dreſs ſocver our ſufferings 
appcar, a good cauſe diveſts them of their frighefub 
ſeape, pulls oft the ugly wizard, and ſhews us a 
beauty that lay there conceal'd ; and that not on- 
ly to the Eye of our faith but our reaſon too. 
Fortitude was a wvertue before Chriſtianity had a 
name in the world ; and the very inſtinct of our 
nature whiſpers within us , the baſeneſs of being 
baffled out of a Truth or Vertuc ; yet ſucha de- 
ſpicable coward, is every man that wants this 
p4 (we valour, without which the aZ:rve muſt find 
another name;Rage orPhrenhie it may be,in ſome 
perhaps natural courage, or ſanguineneſs of tem- 
per in others, but truc Valor it is not, if it knows 
not as well to ſuffer as to do. That mind is tru- 
ly great, and only that which ſtands above the 
power of all extrinſick violence ; which keeps it- 
ſelf a diſtinCt principality independent upon the 
outward man, ſo that it is not ſubjectedto irs 
tate ; that can be free, when the body is faſt bound 
in Miſcry and Iron, ſound and healthy, when that 
groans under torture, and is never more #rong 
and vital, than when that langusſbes and expires ; 
and this is ſo delirable, fo tranſcendent a privs- 
ledge, as reaſon cannot but aſpire to: and this is 
iT 
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it to which this excellent precept of Chriſt advan- 
ces us when we thus ſuffer for righteonſneſs ſake, 
our Minds arc all liebt, what darkneſs focvcr in- 
volve our exterior part, and 15 like Goſhen cx- 
empt and ſecure, when that falls under all the 
Plagues of .A.oypr. 

AND what reaſon thus cmbraces for itſelf, 
'tis not imaginable that it ſhould reject , becauſe 
"tis richly clad ; that the Race ſhould ſcem the 
more tedious, becauſe there is a Crown within 
view ; or that the gloricus rewards our Chriſtin 
nity propoſes to our conſtancy, ſhould be clteem- 
cd as menaces and threats, Icmprations to deſert 
or turn Apoſtates. No certainly, Reaſon cannot 
diſpute, and make an ference ſo utterly rMogical, 
but will rather ulc it as an enforcement of its for- 
mer concluſion, c{tabliſh it the more firm and im- 
movable by having the baſis thus enlarged, ha- 
ving reward added to vertue, and happineſs en- 
taild on duty. If in the competition between 
two Evils, reaſon pronounce the leſſer elrpible: 
Much more will ſhe reſolve, when the conteſt is 
twixt good and evil, the greateſt Evil and the 

nv Good ; and chuſe that excellence which 
t h ſuperl 50s in itſclf, is more ecndear'd 
vor xcightned by compariſon. It I violate my 
reaſon, if I renounce vertue, though bare and na 
ked, then ſurely I do it yet more w vhen ſhe is thus 
accompl:ſht and adorn d; when beautifted on pur- 
poſc to allure the eye, and take the heart. When 
over and above the poſitive donation of Happi- 
neſs,ſhe adds a reſcyuc and releaſe trom mſery,and 
cqually 
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equally obliges by che diſtant proſpects of a Hell 
and Hcaven. So that not only the Goſpel-proms- 
ſes, but even menaces and threats become a wea- 
pon in the hand of reaſon, when ſhe ſtands upon her 
ovard, and fights for vertue. If fin preſent itſelf 
'y Pre teflor trom 2 7e1 mpor al 1. alamity s Yea" 
p ' will te !] me hence , that the profer is infidi- 
ous, it expoſes me to that which is infinitely worſe 
than v hat it pretends to fave me from ; and that 
not only in the former reſpect of Guilt , but in 
that of Puniſhment alſo. What a cheat is it to 
keep me out of the dungeon , and ſend me to the 
bottomleſspit, to fave me from a temporary fire, 
and thereby mark me out as Fuel for eternal 
flames; to take me out of their hands who can 
till the body, to put me into hu who can deſtroy 
both ſoul and body in Hell * Reaſon tells me I am 
to abhor the turpitude and foulneſs of a Crime; 
and it tells me roo, 1 am to dread the miſery and 
Smart of it alſo, It would not have me wallow 
in the mire, though it were ſafe, much leſs when 
itis full of Aſps and Vipers, which will infallibly 
ſting me to death. It cries out with Foſeph, How 
ſhall '1 do this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God ? 
And it crics out with Eſay too, Who can dwell with 
everlaſting fire? In a word , by the domeſtick 
native light of the candle of the Lord ſet up within 
our breaſt it ſhews the uglincſs of ſin; and ſhews 
It too by the affrightful diſmal blaze of thoſe un- 
quenchable flames it kindles: Thus by the diftc- 
rent arguments of terror and endearment, of love 
and fear, of intereſt and duty, reaſon aſlerts this 
ſcorn'd, 
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ſcorn'd, decried, neglected precept : Take her as br 
mere Paynim abſtracting trom the expectation Wſ 
of reward or puniſhment ; or take her as a Proſe. WI >... 
tte to Chrilt, contemplating his promiles and pe 
threats, if there be honeſty, or it there be religion, Wl 
in cither inſtance the Soul muſt ſtill conclude, MF 


that AfﬀiiHon is to be choſen rather than Intquity, 

AN D if it be reaſonable thus to reſiſt EVen un- 4, 
to bloud ſtrrome apainſt ſin, it reaſon blow the NR 
trumpet , ſound the alarm to this ſolemn War, 
then ſurcly it preſcribes ſomething of Martial 
diſcipline to prepare and diſpoſc us for thoſe com- [ 
bats. Nocxpert General will bring a company 
of rawuntrain'd men into the field , but willty Wl y 
little bloudleſs skirmiſhes inſtruct them in the 
manner of the fight , teach them the ready mana- 
gery of their weapons; and of this ſort are all 
thoſe voluntary ſeif-denials , and lighter auſteri 
tics which Chriſtianity commends to us, which 
become neceſſary not limply for themſelves, but 
as inſtruments towards a higher end. The Mi- 
litary tame the Romans had in the world was at 
chicved by the exact diſcipline of their Camps, 
enuring their Souldicrs to labour and hardſhip. 
And, as Tacitus tclls us, when a long peace had 
flackned the reins of diſcipline , that a&rve hu- 
mour, which was wont to be ſpent on the Encmy, 
recoil'd, and flew in the face of their Comman- 
ders, begat nothing but mutinies and diſorders; 
and certainly 'twill be the ſame in our Chriſtian 
warfare, it we abandon our ſclves to Eaſc and 


Sloth,never attempt to wreſtle with a difficulty, 
but 
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but keep our ſelves in the poſture the I/ſraehites 
on I Camp was in at Moſes's deſcent from the Mount, 
ſe- eating and drinking, and riſing up to play; our ap- 
nd petites will pay licentious and infolent, paſt 
0", WU our controul and guidance. If we treat them 
dc, WW with ſuch an indulgence as is recorded of Dawid 
0 to Adoniah, never ſay ſo much as why haſt thou 
- WH done thu? "Tis not to be expected but they will 
the I Rebel, though a Solomon fit in the Threne. For 
ar, alas, how is it imaginable, that he who never de- 
44! IF nicd himſelf any the ſmalleſt or moſt trifling plea- 
"mn I} ſurche had a mind to, ſhall on a ſudden deny af 
ny BW im the groſs ! He who has projected many, but never 
0 WW way'd one Opportunity of ſhewing his wi, how 
he WF fhall he find in his Bak to become a foot for 
i WW Griff He that has gratified his palate with all 
all WW that pretends to be guſttul ro it, how ſhall he de- 
I" WF ſccnd tothe bread of afftifiion? Or he that never 
cn WW tried tomiſs a Mcal, how will he cntertain the 
unwelcome contraricty of not knowing where to 
get one ? He who has never abated any thing of 
at- WF the utmoſt pomp he could r1cach, how will he 
P5 WW brook the want of neceſſaries; or from his Houſe 
p- I ſcil's with Cedar, and painted with Vermilion, be 


Fa content with his Saviours Lot, not to have where 
" lay bi bead? In ſhort, how ſhall he who never 
"Y, I could parc oft any of the excreſcencries, the mere 
an- | 


vanities and gaieties of an cftate, part with it all; 
'S> Wl orlay down that life for Chrifts ſake, from which 
'an WF he never ſubſtracted one ſmalleſt pleaſure ? Suf- 


nd fering is 4 thing to which the ſenſtt5ve part of us 
» has s an Ingate ayerpe and Avcrſions arc not - 
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be ſubdued at once, but by gentle and cafic de. 
grees; and cuſtom muſt have introduc'd a ſecond 
nature, before that original part of our temper 
will be ſupplanted. As 'tis therefore highly rea- 
ſonable for every man to aſpire to the dominion of 
himſclf, to keep his affetttons within his own ps 
wer and command ; and though he have no imnteref 
at-all in the greater, enjoy a ſoveraignty in the 
leſſer World : So in order to that, 'tis as reaſon- 
ablc to diſcipline and tame them by ſome volunts. 
ry atls of reftraint, like Hawmbal, ſometimes to 
paſs by that water to which his thirfts do moſt 1mper- 
tunately invite him. To try by little s&:rmifes 
what ſtrength and skill he has, before he runs the 
fatal hazard of a battel. To deny himſclt in the 
lefler inſtances, that ſo when the greater come, 
they may not have the diſadvantage of Uncouth- 
nels and perfect Strangeneſs to enhanſe their dif 
ficulty ; and this mult certainly be acknowledg 
reaſonable, orelſe we muſt condemn almoſt all 
the recciv'd rules of humane tranſattions, which 
generally have this for their ground-work, that 
men muſt paſs through the firft princeples and los- 
eft rudiments of any Art, before they can arrive 
at its height. Men ſerve Apprentiſhips to Trades, 
and think not themſelves the firſt day Mafters of 
their craft ; we advance in learning by leiſuradle 
and {low ſteps,and skip not from the A BC to the 
Metaphyſicks : And certainly the skill of Chrift 
an ſuffermg is not the caficſt of all Trades or Sa 
ences ; bur will require ſome time of Initiation, 
many repeated Trials and Eflays to bring us into 
an 
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an acquaintance with it: To convince our under- 
fendings, and perſwade our wills, that to loſe cur 
lives is to ſave them; and to be farthful anto the 
death, is the beſt way fo gain 4 Crown of life. 

IF Iſhould now proceed to every other pre- 
cept of Chriſt, and examine it by the rules of ſo- 
ber diſcourſe, we ſhould infallibly find them fo 
rational as befirs the Laws of him who is the eter- 
rel reaſon; but having made theſe eſſays in ſome 
of the moſt oppos'd Inſtances, I ſhall preſume 
theſe may paſs as the repreſentatives of 4ll the 
reſt ; and the acquirral theſe have receiv'd at the 
Tribunal of Reafon virtually involve them all. 

AND' o0ow fifice both conſcience and reaſon 
have pronounc'd the ſame of Chriſts Lows, that 
Pilate did of his Perſon, that they find in them no 
fault at alt; methinks Judges ſhould have the 
ſame previtedge that is allowed to private Men, 
that «2 the mouth of two every word may be eftabliſts : 
But if arty man be ſo ſcrupulous as not to reſt in 
the ſerittnce of leſs than a Triumwirate, let him 
in Gods tame bring in a third, and when his vici- 
ous apperites ( which were before excepted to as 
_ ) are {ct afide, he cannot be diſtracted in 

is choice, there being, but one more that can 
politbly be call'd in, and that is experience, 
which being 4 Fudge that himſelf mult create, he 
can not fear it ſhould be prejudic'd again(t him ; 
lorhat he may entertain full confidence of its in- 
tegrity : And no leſs may he doof its ability, this 
being the moſt infallible of hamane determinari- 
ons, ſuch as often corrects the error of Peculati- 
_ ms; 


104 eMiſchi fs ariſmng Chap.s. 


comes 


on; and ſhews us the vanity of concluding what is 
pratticable in matter from being demonſtrated in 
the Scheme or Diagram ; The guidance of an ile 
terate traveller in the way that he has gone, be. 
ing far more uſctal to a giors yo in his journey, 
than the beſt Maps and molt exact deſcription 
of Geographers. But then it mult be indeed ex. 
perience, and not only ſome ſlight and tranſient 
Eflay, We call not him an experienc'd Phyſcia 
that has had one Patient, or a Lawyer that has 
pleaded one Cauſe. Experience is the daughter of 
time, and is made up of many ſucceſſrve trials, 2; 
a habit is of maltiolied atls: And to the verdif 


of ſuch an Expericnce Chriſts precepts will not 
fear to fand ; let a man pur himſclf into a ſetled 
courſe of obedience to them, abſtain ſo long from 


all prohibited commiſſions, as may wear out the 
rank taſte wherewith his palate has becn ſcaſond 
and leave it free and diſcngag'd, and then infalli 
bly he will find ſach a ſavor and ſweetneſs in thoſe 
vertues, that he will wonder how he came toe 
cheated into an opinion of their being bitter and 
unſavoury;and will have no appetite to return toby 
Onions and by Garlick, after he has thus been fe! 
with © nails and Manna. That this will be thc 
event of this experiment there is all ground of cer 
tainty, and when the trial is once made, ſoirt 
fragable an evidence will follow, that it will ndt 
leave a man the power to doubt : Only in the inte 
rim ſo much belief is requiſite, as may let him in 
to the demonſtration, make him ſect to that Pre 


Etice from whence he is to reap all this : And it 
an) 


—— 
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any man be ſo much a Sceptick, as not to have 
44th enough to put him on the adventure,l ſhould 
at once for his conviH{ion and puniſhment, wiſh but 
be. WI that he might a while extend the ſame diftruff to 
affairs of common life : Let him doubr whether 
ney, his meat be ſavory, and refuſe to eat ; whether his 
chaths be warm,and ſo go naked; whether his houſe 
be firm, and Lye without doors : and when he has a 
--  Wwhile thus ſmarted under his own diſcipline, let 
him but apply the wiſdom he has thus bought to 


= the preſcnt imfance,and it will unqueſtionably re- 
ay ſolve his ſcruple ; Or if he be ſtill too Impaticnt to 
dig attend the ripening of his own Experience, let 
"©" WW him make uſe of other mens. Let him appeal to 
re any who has inur'd his neck to Chriſts yoke, and 
ron Wy him whether it be galling and pinching, or 


the whether it be not eaſre, nay gracious. Let him 
ron'4 bY 25% one who by repeated reſtraints hath ſubdued 
and tamed his natural rage or pride, how he likes 
hol the change, and undoubtedly he will tell him, 
ob £15 no leſs happy than a calm is after the noiſe 
and i 20 danger of a violent tempeſt, or the caſe of a 
broken :mpoſtbume, after the painful gathering 
Sm Oh filling ot it. Let him ask one who has di- 
velted himſelf of all his ſerſn4l ſins, whether by 
their abſence he now diſcern not their nece{jicy,and 
he will tell chem, 'tis but the ſame the primizive 
Ghriftians had of thoſe beafts 14ins wherein their 
perſecutors had clad them, whoſe only uſe was by 
deforming to fit them for devouring. Let him 
Pr; eto the converted Mammoniſt, and ask him, 
4 i Phich he finds the berrer rreaſwy, his own Coffer 
H 3 or 
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or the poor mans Bowels, and he will bo able tg 
aſlare him, he is become much richer by havin 
leſs in ftore. Let him come to the devout Aſcetict, 
and ask him what t4fte be finds in Damels unples. 
{ant bre a4, Dan 1 0.3. and he will tell him infincte. 
ly more than ever he did in Drves's delicious fare; 
that cloy'd and ſurfcited the fleſh, this nouriſhes 
aud ſupports rhe ſpirit. Nay finally, let him 
come to him that is actually ſuffering for righte 
er. ſneſs ſake, and he will exemplihe to him the bes. 
titude which Chriſt has pronounc'd of ſuch : Let 
him viſit Paul and Silas in the priſon, and he ſhall 
hear them ſi:ging: Petey and the other Apofile; 
afcer their ſfripes and beating, and he ſhall find 
them rejoycing 3 And Stephen amidit the Thron 
of his murderers and Tempeſt of their ftones, n. 
he ſhall obſerve him overlooking them all, ang 
entertaining himſelf with a more pleaſant pro 
fpet, ſeeing the Heavens open'd and Feſus ſtanding 
at the right hand of God; and why ſhould not 
other mens ſucceſſes animate our endeavours 
here?In temporal affairs it ſeldom miſſes to doir 
The Trophics of M:ltiades at Marathon diſturdd 
Themiftocles his fleeps, till hchad rais'd unto him- 
ſelf and Country more glorious ones at Sale 
mine ; Ceſar while he views Alexanders Image up- 
braids his own f{lackneſs with the memory of his 
conquelts, and infpirits himſelf to great at- 
temprs. He that returns with a ricb frarght trom 
a new-found-L and encourages others to Trade #h1- 
ther alſo: Nay, even a begger ſpeeds not well at 
an Hoſþitable door, but he is able to ſend fboles up- 
00 
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on the like hopes: Much leſs does he that has 


found a treaſure need to uſe his Oratery to invite 
"et, partakers ; and why then ſhould thoſe few that 
plea- MW have made this more precious diſcovery be forc'd 
mite: to monopolize it, as not being able to draw m part- 
are; WW mers ? Yet God knows, thus it is, thoſe that hear 
ſhes W of no rarity bur they long for it, as David after 
bim WW the waters of Bethlehem, can yet hear the (ame 
ebte- WM David cry out, Sow ſweet the Lord «! and yet 
bes © have no curioſity to taſte ir: Thoſe whom the 
Let iN very name of Liberty ſo captivates, that they ſa- 
ſhall WW crifice all that is really valuable to that Chimera ; 
files W can hear the Apoſtle ſpeak of the glorious liberty of 
tind WF the ſons of God, and yet like hardened Gally-ſlaves 
bo deſpiſe the Manumiſſion. Thoſe that hunt after 
pleaſures till the very purſuit become an unſup- 

and I portable pain, can be told of thoſe rivers of plea- 
pre WF ſures wherewith God offers to quench their thirlt, 
ding WF and yet inflict on themſelves the rich mans tor- 
not WW ment, and deny ſo much as to drp the tip of therr 

ours By finger toward the cooling their own flames. Good 
[# it oy God! what ſtrange infatuation is this, that while 
4 iN there is ſo much of vicious enty in the world,there 
um- BW ſhould be nothing of vertuous emulation ? That 
ale WO mens heat and vigour ſhould all ſpend itſelf in 
up- i childiſh purſuits, and leave them thus cold and 

his [tupid to their great and ſerr0ous concernments ? 

_ Ut- i And what remains to him that ponders this Eps- 
rom i demick tolly, but to breath out Moſes's With; 
ihi- i O that men were wiſe; or if that be too hopeleſs 2 
lat Wi wote, O that men were not ſo deftruttroely fooliſh ; 
uP- I frat their raſhneſs and Error might b= contin'd to 
00 H 4 their 
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their lower intereſts: And as fools arc treated, 
be kept from dealing in things of conſequence ; that 
they would not govern their Souls by ſuch an ab- 
ſurd kind of managery, as they will not truſt with 
the meanclt of their outward concerns. Andif 
this might but be obtain'd, it this fatal Oſcitanc 
which has benumm'd and frozen them were but 
caſt off, they would then from the report of the 
good land be animated to their journey ; and rather 
chuſc to make the concurrent Teſtimonics of 
others arguments to encourage them, than leare 
them as Hand-writings to appeal, or Witneſſes 
to condemn them. And he that ſhall thus borrow 
othcr mens experzence with this deſign of copying 
it eut, and lays it asa foundation tor his own, 
thcreby poſlefles himſclf of one of the greateſt 
advantages of the communion of Saints ; kindles 
himſelt at their fire till he grows bright and high 
as it; combines his flame with theirs, and fo 
encreaſcs the Ardors of them both ; follows Ex- 
ample till himſclt grows exemplary, and in one 
ACt receives and grves. But he that thus ſcts out, 
mult remember, that it is more than the journey 
of one day he has to go;he muſt not think(as I laid 
betore ) that every little ſuperficial attempt is that 
Expericnce which he is in queſt of : He that thus 
phanſies will be expos'd to a very dangerous de- 
ccit, for 'tis ſure there is in all habits ſuch a force, 
that they are not tobe diſpoſleſt but by a contra 
ry violence, and therefore he that has been under 
the power of any vicious cuſtom, enters at firſt in- 
ro a ſtare of hoſtility, has ſuch a rough oppoſition, 
a} 


a ao — CC _ ware ©%\ 


T——_— —- 


Chap.s5- from Carnal Conſideration. L09 


as rather finds him Work than Pleaſure : Now it 
he ſhall upon this firſt Eflay pronounce, he is 
like to paſs a very unjuſt ſentence: Let him fight 
on a while till he have got ſome ground, and then 
though the War afforded him (:ttle pleaſure, the 
Victory will yield him much. Every repeated 
defeat he gives his Adverſary will be a new tri- 
umph ro him, and what the Komans courted as ſo 
orcat a Dignity, he may cvery day enjoy. But 
then as he advances farther to the completing of 
his vi&fories, ſo he does of his Pleaſures too: 
when his irregular appetites arc ſo ſubdued, that 
they rarely make s3nſurre#:on, this is ſuch a ſtate 
of tranquillity as gives him leiſure to diſcern, and 
enjoy the delights of Chriſtian vertuc, and will 
teach him to reproach the higheſt Panegyrick he 
ever heard of it as flat and imperfect : fo infinite- 
ly will he find it exceed the utmoſt deſcription, 
that he will ſay with the Queen of Sheba, the one 
balf mas not told him. This is the rich prize which 
they ſhall obtain that rus the race, bur it is not 
awarded to the firft fep; and hence it is ſo many 
fail of it, that when they find the uncafineſs 
which attends the breaking oft a cufom; this is 
ſuch a Gyant, a ſon of Anat, as turns them back 
diſcourag'd from the Canaan they went to view. 
Bur alas this diſcovers how ſmall a ſtock of Reſo- 
lution they carried out with them; for where 
men ſct out with heart and appetite, "tis not ſuch 
little d:fficulties that will diſmay them: it ir be 
but their forts they are engag'd in, it ſerves to 
deceive the ſcnſc of many uncaſineſles, nay often 


dangers, 
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dangers, he that is but in chaſe of a filly Haye is 
ſo keen upon it, that he feels not the wearineſ 
of a whole days motion, and it he meet with x 
hedge in his way will rather leap it with hazarg, 
than be diverted from his Game, Bur 'tis ſure in 
their fins they ſufter far greater hardſhips with. 
out diſcouragemcat. The puny drunkard is not 
diſhcartned by the firff quaim, but repeats his ex. 
ceſſes till he have overcome his queaſmeſ{ The 
calt Litigant fits not down with onc croſs verdifl, 
but recommences his ſuit, pallecs it through all 
Gourts, and conliders not his own pains, fo he 
may cither weary or force the other out of his 
right. The unclean perſon falls not out with his 
fin, how ſadly ſocver it hath maceratcd him, but 
{ſteps out of the beat-bouſe into the Stews ; and ſhall 
men be ſo indefatigable in their purſuirs of nfels- 
city, buy one torment with another, and drive 
on the year in a circle of ſuch wotul Traffick, and 
ſhall vertue and pleaſure be thought not worth the 
ſmalleſt labour ? Can they keep themſelves in a 
perpetual contention with their eaſe, their reaſon, 
and their God ; and can they not endure a ſhort 
combat with a {inful cuſtom? W hich if it have ſome 
uneaſmeſs, yet 'tis both infinitely ſhort of what 
they have ſuffered in the contrary compliance, 
and beſides carries its remedy in its hand; Forif 
the Dofficulry ariſe only ( as doubrlcſs ir does ) 
from the confirm'dneſs of the Habit, cvery Act 
of reſiſtance ,as it weakens the Habit, fo it abares 
the Dificulty. It is thceretore a moſt unreaſon- 


able inference, from the trouble of the firſt oppoſi- 
£i0n, 
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tion, to conclude the impoſſibility of the future ; 
for if the firf# were but troubleſome and not im- 
poſſible, the ſecond will have yet leſs of the 
trouble, and ſo be yet farther remov'd from im- 
poſſibility, and the third than the ſecond, and ſo 
on till the difficulty vaniſh and diſappear. And 
if men would but aſſume ſuch a moderate courage, 
as but to keep the field, and not to run away upon 
the firſt gun-ſhot, they would ſoon find how im- 
potent Aſſailants they had to deal with, who can 
never ſubdue any man by ffrength, who is not firſt 
Emaſculated by his own fears. Let us therefore 
to ſhun the reproach of ſo diſhonorable a Detcat, 
awake and rouſe our ſclves, put us in a poſture of 
defence : And Satan, who is as cowardly as any 
thing in tho world but we, wil, as St. Fames al- 
ſures us, fly from w. Let ns upbraid our ſelves 
with our unſcaſonablc hardineſs and reſolution in 
our impictics, till we have chang'd the ſcene, 
grow impatient of thoſe ſervile drudgeries, and 
ambitious of theſo honourable adventures. And to 
animate us the more, let us fix our eyes upon the 
plorious prize of the wf{ory; and that not only 
the final and eternal in future Glory; but thar 
mermediate which oftcrs itſclt as the earneft of 
That, the calm and pleaſure ot a conquering pie- 
ty. The Roman ſtory tells us, that the Flawia- 
"fs had ſo poſſcſt their minds with the forts of 
Vienna, that they grew inſcni{ible of all dangers in 
the way to it, andeven forc't their General Anto- 
«10 to put them upon theſe hazards, which his 
wiſcr conduct would have declin'd. And why 
ſhould 
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ſhould not our more worthy hopes cxcite as great 
an carneſtneſs ? Why ſhould not we have as great 
an appetite to the pillaging of Satans camp, 
plundering that infernal Magazeen of all its ex. 
gins both ef mine and battery, its ſtores of arms 
and ammunition, leaving him naked and de. 
fenceleſs, unable to make any impreſſion upon 
us? And this he certainly does, who by a ſteddy 
attice of vertne, comes to diſcern the contemp. 
tibleneſs of thoſe baits wherewith he allures us. 
He that ſeeks only the prarſe of God, looks upon 
the applauſe of men as a blaſt of Air, which poſſi 
bly may demoliſh and deſtroy a glorious building, 
but cannot give foundation or materials to it ; and 
therefore will not ſeek for, or ſolicit its anha 
py courtſhips. He who defires to be great 8 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, laughs at the buſic 
aſpirings to ſecular greatneſs, and wonders at the 
force of that enchantment, which engages mcn 
with ſo extreme toil, toclimb a tottering prin- 
nacle, where the ſtanding is uncaſic, and the fall 
deadly. He that covets to be rich towards God, 
and has inur'd his cycs to that divine fplendor 
which reſults from the beauty of holine(s, is not 
dazlcd with the glittering ſhine of Gold: conſiders 
itas a vein of the ſame earth he treads on, and 
deſpiſcs that abſurd partiality whereof the Pro- 
phet accuſes idolaters, tocmploy one part to the 
meaneſt uſes, and fall down to the other. Ina 
word, he that looks on the eternal things that are 
not ſeen, will through thoſe optics exactly dif- 


ccrn the vanity and inconſiderableneſs ot all that is 
viſible 
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viſible and temporary ; and fo will be cqually un- 
moved with the serrors or allurements of the 
world, and ncither frighted nor flatter'd out of 
his duty. And he that is thus fortified diſcou- 
rages and wearies out his Tempter, deprives him 
not only of weapons but of heart too, and drives 
even Satan himſclt to deſperation ; and when the 
Enemy is thus bear out of the field, there remains 
nothing but to enjoy the wi#ory, When that 
reluftance and reſiſtance of the corrupt appetite is 
ſo weakned and ſubdued, that a man acts with 
freedom, he acts with pleaſure too. A beart 
thus ſet at liberty,alacrioully runs the ways of Gods 
commandments : it faring with it as with a Pa- 
tient that is preſcrib'd exerciſe for health ; W#ho at 
firſt perhaps finds laſſitude and trouble in it : but 
when the obfiruftions are remov'd, and nature dil- 
burthened of thoſe noxious humors that encum- 
bred her, that which was at firſt his tart, be- 
comes his recreation. For we arc not to think, 
that it is any innate noo in prety that renders 
the firſt eſſays of it unpleaſant ; that is owing on- 
ly to the imdiſÞoſedneſs of our own Hearts, We 
are in the Prophets phraſe Lullocks unaccuſtomed to 
the yoke ; and if we be galled and. tretted by it, 
'tis becauſe of our impaticnt ſtrivings, and irre- 
gular motions under it, the yoke is really no hea- 
vier than it is afterwards, when it is more tamely 
born ; and yet the Eaſe is very different and un- 
equal. And this teaches us a ſhort way to that 
telicity we now ſpeak of, to wit, That we com- 
poſe our ſelves to ſuch a ſubmiſs and malleable 
rcmper 
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temper, that Chriſt may come only to govern 
us as ſheep, not to be put to rame us as Tiger, 
Let us withdraw all ſupplics from our lufts, and 
not by any ſecret reſerved afteftion give them 
Clancular aids to maintain their Rebellion, and 
then they will not be able long to make any +4. 
gorous oppoſition, nor conſequently much to di- 
{turb the tranquilizty of thoſe who have thus re- 
ſign'd themſclves to the government of the 
Prince of Peace: and if this cannot be done in 
ſuch an inſtant, but that there will be ſome 
previous diſplacencics, and uncafic itruglings, 
yet even thoſe like the Scorpron, carry Antidote 
againſt their own fings, when 'tis confider'd, that 
they are but the pangs of the wew-birth, they will 
become very ſupportable by the expeCtation of 
that Joy to which they tend. An enſlaved people 
think themſclves fairly advanc'd ro happineſs, if 
they can get but to make head acain{ their op- 
preflors, though they muſt expe&t many ſore 
conflifts and ſharp prone before they become 
u&tors : and certainly 'tis matrer of incſ{timable 
joy to him, who has been under that ſad ſpiritual 
ſlavery, to be ſer thus upon even terms, with his 
ſword in his hand againſt thoſe, who once had him 
in ſuch vaſſalage, rhat he durſt not lift up a 
thought againſt them ; but eſpecially when 'tis 
remembred with what invincible aids he is backt, 
ſuch as will aſcertain him of v:i#ory, if he do not 
treacherouſly deftcat himſclf. And ſurely he mult 
be of a ſtcange phlegmatick temper, whom all 
theſe conſiderations will not cnliven, convey in- 
to 
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to him ſo much ſpirit as to make an attempt, 
and cngage him to do that upon ſo preffing, fo 
great a concern which mere curiatty prompts 
men daily to in common affairs. And he that is 
not moulded of this cold and ſtubborn clay, he 
that has not loſt one of the elements of mans com- 
polition, and has bur a ſpark of fire in his temper, 
will furcly have ſome warmth towards this fo in- 
viting an experiment : and when ke has once 
made it, 1 doubt not, it will then joyn with the 
ſufftrages both of reaſon and conſcience in ap- 
probation of Ghriffs Laws, and will with Solomen 
pronounce of this ſpiritual wiſdom, hor ways are 
1 of pleaſanine(s, and all ber paths are peace, 
Prov. 3. 19. 

AND now it muſt be a ftrange vrolence of 
impicty, that muſt break this threefold cord, thar 
ſhall diſannul the joynt ſertence of all that are 
competent Fadges in this matter. This is not 
the ſtrength of Sampſon that br.cke withs and cords, 
but of the Legion that pull'd in pieces fet- 
ters and chains; and though too many men 
make it their own work; yer certainly 'tis only 
the Devils intereſt: he aſpires.to the rule and 
—_—_ ofus; and to that cnd nothing can 

more contributive, than theſe prejudices we 
take up againſt Chrilts conduct. A Sonl like 
1 Nation, can neither bear two Legiſlators, nor 
be without one : And Satan having bor that fin- 
je competitor, our quarrelling with Chrifts 

aws, is virtually an embracing of his. When 
we ſend Ghrift that rebellious meſſage, Nolamns 


bunc 
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hunc regnare, we ſay to the other as the trees to 
the bramble, Fudg. g. 14. come thou and reign over 
ws. And to this defiance of the one, and invita. 
tion of his oppoſite, he very nearly approaches, 
that thus detames Chriſts commands as irratio- 
nal or ſevere. The traducing of a government 
being, we know, the immediate preludium to the 
caſting ir oft ; /ibe/lmg the forlorn hope to rebel. 
lion. But would God men would ſoberly weigh 
whither ſuch a mutinous humor tends ; and when 
our outward condition has given us ſo many preg. 
nant and coſtly proofs of its ruinous effefs, take 
caution that it make not the like wrack within 
us: that we do not madly exchange Chriſts gem: 
ſervice, and gloriow rewards, tor Satans cruel bon- 
dage,and crucller Wages : the golden chains of the 
one which do more adorn than tic us,for rhe ron, 
the 4damantine links of the other, which bind 
us till they deliver us over to thoſe Chains of 
darkneſs, wherc our captivity ſhall be irreverſible. 
If this ſo reaſonable, ſonecceiſary a care may be 
admitted; "twill certainly confute the protanc 
ſophiftiry ot our age, filence our impious cavils, 
and inſtead of providing us of the colour of an 
auſtere Mafter to excuſe our ſloth, will engage 
us to that diligence that ſhall ſuperſede the ule 
of ſuch ſhifts, and then we may hope to ſee Ghri- 
flianity have a Reſurreflion-day again, aſlume 2 
Body ſomewhat of ſolidity and ſubſtance ; which 
now wanders about like a ghoft or ſpetire, a ſpade 
or vaniſhing apparition, which lcaves no footiteps 
behind it: and to the xc-union, O ler us oy 
oully 
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louſly contribute, take up every one of us his 
dry bones, and bring them to rhe Prophet, or ra- 
ther to Him who ſpake by that Prophet, to breath 
upon them, till at laſt they be cemented and in- 
ſpirited in aCtive duty, to ſhew torth the Praiſes 
of that God who hath call'd us out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light, x Pet. 2. 9. 


CHAP. VT. 


A Lurtey of the M:ſchief's ariſing from Partial 
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NOTHERK fort of prepoſterous Con- 
hdcrers there arc, by whom the power and 
force of Ghrifttanity is no leſs obſtructed : 
and thoſe arc they that contrive not how they 
may moſt comply with it, but how they may beſt 
bend it ro comport with them. T hat rebate its edge, 
or turn it only againſt ſuch of their corruptions 
as they have leaſt kindneſs tor. That weigh the 
precepts with no other deſign but that of raking 
the lighteſt: Thoſe to which their conftirations 
or other circumſtances carry leaft repugnance ; 
and come unto the Goſpel not as to a /aw, buttoa 
Market ; cheapen what they belt like, and leave 
the reſt tor other cultomers. 
THAT thus it is with many, nceds no other 
proof than the varicty viſtble in the lives of ſfeve- 
ral proteſtors. One man behaves himſelt mo- 
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dettly, and tells you his religion commands him 
humility; yet at the ſame time tranſgreſſes the as 
ſtrict Drecept of Juſtice, and will detraud him he 
bows to. On the contrary another is Juſt, but ln- 
folent, and though his Scntcnce do not bend 
expects his Clients ſhould, That man owns the 
purity of his religion in wv:ſ:ting the fatoerleſs and 
widows, yet diſelaims it again, by nor keeping 
himſelf untpotted of the world. This perſon is 
Abſtcmious, but Uncharitable, will drink no 
wine, but thirſts for b/ofd. He prays much, yet 
curſes more ; whileſt hc is meck, but indevourt 
Now while the Ralc is onc and the ſame, how 
ſhould it come, that mens PraCtices ſhould fo 
vary,wcre it not for the unequal Application : did 
they take it intire, though there might be diftc- 
rence in the degrees,, yet ſure not in the kimds of 
their Vertues, and as men would not differ { 
from one another, ſo/ neither would they from 
themſelves ; there would be then no ſuch _ 25 
a charitable Druakard! a devout Oppreſlor, a chaf 
Miſer; Monſters engendred by this uneaten 
commixture of lrebt with darkneſs; but piety 
would be uniform and extenſive, and bring into 
captitity every thou of unto tbe obedience of Ghrif, 
2 Gor. 10. P And | it be thus, Chrifttaniy Can 
never be thought to fave atchicv'd any part of its 
deſign, which was not aim'd againſt any one / 
ole Rod but agai pſt the whole Ea) of fin. Alas! 


tis nor the lop P ping 1 One ot th C remore memn- 
bers, that will rendek thc remaining ones any 
whit b$hc leſs vital ; this having a part leſs to ani 
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mate, will rather ſerve ro concenter the ſpirits, 
and make them more active in the rclt; as we 
ſce the gruning of Trees makes them more prodi- 
fick. And this eftcet is very obvious , among 
men : he who has no g nora dHiflike to vice, it he 
repudiate one, tis commonly that he may cleave 


” — 


cloſer to another; and _— ic defaulks from ſome 


ry, mn{iprd f1n, is but to make up 2 Bemumin s 
\! r ſome other more guſttul. It the Wan- 
ton b< ſober, ris odds he thinks excefsa Rival ro 
lis lat; it the Proud man bra zl, 'tis becauſe 
CODer 91 iſne(s 15 ng 710TIO! + ſuch uncyenneſlcs arc 
caus d not by an unkindne(s t; } any Sin (unleſs pot- 
ihly that avcrfion which natural conſtiturion 
in ſome ) but by a partiality to one Or more 
tayvouritc-Viccs, tor whoſe better accommodation, 
and ſecurer rexgn, not only Vertue, but other 
Vices all mult give PIACe. 

AN D this tis much t be tcar'd will upon a 
truc account, be found to be tt ſum ot many 
mens prety. ſomething thc think they mult 
pay to the 1mportunity of their Keligion, which 
updraizs them ſo loudly, that they arc willing to 


Hop it s mouth. but yer WO uld d 101T with as much 
frupality, and 'd m anagery as may be, and fo 
conf{1d-1 Irv - tis they can bclt ſpare: what re- 


tuſc Sin which! brings them in little of ſatisfaCti- 
on,and 15 perhaps ir in competition with ſome othe1 
more agrecable : and this they can be content to 
devote fo the laughter, fet it to receive all the 
:empreſſions of the ſword of the ſpirit; and ſoulec it 
3 a buckler to their darking lus1s,to ward off thoſe 

L > Wows 
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blows which muſt clſc fall heavy on them; but 
alas! this is not to obey,but to delude ; to ranſom 
a greater Sin with a /efs, and to tranſcribe | in this 
matter thc Counſcl of Carp! as ; to let one FIT: for 
the people, that the nhole nation periſh nor. To 
make one forlorn guilt a Patriot to the reſt, 
whileſt in the tempeſt which threatned a general 

ſhipmrack, the precious wares arc preſery d, by 
throwing the le{Svaluable over-board. 

AN NU truly that is commonly the event; men 
arc ſojolly and triumphant when they have worſt 
cd a trivial wn -onſiderable ſin, as it they had de- 
fcatcd the whole army : this POOT deſpicable fpull 
is ſct up as their Trop5y,and mult;they think, wit- 
neſs for them both to God and man, that they are 
good ſouldiers of Feſus Ghrift : they can, like Saul, 
with full confidence mect the Prophet, and tell 
him they have fulfilled the Commandment of the 
Lord, 2 Sam. 15. [3. though Agag and the beſt 
cattle, the reigning and fatteſt ſens be ſpar'd : and 
while they arc thus ſecure, their fins will certain: 
ly be ſo alſo,have no diſturbance or diſquict trom 
them, but lic at Eaſc and reſt, feed like Cantbai 
upon their own kind, be nouriſht by the car: 
kaſfes of thoſe unlucky vices, on whom theex 
terminating lot hapned to fall; and by that 
means grow to a prodigious bulk and corpulency. 
And upon theſe terms Satan himſclt will allow us 
ro mortifie ſome ſins, nay, will himſelt caft the firf 
ſtone at them: and like a —_— pgrpoſe- 
Iv loſe thele petty fakes, tit he may aeedtark 
fwcep the board. \ 
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F OR if men ſhould give themſelves up uni- 
[erally to all ſorts of NI, it they ſhould fer them- 
ſelves in a total oppolition to all the documents 
of their profeſſion, he would loſe one of his moſt 
uſcful emgins; there could be no ſuch thing as a 
falſe deluſive hope : they might poſſibly by ob- 
—— harden, or by diverſion gag Conſcience 
but they could not bribe and corrupt it, make ir 
fit down well pleas'd and fſatisfhicd with itfclt. 
For when the threats apainſt diſobedience ſhall 
occur to the mind of one who has in all inſtances 
difobey'd, tis impoſſible he ſhould find any 
ſalveany way of Evading the T hreats,they make 
ſo directly at him : but "be who can alledge for 
himſclf that he obeys #n ſome things, confronts 
that to all ObjeEtions, and reſolves he is not 
in the lift of the diſobedient ; One or two ſuch 


| comfortable inſtances are as mighty, as God 


promis'd the Iſraelites ſhould be, Deut. 32. 30. 
one able to chaſe a thouſand, and two to pul ten thou- 
ſand to flight ; all fears and miſgiving thoughts 
are diſſipated and fled betore them : and as once 
the French King in his return t@ the numerous 
ſwclling titles of the Spanrard, thought the bare 
repetition of France, France, France, was a tull 
ballance to them all ; ſo when whole files of great 
and ſcandalous Crimes preſent themſclves, ore 

mele vertue is thought a ſufficient counterpoize. 
He whoſe Conſcience upbraids him with all 
Profaneneſs towards God, and Infobricty ro- 
wards himſelf: yet it he can but anſwer, that he is 


juſt to bus neighbour, he thinks he has quit ſcor: 
; g 
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and tears no farther reckonings : he who is im- 


merſt in all the filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, 


has abandon'd his Mind to pride and enty, his Bo. 
dy to lu#t and intemperance ; and lo ſacrificed both 
thoſe to Devils : yet it he all but ſome grams of 
his eſtate upon the Altar ; devote any ſmall par 
of that to God, for the uſes ot Prety or Charity; 

he concludes that Incenſe will ſend up a Cloud 
thick cnough to obſgure the other from the eye; 
of Divinc Juſtice, and yield ſo ſweet a favour, 
as will pertume him in fp ight of all thag Noiſom- 
neſs : ſocxtending old Tovrts words. beyond his 
meaning, that alms, though alone, delrvereth from 
aeatl > and cle! ſeth from: all i In. He who 1 IS deep 
in ſacriledge and rebellion, that can daringly Coral. 
low repeated deliberate perpuyres; yet it hecan 
get but the demure tenderneſs, to fear 4 ſudden 
oath, he is Chymiſt cnough to cxtract a confidence 
out of that fear, and preſumes that formal Civi- 
lity coGods name, ſhall expiatcall the real Vi 
olations and Contempts of him: and while men 
make ſuch uſe of their partzel precemeal obedi- 
ence, it can never be the Dewils rmtereſt to diſturb 
them mit, to awake them out of their pleaſant 
drcam, or to exact of them to depolite thoſe 
poor unfignificant remarns of their Chriſtianity, 
which ſerve only to make them more Supine, not 
more Jafe. 

NAY indeed his affairs are ſo ſtated, that to 
ſome he can and does, and without danger allow 
a ycr tar greater me lul; pence ; he can permit them 
to bid much faircr than this for Hcaven, and 

yet 


\ 


he 
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nure is firm enough. Herod may hear Fohn Bap- 
tif gladly, nay do many things upon ir, yet let 
him but keep Herodias, and ſhe will ſoon be able 
to ſecure both her ſelf and Satan againit the dan- 
ger of that Competition. This is indeed his 
main advantage, that he can hold faſt by the 
ſmalleſt thred ; and whereas to our bliſs a conſpi- 
ration and union of all Vertucs is required ; our 
rume can ſpring from any one ſolitary Crime: 
many rounds make that Ladder wherewith we muſt 
ſcale Heaven: whereas one ftep ſerves to precipi- 
tate us into the Abyſſe; ſo ſadly veritying the Po- 
ctical Axiome, Facils deſcenſus Avernt. In ſum, 
while there is but any one ſingle ſin indulg'd to : 
that is the Devils tedder; and though it ſhould 
be imagin'd ſo looſe,as to give men ſcope to range 
over ll other forts of Vertues, to taſte the ſweet 
and feed liberally on them ; yet (till the beaſt is 
in the power of him who has fixt the linc, not 
only to be finally led away to ſlaughter, but allo 
to have the length ſhortned, and be cither put out 
of the reach, or quite removed from the view of 
thaſe pleaſant paſture 

F OR though the {ccurity rais'd by ſuch an un- 
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uniform picty is in many ſo exactly apportioned 
to Satans intereſt, that he has no cauſe to wiſh 
the change of his tenure ; yet where the circum. 
ſtances are ſuch, as will make it uſctul, he can 
caſily twiſt his thred intoa Gable. When he 
thinks one Monarch Luſt too mild a regiment, he 
can ſect upan Athenian Tyranny, or which is yet 
worle, let in the whole populacy of Sin upon the 
Soul,which like the « Zgyptian Locufts ſhall over. 
run and devour it, not leave any green _— the 
ground, and that this is in his power we hare 
too much reaſon to conclude. He is, we knoy, 
a cunning ſophifter, and if he has abus'd us ſofar 
as to impoſe one {in upon us, he may thence very 
regularly deduce many more; as one falſe Pre- 
miſe admitrcd, may be improved into thouſand; 
of falſe Concluſtons. Indeed ſuppoſing a man 
relolute to adhere to one fin, he may with very 
good Logick perſwade him to multitudes 
orhers. There arc but two OZjeftions uſually 
made to any Temptation ; cither the offence, or 
the danger; and theſe are uſually objeEtableto 
one {in as well as ro another; ſo that this dilemms 
readily ofters itſelf: Either it is reaſonable to 
buy a pleaſure at that price, or it is not: It it 
be, then contrive that the crime be pleaſant, and 
that brings its dr/þenſation with it: If it benot, 
then why doeſt thou live in this one fin in de- 
ſpight of both guilt and puniſhment ? The late 
part of the Dilemma 'tis no part of Satans bus 
neſs to preſs ; but the former he has too much ad- 
yantage of purſuing ſuccesfully ; it he can but 
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dreſs up a temptation to look invitingly, the buſi- 
neſs is done. S0 ridiculous a thing is an uneven 
Piety, that it even laughs itſelf out of counte- 
nance, and wants only temptation to become ani- 
form Vice. How abſurdly looks it,to ſee a man run 
away with Foſeph trom the embraces of his Mz- 
refs, and yet with tull as great a ſpeed accompa- 
ny Gehazs in the purſuit of a bribe ; and how obvi- 
ous is it to conclude that the former aſſault was 
improſperous only becauſe not manag'd with the 
right weapon ; that he might have been hrr'd, that 
would not be weed ? What a mockery is it for a 
man to be zealous for God,and rebellious againſt bu 
King? As in the reverſe, for a man to be true to 
by King, and a rebel to hy God And who can but 
think, that had cither of the averted Crimes been 
cookt to their Palats, they might have chang'd 
Meſſes.Indeed 'tis not imaginable by what rules of 
diſcourſe, he that embraces one ſm ſhould rejeEt 
another : if it be done only upon phancy and humer, 
as the repulft vice will have reaſon to complain of 
great partiality, when as bad as itſelf 1s receiv'd 
and cheriſh'd ; ſo it points out a way to attacque 
him more proſperoully : let it ſhape itſelt ro the 
phancy, and ſure Satan, who can transform him- 
ſelf to an Angel of light, can ſoon work that cahe 
change : let the younger Brother get on the cloaths 
of the favourite Eſau, transform itſclt into 
the ſhape and intereſt of the darling fin, and 
it need not doubr of a tree admr/ſion. Bur all 
this while to pretend conſcience tor ſuch an abſts- 
wence, is of all other pleas the molt abſurd; tor 


why 
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why ſhould he ſcruple at one, that abandons him. 
ſelt ro another £ As $8. Fames argues concernin 

the guilt, ſo may we tor the a&# of Sin: Hethat 
ſaid, do not commit adultery, ſaid alſo, do not bil - 
and 'tis abuſive mockery, the Souldicrs 4ve Rex. 
to bow to his authorrty in the one, and reliſt it in 
the other. Thus unhappy is the caſe of him who 
entertains one fin, his encloſure is broken down, 
and he's a common tor all : he is letr deſtitute of 
a reply to any temptation, and like a baſbful per. 
fon, will be in danger of yielding, becauſe he is 
aſham'd to deny : and this 1 doubt not, many have 
found experimentally true ; ſome f1ns have been 
committed not ſo much upon the torce of incli- 
nation, as to be conſentaneous to themſclves, to 
filence the upbraidings of their underſtandings 
for ating ſo unevenly,it being impoſſible to give 
a reaſonable account, why thy and not that, or 
that ; for when by one bold wilful ſm a man enter'd 
into a fate of hoſtility with God, tis not a tender- 
meſs in all others will make up the breach : and 
then they think the rule of known enemies takes 
place, where all civilities are diſclaim'd, and 
the quarrel manag'd to the molt advantage. 
The reſolv'd Adulterer could perhaps without 
mach difficulty be juſt; but when he confiders 
that that one Helens of his will certainly make 
a war, he thinks "tis an impertinent nceneſs to 
loſe a good prize, or diſmiſs his covetouſneſs while 
he reſolves to retain his /uf. The incorrigiblec 
aruntard could perchance cafily cnough be chaſte, 


but when he remembers that druatennels cx- 
cludes 
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cludes him from the Kingdom of Heaven ; having 
made that ſale of his ctcrnal inheritance, he 
thinks 'tis but good husbandry to get as muchas 
he can for it : So treacherous 4 gueſt is any one Stn 
admitted, and lodg'd in the heart, it deſpoils ir 
ofall its armour of defence, leaves it nothing 
wherewith to guard itſelf againſt any allailant ; 
and be it never ſo ſmall a one, 'tis like thoſe little 
thieves, which being put in at the window, ſet 
the doors open to all the reſt. 

BUT perhaps this danger may be thought 
in ſome degree warded by the natural temper and 
conſtitution of men, which neccſlarily renders 
them unapt to comtradifory vices, and fo will (e- 
cure them art leaſt from ſo many as are diſagree- 
able to their Temper : but it this ſhould be gran- 
ted, yet it confeſledly leaves them open to all 
others, and that were certainly bad cnough ; he 
that is as wicked,as his complexion cannot only en- 
cline,but permit him to be,will not want much of 
the utmoſt number of {ins : but whatever we can 
luppoſec that to ſtrike oft trom the tale; yet in 
the ſecond place, 'tis very much to be tear'd, that 
will deftulk gothing of the weight ; he that fins 
tothe height of his appetite, perhaps power, ſhall 
he be ever the more mmmnocent, becaule there were 
ſome neuſceated fins, which he had nor Sclt-denial 
enough to commit ? God abſolves us in propor- 
tion to the refitude of our Wills, not the nce- 
neſs of our Complexions: he that wills to pur- 
ſuc whatever he can find gu/fful, how impious ſoe- 
ver; ſhall it be vertwe in him that ſome Sins are 
un- 
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wnſavoury and diſagreeing to his Palate? If ir 
ſhould,there may ſo many cxtrinfick things be by 
Analogy brought in, cither to ſwell or abate the 
accounts of our fin, that we ſhall be much to ſeck 
in the eſtimate of it. 

BUT in the third place,cven theſe very aver. 
fions are no infallible preſervative ; for if they 
happen to be more moderate and remiſs, than the 
love of ſome other fin; that predominant incli. 
nation will ſubduc thoſe diſlikes, when ever its 
mtereft is to be ſervd by thoſe otherwiſe not 
gufful commiſſions, There is nothing more or- 

inary than to ſee one appetite purſued to tho 
violation of another. A man perhaps hates 
drunkenneſs, not only as a beaftial, but uneaſie vice; 
yet if his /ove to Gain exceed his de/{ike to that; 
when that is requiſite to make up the price of a 
good bargain, that averſion mult ſtoop, and give 
way. A man deſpiſes ſwearing, as an inſipid 1m 
pertinent Sin; yet it he ſet any great value upon 
being in the mode, and complying with the gentile 
Dial, that will ſoon debaſe him to what he fo 
much contemn'd : and truly there is ſcarce any 
other account to be given of that great and foo- 
liſh fin. But in no other inſtance is this ſo noto- 
riouſly viſible, as in that of due//ng. Inecd not 
ſingle out any one mans particular inclination; 
the nature of mankind doth certainly avert both 
killing and being Kkill'd: yet when that Phan: 
taſm, that Chimera honour, has once poſſeit the 
mind, no reluctance of humanity is able to make 


head againſt it; but it commands as uncon- 
troul'dly 
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troul'dly, as the Centurion in the Goſpel, ſays to 
this man go and he goer, to another come and he 
comes : nay as Tyrannically as the great Cham 
of Tartary, whoas an Eſlay of his Soveraignty 
commands whole troops to ride down precypices ; 
nay theſe Averſions are not only thus violently 
ſubducd by ſome foraign /uff, but arc many times 
deſtroy'd even by force of that very v1c1945 prom- 
ciple which gave them birth: for we miſtake if 
we think they are always vertuous, or ſo much 
as innocently founded ; Vice is often at civil wars 
with itſclt; and the vechement inclination to 
one, ingenders a difplacency to another ; but yet 
ſuch a reddle is this myſtery of Iniquity, thatupon 
the very ſame baſis is built both the abborvence 
and commeſfion of the ſame Sin. For example, a 
Proud man as much hates to fawn and flatter 
others, as he loves to be flatter'd himſelt ; yet let 
his pride but once work the other way, and ſet 
him upon an ambitious projet, then all the mean 
condeſcentions imaginable are with caſe digeſt- 
cd, he can crouch and proſtrate, and as the Pſal- 
miſt ſpeaks, fall down and humble himſelf, that by 
that deſcent he may rebound to the height he 
aims at: but ſtill pride is the common cauſe of 
theſe ſo diſtant effects. In like manner the Rio- 
tous Prodigal deteſts covetouſneſs, looks upon it 
as ſo ſordid and baſe, that he brands even pru- 
dent frugality as approaching too near it; = 
let him but once find the ſprings to grow dry 
which ſhould feed his luxury ; when he teels his 
Riot begins to exhauſt and prey upon _ 
TIch 
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then even that deſpiſed Covetouſneſs ſhall be call's 
into its aid, to dig mettral for the Furnace tg 
melt, and ſo by a ſtrange Antiperiſtafes, prodigakty 
ſhall beger rapme. Thus unhappily prolifick is 
every Sin, that it carrics in its bowels the ſeed 
and principle even of thoſe that ſcem the moſt He. 

terogeneous ; and then how ſhall a man that has 
admitred but any one ſuch teeming luſt be (e. 
cur'd that it ſhall not thus propagate, till his Soul 
become a mere deſart, fll'd with all forts of 14 
and HOXIOMS CTedPures. 

THERE is but one hope imaginable to inter- 
poſe,and thar is that Gods grace ſhall prevent this 
exorbitant growth of imprety in him, and1 ac 
knowlcdge that is ſufhcient to do it, where it 
may have its kindly operation; but where it has ſo, 


it will uniformly ſup preſs att fin, and therefore 

where any one continues in Force and Vigour, 'tis 
maniftc{t that operation of Grace is obſtructed, 
and ſuch a man 1 ſhould deſire ſoberly to conſider 
what allurance he has, that hc who has ſo cvacu- 
atcd —_ in cone in{tance,ſhall not do ſo in 


another ? It in ſþ1ght of that grace he can be luſt- 
ful, why ſhall he not be as able to reſiſt it in {fo 
vour of Drunkenneſs, Sacriledge, Rebellion, or 
any other crime to which he Rat ar any Time 
have appetite ? Can he imagine'that God ſends 
forth an irreſiſtible ſtrength againſt ſome fins, 
whilſt in others he permits men a power of repel- 
ling his Grace * That were to tranſcribe the Syri- 
ans abſurd Phanſic,that hc'is 4 God of the hills and 
wot of the valleys: No certainly,he who has his own 
unhappy 
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unhappy w——_—_— to atteſt the poſſibility of 
fruſtrating the Divine ſuccours in one particular, 
has too ſure grounds to infer the like in others. 
Xay alas, it does not only infer it by way of argu- 
ment and dedution, but it is very apt to produce 
it by way of cauſe and efficiency : We gain a readi- 
neſs to any thing by cuſtom and affuctaction, and 
he who has habitually oppos'd Grace in the de- 
fence of a Luff, has deliver'd limſclt from that 
modeſty which makes the firſt defiance uncaſie, 
and ſo runs on with caſe and boldneſs to future 
reliſftance. It farcs with men in this violation of 
Gods gracezas it does in that of his Patrimony, the 
firſt Sacriledge is lookt on with ſome horrour, 
and men arc fain to deviſe arguments and colours 
todelude their reluCtating Gonſcrences ; but when 
they have once made the breach, their ſcrupulo- 
fity ſoon retires; one draught of that rmprous 
gam, has ſuch a Hupifying effef, that they can 
without check ſwallow on, till the Sin lame fo 
hercely, that nothing but mere want of Matter 
can extinguiſh ir. But admit ir were poſſible 
fora man to be ſccur'd of his own compliance 
with ſome parts of reſtraining grace whileſt he 
impugnes it in others, yet who ſhall aſcertain him 
of that grace ? Ir being Gods, implies 'tis not in 
our power, he may ſfurcly do what he will with 
his own, and though his premiſe has made a ſure 
entail of it toall thoſe, who humbly ſeek and drlr- 
gently uſe it: yet it no where engages that it ſhall 
be the portion of any other ; much leſs that it ſhall 
importunatcly and cndlcfly renew its aflfaults on 


thoſe 
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thoſe who have often repulſtand put it to flight; 
In that caſc Gods reſolution concerning the old 
world, becomes appliable, eMy fprrit ſhall not al. 
ways firive with man; and Chrift who forbids us 
ro © 1 our pearls before Swine, will certainly never 
proſtitute what is infinitely more precious, his 
Grace to thoſe, who have ſo long trampled it un- 
der their feet; and ſo thoſe mult be concluded to 
have done, who have perſcvered in any one fin; 
for Grace is uniformly oppoſite to all, and there- 
force the cleaving to any is defiance and affront to 
it. Bur wc need not the help of inferences and 
deduction, the threats of God are expreſs in this 
matter: The Talent is decreed to be taken trom 
the unprofitable ſervant, who has not employcd it 
to the proper uſc, and ſuch infallibly is every mas 
who has not actuated the Grace given him to the 
ſubduing of every reigning fin; and the reprobate 
mind mention'd in Scripture as the moſt diſmal 
of all Plagues, the v3; a4 c*:uG-, which yields not 
to the melting and the purging force of Fire, and 
therefore does confign ro that of Hell, is tound- 
cd upon the voluntary rejection oft God in parti- 
cular inſtances, Rom. x. How then can he, that 
in any one ſingle thing ſo rejects him, aſſure him 
ſclf that ſhall nor be the event of it ? That he who 
would not have Chriſt rulc entircly in his heart, 
ſhall at once be put out of his government and pro- 
tefhion? have all thoſe ſpiritual aids withdrawn, 
which ſhould cither aſſiſt him to good, or tortihe 
him againſt 1; and like an out-law'd perſon be 
exposd to the outrage of all that will affaulc 
bim AND 
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AND now would God this might be ſadly pon- 
lered, that men would not be their uwn Srrens, 
and entertain themſclves with thoſe deceitful me- 
ldies, which will cnd in howlings and gnaſbings of 
teeth; that they would nor think their having 
ſome few vertues, and but ſome tew vices will 
ſerve to ſatishe the delign, or procure them the 
rewards of their Chriſtianity : tor it they ſhould 
continue in this polture, and not be tempted to 
row worle,thcy may certainly conclude, tis be- 
cauſe Satan finds they necd not. And can they 
be proud of that Vertue which the Devil himſclt 
will allow them*? And think themſclves good 
enough when they are as bad as he wiſhes chem £ 
But even in this they have no other tenure than 
his Will. When he pleaſes for his intereſt, or 
even for his divertiſement and recreation, he may 
hurry them to all that is moſt cnormous ; con- 
xert their Hypocriie to profaneneſs, their partial 
Picty to wnwerſal Ungodlineſs ; they have no- 
_——_—— in thcir own Dctcnce, not fo 
much as a reafonableArgument to oppolc to him, 
they have made a voluntary (alc of themſclves for 
one or more beloved fin, and now as his vaſſals 
he may impoſe on them what others he pleaſes : 
and by their doting affection to their Rachel, take 
advantage alſo to obtrude the deſpis'd Lech upon 
them. And how wretched, how deplorable is 
this tate ? What a Prety is this that we muſt 
owe to the Devil, while we can be no better than 
he will let us ? 
YET this is without Hyperbole: the condition 
K ot 
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of every man that is not ſincerely uniformly 
Chriſtian ; cvery indulgd fin gives Satan livery 
and ſeifin of his heart, and a power to diſpoſe of 
it as he pleaſe. 1 know men are apt to Hatter 
themſelves with other hopes,and think that thoſe 
obediences they pay to God ſhall like a pre-in 
gagement diſannul all after contracts made by 
puilt, and put them into the poſſeſſion of Hin 
who is able to b1md that Frong man. But God 
will not be acceſlary to ſuch a fraud, even to 
wards the Devil ; while they keep the price, enjoy 
that pleaſure or profit wherewith he bought 
them , God will never interpoſe to deteat him of 
his purchaſe. 

AND as God will not thus forcibly wreſt 
them out of his hands, much leſs will he deſcend 
to a capitulation and compoſition with him. God 
# 4 jealous God, and what jealous husband did ever 
by compact divide his right with the _ Adulterer, 
Where he finds a perſevering diſloyalty he gives 
2 bill of divorce and diſclaims his relation. Yet 
ſo belotted arc men, as to hope God will ratifc 
that alicnation they have made of one part ot 
their heart, and contentedly enjoy the reſt ; and 
as competitors uſc ſometimes to do,ſharewith his 
Rival. But alas! that immortal quarrel will not 
be thus taken up, the difference between theſe ir 
reconcilable Antagoniſts will not be ſo compromi- 
ſed. Goddiſdains ſuch a Treaty , nor will evcr 
come ſo much as to an interview with his enemy. 
within the liſts and reccllcs of one Heart. An 
while men labour ſuch an accord , they are but 
combining 
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combining with Satan againſt Ged and their own 
Souls : he knows well, that while he holds any 
art, God will have none , and fo the whole falls 
ro him, and then he may very ſatcly be modeſt, 
and demand bur moderately, : ind by - at {ceming 
difterence and yielding, gain more than by all his 
jolt cager contendings. | ſuppoſe every man 
vill Jiſown the having t this ridiculons deſign of 
com! pounding the {trite between He 1 d H: IT: 
but certainly it is the natural int*crpretation of 
ſuch partial obedic nces; when two L11ts, mts COn- 
tend tor ſomething which I have in my Leeping 
it] divide it between them, is it not obvious to 
conclude I defire to compoſe the diſpute and 1a- 
tishe both partics, and is not this the vc ry Ca ſc 
here? Tis truc indeed, it carries a very : abſurd 
ſound, but then how more abſurd is it for men to 
act at ſuch a rate, that when "ris repreſented to 
them in the trucſt colours , themſclves arc aſha- 
med to own what they have done * And ritis c 
loudly upon them to put there}: | 
laſh of their own diſcipline : to recover ſuch a 
innocence that they may not bs 
to ſentence themſelves, when hn their crimes 
appear in the light diſguiſe of a Paratle. 


. 4 
C1 1 


AND this indeed is the only proper uſc of all 
theſe confiderations, the dan: crandt lv arcas 
unnſeful 25 unpleaſant ſpecularic ns, unleſs ic be in 


order to the reforming that whercin both are 
rounded. Let men conhb det themſclves,as cnga- 
xcd in thoſe wild projects ww! hich even 1 
ook on with ſcorn ;. as cnſnar'd wi that unh app) 
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contract which has rendred them part of the De. 
vils poſiciiion , and contrive how they may obli- 
tcrate thar reproach, and diſcntangle their Mort- 
gap'd Souls. 

AND for this there is but one way imagi- 
nable, and that is, by quitting their hands of that 
which they rook as the valuable conſideration h 
that mad bargain; reſtoring Stans coyn to him, 
not only principal but uſe allo : caſting away the 
main fin and all the little appendages, which like 
oft-ſets have ſhot out from that root; retaining 
nothing that has his mark and impreſs upon it, 
that ſo he may not pretend tv any thing of theirs 
by right of barter or exchange. This, and this 
only is the way to diſlciſc him of his Eſtate, to 
cancel thoſe fatal Indenturcs which bound them 
to him, and till this be done, as long as they keep 
any part of his wages of anigquity, his title remains 
in full force, they are ſtill his ſervants, his wo: 
ſals. ; 

EVEN thc redemption of Ghriſt has no cth- 
cacy towards the cnfranchizing of ſuch; tor 
though it proclaim an univerſal Fubilee,yet it for 
ces liberty upon none ; he that will nail his Far 
to the door-polt and defie a manumiſſion, may 
continue his {laviſh ſtate (till, and indeed though 
Chriſts death was defign'd to reſcue us from t 
power of Satan ; yet the firſt {lay of that reſcue 
was to redeem us from our vain converſation:And 
where that is not done , which is ſo eſſentially 
tundamental to all the reſt, 'ris not poſſible any 
other part of that Redemption ſhould + ” 
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chicy'd, unleſs we will confound the order of N4- 
ture as well as Grace, and make the conſequent 

pre cede thc antecedent. : | 
LET no man therefore upon any vain hopes 
delay the one only expedient to his ſecurity, but 
ay back the earneſt-peny he has received from S4- 
t;n, Hing away his /in, how pleaſant or profitable 
ſever, with the greateſt Abhorrence , as know- 
ing "tis the price of bloud , and that not only his 
$£,0iours, but his own too ; and this immediately, 
leſt the foxfciture be irreverſible. We know the 
danger of Iapling time in caſe of Mortgage , but 
here our danger is greater, becauſe the time is ſo 
uncertain ; for though God had nothing elſe to 
do in the whole tranſaction ('twas wholly our 
own work) yet 'tis he that aſſigns the time of for- 
fciture : he alone knows how far we may goin 
fin , bzfore we paſs the poſlibility of a retreat ; 
how long he will be provok'd before he ſufter his 
whole diſpleaſure to ariſe; an 1 how many repel- 
lings of his Grace, and quenchings of his Spirit 
they are to which his diſcrtions are apportion'd. 
Pharaohs heart was hardened by God after the 
Eighth reſiſt ance, and we haveno | CUTITy but Ours 
may be ſooner : yer if that ſhould be taken as the 
tanding mcaſurc , how dreadtul an abode would 
it make to many of us? Who is there that has 
[pouſed any One belo1 ed 'n X that has nor much 
oftner repeated the atts of it, every one of which 
is a reſiſtance and a contumacy againlt God ? 
Who is there that has not done it again{t ſo many 
expreſs warnings and loud calls of God in his own 
K 3 Conſci- 
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— 
Conſcience? W hich renders it yet a qa (4. 
and tis to be _ , too many agree with it even 
in the laſt and higheſt circumſtance, that of the 
Pl. agues £00, by an of b{tinatc Pc r(1 [ting after { 
many Judgments ſent to mollific and reclaim 
them; and then where the premiſes are the ſame, 
tis too likely the concluſion may be ſo allo. 

I SHALL notwiſh any Perſon lo ſtrictly 
to ap ply this caſe, as to conclude, that he is al- 
ready in this ſtate, but 1 could wiſh all men 
would app! y it {o far, as to infer how ggſ/tble, nay 
how proba eble it is, that the very next refiftance 
ſhall pur chem init. Tis not Pharaohs being a 
Heathen and they Chriſtians that will give them 
any ſecurity ; it being no part of the Goſpel-Co- 
venant, that men ſhall be cver the longer allowed 
ro trampic UpUn Grace. All the diffterenceit 
makes 1s rather on the other fide ; the contempts 
are enhansd to a higher guilt, and _— 
the tewer acts may now ferve to fill up the me 
fare. And if thcir expcricnce teſtihe to then 
that in their particular God has usd a greater 
long ſuftcring, than he has given any prounds to 
expect, if the guilt of their C caſcicnces reſtife 
that they have committed many more acts; and 
yer ſome remaining tendernefics and regrets wit 

1s allo, that rhey are not yet given up to an ut- 
ter hardneſs and obduration, () Tet them not Pre- 
ſame themſelves fate, becauſe they arc not utter 
ly deſperate; but lay tncir oo open to be 
ſtampt and imyrelſt by grace , betore they grow 
utterly inflexible ; timely conſider what is ©: 
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delign of this longanimuiy , and without any more 
ſtruplings and reliftance ſuffer it to attain its 
aim and lead them to repent ance. 

FOR though theis Souls be not yet wholly 
petrified, yet how know they in what an inſtant 
that unhappy Metamorphoſis may be wrought ; 
or if it ſhould not be fo ſudden , yet tis certain 
every act of fin makes gradual approaches to- 
wards it : ſo that if God ſhould not inflict it by 
way of puniſhment , yet the mere torce of Habit 
woald produce it by way of natural efficacy : And 
tobe convinc'd of this, I ſhould require no more, 
but that mcn would rcflect , and (ce what cftects 
it has alrcady wrought, how far it has advanc'd 
rowards that fatal point. Let them ſend their 
thi ughts back through every ſtage and period of 

cir fin, and obſerve whether as that has grown, 
: als tenderneſs and reluctance of Conſcience 
has not abatcd and decreas'd: Let them bur recol- 
lect what regrets and diſquicts they had, when 
they ventur d upon the firit unlawtul commiſh- 
on, and —_— it with their pre lent, and | doubr 
not they will diſccra a great incquality; they 
will ind that c ot fin hath allay ed ſome- 
what of the nt ot thoſe pangs, and pro- 

portionably to the trequencey of the repetition 
hey approac h toward inſcnhble : and then Ict 
him whoſe oldc i Habit has m _—_ thoſe Atts, 


adly conſider how few {eps he has ro th end of 
Mas urncy , though n extrin! ©K Con» 
current hou! | haſten his pace. Fw hen Gods 
eſcrtion ſhall, 7 it he &noOws 14 may the 

Sd. A ncxeY 


_- on 


I40 eMiſchiefs ariſing Chay.6. 
next minute ſupervenc : that as a full and violent 
Wind drives him in an inſtant, not to the Harbour, 
but on the Rock where he will be Irrecoverably 
ſplir. 

NOR let any man fortific himſclf apainſt 
theſe rerrors, by hoping that his one ſingle (per. 
haps ſmall) fin ſhall not have this deſtructive 
force ; for if it be wi{ful it carries in it that which 
is roperly the m. dignity oft all fin, to wir, a re 
_— and oppoſition againſt God, and this is 
ſo mortal a Venome , that the leaſt Doſe of it is 
deadly, as a man may as certainly be poiſon'd by 
a dram of Arſenick, as with the largeſt draught. 

THE mecrc natural inference lics the other 
way, if it be but a ſingle or petty fin, 'tis ſo much 
the caſfier to part with; he that is bound with a 
ſtrong Cable, or with a multitude ot lcefler Cords, 
may pretend ſome neceſſity of his Captivity , from 
the itrength of his bonds ; but he that is ticd 
with one ſlender ſtring , ſuch as one rcſolute 
ſtruggle would be fure to break : he is priſoner on- 
Iy to his own ſloth or humour , and who will pity 
his thraldom, where 'tis ſo apparently his chorce ? 
Do not therefore ſay my {in i 1s "0, nongn rable,and 
theretore | need not relingu; - but my fin is in- 
conliderable , therefore Ir = not keep it. S0 
fiight a pleaſure I may part with and find no mils: 
this P ling profit 1 may reſign and 'twill be no 
breach in my Eſtate. And it Chrif require 4 rc 
nunciation of thoſe ns which are as the Hand « 
_ " ſhall 1 ſcruple to depolite thoſe which 4 


but as the Hor or Nails ? 
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N A Y he may yet argue higher, and from the 
(malneſs of the fin deduce the enhanſement of the 
Guilt: great acquiſitions carry ſome temptation 
in their face, but deſpicable prizes do rather 
avert than tempt. 'Twas the ſign of a common 
Larlot to be hired with a K1d, Gen.38. and ſure he 
mult be of a ſtrange proſtiture Soul , that can 
adulterate for ſuch low trivial wages. To diſho- 
nour God , though the whole world were to be ac- 
quir'd by it, were great rmpiety ; - but todo it for 
handfuls of Barley and pieces of Bread, Exzek. 13. 
19. himſclf brands as a yet higher pitch. And 
ſure it argues a very light eſteem of God, when 
one poor contemptible luſt ſhall be able to over- 
poize him in our hearts. 

NOR is the folly lcſs than the profaneneſs, 
when there is but one Fonah to be calt over-board, 
tis the greater madneſs to hazard a wract; and 
Ict ſuch a man pretend whar he pleaſes in extenu- 
ation of his fin, make that appear never ſo minute 
and deſpicable , yet 'tis apparent all the love 
which other men {cattcr and diitribute upon ſeve- 
ral, he has united and concentred in this one luſt. 
[he molt doting affettion when it is ſummed up 
can amount to no more than thx, that it makes a 
man expoſe himſclt to the grearcſt pam, the 
greate!t ofs for the thing beloved. And this is 
moſt viſible here, Hell is as certainly acquird, 
and Heaven as certainly tortcited by one fin as ma- 
"; and then though there may be odds in other 

lpects, yet what is there in this , between this 

Ie medeſt an d the moſt licentiow Sinner , but 
that 
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that the former puts the ſame value upon one,that 
the other docs upon many fins , and ſclls his Sou] 
ſo much the cheaper. 

AN D now would God ſuch mcn would revicw 
thcirbargain, ſuberly conſider what there is in this 
Idoliz'd fm of theirs, which ſhould exact ſuch cope. 
ly ſacrifices. Let him whoſe long intimacy and 
EXPCETicnce has given him acccls to its molt ſecret 
recelles, that has riflcd its bowels, and knows the 
utmoſt whether of plcaſure or profit that lies 
there conceal'd : Let him I fay, that is thus qua- 
lifcd for it, make an exact inventory of its 
wealth,and then let him compare it with what he 
is £o pay for it; weigh its Hat and momentary Plex. 
fures,with thoſe molt tranſcending and perpetual 
Foys which are at Gods right hand; its baſc and pe- 
riſhing commoditics, with thoſe anfailing trea- 
ſures in Heaven ; and then judge of his purchaſe 
in reſpect of that part of his prize : And it that 
be not convincement enough, let him weigh the 
other alſo: thoſe ſad pains which are too vols 
rable to be ſuftcr'd, and yet fo eternal, that they 
can never ceaſe to be ſuffter'd, and think whether 
that be nor roo dear a rate for that pleaſure, 
whoſe guſt is ſo little, and whoſe duration is 
Jeſs : or what profit he will have in the revenue ot 
his fin, that Gold and Silver which will finally 
eat bu fleſh as it were fire, Fa. 5. 3. and prove the 

unhap}| Wy fuel of hu flam! A 

FROM all thc(e premiſſes,certainly Re 

and Religion do equally infer the ſame concluſion, 


to wit, that men thould not rolcrate themſelves 
ONe 
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one minute in any known fin of how ſmall a fize 
ſoever it be 3 nor {0 impertinently betray their 
Souls to ruine for that which they call light and 
oy trivial; and is ſo indeed in reſpect of the —_ 


his hut overwhelmingly ponderous in regard © 
oft - eff efts and PC rnicious conlc qQuC nts. And O that 
nd mens practices might cvince them to have made 
ict this juſt deduCtion, that thoſe who have in many 
he hings preſerv'd an innocence , would not be ſoill 
ics husbands as to forfcir all the advantage of that 
ua- Care for want of cxtending it a little farther, 
its nor ſuffer the whiter parts of their Soul to be difſ- 
he colour'd or tinCted by the refleftion of one crim- 
les- {on fin ; but rather Ict their tcars waſh that into 
ual a whiteneſs, that they may be uniform and of a 
pe- PICCC. For though Facob clad his darling Foſeph in 
rca- a party-colourd garment; yet God owns none 
aſc cither for tavouritc-Som, or ſo much as S-rvant, 
hat that he finds fo arrayed. The followers of the Lamb 
the arcall clad in white, and in that attire we muſt be 
tole- ſure to put our ſelves, it we mean togo in with 
hey him to the marriage. And fince the Go of xel is the 
ther invitation to that tcaſt, let none i nagine he has 
ure, complicd with it till he have thus fitted himſelt : 
n is till then he aftronts and baffles his Chriſtianity, 
© of ſcnds it away empty without its errand ; nay, 
ally which 1s worſe,proftitute rand pro tance & it makes it 
- the ierve only for a Gourd, that he mav fit under the 
ſhadow of it, and commit his fins th Tre undit- 
aſon A + bur let him remember that | all chis 
uſion, vile breeding that worm, which will {mite this 
elves c urd, and leave him uaſhclercd to that ſfoorch- 
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ing wrath of God, which will make the improve. 
ment of Fonabs paſſionate Wiſh, that God would 
take away his lite, his moſt rational Deſire; ren- 
der not Death only, but Annihilation alſo as 


eligible, as it will be smpoſſible. 


CHAEFP. VI 
A Survey of the eMiſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes 


Foncerning Repent ance. 


NOTHER dangerous Underminer of 
Chriſtian Practice is the many affected 

YN miſtakes in the buſineſs of Kepentance. 

en look upon that as the grand recipe of the Go- 
ſpel, and infallible Catholicon againſt all their ſpi- 
ritual maladies ; and ſo far they judge right, tor 
ſo indeed it is. But when they proceed to com- 
pound this ſoveraign Medicine for their own uſe, 
they doit moſt deccitfully ; leave out the prin- 
cipal and moſt operative ingredrents: and by being 
ſach ill Apothecarres, detame the Goſpel as the 
Diſpenſatory, and Chriſt as the Phyſician, and like- 
wiſc ruine themſclves as the Patients. But of 
thoſe who make this imperte&t and Defective 
compoſition,all do it not alike ; ſome leave out one 
part, ſome another, and ſome ſo many, that they 
recain nothing of its ſubſtance and reality : Eat 
out all the heart and vertue of it, and leave only 
an empty ſell, the gilding, as it were, of = 
Pill, 
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Pill, the Form and mere outſide of Repen- 
fance. 


ren- IN this later rank Iplace thoſe who ſuffer 
) 2s repent ance tO paſs no farther than their Frontiers, 


and Ourworks ; aflign it its quarters in the ſu- 
perficies of the man, the Face, or Tongue, or Ge- 
fure; but if it attempt to penetrate any deeper, 
if it ſend but one ſcrious thought to alarm the 
heart, then like the Edomites againſt Iſraet , 
Numb.20. all the forces are muſtered to impede 
ehes its pallage ; ſuch formed Penitents as theſe all 
ages have produc't. Chriſt tells of thoſe who ds/- 
figur'd theiv faces, Mat. 6.16. puton , as it were, 
rof a vizard only to act this part : and Eſay 58.s. 
ted long betore deſcribes them , by the bowsng down 


nce. the bead like a Bull-ruſh, and certainly the race 
G0- of them is not worn out in our days;-a de- 
ſpi- mure or rather a lugubrious /ook, a ſad or 
tor whining tone, makes up , 'tis to be fear'd,the ſum 
om- of many mens Humiliations. Nay as the world 
uſe, has of late gone, that alone were but a modeſt 
rin- pretence : ſuch theatrical forms ſtickle hard for 
ing the prize, not of that one part, but of all religi- 
the on : a diſtorted countenance is made the Mark of an 
ike- upright heart, and none is thought to ſpeak the 
t of Language of Canaan, that dreflcs it not inan 
tive uncouth ſound : and then what wonder is it, 
one that they are impaticnt others ſhould wor- 
hey ſhip God, as Dawid invites, tn the beauty, while 
Eat themſelves chuſe todo it, in the Deformity of 
nly holineſs. 

the 


BUT 
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BU T others make ſomewhat a fairer advance 
towards repentance, by taking in ſome of thoſe 
things which are indeed its neceſſary concomit ants; 
of this kind is in the firſt place confeſſion of Sin : 
and this after ſome fort is ſtuck at by few; no 
man who hath not herded himſclt with the worſt 
ſort of Fanaticks , imagines himſelf finleſs , or 
pretends to be thought 1o by others , but will ve. 
ry readily acknowledge to all the world that he is 
a ſimmer: andas to men, fo eſpecially and more 
ſolemnly to God. Every man that but ofters at 
praying at all, thinks confeſſion a neceſſary 
Branch of his devotion : all publick forms have 
cycr carried that in the front , as fuppoling it the 
moſt principal, univerſal, and daily requiſiteto 
the 'laphing: ſtate of humane corruption : And 
perhaps 'tis the general innate perſwaſion of this, 
that hath ſecur'd that part of our Liturgy, from 
thoſe impertinent cavils , which have particu- 
larly 'aim'd at moſt other members of it. And 
I ſuppoſe this is as frequent in the Clofet as 
in the Church : the only fear is, that there it is 
as looſe and general too : that thoſe private and 
particular guilts which are neither fir nor poſſi- 
ble to be diſtinctly inferted in publict, do many 
times loſe their place even in private Conteſlt- 
onsalſo. The ſhortneſs and the eaſe of general 
forms being very likely to recommend them to 
thoſe whoſe numerous ſins threaten too great a 
length, and whoſe confus'd ſnarl'd conſciences 
render it difficult, thus to pull out thred by 


thred : but where Sims are thus moulded up in 2 
lump, 
s 
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lump, they will like great maſſes of Pills or con- 
fections keep the more undecay'd, retain more of 
their frength and vigor. So that ſuch Conteffions 
are very indulgent to Sat ans intereft,who fears not 
the impreſſions that can be made upon him,while 
his body remains entire : the great execution 
then beginning when 'tis broken and ſcatrer'd, 
and cach fin 1s fingled out for a particular pur- 
ſuit: and where that is not attempted, the war 
can never be ſuccesful , nor thought in car- 
nelt. 

BUT ſuppoſe this be done; and by exact 
enumeration each fin is parted from its tellows, 
as when a conqueror purſues the flying troops of 
routed Enemics: yet if this be all, it quarter be 
allowed, and any mercy given, no real prize is 
exin'd by this atchicvement. He who tecounts 
his fins with milder purpoſe towards them than 
utter exciſſion , he makes no approach towards 
the eſſential part of Repentance, He may bring 
out large Catalogues of his fins, and call them 
confeſſions ; but he may better expreſs his own 
ſenſe, if he term them rather mventories of his 
goods, for ſuch 'tis apparent he reckons them, 
whileſt he reſolves to keep them. Indeed there 
is not a more abſurd piece of Pageantry , than 
theſe formal Confeflions , and fuch as ſhews 
how little God is confiderd in his great Attri- 
bute, the ſearcher of hearts. "Tis certain no man 
would hope to attone an offended ſuperior , by 
a ſubmiſs acknowledgment of his fault, did he 
know that his purpoſe of rcitcrating it wore 
diſcern'd 
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diſcern'd : and what a tacite blaſphemy is it then, 
to treat God at ſuch a rate, as preſumes him as 
deceruable as a poor Mortal ; and ſure this were 
a ſtrange Ingredient in repentance. We look on it 
as a high pitch of impicty boaſtingly to ayow our 
fins, and it deſcrves to be confider'd whether this 
kind of contcſling them have not ſome affinity 
with it. Should I tcll a manlI have injur'd and 
provok'd you thus and thus, and ſo I reſolve to 
do again atthe next opportunity: I reterir to 
common conſtruction , whether this were not to 
juſtifie, not retratt the unkindneſs. Now what 
ſuppoſe thus ſaid to man, is in the ſecret pur 
poſc of our heart, no leſs articulately ſpoken to 
God, who necds not our words to diſcern our 
meaning. Therefore whoever intends to repeat 
his fins, nay docs not ſcriouſlly intend to forſate 
them, docs in truth maintain and defend his vi- 
cious practice, how loudly ſfoever his Tongue 
accuſes it. And ſuch clamors arc but like the 
fcigned Quarrels of combin'd cheats, in order to 
Jclade ſome third perſon. But alas, the ſceneis 
here unluckily laid , for God will cc be mock, 
nor will the Merey promis d to him that contel- 
ſeth and forſaketh, ever reach him that contel- 
ſeth and retaineth, Contcilion is no farther ac- 
ceptablc than as it cither Hows from, or tends 
to beget an abhorrence of Sin , and abſtracted 
from thoſe qualifications it becomes loathſome 
and diſtaſtctul ro God. Alas, can we think our 
Hiſtorical vein ſo pleaſant , that he ſhall bede- 
lighted with thc narrative of thoſe crimes, whole 


perpe- 
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perpetration he detcited * Can it be Inſenſe in 
his noſtrils, ro have our Dunghils diſplayed ? Or 
can his pure eyes be gratified with ſuch polluted 
proſpe&ts ? Truc indeed, he gladly deſcends to 
all this as a Phyſician; nauſcats not our fouleſ? 
alerrs, when we bring them for cure: but when 
like beggers we make them openly our form of 
addreſs, and dread nothing more than their heat 
ling; certainly their View will only excite his 
dignatron,not his pity. And this, 'tis to be fear'd 
abodes ſadly to many ot us; 'tis our vulgar Ob- 
j-ction to the Romanift, that they make theit 
conteflions contributive rather to their confidence 
than to their reformation : what their ſhare 1s 
in that guilt, 1 ſhall not here examine, bur | 
may too truly pronounce they have not enclos'd 
it, that black circle of Sin and confeſs, Confeſs 
and fin, encompaſlcs as well Proteſtants as Pa- 
pits; if poſſibly not quite ſo many, the cauſe 
tis doubtful is ( what we need not boaſt ) not 
that More of us confeſs ar/2ht, but that Fewer 
confeſs at all, But of thoſe that do, it we may 
but croſs-examine, and interrogate their a&7on; 
apainſt their words, theſc will foon contels ( and 
that not auricularly, but in a loud and audible 
wice ) the mwalidity of their folemneſt Contet- 
ons. When we [ce a man that yeſterday kept a 
Humiliation, ts 4a) trampling on the necks, in- 
ding the poſleſlions of his Brethren, we need 
no other proof how vainly and unprofirably, it 
not how hypocritically and provokingly he con- 
kicd his Pride, or Covetouſneſs ; and the like 
L "% 
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we may inſe: when we {ce any man perſevere in 
any oroſs wilful fin. And of ſuch, God knows, 
there arc ſuch multitudes, as will give us inſtan- 
ccs more than cnongh,how wide a difterence there 
is, berween a mere Gonfitent and a true Penitent. 
BUT in the next place, a paſſionate repret 
at Sin, agr:f and ſadneſSat its Memory, more 
{pccioully pretends rocntcr us into Gods roll of 
Mourners : Sorrow has ( in vulgar acceptation ) 
ſo cngrolt the whole notion uf repentance, that 
men arc apr ro Iccurc then £IVcCsS, that the 
Wind of a pcnitential Sz0h is to mighty, as will 
blow away the guilt of the moſt mountainous 
Sin : thar if they have but wept a little upon their 
crimes, they have quite extinguiſpe the wrath 
they kindlcd: but alas thelc arc vain dreams, 
Ged who deligt [5 nor of priete the children of men, 
does not project for our ſorrow, but our inno- 
CEnce: and would ncver have invited us to the 
one, but as an expedicnt to the other. Tis ns 
rural cven to mcre Aint 1zls to ſhun that by which 
they have ſmartcd, and therefore ſorrow for fin 
is 2 very propcr mcans to avert our appetite from 
it: bur if we have learnt the unhappy skill of & 
parating the effef# trom the cauſe ; it our Griet 
abatc not our Love; it we can caſt kind looks at 
our fins, even through thoſe Tears wherewith 
our Eycs arc glas'd, this will ſurc be as far trom 
accompliſhing our dehign, as Gods: leave 
equally unpardon'd, as unretorm'd, 
N AY alas, ſuch Sorrows as theſe will 
ther {crve to enhanſe than Expiate our gum 
11.4% 


CIC 


ret 
ore 
| of 
Dn } 
that 
the 
will 
10Us 
heir 
rath 
ams, 
men, 
nno- 
» the 
S Na- 
zhich 
2t fn 
trom 
of (e- 
Grict 
1ks it 
ce with 
 trom 
ve 5 


118:: 
uilts; 
che) 


H_—_— 


Chap 7- concerning Repent mce. ISI 


TD ——— — —— 


they are bd w ""__y againſt us, that we know 
the ma! lignity of thoſe ſins we ommit ; that we 
have pois 'd them, and find them as a talent of lead 
npon our Souls, and yet pretcr them before 
: x 

Chrilts l:ght burthen: that we have outvicd that 


nerverſe Election wherewith El:hu charges Fob, 
/ , n « > 
and — ATTICciion rather fan imNnecence, foÞ 


_y 


36. 21. and though we have iclr the gnawing of 
1 rm » YET (till re{olveg to cheriſh it, till it 
21in its woful Concomitant of cc - fire ;; 
nd ſure this refolvedneſs, this high fortitude in 

Sin, can with no reaſon be imagind a prepars- 
tive to its remiſhon, twill rather ſerve to 
lift us among Satans Martyrs, than Gi ds Pent- 


any face pretend to an acceprtation * Alas! Tis 
2pparcnt therc is n ——_ * to the fin; for the na» 
tural cHett of that. world be the adandoning it. 


It I have faln into the mirc, common reaſon di- 
rects me, not to fit down and cry that I am fo de- 
filed ; cron atar ar waſh my lclft, and be- 


ware of ſuch anothcr miſadventure. Now Gods 
enmity is purely with the fin: andif we think to 
cantraCt a | Ague vi th him ; we mult c{pouſec his 
quarrel, hate what he hates : Bur in this caſe tis 
quite otherwiſe, we diſlike only the conſequence, 
not the crime; arc diſlarisficd to ſce that what is 
{o pleaſant, will not be ſafe : deteſt thoſe tempo- 
ral or eternal miſcrics, which God has annext to 
It: which is ppon the matter to grieve,not becauſe 
L 1 WG 
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we ar: guilty, bur God is juſt ; and to avert only 
that part of the evil, of which he owns to be the 
author, that of Pun ment ; whilcſt that of yen, 
as our own creature, we dandle and careſs. And 
can we think it ſufhcicnt to atone an incenſcd 
Majceity, that we love our own caſc, while yet we 
love our fin fo much better? Is it a werturto 
have ſome incftcCtive regrets tro damnation, and 
ſuch a Vertuc too, as ſhall ſerve to balance all 
our vices? This were indecd a compendious 
courſe to block up Hell gates, and leave nonea 
poſſibility of ever getting ; thither, but thoſe who 
ſcaled the wall and deſperately refolved to pol: 
ſels themſclves of that place of Torment. But 
alas, they arc other fruits of Repentance that 
muſt delrver us from the wrath to come: for 

though 1 deny not, that the apprehenſion of Dan- 
Xer is extremely both reaſonablc and ulſctul, yet 
tis only by way of preparative: tis like the 
Trumpet thar gives the dlarm, and ſcrs us tothe 
battel, bur ir muſt not pretend to be like thoſe 
of Gideon that atchicv'd the whole victory. To 
ſce our danger, may occaſion, but docs not cauſe, 
or neceſſarily infer an eſcape. I may madly leap 
into that pit which I ſcc gaping to ſwallow me, 
and then my fore-ſieht ſerves only to render me 
my own murderer. In ſhort, if that formidable 

aſpect of our Sins, make us run from them, it 

has done us the happicſt office; pluckt ws, 3 
Sr. Fude ſays, out of the fire: but if our love be fo 
doting, as to countcr-charm our fear, it wee 


ſo bewitchr with the deceirfulneſs of fin, that we 
will 
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will have its Embraces, though we know them 
deadly ; it we weep that we have finnd, and yet 


Sen, 0 on to fin; our willul Guilt will dehile our 
And Tezrs, but our tears will never cleanſe our guile. 
nicd We only afliſt in the judicature apgain(t our 
t we :lves ; and to Gods condemnation add our own : 
ue ty and what we call our Pcnitcnce, becomes a fad 
and Attcſtation of our Incorrigibleneſs. 

e all AN D as this mere Sorrow will never avail, 6 
ious ncather will a partial and mmperfett reformation, 


Inc 2 and that whether it be detective in reſpect of the 
who lied, or of the Duration: to the tormer we have 
pol- W ſpoken elſewhere, and ſhall not need to repeat : 
But but of the later there will need no lefs caurti- 
that W on; mcn being apt to obtrude fallacies on 
tor W themſelves in this as much as in the other. FEve- 
Uan- WH ry tranſicat gleam of Picty is concluded to be 
, Ft I that flame in which the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, 
the W and though it want the main circumſtance of 
o the reſting on them, yet ſerves to perſonate the Com- 


thoſe W forter. He that whileſt the ſoreneſs of his late 
1o IF pangs of conſcience remains, finds himſelf a little 
aulc, W indiſpos'd for a new carcer in fin, preſently con- 


leap Wl cludes repentance hath had its pertcct work in 
' me, If him, made that change and tranſmutation, which 
r mc i certainly denominates him a new creature, and 
Jablc pPronounces his Vicious appetites extinit and mor- 
n, t i fied : when alas they arc but [trew'd over with a 
5B little pemtential Aſhes, and will as foon as they 
be lo W meet with combu#tible matter,any apt temptation, 
ve be fame out as Hcerce as cver; and God knows the 


rrent does too often actually artcit this, ater all 
L 3 the 
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the ablutions, and purification of their repen- 
Crancc, rncir nCKT WOrk 15 CO dive {t themſclves of 
ticir white robe, and thoſe whom > ar 'Tday you 
ſaw in the {zt':r, tn day you ſhall find wallowing 
11 the zzzre anc with tar the morc guilt, lo 
fOMmcrumcs with v ch thc Y Jt lence, for 
having been vaihe : yer 10 Iitrony 'y arc fome 
mcns ph ICS _ with thcir imaginary puri- 
+ laſt that hr notice how 
thev comtorr themſelves. 
ave had ſome little (Errmkber, 
| atory to a cloſer leag 
Thcy ha d xt 2000 purpot s,thouzh there Tcmain 
norniny rifible 1* heir violation ; and fo will 
call tpemſulves Chriſts Sheep, though thcir no- 
torious impuritics witneſs them to belong on- 
ly ro that herd into which the Legvon et 
tred. 

[ TY ich one would think 
thould immcdiaccly derett iticlt, but tis ſtrange 
ro | how our wi es can picicribe to our f 
anc what a morc than OMNIPOTTAT POWTT OUT Icit- 

; in reconciling contradictions: yetl can 

think this innate {trength of corruption 
cient for the purpoſe, had it not had 

mmodious di Ctrincs 

| tar from controvertil, 

thro point out any to which | mult 

xprets unkindneſs : yet upon th is occaſion, | 
reter it to conſideration, whether that me- 
thod which has becn us'd to quict ſome Conlſct 
ences, be not very apt to ſtupihic more. When | 
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{cc one hos his preſcat reigning fans, regu- 
larly infers the ilIlnc (s of his ſtare; that 1s yet by 
his Caſuiſt diverted trom that proſpect, and bid 
look back to ſee, wherher no part of his lite at- 
forded any Evidence of truc Grace; and it he 
can but remember any ſuch time, is warranted 
to make thit his Epocha, from whence to Cate his 
mfallible aſſurance ; is told that that rmmort at ſced, 
though it may _ covercd,yet cannot be choaked ; 
but will moſt certainly ſpring up unto Elernal 
fe: When,l "va I ſce this cafic rem dy preſcrib'd 
to his tcars, 'twill be obvious tor me to compound 
my ſclt an Antidote from the fame Inzgredrents : 
To hx my Eve upon fome mart t Rcpcencration 
WMIICN aT lomc ime Ol other, | cithor have. 3 
phancicd to have had upon me, and with the ſtcd 
falt bct 1ding of th ar, 18S Ot! the br 1Sen des Xt 
be fortified againſt all the verome of my ſtery tn? 
p alt in this one ſtick, and with it _—_— all c 
raters of Marah, ſccure me againſt all the = 
re yy op my Prei ne DULLES. How fatal an 
influence ſuch di ICO urlings as theſe arc apt ro 
have on practice, is too obvious both in the caule, 
and eflcet : 1 need not examine the authority of 
that grand Principle on which they are founded ; 
- ce if that were admitted, vet it will not jultific 
before-mention'd Superſtructure:tor fuppolc 
It reccivd as an infallible truth, that grace it etrue 
can never be loſt: yet 'tis, by the confeſſion of 
all, focafic tobe deeeiv'd in judging » what is ſo, 
and our partialitics t' our (clvcs arc ſo likely to 
betray us to that deccit ; that thclc Corollaries 
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men deduce thence for their perſonal aſſurance, 
can never partake of the ſuppos'd infallibility of 
thoſe premiſles they derive trom,and conſequent. 
ly are much too ſlight a 5afis for men to truſt with 
{9 great a werght, as 1s that of thcir preſent com 
fort and future ſtate. 

SEVERAL other pernicious errors there 
arc in the mattcr of Repentance which men fall in- 
to, ſhall I ſay, or rather aſpire to ; make it their 
ambition to be under their covert and patronage, 
and with cxtreme Violence to their reaſon as well 
as religion,climb up to thoſc caltles in the air, and 
there fortific themſclves impregnably againſt all 
the ſacred Artillery oft Divine threats. Their 
falſe confidences ſerve them as feather-beds, not on- 
ly to ſleep ſecurely in, but to dead all bullets that 
are ſhot againſt them. Bur of all thoſe deceitful 
refuges, there is none more treacherous, and yet 
more confidently and univerſally reſorted to,than 
that of a Repent ance in reverſion, to commence no 
body knows when, ſome moneths or years hence, 
when this bulincſs is diſpatcht,thar luſt ſatiated; 
or indecd to bear the ſame date ( it not a later 
with their laſt Will and Teſtament. This is that 
unhappy retreat to which thouſands fly as the 
routed Syrians to Aphek, 1 Kings 20. 30, till they 
arc cntomb'd in that wal, whoſe ſhelter they {0 
licited : How deſperate the hazard of ſuch pro- 
craſtination is, hath been ſo convincingly demon 
ſtratcd by betrer Pens ; that trumpet hath been 
blowed ſo loud by all our ſpiritual watchmen, that 
therg remains nothing ſealonable, but to wonder 

whence 
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whence men have got that Lethe which ſecures 
them their !leep in ſpight of that Alarm : and cer- 
tainly 'tis matrer of the greateſt aſtoniſhment to 
obſcrve the ſtupid, yer common boldneſs of men, 
who ſo fearlclly expoſe themſelves to this molt 
formidable of perils ; who ycE$n things of tar leſs 
danger and lighter conſequence are 1o nicely ti- 
morous,that no ſecurity is thought enough, every 
the remoteſt danger to their outward concerns, 
excites their preſent vigilance to avert it: but 
here that order is moſt abſurdly inverted, and the 
preſent immment danger is a{lign'd and put cf to 
their future care. Let the Phyſician tell them he 
obſerves ſome Symptomes of a latent Malady, 
ſome aptirudes or firſt Cauſcs of a Diſeaſe ; what 
haſte is there made to meet that Enemy m the 
frontiers, betore it advance too far? All Artsoft 
prevention are us'd,and ſuch uncafſic remedres fub- 
mitted to, as perhaps out-bid the parn of the Dif- 
caſe. In like manner let a Lawyer tell them he has 
ſpiced ſome deteCt in an entail, which may perhaps 
in the next age give ſome interruption to their 
delign of having their houſes endure for ever, P/at. 
47. how ſolicitous are they to repair that error, 
and Icave nothing to the mercy of a Law-quirk ? 
And in both caſcs thank the vigilant care of their 
informer that gave them notice of their danger : 
but let the Divine tell them he ſees their Souls 
languiſhing under the moſt mortal diſeaſes ; that 
they have actually tortcited their mheritance in 
the land of the living, they can hear it uncon- 
cernedly ; ſay, or at leaſt think thoſe cares are to 
be 
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be remitted to Felix his more convenicnt ſeaſon, 
that when their Bodres arc as infirm as their Soul, 
then care may be taken for both together. That 
"tis enough for their ſpiritual L ite to commence 
when the natiral is C XPLTINg, and then t: provide 
for ever/aſiing Habitations, when they arc putting 
off their Exrthly Tabernacle: as for the thanks 
they give their Monitor, 'tis generally the ſame 
that St. Paul received from the Galatians, to 
count him thcir enemy for telling them the truth, 
Gal. 4. 16. but alas he has no reaſon to reſent the 
injury , fince 'tis but the ſame they ofter to their 
neareſt and moſt intimare friend, that Angel gu; 
dian which God and Nature has placed within 1 
thcir own breaſts, I mcan their Conſcience ; let 
that at any time whiſper the ſame admonition, 
and immediately they cry out as Ahab to Eliuh, 
Haſ? thou found me O my Enemy * All arts arc us'd 
to convey themſelves but of its Reach, Bulineſs, 
Or Company, or Drink, or anv thing is ſolicited 
to come in to their reſcue, that in that throng 
they may deceive its purſuit, or at leaſt in that 
louder noiſe drown its 'voice ; and is not thisto 
look on it as their Enemy, while they ſhun it as 
a Malef after docs the Officer ? Yet I appeal to 
the breaſts of thoſe, who lean upon the broken 
reed of a late Repent ance, whether this be not the 
caſe with them : let them tell me whether they 
darc truſt themſclves alone with their Conſcience, 
ve it opportunity of ſpeaking freely to them, of 
vin before them the mad adventure they mak: 


of their precious Souls; which they do not only 
cxpolc 
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expoſe to as many hazards of a ſwift damnation, 
as there are accidents which may ſurprize their 
bodies with a ſudden death ; but do behides by this 
reliſtance repel and quench that Sprrzz, without 
which they can never hope to effect that ſo necelſ- 
ſary, fo difhcult a work ; nay, I may, | tear, ask 
ſome of them, whether they have not fo often 
ſhunned theſe parleys, that their Conſcrences like 
an abus'd Friend, has at laſt given them over, ceaſt 
to purſue them with more of thoſe unwelcom im- 
portunitics ; and by its ſilence left them ſecur'd 
trom all noiſe which may diſturb that treacherous 
ſleep into which they have lulled themſelves. 
To thoſe who arc thus given up to the ſpirit of 
ſlumber, 1 cannot hope to ſpeak loud enough to 
rouſe them ; but to thoſe that arc but of the for- 
mer rank, that have not yet ſo profper'd in their 
unkind deſign againſt rhemſclves, as quite to have 
alicnated their boſom friend, that arc yet within 
the reach of thoſe amica wverbera, the ſtripes and 
reproots of thcir own Conſcience; to ſuch 1 
would addreſs with this moſt aftcctionate petett- 
on, that they would not ſeck to remove them- 
ſelves from that whol/ome diſc ipline ; that they 
would not fly that Chirurgion whoſe Lancet threa- 
tens none but the 1mpoſthumated parts ; but ra- 
ther chuſe to be ſhewed the formidableneſs of 
their Danger, than by a blind embracing it, to pe- 
riſhin it. And it they have but any general con- 
tus'd inclinations to this ſo reaſonable a requeſt] 
ſhall then pat on more ſolemnity,aflume to come 
as an Envoy from rhoſe dreaded Conſciences of 
theirs, 
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theirs, to mediate an cnterview, to propoſe the 
fixing ſome time of parley, and beſpeak their pa 
tience to hoar ir out : And ct them but grant this, 
let them but dare to do ſo much in order to their 
own ſafcty,and I can ſcarce think it poſſible they 
ſhould after rctain that daring, which only tends 
to their ruine@ 1a word, Ict men ſcrioully and 
attentively liſten to that voce within them, and 
they will certainly need no other medium, to con- 
vince them cither of the error or danger of thus 
procraſtinating their Refentance, which them- 
ſelves acknowledge muſt not upon their utmoſt 
peril be finally omitted, and yer nothing but an 
immediate diſpatch can ſecure it ſhall nor. 
"TWILL be needleſs to deſcend to a particular 
view of more of theſe deceits, they will caſfily be 
detected by this one general Rule, that whatſoe- 
ver falls ſhort of a preſent, univerſal, permanent 
Change, falls as much ſhort of KRepentance. All 
the pretences that are made upon any other ſcore 
are but the Garments of the elder brother put up- 
on the back of the younger, which though they 
might delude a blind Iſaac, will never be able to 
deceive an all-ſecing God. All that remains is to 
offer to the Readers conſideration, how nearly 
he is concern'd to guard himſclt againſt all delu- 
fions in this ſo important an affair. It was an an- 
cient Stratagem of Warto poiſon the waters in 
an Enemies Camp, that ſo they may drink their 
own deaths : but Satan has here far out-vied that 
Policy. Were but our :Nouriſhment infected, 


we had ſtill a recourſe left us to Medicine; but 
here 
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here he has envenom'd our very Phyſick, and 
what cure remains for thoſe whoſe very remedies 
arc their diſeaſe ? When that Bath which was de- 
ſign'd to cleanſc us, is itſelt polluted, we may 
well crv out as Dionyſus of the corrupted River of 
fllexd 1AVIG, wW 016 y Yivoilo a1 Tayla xxlaievl0t Sees 
1G. Swp 422 x24p0r,what Flood ſhall cleanſe 
theſe Waters? W here can we be {ecure,when our 
Repent ance (which the Apoſtle,z Tim.2.26. luppo- 
ſcs the Mcans of diſcntangling us) is itſelf be- 
come our Snare © This -5 it loudly proclaims our 
danger, fo ſurely in all reaſon it ſhould awake our 
care, teach us not to ſufter our ſelves to be abus'd 
with deluſive appearances and ſhadows of Repen- 
tance, leſt we finally find that Ix:on-like we have 
embrac'd a Cloud. What an amazing defeat 
will it be to him, who preſumes his Tears have 
blotted out the hand-writing againſt him, to find 
the full Bill brought | in at the great Aſſize, and 
thoſe he call'd his penitentzal ſorrows here, to 
prove but the Prologue to that Tragedy which 
ends in weeping and gnaſhing of teeth? And there- 
fore let every one timely provide againſt that fa- 
tal ſurprize, uſe this excellent receipt, not as a 
Coſmetick only to beautifie the face, give him 
ſome fair appearance to himſelf, but as Medicme 
to reſtore health ; reduce him to ſuch an Athle- 
tick vigorous Habit, as may cvidence itſclt in 
all vital Actions, which will prove the beſt evi- 
dences in our laſt trial, where the inquiſition will 
not be ſo much upon our Mouths or Eyes, as up- 
on our Hands: not how many confeſſions we have 
made, 
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made, or how many tears ſhed, but what as of 
Vertuec we have ſubſtirutcd in the room of our Vi. 
ces: whether we have broke oft our Sins by righ- 
teouſneſs,and our Iniquitics by ſewing mercy to the 
Poor ; and without rhis 'tis infallibly certain,our 
Chriſtianity will be as incftectual to our Bl:fs, as 
it is to our Prety : if we will not permit it here to 
bring us to the obedience of Servants,it ſhall never 
inſtatc us hereafter in the rmmhberitance of Sons. 


CHAP. VIIL 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes con- 
cernms Almighty God, and the methods of hy 
Providence. 


O theſe Miſtakes of our ([clves and inte- 

reſts, we have added others alſo concern- 

ing God, which are no leſs deſtructive to 
Chriſtian Practice, for as the r:ght knowledge of 
God # by our Saviour, Fo. 17. 3. put as the Epi 
tome and ſumme of all that leads to b[:fs, fo our 
miſpriſfions and miſapprehenſions of him, are no 
leſs remarkable for the contrary cftets ; nor can 
we ſuppoſe it otherwiſe, when we remember that 
this is the grand work and baſis of all Religion, 
and therefore if this foundation be deccittully laid, 
the ſuperſtrufture muſt neceflarily fink and periſh: 
and in this ſcnſc 'tis poſſible for us at once to 


build on the Rock and the Sand too; we may fix 
Ou: 
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. 


our faith intentionally on God, and yet by abſurd 
notions and unwarranted conceits of him, defeat 
in the particulars what we cſtabliſhr in the groſs: 
repreſent him ſo utterly diſtant trom what he is, 
that under thar diſguiſe he will not much appear, 
cither an Encuurager or Rewarder of our Piety, 
and then we may gueſs how 'tis like to flouriſh, 
fince rhe Apoltle gives it as a Fundamental Axs- 
ome, Heb. 11.6. That he who comes to God muſt 
believe that he wu, and that he #s a rewarder of them 
which diligently ſeek him. 

OF thele Miſtakes concerning God, there 
arc divers ; many more than the defign'd brevity 
of this diſcourſe will admit me to examine. I ſhall 
only mention three, thole are, Firlt, concerning 
his Decrees, Sccondly, his Attributes, Thirdly, 
his Providence 

B Y his Decrees, 1 mean not thoſe ſtanding 
rules which he has in his Word ſect forth as the 
meaſures by which he will diſtribute rewards and 
puniſhments ; but thoſe ſecret purpoſes of bu Will, 
which he ncither commands us to ſearch after, 
nor will permir us to know. That there are 
many Miſtakes concerning theſe, the numberleſs 
Diſputes that have been rais'd about them will 
ſufficiently atteſt, ir being impoſſible for two 
ContradiCtory Opinions to be both erve, though 
in things of this abſtruſc nature 'tis very poſſible 
both may be falſe. "Tis not my purpoſe to wade 
into thoſe bottomleſs controeverſics, which like 
a Gulph have fwallowed up ſo much time and in- 
duſtry of learned men: I ſhall only in general 
commend 
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commend it to the Readers conflideration, whe. 
ther it be probable, or indeed poſſible for thoſe 
Opinions to be true which infer falſbood in God ; 
And then let the ſecond enquiry be, whether that 
be not too evidently the reſult of thoſe diſcour- 
ſes, which ſet an Oppoſition between his revealed 
and his ſecret Will, his Commands and his De. 
crees, making the one a blind for the better exe. 
cution of the other, as if all the Tranſportation 
and Zeal he expreſſes for us, all the paſſionate 
cnamoring invitations he makes to us, were only 
to ſport himſclt with our credulity : like the di- 
vertiſement of thoſe Men, who court them for 
Wives,whom they would abhor to marry : nay,as 
if all the proteſtations and moſt ſolemn oaths of 
God, were deſign'd but to advance the deluſion, 
and raiſc actions merely to detcat them, 
This is ſuch a ſevere ſort of Irony, as we would all 
think not only unkind but unjuſt in a man; and 
"tis not poſſible that God, who appeals to us con- 
cerning the equality of his ways, ſhould fall ſhort 
of the Arrictcl meaſures among us,or exemplitic 
ro us an unlincerity he forbids us to follow. 

HOW very inauſpicious influence ſuch ds- 
Erines are apt to have on praftice is too vilible, 
for ſince 'tis as well the inſtinct as duty of our 
nature to aſpire to an aſſimilation with God,cven 
that moſt laudable and generous ambition ſhall 
by this means become our ſnare; for when God 
ſhall be thus miſrepreſented to us, drawn out by 
the black Lines, not only of ſever:sty, but decent, 


rendred a Falſifier of his Word, nay Oath ; "twill 
givs 
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ive not only temptation but warrant to the like 
Practices : we ſhall cafily ſwallow up all che par- 
ticular commands of God , in that tundamental 
one of being like him ; as we arc taught himſclt 
has done both his commands and promiſcs in his 
hidden Decrees. This is ſo natural a piece of Lo- 
ict, that 'tis very unſafe men ſhould be truſted 
with thoſe prem:ſſes whence 'tis derivd.: And 
though we are not over apt to tranſcribe that Co- 
py God does really ſet us, yet this ſpurious one 
will no© miſs to be taken out : that pravity ofvur 
nature which hinders in the one, exciting and 
fpurring us on in the other. This is a way tore» 
concile our Vices with our reputation, \and fin 
cam Privilegio ; and there is little doubt of mens 


ON, aptneſs to uſe that —_—_—— - we ſcc it in lower 
em, inſtances. The Vices of a Prince draw ſhoalcs of 
all followers, when his virtue leaves him the more 
und eminent, becauſc ſingle, and renders him rather 
ON- revered than imitated : And certainly 'twas none 


ort of the Devils flighteſt firatagems on the Genti/e 
ihe world, to give them ſuch Gods as might exempli- 
fie to them all thoſe odious crimes, wherein he de- 


do- fir'd to immerſe them. Whether this may not be 
le, 2 branch of the ſame Illuſion , I wiſh the Propug- 
ur ners of this doctrine would ſeriouſly conſider. 

cn AND as ſeveral s/s arc hereby countenanc'd 
all and authoriz'd, ſo is all vertue in general diſcou- 


0d raged and diſheartned ; this benumbs us in our 
by I Chriſtian courſe, ſubſtracts that ſpirit and vi- 
"1, WM gour, wich ſhould carry us tha the weary 
ill I ſtages of duty : indeed ir cuts the very finews of 
VG M Induſtry, 
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Induſtry, baffles and makes ridiculous all purps. 
ſes of Labour; for what ſhould invite a man tg 
ſtrive tor that, trom which hc knows he is cither 
irreverfibly precluded, or cl{c fo intallibly aſcer- 
tain'd of, that his negligence cannot detcar him, 
Theſe arc ſuch extremes as aftord no middle, 
whercin the vertue oft induſtry may exilt, hope 
being equally out-dated by the deſperatenels or 
unneceſſarincſs of an undertaking : and huw ne 
ccflary hope is to excite endeavour we may learn 
of St. Paul, 1 Gor. 15. $5. where he preſics his G 
rinthians to the conſtancy of Chrittian Practice 
upon this ground , that their [abour ſhalt not bein 
vaiminthe Lord. But according to ſome mens 
doctrine, 'tis ſcarce poſtible for a man to knoy 
whether his labour bc in vain or no; hnce theet- 
tet of it depends not upon the revealed promiſe, 
but ſecret purpoſe of God, and who knows whe: 
ther there may not lic ſome Dormant Decree: 
againſt him, which when he thinks he has run his 
race, ſhall yet defeat him of his Grown. Whether 
a reward thus {tatcd will much animate mens di- 
ligence, I may leave every man to judge by the 
like circumſtances in their ſecular concerns ; and 
if they find they would there damp their courage, 
diſpirit and diſhearten them from attempting, 
there will be ſure more reaſon to conclude it in 
theſe ſpiritual Aﬀairs , wherein our induſtry is 
commenly much leſs indetatigable. 

B UL T I ſhall not farther inſiſt on the ill conſe: 
quences of particular miſtakes ; there is one fun: 
damental error, which if it could be cured, woulc 
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ſuptrſcde all the reſt; 1 mean our bold Folly in 
Dating with God's Nocrees, which we call hidden, 
and yer ridiculouſly contute that Epithet by pre- 
tending to know them. This is ſo much an inſo- 
lence as forteits the compariton, which might be- 
long toit as an crror; we ce ſecular States jea- 
loully r-ſerve their private Councils ; and ſhall we 
think God ſo ſcrutable , or our {clves ſo penetra- 
ting, that none of his ſecrets can eſcape us ! 4 Or 
if we think him , as indeed he 
why do wc thus madly ScCEmpe what wc na" 
impoſſible * I ſpecially lince we {all nut only loſe 
the thing we ſo vainly purſue , but others which 
we might elſe enjoy. "Tis as if a man ſhould be ſo 
tranſported with a buſic carneitneſs of knowing 
his Princes Secrets, as quite to forget his Laws, 
and incur capital puniſhment. God has given us 
rules of life, which upon the {cvereſt penaltics he 
requires us to ſtudy and practilc ; and we divert 
trom theſe , and make it our buſineſs to trace his 
Gounlels, We arc g1zing at the Stars to rcad our 
deſtiny, and look not roour feet; and by that 
neg! IPCNCEC experim ent the worlt fate they could 
have portended : tor | think we way fay our wild 
Phancies about Gods Decrecs , hav Cc in cvcnt re- 
probated more than thoſe Decrees, upon which 
they are ſo willing to charge their ruine, and 
have bid fair to the damning of many , whom 
thoſe left ſalvable. And indecd 'tis to be expect- 
& from Divine Juſtice,thart ſuch bold Inquifitors 
ſhould find nothing but their own Deſtruction. 
ThatArkwhich devoutly reverenced brought bleſ- 
M 2 ſings, 
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figs, when curiouſly priced into diffus'd Peſi. 
lence and Death, 1 Sam. 6. 19. Nay the very P# 
ets will tell us, that if we will have Promethew 
his Fire, we muſt take Pandora's Box alſo: and 
ſure Induſtry cannot be worſe laid out than thus 
to fetch home Plaguer, and while fo much of it 
runs waſte to ſuch unhappy purpoſes, 'tis no 
wonder if we want for better ; forget our calling 
by contemplating our predeſtination; and let the 
Opi inion of our fite be at once the Encourage. 

ent and Excuſe of our floth,than which nothing 
can more evacuate the purpoſe and deſign of our 

Chriſtianity, which Divincs have truly dcfin'd to 
be not a contemplative but attrve Science. 

T © the ſame unhappy Effect concur our Mi. 
ſtakes of Gods Attributes, if I may call them Mi- 
ſtakes, which ſeem to be rather wiltul Neſcience, 
they being ſo delineated to us both in his Word 
and his Providences , that 'ris not want of light, 
but winking againſt it that mult leave us igno- 
rant, What the ſpeculative errors arc in this 
matrer concerns not my preſent deſign toext 
mine : but there ſeem to be ſome Miſperſwaſions 
concerning the Divine Attributes , which do re 
markably rend in their conſequence and cttect, 
to the corrupting mens manners; nay, look as it 
they were defign'd, and affecte aly choſen for that 
purpoſe ; I mcan eſpecially thoſe concerning his 
Fuſtice and Mercy, which beirg the Attributes m 
which we have the moſt immediate Concern, the 
Errors in them are the more noxious and deſtru- 
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too many have of Gods Fuftice, which we meaſure 
not by h1m3 but our ſelves, and theretore propor- 
tion it not according to his mfinity, but our own 
eancerns, That is an Attribute from which we 
promiſe ro our ſelves no advantage, and therefore 
we arc willing to contract and ſhrink it up, make 
it ſerve only as a Cypher to advance mercy, but arc 
unwilling to underſtand it in its proper Extent ; 
think it a word of form put in to compleat the 
reatneſs of Gods Stile, rather than any mirin- 
jt part of bus nature, which he muſt deny himſclt 
to put off. 
THUS do we facrilegioully ſteal from God 
2 part of his being, and while other Sacrileges 
invade only his patr:imony, this commits a riot 
upon his very nature ; yet as it we meant the Pro- 
verb ſhould indemnific us, and Exchange extin- 
puiſh the Robbery, we add to another attribute 
what we have defaulkt from this, and amplifie and 
extend his Mercy , as much as we confine and li- 
mit his Fufice; that is the one infinite Ocean, 
wherein not only we. bur himſclt muſt be ſwal- 
lowed up. We will think ot him under no other 
notion, nor allow him to be any other thing, but 
what ſhall be in ſubſerviency to this: we will have 
him Powerful to relieve our Diltreſics, but not 
torevenge our Crimes; Wilſc to defeat the ma- 


Chinations of our Enemies, but not to circumvent 
our own indirect or impious Policies ; All-ſce- 
Ing to behold our Wants and Gricts , but not to 
diſcern Our cloſer Guilrs ; 
Promiſes, but not his Threats. 
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model all that is in God to our own wiſhes; and 
inſtead of b-:lieving him what he is , phancy him 
whar we would have him. Like Micha, Fuds. 19.5. 
marine us 4 (zod for our own peculiar uſc, and 
forming the Deity we mean to worthip. A ag oe 

bold Inverſio n,for Creatures thus to faſhion the; 
Creator , put their own ſtamp and impreſs upon \ 
him, and ſhape him to rheir Phancies. Andin- 
deed 'ris nothing bur Phancy that has to do in this 
Attempt , and accordingly it mult vaniſh as the 
over 43 ions ot tr! ar iufive þ ACUI Ity ul c to do, We 
may repreſenr God to our ſelves as we pleaſe 
but that has no more real influence on him, than a 
deformmg Optick-glaſs has on the Objett it diſ. 
guiſcs, he is ſtill the ſame amidſt all our wilde 

conceits of him, and will always make go d the 

title, by which he deliver'd himfelt ro Myoſz 

Exod. 3. 14. Tamthat I am. All that is in him 
equally immenſc and infinite, his mercy cds 
invade his juſtice to oqin itſcit a larger held of 
action, which is alrcady (as the Pſalmiſt ſpcaks 
over all by works;neither his juſtrce encroach upon 
his mercy, that having alſo a Province wide 
enough; all impenirent {inners being within its 
Verge, and God knows how m uch locver we 
ſtreighten it in our epimrons, we do indeed too 
much extend it in its real force, by rendring our 
| | bi:Cts of it. In fy rt, God 
er and peace , Cannor be 
vithin himfclt ; che di- 

rife , bur perfect 

have rais d this m 


: 


. 
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than Gipantick war, not only agaimſs Heaven, but 
4 17, The ſeveral Lum Art puriuc the regular 
I 7.5. motions Or thc Spher ereſ; but we contound ar Once 
; and Þ the Laws of their Creation, and their Author too, 
range MY ftrive to eclipſe and darken the father of Light. 
their But if the removing of an carthly Land-mark be 
upon a crime puniſhable both by God and man , what 
din- MW Thunder-bolts belong to thoſe who thus attempt 
| this to ſet new Boundarics in Heaven, to limit and 
meaſure out even the divine Nature by the pro- 
We portions of their own Phancies, and indeed ſuch 


caſe, cemerity as this, is too like to confure itſclt, 
an 2 and feel that Juſtice it will nor believe: yetas 
di. WI great and daring a crime as it is, I fear there are 
1:de tcw that can torally acquit thcemſclves of it: tor 
the M though all diſavow ir, yer he that ſhall narrowly 
oſex, ard his own hcart, will ſcarce hnd it clear 
n is from all degrees of it : We are all apt to cheriſh 
not a Hatter; no hope, that God is not ſo ſcvere as he is 
d of repreſe atcd , or that if in re ſpect of his Juſtice 
2ks) he be a conſumme fire s YET that Mercy will be 
pon ſure to ſnatch us out of the bu urning ; like the An- 
vide gels to Lot, aſſiſt our Eſcapes, and provide us a 
its Zonar , that our Souls may live : and this Hope 
we th ugh tounded only in our wiſhes , 15 very apt to 
too flide into our faith, and make us believe what we 
our would have : by which mcans this becomes a kind 
104 of Tpodle mick Herefic , the moſt frequent and 
7 be common miſpe -r{waſion that occurs concerning 
 di- the : diy 1nc Arttribures. 


55 | T would be xa work more long than uſctul to 
recite the ſeveral errors that have ſorung trom 
M 4 this 
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this one. That of Origen, that the Devils ſhould 
finally be ſaved, is 2 noted and pregnant Inſtance, 
which could be derivd from nothing bur this 
unequal apprehen{zion of Gods Juſtice and Mer- 
Cy : And beſides all other ancient, we have many 
branches of a later growth, that ſpring trom the 
ſome root,a {ct of plauſible talfitics,wiuch would 
quench the unquenchable Frre , and kill the never 
aying Worm ; 1 mean thoſe allaying fottning de 
ſcriptions ſome of this age have made of Hell, 
ſome changing the kind, others abating the © 
tenſeneſs, or at leaſt the duration of thoſe Tor. 
ments, cach ſubſtracting ſo much trom this Te 
phet, that they have left Atherſm an cahic task to 
rake away the reſt: and may give ſuſpicion they 
mean to viſit that place , which they arc ſo indy- 
{trious to make cafic. 

BUT whatever they do themſelves, "tis ſore 
this is the way to ſend others thither , to take off 
their tcars of it, to make them think it not {6 
dreadful a place as they once ſuppos d, and con- 
ſequencly leſs carctul ro decline the ways that 
lead roit. Tis indeed too obvious that ſuch per- 
ſwaſions do mightily impugn Chriſtian Practice, 
and embolden men in fin: and God knows we 
need no ſuch encouragement ; the more general 
fallacious hopes of Mercy being too ſufficient 
for that purpoſe withove thele ſupecrnumerary 
deccits ; but between the one aad the other, Ls 
bertim[m is like ro outgrow all ic{traints, and 
the Opinion of Gods goodne(ſfini{tcad of Hleadims 
men to repent ance, will [llacken thoſe rc'ns where- 

with- 
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with our bruitiſh Naturc ſhould be bridled and 


reſtrain'd , and we thus left unto the ſway of 
luſt and paſſion, muſt run headlong upon ruine, 
4s the horſe ruſheth into the Battel. For alas, we 
arc not ſo generows as to do well for Vertues- 
fake, nay nor ſo provident as to do it for Re- 
ward ; "tis our fear that is the moſt prevalent in- 
centive, and accordingly we find religion gene- 
rally makes her firſt impreſſions there. They are 
the terrors of the Lord that do moſt uſually , and 
moſt cfleCtually perſmade men, 2 Cor. 5.11. our 
Hearts muſt be pricked, and at thoſe Orifices pie- 
ty enters. Now when all theſe terrors ſhall be ſu- 
perſcded by the opinion of an overwhelming mer- 
cy, when Hell ſhall cither be annihilated, or ſup- 
pos'd ſo to annihilate us, that we ſhall loſc our 
paſiivencſs with our being, and be as uncapable of 
ſuflcring , as even Heaven itfelt can make us, 
what will be left to cngage us to vertue, or deter 
us from vice? Alas, dv we not often {ce a daring 
Luſt bid battel to all the artillery of Heaven,meet 
Ged in his loudcſt Thunder, and venture on dam- 
«ation in its dreadtulleſt torm ? And can we think 
it will be more modeſt, when it ſhall be told that 
they are only edgeleſs weapons it hath to encoun- 
ter? That Gods Thunder amidlt all its noiſe car- 
rics no bolt ? And that the Flames of the bortom- 
leſs pit, are bur a painted fire , that ata diſtance 
may fright,bat not hurt us,or at leaſtſo hurt us, 
that we ſhall not tee] it ? When thoſe rubs which 
tear interpos'd are thus removed, there is no- 
thing to ſtay the courſe of headlong riot, but 
Pres 


174 eMzrſchrefs fr arifmg from Miſtakes Chap. 8. 


precipiciouſly it will on, where ever Hrong deſire 
ſhall drive, or flattering luſt allure : he that loved 
his fin, even when it threatned him ruine, ſery's 
it aſſiduouſly, when ir promiſed no other wages 
than death, Rom. 6. 22. how will he hug this +4. 
per when he thinks” tis ſingle (s, and give up his 
car to be bored by that Muſter, which affords him 
preſent lleaſurcs withour tuture ſtripes? We ſee 
EVEn inCGivil marrecrs the preſumption Ot Impunity 
is the great murſc ot Diſorders, and it it were 
not for the coercrve power of Laws we ſhould 
ſoon ſee how little the drrefrve would ſignifi; 
and doubtleſs 'tis the ſame in ſpivzitual or Tathe r 
worſe, by how much we arc more bent upon the 
breaking of Gods Laws than mens, and conſe 
quently will be the more apprehenſive of any En- 
couragement. 

OF the truth hereof our experience gives too 
ſad proof , none ruſhing ſo boldly upon Gods ju- 
ſtice, as thoſe who have moſt fortificd themſelves 
againſt the dread of it, as it they meant their pro 
#ice ſhould experiment the truth of their ſpeculs- 
tion, and make the utmolt trial whether God can 
be provoked or no. Indeed men uſe mercy as amaz'd 
Paſſengers ſometimes do a plant in a ſhipwrack, 
lay ſo much weight upon it , as {inks borh it and 
themiſclves :; fo periſhing by too great 2 conh- 
dence of their reſcue, and finding a Gulph where 
they expected an Art: not that [ ſuppoſe Mercy 
vnable ro ſuppo rt the weight © Fall the P er ſons, 
nay, and of all rhe ſons in the world, which have 
not the one ponderous «dberent of Impenitence 

ſ{u'cr- 
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ſupe radded; but that is a burthen which even the 
divine Clemency finks under, retuſes to plead ſuch 
a cauſe, and refers it to Fuſtice as its proper 
Court : And theretore to ſin on, in hope of mercy, 
is to undermine our ſelves, and commit a follv as 
abſard as ruinous, I wiſh I could ſay 'twere not al- 
ſo as frequent : but God knows tis every where 
too apparent ; men openly avow it, ſo that 'tis be- 
come the v algar Anſwer to every convicting Re- 
proot, that God w merciful : And ſurely they that 
obſerve the growth of vice, ſince our new deſcrip- 
tions of Hcll came abroad, will have cauſe to 
think the one has had no ſmall influence on the 
other, and that while ſome have made it borrow 
the uncaſineſs of our humane ſtate ro make up its 
torments ; they have taken care it ſhould be juſt, 
and lend us back fins of a greater magnitude: This 
miſcrable traffick have theſe FaCtors ferled, be- 
tween the preſent world and the infernal region, 
that Hell ſhould haveEarths pains,& Earth Hells 
wickedneſs ; the later alas we arc too fully poſleſt 
ot, which is like ro ſend roo many fouls todiſcover 
the deceit of the other. In fine, our groundleſs 
confhidences of mercy, and thoſe other Ghimera's 
we forge out of that, are certainly the moſt tre- 
quent and dangerous underminers of Chriſtian 
praCtice : theſc like the Sur g1VC heat and vigour 
to thoſe inordinarte luſts, which a juſt fear of ven- 
ance would as a winters froſt nip, and deſtroy : 
And till we lay by theſe cafic ſlight thoughts of 
(10d, and confider him in thoſc more awtul attri- 
butes which exact cur reverence, his mercy will 
only 
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only ſerve to ripen us for his judgment; that 
ſmooth and gentle property in God, which to all 
who abuſc it not is indeed the ol of gladneſs, will 
thus perverted acquire the more fatal quality of 
Oil, ſerve only to intend our flames, and remove 
us as far from the rewards ot Picty, as our bold 
phancies have done from the pratiice. 

A third ſort of ' miſtakes there are by which 
Picty is obſtructed,and thoſe are ſuch as concern 
Gods providence, about which the world has long 
fince had many diſputes ; ſome entirely denying 
it, as prcſuming God ſo wholly taken up with the 
contemplation and enjoyment of his own felici- 
ty, that he is utterly inconſiderate of that of 
his creatures,and an unconcern'd ſpefator of hy- 
mane affairs ; others limiting and reſtraining it 
to thoſe things only which themſelves were 
pleas'd to think worthy of the divine inſpection 
and conduct : But theſe queitions have been more 
bandied among Philoſophers than Chriſtians, and 
therefore are beyond our preſent enquiry. Yet 
give me leave by the way to expreſs my ftears,that 
theſe errors have yet ſome ſecret rooting in too 
many hearts; that there are many who rather 
formally ſay, than cordially believe, that God go- 
verns the World, and diſpoſes as well of humane 
as divine things; a ſuſpicion that is rendred too 
probable by thoſe indireCt arts men uſe, to pol- 
ſeſs themſelves of ſecular advantages ; for did 
they ſcrioully think, that all thoſe things are in 
Gods hands, trom whence they arc neither ſtrong 
nor cunning enough, cither to wrelt or pilter 

them, 
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ſuch painful impoſſibilitics, diſquiet themſelves 
in vain,as the Pſalmift peaks,and which is worſe, 
fortcit all title to them as Gods gitts, by thus aſ- 
ſuming to make them their own. Burt this is 2 
diſquifition 1 muſt leave every man to make if 
his own heart ; only let me ſay , that he that has 
there any doubt of Gods univerſal or particular 
providence, has alſo in it the root of all unchrifts- 
an Sins,of Diſtruſt,Solicitude, and Fraud : there 
being nothing that can cffeCtually ſuperſede our 
own carkings and contrivances tor our ſelves, but 
the allurance that God cares for us. Men being 
til] apr to ſcramble, where there is none from 
whom they expect an orderly and ſufficient di- 
ſt:ibution, and therefore this error whereever it 
is found, may well be reckon'd among the impe- 
ders of Chriſtian dury. 

BUT beſides thoſe who thas doubt of Provi- 
dence, there are others liable to great miſtakes; 
| mcan thoſe who to their juſt belief of Gods Pro- 
vidence, ſuperadd a groundlefſs confidence of their 
own Skill in ftathoming it ; that are not content 
to know it in its produt# and event, but pretend 
to diſcern it in its moſt ſecret defignments and 
purpoſes; and do not ſo much reverſe Gods 
diſpenſations, as interpret them. Ido not here 
mean to condemn all particular applications ot 
providential Events, which are ſometimes ſo cx- 
traordinary and remarkable, that they are their 
own expoſitors, and point out the confiruttion we 
arc to make : and ag humble advertcnce unto 
ſuch, 
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ſuch, is not only innoccat but neceflary : but 
when mcn ſhall attempt to read cvery line jn 
Gods hand, to make their own inference from 
every efflux of Providence; theſc pretenders to 
divine Palmiftry, ſeem to difer only thus much 
from thoſe who make a trade of the nay 
ral, that they Cheat themſeives as well as 
others. © 
YET there want not forme who have gone 
yet farther, and think not only to underſtand Pro 
vidence , but aſſiſt it : not only trace it in all its 
intricate windings , and concealed mendments, 
but help it in the execution , and give birth toits 
concepteons : Of this ſort eſpecially arc thoſc, who 
having poſlcit their brains with ſome conjectural 
expolitions ot obſcure prophecies , will admini- 
ſer to-providence, and call out thoſe events they 
expect: andas it they were conſcious that God 
would not make good their dreams, endeavour to 
doit themſclves., This Ape has attorded too ma- 
ny*inftances,of this , when the fulfilling of Pro- 
pheczes has by ſome been made theſolemn fum- 
mons to rebellion and bloud : and. irr order to the 
hating and deſtroymg the whore, Kev, I7.1. mcn 
have been animated to hate and deſtroy all who 
were not infected with their own Phrenzic, This 
we know has been call'd the helping of the Lord 
againſt the mighty , and ſomething more than vo- 
tive Curſcs awarded to thoſe who retus'd to aflilt. 
Thus have they firſt wildly miſtaken, and then no 
leſs wildly out-run Gods deſigns : as if like Baa, 
Fud. 6. he were unable to plead for himſelt , to 
yIn- 
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vindicate his own cauſe, or cfic&t his purpoſes 
without their help : and having reſolved what he 
ſhall do, obtrude themſclves upon him as his in- 
truments; how repugnant ſuch anticipations of 
Providence are to the imterefts of Chriſtianity is 
too apparent from the many deteffable effetts they 
have produc'd. 

BUT ſerting afide theſe, let us return to 
thoſe we ſpake ot before ; who preſuming to ex- 
pound providential Events , make them the Grs- 
terion by which to judge both of perſons and of 
cauſes , concluding the one loved or hated, the 
other approved or diſallowed by God, —_— 
to their proſperous Or adverſe Succeſs. The fir 
of theſe was by our Saviour exploded, as an un- 
duce way of proceſs in the Fews; 'in'the cafe of the 
Galileans, and betore him Solomon had giver/it 
15a Maxim, that no man could know love or hatred 
by all that # before him, Kccl. 9.1. And it under 
the Fewiſh Occonomy , where temporal Bleſſings 
made up ſo great a part of their Promiſes, 'it was 
{0; much more is it under the Goſpet,whoſe frame 
and compoſure is quite diſtant ; which inſtead of 
propoling ſccular proſperitics to its proſeiytes, af- 
ſures them the contrary ; ſets up the Croſs as the 
Standard under which they are to fight, and af- 
tords no temporal Hopes but with an allayingpro- 
viſo of Perſccutions and Aﬀflictions; nay, the A- 
poltle to the Hebrews gocs farther, makes them 
not only imcident but neceſſary to Chriſtians , the 
badge and cognizance of Sonſhip, whileſt the no 
chaftening is the fatallelt Sign, 4 token of _— 
an 
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and abdication, Heb. 12. 7, 8- And doubtleſs the 
experience of every Chriſtian aflerts the do- 
Ctrine; we arc all apt with the Prodigal to forſake 
our fathers houſe, and as long as we can have the 
riot and not the wants, ſhall ncver think of re- 
turning ; we mult be tamiſht into conthideration, 
and our husks alone will ſcnd us home to the fats 
ted Calf. And can there be a greater indulgence in 
God, than thus to make our Iniquity our Puniſh- 
ment, that it may not be our Ruine * To embit- 
ter thoſe ſenſualitics whoſe luſciouſneſs ſerves to 
intoxicatc us, and to clip thoſe wings which he 
ſces carry us from him ? Storics tell us that the 
Trojan Wives after the deftruttion of their Coun- 
trey, being wearicd with their reſtleſs vagrant 
life, neccfilitated their Husbands to a ſettlement 
by burning their Ships. And the ſame kind itra- 
tagem God has upon us : he ſees that our worldly 
acceſſions do rather enlarge than fill our appe- 
tites, and carry us on to farther purſuits, and by 
drawing us ſtill more from. him the Center of 
reſt, expoſe us to endleſs wandrings, and then 
what can be kinder than to reſcue us trom ſuch a 
condition, that Curſc of Gam, to be 4 fugume 
and a Vagabond in the earth, to deprive us of our 
treacherous proſperitics, and fire thoſe Ships 
wherein we arc preparing like Fonab , to fly from 
the preſence of the Lord ; ſo by a happy neceſſity 
forcing us to fix our ſelves on him. And this is 
the worſt God defigns us in every adverſity : and 
did we mcan but as well to our ſelves , we ſhould 
not miſs of recciving the happicit Eftects , =_ 

ent 
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that peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs the e Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, Heb. 12. - This holy men fo we It un- 
trſtood, that We find them dread nothing fo 
much as an unincerrupted proſperity ; they, 1i ke 
the Muſcovite Women,grew jealous of Gods love 
when he forbare to (tr ike ; upon which ſcorc it is, 
that in the Ancient Fathers, there arc ſo many 
lemn petitions for ſtripes; ſuch importunate 
llicitations for thoſe me: ti 1nal correftions, where- 
in they judg'd both Gods &mdneff and their own 
fety to conhilt. 
AN D thewhow perverſe, how pre poſterous 
: our meaſures, when we conclude quire the 
ather way, eſtimare Geds love only from outward 
ſueceſſes, and think he is never angry but when he 
ſmitcs: a Per(walion, which as it is very falfe in 
its grounds, fo very pernicious in its efſefs, and 
creares hopes and fears, as fallacious as itfclt. 
for rſt, it we apply ir to our ſelves, 1t produces 
miſchicts Proporet n1 db Ce ro th e div CIS {tarcs 1 Un- 
ter which we are. If a man be Full and proſperous, 
tmakes him proud and ſecure, tor when he has 
not only the poſlcefſion of thoſe things the World 
mues, but takes them 2s an atteſtation © t Gods 
peculiar og rae approbation, what ſhould 
make him either con! lider of reform his guilts? 
It he have canity enough to p« Aefs him of Gods 
tvour, and all theſc orofitab] e ffs of it, he 
will not cafily be p< rſwack 1 he _—_ mo re: an 


with the ſame eaiation V, heron = G _ en- 


tertain'd Solon, when he found him queftion that 


N happineſs, 
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happincls, which he expected he ſhould have ad- 
mir 4d, Proſperity is in irſclt an emboldening 
thing, but when backe by this Opinion of it, Y © 
grows into all inſolence, till at lt it even recoil Wl © 
in the face of the Donor, and dare God by all I ** 
tholc cnormous riots, to which it enables Mex, nc 

ON the other fide, this Opinion preſents a leſs lt !* 
merry, but not leſs dangerous Temptation to thoſe ſt 
in adverlity ; for when they ſhall look on them. Il 


ſelves only as the Anvil tor Gods ſtrokes, they 0 


will be too apt to complete the parallel by anſwer- tl 
ing it in hardneſs and inflexibility ; have the a Il © 
TiTuToy 13y, as the Father calls it, which reverbe- t 
rates the blow on him that gave it. Perſevering a 
wickedneſs is ſo naturally the iſſue of Deſperats G 
on, that we find the Jews take up the one merely a 
ro countenance the other, pretend hopeleſneſito b 
avoid reformation : Thus we find it, Ezet.33.10. fe 
Our mirquities are upon us, and we pine away i 0 
them, how ſhould we live? And again more plain- WW * 
ly, Te ry. 1d. 12. There KH 10 hope, and then the In- ; 
ference is ready, let us walk every one in hy onn 
ways. LEndcavour is the child of hope, and weat- ' 


tempt not to attone one whom we conclude im- 
placable; ſo that Wrath may conſume, but will 
never melt us ; 'tis Love only that has that ſoft- 
ning, diſlolving Power, and unleſs we diſcern 2 
mixture of that in Gods inflifttons, they will ne- 
ver render us maileable to his impreſſions. We 
Kiſs a Fathers hand and rod, when an Executio- 
ners {troke we ſufter rather than bear. St. Job» 
tells us ne love God becauſe he loved uw, 1 Fobn 4 
19. 
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ig. 1 wiſh all men would make good rhe Infe- 
rence; bur "ris ſure they arc roo apt to doit in 
the reverſe, and will hate it they apprehend 
themſelves hated ; a ſtate which at once exempli- 
ies, and anticipates the worſt part of Hef ro us, 
yet very incident to thoſe who interpret every 
froke of Gods, as the eftcEt of enmity and utter 
averſion. This is to do that to our ſelves which 
the Devils ſo deprecated from Chriſt, to torment 
u before our Time, it being peculiar to the venge- 
ance of the other World to be merely punitive, 
that here being rather diſcipline than vengeance, 
&ſign'd to reduce, not deſtroy us : and indeed 
befides the pain of ſenſe which this Error creates, 
it does ( roperfect the Hell ) give that of Hoff al- 
ſo; deprives us of one of the great Evangelical 
felicities, that of rejoycing in Tribulations, which 
our Saviour thought ſo conſiderable, as to inſert 
amongſt his Bearitudes; and his Apoſtles fre- 
quently mention it triumphantly as the raters 
viledge and prerogative of a Chriſtian. For if all 
adverſe ſuccelits be a note of Gods disfavour, 
there will be no place for joy even in the moſt pi- 
ous ſufferinps. St. Stephens raviſhing proſpect 
will be intercepted, and a eMzrtyrs death be as 
uncomfortable as a Malefafors. Burt it theſe 
were the only ſufferings to which joy were an- 
next, theres would be but too few concern'd in the 
deprivation ; thoſe wherein we are more univer- 
ally intereſſed, arc thoſe Chaſtiſements of God 
which our Guilts provoke; which though in re- 
ſpect of their cauſe they are Matters of the great- 
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elt ſadneſs, yct in regard of their Ignificancy and 
effei{, they arc Qro: inds ot comtart ; they ſignific 
that God ( however diſpleas d ) yet has not aban- 
doncd thc carc ot. us ; thinks us worth his corre. 
61:en,and deligns our re lucement : and the Eftee 
will ( it not ob _ tcd by us) be anſwerable to 
that deſi; pn; Out Ch aſte ning here reſcues us from 
the ſin, , and Con ſcquently the condemnation of the 
world, 1 Gor.11. 32. and this is ſure no light mo- 
tive of rcjoycing ; and WC arc very unjult to God 
and our ſ{clves, it we will exchange it for the ſal. 
Icn murmurs of a deſperate incorrigidbleneſs. 

AND as this perſwaſhon is thus pernicious in 
refleCtion on our ſelves, fo ncither is it more 1m: 
nocent when applicd to others ; for firſt, it we look 
on the men that proſper in the world, as the 
Pſalmift ſpeaks, Pſal. 53. 12. we ſhall too often 
find them i the charaFer- he gives them in 
the former part of the P/alm, and when from 
their temporal afAlucnce we ſhall conclude Gods 
favour to them, 'twill be hard reſiſting the temp- 
tation, which (without that Argument) the P/al- 
miſt was under, of thinking it vain to cleanſe om 
bean Ii, Or waſh our hands 11 innoc ency. Nay, wc ſhall 
be apt to joyn our ſuftrage to thoſe in Malachy 3. 
I5.and call the proud; happy:and it we eiteem them 
ſo, 'tis natural to deſire to be like them ;, ſo we 
ſhall quickly grow to deſpiſe a poor or affiifted In 

nocence, and embrace all thriving proſperous ins. 
ON the other {ide, it we look on others in an 
adverſc calamitous ſtate, this Opinion ſuggelts 
hard and ſevere ſentences concerning them, in- 
clines 
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clines us to judge where we ſhould ſuccour, and 
how great an accumulation of Milcry that is, we 

may lcarn from Fob, whom we find not ſooften 
nor ſo patſionately complaining ot any of his preſ 
ſures, as of the unkind cenſures of his Friends, 
who weighing in this deceittul balance of tempo- 
«| ſaccelles, made very talſc judgments of him, 
and as if they were to Glean after Satan, cndca- 
vourcd to deſpoil him of that only comfort his 
malice had letr, the Conſcience of his Innocency. 
This is, as the Pſa/miſt ſpeaks, to perſecute him 
whom God has ſmitten, and to talk to the grief of 
thoſe whom be hath wounded ; a thing repugnant to 
the common temper of humanity, and much 
more to that tenderneſs, thoſe aftections and 
bowels Chriſtianity requires; and therefore in 
thi is reſpect alſo, we may reckon this perſwaſion 
very injurious to Chriſtian duty. 

NOR is it lefs ſo when applic d to Cauſes, in 
which it is full as deceitful a Rule as it is in Per- 
ſans : God has defign'd us another meaſure of our 
undertakings ; his word and law, by the general 
proportions whereof, we are to ſquare and ac- 
commodate our Particmuar attions: he ſcnds us 
not to lis providence, and the various diſtributi- 

ns of thar, or allows us to judge of the F fuſtice, 
by the Succe(f of our Attempts. It that were the 

rial, ewerc impoſhble tor any enterprize to be 
Ia vtu!, fince that which ſhould legitimate ir, is 
\ubſcquent to it, and can have no influence © nit, 
4 the making it FO zd Or bad : and 45 it does nor 
nake, ſo ncither docs it infallibly [1gnific it fo d bo 
N Z | 
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either: and of thoſe who preſume it does, ] 
ſhould ask whence it came to do ſo ? It by any af. 
{ignation of God, lct them produce it ; and if net 
thence, I'm ſurc it can make no pretence to cer- 
tainty, God having no where oblig'd his Prov. 
dence to make good our phancies and conjetturer, 
Nay, it we look into Scripture-cxamples, we 
ſhall find this irretragably contuted ; the ſame 
Cauſc having at ſcveral times differing ſucceſs. 
Thus the Iſraelites were diſcomhited at their firſt 
aſlault upon Ar, and yet ſuccesful after ; 'twas 
ſomething cxtrinſick to the cauſe that made the 
variation, that (ti]l continuing the ſame. The 
like we fin in the caſe of the Benjametesr, who 
though in as ill an engagement as can well be ima- 
gin'd,had yet two viCtorics over the other Tribes, 
Fudg. 20. But there is one inſtance that may 
ſerve for all, and that is the taking of the Ark by 
the Philiflines ; he that ſhall contemplate thar, 
will ſurc never think fit to meaſure cauſes by ſuc- 
ceſs, unleſs he will give the deterence alſo to Di 
gon, who then triumpht in the ſpoils of the God 
of Iſrael. Iinſhort, 'ris evident victories are not 
ſo entail'd upon the juſteſt cauſes, but that they 
may be, and often are cur oft, cither by the guilts 
of the undertakers, or by ſome other ſecret diſpo- 
ſal of the Divine wiſdom; but the former is ſo 
frequently the obvious cauſe of it, that we arc 
not often putto reſort to the later. Tis no 
ſtrange thing to ſee all I/r2el troubled by anJchan, 
or have the Ark taken captive trom oft the ſhoul- 
ders of a Hophni and Phineas, nor will it everbe 
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poſſible for the beſt cauſe to ſecure itſelf from 
the blaſting influence of its Abettors crimes. __ 
- THIS is ſoclear and evident a Truth, that 
'tis matter of ſome wonder, how the contrary 
perſwaſion ſhould ever infinuate itſelf; and in- 
deed it is not probable it ever had, it Intereſt, 
that grand Sophiſter, had not introduced it. Men 
engage in deſigns not on intuition of their Lawful- 
xe/s,but profit ; and when they arc ſuch as nothing 
cin warrant 4 priore, their only reſerve is to make 
them good 4 poſteriore; to bring a licence after 
the fact,and juſtific their beginning by their end ; 
which how ridiculous ſocver it may ſeem to ſober 
reaſon, yet ſuch is the natural ſhame, or ſecular 
inconvenience of owning an unjuſt At, that men 
will wrap themſelves, though in the thinneſt and 
molt 4/4p-4anous veils, make uſe of the abſurdeſt 
pretences, and fainteſt colours to ſhadow their 
Guilt, and whileſt conſciouſneſs bids them ſay 
ſomewhat for themſclves, and the caſe affords no 
(olid plex, they arc driven to theſe deplorable 
[leights and ſubtertuges. Indeed this is an argu- 
ment that ſtands fingle, and is ſeldom us'd but 
in thoſe cauſes that admit of no better ; which we 
may reaſonably conclude to be the reaſon, why it 
was ſomuch inſiſted on by our late diſturbers, 
who in ſuch abundance of light, as they own'd, 
could not be ſuppos'd ignorant enough to believe 
themſclves: 'twas certainly the deſtitution of 
vetter arguments that caſt them upon this, torc't 
them to ranſack the Alcoran, and rifle a piece of 
Tarkiſh Divinity to make good their Samtſtip. 
N 4 They 
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They now diſcern the unskilfylneſs of that pl, plea, 
which a littlc time has convertcd to an accuſation 
The great change it has plcas d God to mak: 
among us,rctorting their conquering Sylogrſme! 
and making them need a new ſucceſs to juſtifi 
their vaunts of the old. God grant we may not 
here rclcive them again, and by our perional fins 
help them to thar which the juſtice ot their Cauſ; 
never did, NOT 1s like ro acquire rhem, 

BUT though this ples 0 ſuccels be frequent- 
ly urg d in policy, yer it prevails with many wh 
know not that it is ſo; indeed the vulgar arc {6 
nucn lubjecte 1 to thcin ſenjes, that ug ncrally the 
concluſhons drawn thence arc cahily embrac', 
when thoſlc from Kcaſon and Confcicnce have x 
doublc diftculey, firſt to be underſtood, and 
ncxt to be admitted, and the molt elaborate dr 
cour |< ſha | not convince them oft the ri oh CT t that 
cauſe, which in the laſt appeal to Gr is I ribuna 
by W ar, has been openly condemn'd ; whilelt tt 
(] oils Of victory as m uch ſatishc the Underſtand 
ing,ot the juſtice of the Prize, as the Defire, wit! 
the wealth or elov) OT AT, And this 15 1t which rcn 
ders ſuch kind of arguings very pernicious, the\ 
being {o fitted to the common temper, that the; 
ſ{cldom miſs to be efiectual ; and engage the bes 
dy multitudes in thc Proſecution of the worlt ; 
ſons, that arc recommended to them by the onc 
CGatholici Vertue Of SUCCEYS. | 11S 15 indced asSr 
Prophet [pcaks, E.2.13.22. to ſtrength n the Hand: 
of eU14 Avery, That They turn not from them wi ted- 
meſs; tq dazzle their Eycs fo with the ſplendor 
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proſperous iniquity, that they can never come to 
rake an Ccxact view, and diſcern it in its truc 
form : And doubtleſs this was none of the leaſt- 
prevailing arts of ſcduccment among us,and drew 
in many to abet thoſe ſcdirious practices, which 

all Laws of God and Man prohibited, and where- 
by GChriftian Kel 210n has at once been violated and 
dctam'd ; has not only her precepts broken, but 
ber [elf aſperſt with the toul conſequences of thar 
diſobedience, and ſo buys one injury with ano- 

her ; the contempt ol her Aut! vority with the loſs 
of her Reput ation. 

W E have now ſeen the i// conſequences iſIuing 
from theſe miſtakes of Gods Providence, but we 
mult rake notice that there remains yer as great 

or greater danger on the other fide; and thar a 
' tab replett is We r(c than ancrroneenus conſtruction 
otit. For though God hath ſecluded us trom 
that more exact minute diſcerning of his purpo- 

lcs, yet he means not his difpenſations ſhould be 
or kt on aS W! holly mnjrgnt) icant, and th erctore has 
viven us the general ſcope and meaning of them, 

.ccording to which we are to limit and reſtrain 
our nandrin 7 Fe ſſes, and alſo judge Ot particular 
CIENnTi., Now 4%. (x06 ls « Fi oinal and -_—__ ary defs ion 
in th CIC ation of Man, was to render him a ſub- 

{ apabl le of eternal happineſs * {© alſo have all his 
\ubſequeut Ats toward him aim'd at the ſame end: 
and becauſe there is nothing removes man ſo tar 
trom that grand put P! fc ot his being as Sin; 
theretore God has made the ſup oreſing of that, 
thc anlrecdal inrendment of his diſpoſals concern- 
ing 
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ing us: ſothat the moſt different diſpenſations 
do ſeverally purſue that one end ; proſperity and 
adverſity in their ſucceſſive changes are ſent to re. 
claim us from the error of our ways, with this only 
diftercnce, that the one leads, the other drives 
This is afſerted by Sr. Paul, who tells us, that 
the goodneſs and long-ſvffering of God # to lead wu to 
Repent ance, Kom.2. 5. And allo that when we 
arc judgd, we are chaſftened of the Lord, that we 
may not be condemned n1th the World, 1 Gor.1 1.32 
And indeed the whole Scripture runs in the ſame 
ſtrain; and both from proſperous and adverſe 
ſucceſles urges the obligation to obedience. This 
is the notice God « hae we ſhould take of all 


his dealings towards us. And the want thereof 


we find otrcn ſharply upbraided by God to the 
Fews: how often docs he recount his redeeming 


them from «Zgypt, his cnſtating them in Canzen, 
and all his wondertul works tor them, with an ac- 
cuſing reflection upon their ingratitude ; and 
that we may know his Fudements arc no leſs to 
be accounted tor than his Mercies, we find him, 
Amos 4. making a Catalogue of them, and cloſing 
every period with this Pathetich Reproof of their 
obſtinacy, Vet have ye not returned to me, ſaith the 
Lord. In ſhort, God requires that we ſhould ob- 
ſerve every turn of his hand, in order to the rc- 
forming our own (ves, and by the ſeveral med:s- 
ums of Gratituce or fear, infer that neceſſary Con- 
cluſion of a hincere wniverſal Obedience; and the 
neglect of this is the crime the Pſalmift menti- 


ons, Pſalm 28. 5. with fo ſevere a menace, They 
regard 
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regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of 
bu hands. 

AND asthis is requir'd from fingle perſons, 
ſo alſo trom Socictics and Communities, which 
as they are in their publick capacities the moſt 
eminent ſubjects of Judgments or Mercies, ſo 
arc they the moſt eminently accountable for both. 
And though the Neglect and Abuſe of Gods me- 
thods be a very provoking guilt: when 'tis only 
perſonal, yet is it much more ſo, when it becomes 
«tional : And therefore as it is every mans con- 
cern for his own peculiar to examine how he has 
anſwered Gods methods towards him, fo is it an 
enquiry very pertinent in relation tothe Pubiick 
alſo; eſpecially where the diſpenſations have been 
remarkable and extraordinary ; in which reſpect 
the Inquiſition cannot appear more neceſlary for 
any than thu Nation ; upon which conſideration 
| hope the Reader will think it no unpardonable 
digrefſion, if we awhile turn afide after it. 

LT is the affirmation of our Bleſſed Sawour,that 
where much is grven, there ſhall be much requir d; a 
thing ſo conſonant with natural Equity, that we 
all give our ſuffrage to it, by making it the mea- 
ſure of our expectations in ſccular things, where- 
in every man looks for returns proportionable to 
his expence or Induſtry. The Husbandman ex- 
pects a Grop anſwerable to his Seed and Labour : 
and in the nobler cultures of the Mind, we juſtly 
exact of our Pupils to Ict their manners attclt the 
diſcipline they have been under: According to 
which cſtimare we mult reſolve, that Gods expe- 
Ctations 
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Qtations from us of 1h#u Nation Cannot but be very 
high, there | DEINg NO PE PI undcr thc Sun, whom 
he has more fignaliz'd as by own ammed:ate care, 
C01 whom thc Dr ine (economy has muOorc conſtant. 
ly and even (olicitoutly attended in all the varic ty 
of fcalonablc nd p owertul applications. 

| SHALL not aftfumec thc work of a Chrs- 
nicle, by giving a ſcrics of all thoſc mcrcics, we 
recciv'd in thc loins of our Anceſtors ; and of 
which we have —_— | one unhappy memorial, 
| mcan our nauſcating and deſpiſing them ; it ha 
ving been the bulincls of our days, to diſcarail 
tho! FWoOm oft INC — bl Blcflings, of = par 
Religion and outward Peace, which our immedi- 
atc Prog 2Cnitors left us ; and to derive C0 Our p0- 
ſterity rhe contrary miſchicts of impicty and 
contuſion, 

BUT not to ravcl ſo tar back, 1 ſhall conhac 
my reficEtions to (ſo late a date, that | ſhall nor 
need to beſpcak the faith aftorded ro Hiſtorians; 
{carce any that can be my Reader, but is qualihed 
ro be my witneſStoo ; and mult acknowledge that 
there has on Gods part been no Metho . wanting 
that might purific us to himſcit « Peculiar pet ble 
Sealous of good works, Tothatendot rchning and 
cleanſing us it was, that he kept us ſo long in th 
furnace, PCIn itrcd us & thoſe many Fiery FY14: 
of our larc calamitous dar 'Twere impertinent 
herc TO PIVCA Deſc (PTLOR OT FH0/ / ifferings,which 
every mans Mcmory can fo readily repreſent to 
him; or to paint that Flame whoſc ſcorchings we 
have tclr; tis cnough to ſay, that God appear d 
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in them,carnelſtly induſtrious to have reduced us; 
like 4 shriful Capt am belicp d us clolcly, ſtraitned 
as ſo in all our intcrclits, "that it was {carcc pol- 
fible for us to fly any where but to himſelf. In- 
led he that would make vu p an cxact Catalogue 
of our Calamitics, muſt oal Iculate in how many 
nſtances humane nature may be paſſive ; there 
= ng ſcarce any of our ſuflcring Capacitics, to 
which they were not liberally apportioned, our 
E8ztes, our Perſons, our Friends, and which is 
more than all our Conſcriexnces, all oroaning under 
the weight ot that : I:{e, which our own Sins Pre- 
par'd, and other mens < ns put on. VW hich way 
loever we look t, we ſaw nothing but that which 
might conſume our Eyes and gricve our Heart : It 
on the Church, we ſaw that torn by Schrſm, 
ſpoil d by Sacriledge ; the abomination of deſo- 
lation ſtanding in the c Holy place, and the houſe 
ef Prayer made in the moſt literal ſenſe 4 den of 
Thieves, If on the State, we ſaw the breath of 
our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord taken in 
_ Pits, Impriſon'd, and Arratgn d, and barba- 
ully Murder'd, by thoſc who flew him, like 
the Heir in the Goſpel, that they might ſcize on 
his Inheritance. We ſaw this and all other Mil 
chiefs cſtabliſhr by a Law, and made as irrever- 
ible as powerful malice could render them. And 
now in ſuch a diſtreſs, who would not think that 
luch a neceflity ſhould have become our vertue ? 
and fo perfect a deſtitution compell'd our reſort 
tothe Divine aid ? And as little oppreſt States 
us'd to make themſelves homagers to the Komanr, 
ro 
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to engage their protection ſo we ſhould haye 
made an entire ſurrendry of our ſclves to God, 
that we might have gaind a title to his reſcues 
and deliverances. 

THIS genuine and kindly efte&t I doubr not 
but it had in ſame, I would fain think in many; 
bur we arc not now conſidering particulars, but 
the community ; and therefore how fincere ſoever 
ſuch perſonal reformations were, they mult not 
come under the account of publick and general, 
unleſs for their Number and Eminency they had 
been ſufficient to have overwhelmed the contrary 
perverſcneſs : Many there might be whoſe hearts 
( as 'tis ſaid of Foſiahs, 2 Chron.z 4.27.) did melt, 
and yet the far greater number of the obdurate, 
ſtill juſtly denominate us «4 fiff nect'd people ; an 
Epithet wherewith God ofren m— the 
Fews,and ſurc we have no lefs evidenced our title 
to it; foralas, as if we had meant to revenge the 
incxorableneſs of our oppreflors towards us, in 
our obſtinacy to God ; as if when we could keep 
nothing clſc, we had yer reſerv'd this ſullen com- 
fort, having our hcarts impregnable, we made 
a ſhift to hold out againſt all theſe batteries; 
there was little appearance, and leſs reality of Re- 
pentance; and it ſome of our lufts were at all leſs 
raging, twas only becauſe they were ſtarved into 
a Fire e tamencſs, the ſupplies cut off which 
ſhould maintain our Riot : but when any recruits 
could be had, they were devoted that way, & even 
in the worlt of times we miſt nor to be as luxuri- 
ous a3 we were able: and as though we refolv'd 
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that vice like the Sea,ſhould gain in one part what 
+ loſt in another ; we took order that what was 
thus incvitably detaulkt trom thoſe expenfreeSins, 
hould be made up in the cheaper: we could curſe, 
and (wear, & blaſpheme in ſpight of Sequeſtration, 
and this wretched Immunity we made abundant 
uſe of, till we even became Preverb:ral tor its 
and gave our enemies pretence to talten it on us 
25 our diſtinctive Character. Yet to ſhewour 
ſelves gencrous finners, there was one Vice WE 
bought at a dear rate, I mean our as imprudent, 
25 unchriſtian animoſitics,and preques among'our 
ſclves; a fin that helpt to revenge all the reſt: 
and was as well upon a humanc;,as divine account, 
agrand inſtrument of our ruine. To theſe we 
may add our impaticnt murmurs at our fufter- 
ings, which did in ſome work ſo prepoſteroully, 
a5 to reconcile them to the inflicters, made them 
unworthily deſert that cauſe, they tound charge- 
able to maintain, and contrary ta the advice of 
Solomon, Chuſc the ways of thoſe oppreſfory 
whoſe proſperity they envied, Prov. 3. But of 
theſe real Apoſtates the number I hope was not 
great, | wiſh I could (ay fo alſo ot thole ſeemmeg 
deſertors, whoſe knees bowed to Baal, though 
their hearts did not : who belicd their own boyal- 
ly, and in a ſhew of compliance proftiructed con- 
ſcience in ſeveral Engagements as inconſiſtent 
with cach other, as they all were with duty ; and 
luch as they pretended no excuſe for their taking, 
but their reſolutions of breaking. It was indeed a 
lad ſpectacle to ſee what ſholes every menacing 
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Edict brought in; while men ran-in as much 
haſte to take the opportunity of Peryury, as 
the Primitive Chriſtians were wont to do of 
Martyrdom: Indeed herein we ſeem d to invade 
our enemies peculiar, woald not ſufterthem to 
enjoy thoſe marks of diſtinCtion, they had tramed 
tothemſclves ; fo thar as far as Oaths could fi, oni- 
he, we were all one Party. And yet while we thus 
diſclaim'dGods relicts by theſe indirect attempts 
of our own, we took it very ill that he left us to 
the ſucceſs of them : That he proſper d not thoſe 
methods he had interdictecd, and made us Trium- 
phant, not only over our Enemies but himſeclt 
roo: and upon this ſcore many mutinous blaſ- 
phemies were utrerd and perhaps ſome more 
thoughr, though | confeſs, generally we were 
nat ſo modeſt, as to ſtick at ſaying the worlt we 
could think ; and indeed they thar heard the tre- 

quent doubrs men own'd of Gods juſtice, Pro- 
vidence, nay his very being, would not think 
they ſuppreſt any thing as too ill to be ſpoken: 

Wc laid boundlcſs expectations upon the -oſtice 
ot our cauſe, an das it we had extremely oblig 4 
God by nor being Traitors, or Schiſm atichs, 
thought he wrong d us extremely that he made 
us not Fittors. Cemael tells Saul, that Rebellion 
was lite Witchcraft ; but we ſeem'd to think Ly- 
alty was fo ; that like a ſpell it was to keep us 
invulncrable, not only againſt our enemics but 
our Sclves : and ſo countercharm all our crimes 
that they ſhould only be active to pleaſe,not hurt 


us. Butifin the laſt place we reflect on our 
ſclves 
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ſelves even in rclation to that condi in which we ſo 
much confided, "tis to be fcar'd all men will not 
be able to evince they ſufter'd for God and the 
King, though they did it in their quarrel: 'tis the 
latent muſt denominate whoſe Martyrs they 
were, it being too trequent for private paſſions 
ind intereſts, to march under the banner of con- 
ſcience; and we call that ſomerimes taking up 
the Gros, which is only the taking up an anme- 
'y or humor. Indeed ris not pollible for any to 
bc: Gods Martyr,who is not firſt his Servant; none 
of us will ſuftcr the greatelt m—_ lor a perſon 
+7 — m we will not do the lcaſt; and ris ab- 
urd Hypocrific for a man to oretend he has left 
ill for God, who we (cc cannot bc wocd ro Icave 
the molt deſpicable luſt tor him. He that will 
not part with the noilc of a loud Oath, the plea- 
_ an intemperate Cup, the applauſe of a 
anc F:# tor God, will ſurcly much leſs cx- 

4 757 erty, his ette, his life for him: and 
therefore what ack ſoever any man ran in any 
of thoſe, he can with no juſtice ſer it upon Gods 
account, unleſs he can produce fuch other acts 
of obedience, as may witneſs this to be true and 
genuine. And upon this trial, 1 fear God's party 
will appear to have been bur ſmall among us, and 
perhaps the King s not much greater, it being not 
very probable that thoſe ſho vld have any great 
ſenſe of duty to him, that had none to God or 
that thoſe ſhould religioully revere one Com- 
mandment, who dc Ipilce the other mime. But we 
need not the h<1p of inference and probability in 
(} this 
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this matter, the mutinous and in{olent behaviour 
ot many who profeſt loyalty, did too clear] 
evince it: And as it is ſaid of Foab, that he 
turn'd aftcr Adon:jah, though he turn'd not after 
Abſalom, 1 Kings 2. 28. and ſome of ours hadlit. 
tle private rebc llicas of their own,even while they 
oppos d the more publick. | love not to paſs 
cenfurcs on mcns thoughts, ycr | doubt {ome 
would be too conſcious to confute me, if I ſhould 
ſay there wanted not thoſe, who owed their 224 
ro their Spleen, and did not ſo much love thoſe 
they tought for,as hated thoſe they tought again. 
And it may perhaps deſerve enquiry, whether 
that demure pretence of holineſs their Adverſaries 
had put on, did not more avert ſome of our L:- 
bertines from them, than all their rea crimes: 
They perhaps ſo far miſtook them, as to luſpect 
they might be in carneſt, when they protelt ty 
advance the pon er of Godline(s, and at that took 
an Alarm, and ſuch Men ( it ſuch there were) 
contended not tor the Liberty of their Gountreyy, 
but their Lu{{s ; and could with no juſtice, cx: 
pect either a reputation, or ſucceſs from that 
cauſe which they at once helpt to defame and de- 
feat. lamloth to go farther, and ſuſpect that 
even ſome of the devouter ſort were inſpir'd more 
by the Spirit of eppoſition than Piety ; yet I] con- 
fcfs 'tis hard to refiſt that ſurmiſe, when 'ti 
conhider'd that our Liturey never had its due 
ncration, but when the DireHory was ſet up % 
gainſt ir, Indeed he that ſhall remember hon 
our private Orateries were then throng'd and 
crouded; 
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crouded;and ſhall now compare it with our empty 
Churches, will be tempred to think our devotion 
was'of that fort, which is excited by mterditt, 
and deadned by invitations ; a perverſe kind of 
Zeal, kindled only by Antiperifiaſis or collifion ; 
none of that pure flame which deſcends from hea- 
ren. And then as our Saviour in another caſa 
ſays, If the light that # in thee be darkneſs, how 
great s that darkneſs? Mzt. 6. If this fairer and 
more ſpecious part of us were thus reprovable, 
how obnoxious were the other 2 And it our Ear- 
neſtneſs in a righteous cauſe, by its Siniſter mo- 
tives or adherencics be unable ro juſtihe irſclt, 
kow ſhall it bear that heavicr task we laid on ir, 
and plead for our other Guilets. 

L HIS is the truc, though not full account of 
our behaviour under Gods Diſcipiine, thus did 
we fructific upon his pruning us; brought forth 
indeed not! ing but degencrous fruit. The bo- 
ly Writ lcaves it as a brand of moſt invererate 
Impicty upon Aa, that in the tome of by dt- 
fireſS be ſinn'd yet more againſt the Lord, 2 Chron. 
28. 22. and ſure we have roo juſt title to the 
lame Character of inftamy ; thoſe ſufktcrings 
which were ſent to chaſtiſc our fins, ſcrv'd but 
to encreaſe them, and like the I/racirtes in the 
Brick-kilns, they mulriplicd the more for their 
opprefition ; we debaucht cven our Executo- 
nerſ, and made every new calamity ſupply us 
with ſome new vice. And now when Gods rod 
was thus deſpis'd, we were in all reafon toecx- 
pct he ſhould draw his ſword, revenge our re- 
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{iſtance of his methqgds, by ſomewhat wc could 
not rcfilt, make our Plagues as obſtinate as our 
ſelves, and involve us in hopelcls incvitable ruine. 
Thu cert ain fearful looking for of Judgment, Heb. 
10. 27. was all wc had Ictt our fclves, of all the 
rich patrimony we wcre once pollcſt of ; and our 
preſent miſcry ſeem d impoſiivie to expire any 
way but by dying into greater. 

B LI 1 as great artificcrs arc usS 'd ro magn! he 
their Art, by chuſing rhe molt unlikely materi- 
als; ſo did it plcaſc God i in this total indiſpoſed- 
neſs of ours, when we were ſo unapt ſubjects to 
illuſtrate his mcrcy, and as it he deſign'd this ns 
tional deliverance ſhould (in its proportion ) be 
the Tranſcript of our more univerſal redemption, 
he viſited us not only in this ſtate of miſery, but 
enmity ; when we had ſct our ſelves in defiznce 
of his judgments, he laid as it were an Ambuſh of 
mercy for us, and ſurprisd us with fatcty : by 
ſuch undiſcernible ways return'd the captrony of 
our Sion, that we were indeed delivered like them 
that dream, Pſal.126.1. gave us a viftory without: 
nar; without the intervention of garments rolled 
in bloud, Eſay g. 5. inveſted us in our Triumphant 
robes, and in a word, made us inſenhtbly to glide 
InTO OUT long torgotten proſperity. 

AN D now who can imaginc, but this mir 
culous Mutation without us, muſt alſo work: 
Change within us ? Indeed they mult have a very 
ill opinion of humane nature, that can think it 
poſlible ir ſhould have perverſencſs enough tore- 
tilt ſuch cndearments ; ſuch kindly Hear m=_ 
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needs be ſuppos'd ro melt us; and it before our 
Pride diſdain'd to be compeld, yet even thar 
tubbornneſt part of us cannot object againſt the 
being courted into amendment. $0 that when God 
has thus yielded to our terms, lett us not ſo much 
252 Puniiithio in our way to Piety, tis but a rea- 
{unable expectation we ſhouid embrace it with as 
orcat an Earneſtneſs, as it was tormerly rejefed 
Dy us. 

AND would God we could fay we did ſo; 
but alas, we (till affeEt prodigies, take a kind of 
wanton Joy in defcating Gods deſigns, and as if 
we aſpircd to vye Miracles with him, have made 
our returns as unparallcl'd as his mercies; fo 
that the ſum of our account is this. No Nation 
was cver more f{ignaliz'd by Gods goodneſs, or 
its own perverſeneſs, it being hard to determine in 
which of thoſe reſpeCts it is molt emment. That 
this is in the general pertectly true, there arc 
to0 many particulars ready to teſtihe, indeed a 
whole cloud of Witneſſes do concur to the pro- 
ving the charge. I ſhall not undertake to exa- 
mine all, yet ſome of the principal it will not be 
amiſs to rake notice of. 

BEFORE weenquire into the uſe we have 
made of Gods Mercies, lct us a little conlider 
what our ſenſe of thzm is; and ſurc of all the mm- 
terrogatories we can put to our ſelves, this ap- 
pears the eaſieſt, the moſt gentle favourable Teſt, 
that even our own partialitics could ct for us , 
it being ſo natural to men in miſery to value a re- 
ſcuc, and celebrate their deliverers, that the 
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contrary would be the only wonder; we ſee 
even the Fews, who were none of the moſt mal. 
lcable people, yet delrverances made impreſſi- 
ons on them, ſet them to their dewout proceſſions 
and ſolemn hymns in praiſe of God: nay ſuch x 
picce of native Religion is this, that the Hea- 
thens exemplific it to us. The Philiſtines when 
they had taken Sampſon, magnified their Dagonas 
having delivered their enemy and the deſtroyer of 
their na into their hands, fudg. 16.24. $0 
upon the victory over Sul, 1 Sem. 31. 9. thy 
ſent round about to publiſh it in the houſe of their 
Idols. And in all ſtorics we find, the Heathen 
Altars were never fo loaden with Sacrifices, as 
upon ſuch occaſions :. and the Goſpel tells us, 
that thoſe on whom Chriſt beſtowed miraculous 
Ccurcs, were [o tranſported with them, that their 
gratitude ſupplanted their obedience, and made 
them notwithſtanding his prohibition, proclaim 
the wonders he had done for them : But I fear it 
we reflect upon our ſclves,we ſhall not be able to 
match any of theſe inſtances. Tis true our late 
change was cntertain'd with a Joy profuſe enough, 
bus not cnough religiou. We ſaw that great 
things were Jone for us, and thereof we rejoy- 
ccd; bur we did not ſo much conſider that the 
L od had done them, Pſal.1 14. and ſo were rather 
affected with the rarity and profit ableneſs,than the 
mercy and kindneſs of the Diſpenſation:and though 
the care of our Governonrs have provided for the 
religious part alſo, aflign'd days of Purim for the 
perpetual commemoration of our deliverance, 
ye 
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yet onr {light obſervance of them does too fully 
evince our Joy was merely ſecular; and ſurely 
he that obſerv'd the numerous and loud acclama- 
tions in the fireets, and the few faint Hatleluahs 
in the Temple, muſt needs ſay they were very dil- 
proportionate, and that how much ſocver the 
molt of us rejoyc't, it was not in the Lerd; and 
then we are not to wonder that it was fo tran- 
fient; fince it was merely earthly, it mult needs 
partake of the fadingneſs of its original : where- 
25 had we deriv'd it higher, it would have been 
lofting and durable; it could not ſo ſuddenly 
have expir'd, had we fetcht it from him, 1 whoſe 
preſence us fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand are 
pleaſures for evermore. Bur alas, our tranſports 
were ſuch as exhauſted themſelves in their own 
noiſe, we expreſt our Joy in Bonſires, and it va- 
pour'd away* in the ſmoke; there wanted that 
mixture of Picty which ſhould have fix'd that 20- 
latile Paſſion, and we who at firſt were much more 
glad than thankful, within a very ſhort time cea- 
(cd to be cither. 

AND then as violent Heats when once ex- 
pir'd, are ſucceeded by the extremeſt Cold; lo 
has it fared with us; we fell from our Extaſtes 
not to the mean, but the contrary extreme ; our 
valt complacencies at their parting, carried with 
them even ordinary contentation, and left us 
not only joyleſs, but impatient. It was indeed 
matter of Equal ſhame and wonder, to ſee a ſcene 
ſo ſuddenly chang'd, wherein as in many other 
inſtances, we ſeem'd to have tranſcrib'd the co- 
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py of the mutinous Iſraelites, whom we fndin 
the very ſame Chapter, Exod. 1 5. triumphing and 
repining ; and no ſooner were the Timbrels our 
of their hands, but Complaints were in their 
mouths, verſe 24. What ſhall we drink And in the 
beginning of the next, with the lame querulous 
importunity they require meat. But not to wrong 
them in the compariſon, their Murmurs had 
ſome extenuating circumſtances which ours hay 
not; they look't indeed with ſome appetito upon 
eF2ypt, and made ſome propoſals ot Return,but 
it was whilc they ſuffered the hardſhips of the 
wilderneſs; they prefterr'd a repleted ſlavery, be- 
fore a hungry freedom ; but even they were not 
ſo frantick in their mutinics, as to make any ſuch 
offer in Canazn, or have any Emulation to the 
Garlick and Onions, amid(t the affluence of Mili 
and Honey : No tis we Alone that have the un- 
happy skill of reconciling the fins of Canaan, and 
the Wildernefs; murmur as much under our Fine: 
and Fie-trees,as at Rephidim, or Marahb, and make 
all the ourt-crics of rant and ſlavery, whileſt we 
wallow in the utmoſt luxury ot plenty and free 
dom. Inccd not here ſp:cihe the particulars ct 
our Murmurings, this diſcourſe being not like- 
ly to ftind many whoſe innocence will need that 
intormation, this mat; nant humor having ſpread 
ſo, that 'tis now become almoſt a ſcandalous 
becauſe a fingular ) thing to be contented. And 
certainly a confideringForeiner,that ſhould come 
among us, could not but be aſtoniſht to ſee a No 
tion ſo tull of all thoſe things which uſe to create 
fem- 
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temporal fatisfaCtions, and yet to find no obedy 
in it ſatished; to ſee many parties among us, 
and nonc proſperous. This is ſuch a riddle 45 
would tempt a man to ſuſpect his ſenſes, and 
think we had all this while but dreamt of a reffo- 
ration: been under the deluſion the Prophet de- 
ſcribes of the hungry and thirſly man, that at by 
waking finds he 15 emply, and hu foul hath appetite, 
Eſay 29. 8. "Tis a ſad, but viſible truth, that all 
that God has done for us, hath been fo tar from 
filling our defires, that it has only ſerv'd to en- 
large them : for I appeal to any of our loudeſt 
mutinecrs, whether it ſome years ſince the pre- 
ſcnt ſtate of affairs had been repreſented to them, 
dreſt in the worlt circumſtances they now com- 
plain of, they would not then have thought it 
extremely amiable, worth Kachels prize of ſeven 
years more hardſhip; nay whether they would 
not willingly have made ſome abatements, relin- 
quiſht part of what they now cnjoy, to have had 
the reſt ſecur'd ? And when God has granted us 
all we then askt, ſhall we murmur becauſe Wc 
could now perhaps ask ſomething more; and like 
ingrate Debrors, pick a quarrel to evade pay- 
ment? Was it not cnough that he cngag'd his 
Omnepotence for us, but mult his Umniſcience al- 
ſo be prelt upon the ſame ſervice? And provide 
all he could foreſee we would wiſh ? Alas, do 
we think we have the ſame hank upon God that 
ſome Gallants have on their truſting Merchants, 
that upon Peril of loſing all former ſcores, he 
mult {till go on to ſupply us ? Shall we think no- 
thing 
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thing 6 t for oblivion but our obligatio ns? And 
in this perverſe ſenſe tranſcribe S. Paul, Phil. 

| E + fo getting thoſe things which are behind, reach 
forward to the things that ave before : this indeed 
coo fully ſpeaks us the oft-ſpring of our firſt Pa. 
rents ; we can find no gult in all the fruits of P;. 
radiſe, it any one be denied us; and (till look not 
on what we have, but what we want; and as it is 
obſcrv'd of the grecedier fort of creatures, that 
they reliſh not one bir tor the vehement e xpeCta- 
tion of another : Sois it with us, we devour, but 
do not enjoy Our Bleſiings; and to require him to 
ſatishe us,is to aſſion kim the Poets He [I, ſet him 
with B. hes daughters ro the task of filling a 
feve with water, or rolling Syſiphw's ſtone ; our 


growing appetites ſtil] keeping us empty and 


reſtlc(s amidit all endeavours to make us other- 


wilc : - {0 that whercas (zx04d uſes to) commir his 
favours to Men, as ſeed to the Earth, in expecta- 
tion of an ».rvef, ſome truits of gratitude and 
obedience ; they ſcem with us rather to be flung 
into a Gulph, whoſe property 1s only to ſnallon, 

never to frudtifie. 
| K NO W mens Minds are fo poſſcſt with 
their diſcontents, our daily mutinous blaſts have 
puft up and ſwelled our grievances to ſuch a vaſt- 
neſs, that hc muſt expect to be very impatrient- 
ly heard, that ſhall attempt to repreſent them 
in a leficr ſize; yet ſure 'twere not impoſſible 
even upon a direct view, to demonſtrate them ve- 
ry light and morerate : but Upon 4 comparative, 
pertectly trivial and mnconſiderable ;; and _—_ 
Irric 
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lietle ſtrange, that we who bare our late ſuffering 
efate with fo much Impaticnce, ſhould not have 
impreſſions enough lett in our memory, to con- 
front to all our preſent regrets. Do we not quict- 
ly now poſleſ(s the truits of our own, or our Pro- 
enitors induftiry, without danger of any Seque- 
tration, but what our own Luxurics inflict ? 
Arc not our Perſons at freedom ; deliver'd from 
that kind word, and unkind thing, SE CU- 
RIN G? Sothat when we riſc in the Morning, 
we need not fear our next lodging ſhall be in the 
Goal or dungeon ; nor when we fit down to our 
Meal, ſuſpect the intruhon of arm'd unmuited 
Gueſts, who cre whiles, we know, were wont to 
lurpriſc us, as thc Plague did thc Iſraelites, even 
while the meat was yet m our mouths; arc not our 
Lives under the cuſtody of known Laws, ſo that 
no man is in danger that will bur kcep himſclt 
within thoſc Boundaries ; nor nced fear to be 
mockt into his grave by ſnews and Pageantries ot 
Juſtice ? And beſides theſe real eſcapes from fla- 
tery, are we not reſcued from the molt imbitter- 
ing circumſtance of it, the having ſervants rule 
verws ? A thing which rendred our ſubjection as 
mean and ſervile, as it was ſharp and preſling, 
and which we were then fo ſcniible of, that 
it ncver miſt to bring up the rear of our Com- 
plaints. Laſtly, it we refleEt upon our higher 
ſpiritual concerns, arc we not freed from thoſe 
boiltrous robuſt rempt ations, which with the vio- 
lence of Famine and Sword, Beggary and Death 
aſſaulted our conſtancy, and left no mean between 
Martyr- 
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Martyrdom and Apoltalic ? Are we not alſo re. 
ſtor'd to all tholc ſpiritual advantages which we 
once proteſt ſo much to value? That well of life 
now lies open before us, after which we once 
panted like the Hart atter the water-ſprings ; our 
ancient worſkrp is revived, and wants only our at- 
t-ndance to make it folemn ; whereas the abomi- 
nation of Deſelation ſtood in the holy place, our 
prayers were turned to fin; needed, but were de- 

nied the Liturey to pray againſt them, or atone 
their guilrs. We have no longer ſtones given us 
tor bread, nor experiment that ſad riddle, of being 


at once cloved and ſtarved; amidi{t exceſs of 


preaching ſuttcring a Famine of the Word, 
And now areall theſc worth no regard?lt they arc 
not, why did we exclaim ſo loudly when we want- 
ed them ? It they are; why are we ſtil] as query 
lous now we have them ? 'Tis ſure, theſe include 
all our great and ſubſtantial intereſts as men, and 
Chriſtians, and thoſc being provided tor, tis not 
calily imaginable whar others we ſhould have im- 
portant cnough ro make us querulous, unlels it 
be thoſe of Paſſion and Humour. One mans am 
bition perhaps wants a ſatisfaction, another mans 
avarice, a thirds ſpleen ; and this diſcord makes 
up the very unmuſical Harmony of our murmur. 
It we ſee but a eMordecas in the Kings gate 
whom we wiſh removed, we can like Haman hind 
no guſt in any thing we enjoy. It we (ce ſome, 
who we think have born leſs of the burden and 
heat of the day, rewarded cqually or perhaps * 
bove our ſclves, we arc ſurc ro make out the Px 
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fable, by murmuring at the _ man of the 
houſe : Or it Nineveh be ſpar'd, it all be not exe-+ 
cuted to whom we have denounc d deltruCtion, 
we like Fonab fit down in a fullen diſcontent, and 
grow weary of our lives, becauſe others are per- 
mitred fo enjoy theirs. To theſc and other hcads 
ot t the Iike nature, tis apparent our grievances 
may x reduced ; and then if the balance bc put 
into any diſpaſſionartc hand, tis ſure they can ne- 
yer become a counterpoize to the other real bene- 

2s WC and Y» but will in the Prophets phraſc, ap- 

ir i! 4 Fer FORUM Vanity ang no! me. 

BU 1 | ſupp (ec fome will ſay, tis not only 
preſent uncafinciics of which they arc impaticnt, 
bur the poſitbility of future, a tcar of relapling in- 
to our tormer eſtate by the ill managery of our 
preſent : To theſe | ſhall anſwer, That admir it 
were ſo, yet ſure 'twill be no wiſdom to antici- 
pate our miſerics, to foreſtall diſcontents, and 
make foreſight as paintul as actual ſuffering. In 
other forbidden in{tances we chuſe to enjoy the 
pretent, and witli 2n Epicurean Indifterency CY» 
Let us eat and drink for to morrow we d:e, 1 Cor.1 5. 
32. How is it that we here become ſo unluckily 
lapacious, unleſs ir be that murmuring is a Sen- 
ſuality we count equivalent, nay (uperior to all 
rational ſatisfaCtions ; and therctore that we may 
have no intermiflion of that delight, fuborn our 
phancics to find dccafions, and fetch in from the 
future thoſe ſupplics which the preſent aftords 
not : Burt beſides this, 1 ſhould in the ſecond 
place ask theſe great Diwmers, why they do not 
alſo 
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alſo ſeokee, that this very mutimous temper of 


theirs is the moſt direct and infallible mcans of 
bringing thoſe mrſchiefs they pretend to fear: 
that it is fo, is molt evident, and fo well obſery'd 
by Our Aa erſ 1 ries.that there 15 little doubt, they 
have not only pleaſure, bur deſigns upon it; an 
to that purpoſc ha ve their Eng $1.2 on woes WW 
up the hot Spirits among us, in expectation fs m 
thence to raiſe a flame. So blind a thing is Poſſ 
on, that it nurric has to the things which in their 
ifluc we moſt abhor; makes us our Lncemies 
drudges,a: d cl C "Y z7ers Of our own ſhackles; and 
whilcſt we cry out of perry m—_ PENCCS, WE Our 
ſ{clves g1VE them in the / um , wh a3r WC Oo proce 
them in parcel, * Thisisa miſcrablc int: tuat ' 
and while we act rhus unreaſonably, we arc fur 
no competent declamers againſt 1 [1 manage 
But beſides this natural eftcct of our murn 
we arcallo to rem _— that there is a Dis vinc 
vengeance attending it : when bountres and Largeſ 
ſes are quarrel1 9 at, we nocellle ate God ro ano 
ther Method, nay indeed, not only his vengeance, 
but cven his &rndnels ſecs ro ſugs 1ſt | 4: when hc 
ſees our conſtirutions {uch. that his gc ntic ap 
plications work co REcary eftccts, is very app 
fitc tor h mm torry wi hethe r the Ant: tperiſ Faf:s will 
OPCrate on the other fide; it we ſmart thus under 
lemitives, 'tis but fit to clay, if corroſrues wi 
calc us; and the only remaining experiment tot 
the making us b, appy, 1Stom akec US miſera ble. 
BU T would God we might yet prevent the 
nced of ſuch unkindly expedients, and by a ſober 
eſtimate, 
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eſtimate, and thanktul ſenſe of what we have, 
provide to conſerve it : not faſtidioully deſpiſe 
great and eminent bleſſmgs, becauſe perhaps they 
come not home to every part ot our wiſhes. Alas, 
tholc pic nary fatisfactions agrec not with the na- 
ture of Earthly things: Tis an obſervation long 
fince rais d from the Globular and Triangular 
form of the VV orld and our Hearts, that ris im- 
poſſible rhe one ſhould be fil (ed with thc other, 
there will ftill be fome anpics, {ome vacuirics 
tr; our very acceſſions create new wants, and 
like an unſound limb, rhc healing of one "Sore T- 
the breaking out of another. Every thing under 
hc Moon partake s of her wiIl{itudes, augmcnts 
and decreaſes only with this difterence, that 
though their wains be to as low a degree as hers, 
they never are perteEtly at the full. Therenever 
was, nor never will be a State here completely 
happy: And as the Philoſopher handſomly re- 
p roachet the impaticnce of the Per/ ianKing for the 

cath of his Wite, by undertaking to revive her, 
if he cculd help him but to the names of three 
men that had never gricvd to write upon her 
Tomb; ſo ſurely we may make the like ofter to our 
malect ntents,and engage to redeemall their unca- 
hneffces, if they can POINT us OUT L lay not three, 
but ) ene age wherein there were no complamts. 
What then arc our clamorous Repinings, but ſo 
many loud enwve(:iwes againſt Gods decree; 2 De- 
hre to ſubvert his fandamental Law, and con- 
tound the di#tin{{ton he has irreverſibly ſet be- 
tween our Earthly and our Heavenly ſtate? And 
alas, 


_ —— —__ 


212 « Miſchief, 5 ariſing from Miſt ates Cbap.$. 


alas, What mad inſolence is this, to expect that 
the whole Oeconomy of the world mult be chang'd 
only to humour us ? That God muſt replant us x 
Paradiſe, pluck up every one of the Briers and 
Thorns which were our native curſe * Nay, bring 
down Heaven to us, and cnſtatc us in undiiturh'd 
unmix dficlicitics * This is indcc d ſimply conh. 
dered a very wild expectation, but yet more fo, 
when 'tis conſidered how we qualihe our ſclves 
for ſuch a priviledge : tor let me ask, arc weas 
cager to anticipate the holineſs, as the happineſ fof 
Heaven i ? Do we as paſlior ,atcly defire to do God 
will, as that (x09 ſhou! 4 do ours” And emulate he 
Angelical obedtence and purity, as much as Ef 
Theſc are Interrogatorics which need Emp or 
Anſwer,our lives do too tully refolve them in the 
negative ; and then how ſhameleſs a partiality is 
it, thus to carve to our ſclves, and chuſe our of 
Either {tate what we belt like, reſerve all the 
ſualities of this world, and yet cry out for the im 
paſſibleneſs of the next ; but alas, theſe are pre- 
tenſions as inconfiitent as they are bold, our: 
ces having ſuch a native inſcparable adherency ot 
pain and vexation, that tis not the molt dexte- 
rous managery of a fin that can ever ſever them, 
but it we will retain the one, we mult the other al- 
ſo: A Truth which might be exemplified tous 
throughout the whole Catalogue even of ſenſual 
fins; but it is moſt emincnrtly vihble in this of 
murmuring, which ſtays not as others do to take 
Pain at the rebound, and by way of reſult; but has 


it as its firſt Element and principle ; it being _ 
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ſelf almoſt as great a pain, as any it can betray 
41 Eusco :and yet to ſccure an advance and perpetuity 
a WE of Torment, every Event ſerves to toment and 
d heighten it , and the molt acſper; irc things arc 
4 
q 


equally combultiblec ro that LING. Indec cd | © 
that is poſſclt with that humour, has a kind of tu- 


5 ry within him, that will never let him reſt: And 
. BY 21s, what Legions of ſuch cvil Spirits arc now 
s BE :mong us? How arc we as it were inſpit 4 with 
p Mutiny, it being the univerſal dialett of the Narti- 
f Won; andot manyinit, who cannot be ſuppos'd 
; EW cotound it in any obſcrvation of theirgwa , but 
e are e Icd by thc common genius ys and bcliow rathcr 
by c nſcnt with the reſt of the herd, than for ny 
} uncaſineſs, at leaſt of mnjuſtice and oppreſjion \ tor 
c I ſuch only give pretence tor Mutiny ) that them- 
$ ſelves teel. And fince tis become a Pleberan wice, 
f I would God our Gentry would ulſc it as they do 
p their faſhions , and leave it oft ( it for no better 
j icaton) tor it's bein; ; g Vulg an - And indced rwcrse 
2 hn contebl, that tholc who have taken up fo 
many fins upon punttilio, ſhould for once: lay 
t WW cown one upon the ſame ſcore. The Athenian 
e- State put down their O Fracyſm which othcrwilc 
n, they were fond enough ot )becaulc it was debaſed, 
[- oy hap 'cning to fall on Hy perbolus, Aa dclpican & 
1s Þ and abict pc cſoa : and tha (cems not much dit- 
al terence in the caſes , ſave only that we arc more 
" tenacious of Sims, than rhey ot Puniſkments ; and 
Kc L tear we ſhall fo long retain this,till we and it irs 
2s Wl own Lifter , not © nly in the preſent uneaſineſs, but 
S in that more frutful has veſt of Miſchicts , wacre- 
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of it has now ſown the ſeeds. Wee ſee here what 
our thankfulncſs is, tor thoſe eminent miracy. 
lous mercics wc have receivd, and the account 
of that is an unhappy fpecrmen, what we are like 


to finde, when we ſurvey the uſes we have made of 


them, which God knows have becn fo unnatural 
and perverſe, as docs too tully parallel the for- 
mer inſtance 

FOR firſt, if we reflect upon our ſpiritud 
bleſſmgs, what has the enjoyment of thoſe advan- 
tages produced, but the contempt of them ; we 
have an caſic tree acceſs to God in his Sanctuary, 
our Ghurches arc no longer Garrrſons to keep out 
the worſhip, to which they were devoted. but 
like boſpitable doors, are open to the regular piety 
of any that will enter. And now we have this li- 
berty, now thc flaming ſword is removed, we have 
loſt al] appctite to the Tree of life, can willingly 
let thoſe Everlafting gates ( as the Pſalmiſt (tyles 
them) Pſal. 2 1. / and as eve rlaſtingly open, cre we 
enter them : And though the Fabricks arcby 
Gods providence reſcued from their duſt and 
ruines, yet many of us endeavour to reduce them 
to a yet worſe deſolation , ſtrive to depopulate 
thoſe ſacred Manſions, and execute againſt them 
that prophetick threat concerning Nmeveh, Ns 
bum, T1. Leave them empty, 7 01d ond waſte. And 
indeed ſo they are , if notin an abſolurc yerin? 
Comparative ſenſe; for could we at any tim: 
Divine Service make an eſtimate of all the pe ine 
that arc abſcnt, 'twould ſcarce be diſcern'd that 


any arc there ; » WCTC all corners ranſacke, what 2 
multitude 
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multitude of Recnſants ſhould we find upon a far 
lifftering account from that of Conſcience? Some 
Wc ſhould ſee ſtretching themſelves upon their 
beds, keeping a Sabbath indeed, but to their ſloth, 
not their God ; others perhaps we may find rous'd 
from their Coaches, upon the ſummons not of 
Relsg ton but Vanity ; fome new garment is to be 
fitted, ſome exotick dreſs cflayed, and they who 
grudge one hour to the Preachers glaſs, can ſpend 
many at their own ; where they are ſo taken up 
vith their Idolatries to themſelves, that they 
hink of no other worſhip; nay, as the world 
20es, twere well this were the worſt diverhon, 
that ſome did not keep trom Church, that they 
might in the interim, defile thoſe lefler Temple 

o+ God they carry about them, and cut rnem- 
{clves off trom the * ommunion of CG/ reſt r body, to 
make themſclves members of an Hirlet * Or that 
others were not Bacchus his Votarics when they 
ſhould be Gods, ſpend that time in their trantick 
revels, and tins 1 Dithr ambick init toad ot Te De- 
wm. As tor the Mammonif, it he Kcep any holy 
day, 'tis = the Iſraelites to his Gods of Gold, 

_ Xl. Iz , Hc is looking with vcncration on 

- 1d6liz'y treaſure, numbring tholc bags he 

mn not uſe, or perhaps with a more active Zeal 
purſuing the means of encreafing them. Thus 
alas, may we go from one to another, and as it 
was in Ezektels viſion , fee (till greater abomina- 
tions, Ezek. 8. And certainly that Al-iocing 
Eye, which diſcerns what multicudes do thus 
dulic themſelves, at the times cven of his folemn- 
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eſt worſhip, cannot but adjudge us moſt profane 
deſpiſers ot his mercy in re [toring it : Yet would 
to God 'twerc only thc ahſent Upon wh m that 
ſentence would tall ; but alas, the behaviour of 
many in the Church docs too loudly reſtifie how 
littlc of devotion brings them thither, and at how 
mcan a ratc they valuc all chart is done there: 
Thoſc Eves which there ſhould wait on God, as 
thoſc of 4 Servant on the hands of by Mafler, 
Pſal. 123. 2. arc rolling about to fetch in all the 
vanitics and temptations which can occur to 
them. and look every way, but forards Heaten, 
Our Tongues which ſhould be touchr with a Coal 
trom the Altar, devoted wholly ro Hymns and 
Prayers, are buſied in provate Golloquies with 
thoſe about us : Buſineſs, News, nay, all the 
impertinent chat of our moſt vacant hours, is 
then taken up to entertain us; ſo that he who 
would know the talk of the Town or neighborhood, 
need go neither to Exchange nor Market, the 
Church will as certainly ſupply him : And this il! 


employment of our Tongues, engages the like ot 


our Ears, which when they ſhould be hearkening 
what the Lord God will ſay concerning us , arc 
liſtening to thoſe vain drſcourſerwe hold with one 
another ; from all which outward indecencics we 
may roo {urcly collect the inward irreverence 0i 
our heart. And is it poſſible that this ſhould nov 

bs the Temper ot thoſe,who not long {ince lcem 4 
to buy ail the ir excluſion from thoſe ſacred Aflcm- 
blics ? Did we long for them as Dawid for the ns 
ters of Bethlehem, when they appear'd unattain- 


able, 


It 
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able, and when they arc brought to us, refuſe to 
talte them, pour them out not as he did in devo- 
fion, but in contempt vo rruc indeed , in tem- 

oral Delights poſſeſſion uſually proves a nauſca- 


rin oth in o,and rakes oft our appetite ; but it uſes 


- ro be | loin ſptituat, whoſe peculiar property 
tis, not to fatiate, but cxcitc by truition : But 


alas, though the Things we converſc with are 
(ritual, Our Hearts Arc carnal, and that is the 
caulc why in{tcad of crying out with the Pſalm, 
When ſhall I come to appear im the preſence of God, 
P/al. 42. We, lik e thoſe in > Makes. Chap. x. 
12. Snuff at his ſervice, and ſay, What 4 wearine(s 
it ? A wearineſs indeed it appears in the literal 
ſenſe with many , who lleep at it as mcn over-la- 
hour'd, and ſcarce take ſo ſound repoſe in their 
own houſes as in Gods; indecd ſuch is the varicty 
of rude behaviour that is there us d , that ſhould 
an unbeliever come into vur Allemblics , he muſt 
lurely as St. Paul {uppolc ; in another caſe, 
t Cor. 14. 23+) fay, we aremad; to lee fome ga- 
ſome whiſpering, ſome laughing , others 
| and o_ the far fewer number pray- 
2 is ſuch a medly, as the moſt brutiſh Idolaters 
never admitted in their worſhros 3 and the way of 
v riſhipping M; YCUTYY, by throwing {tones » OT 
Hercules by curſing, is a ſobcr and decent kind 
t ſervice COmpal 'd vvith this. And novr alas, 
rrhen vvill the Church recover its ancicnt Title, 
and become the houſe of prayer?” Tis fure according 
to the preſent appearance it may have many morc 
Proper names, that bei! g the lealt part of the bu- 
P lincſs 
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fincls done in it : *Tis true, there arc ſome that 
make it a Sanctuary, but cis only againſt the pe 
nalrics of the Law, or reproach of arrant Athes/m; 
they come to ſave their money or their credit; 
others perhaps ſhun the ſolitarincſs of being at 
home, and come not as to aplace of Devetins 


— 


FA = wo 


but Concourſe ; and "ris to be doubted , fome viſit { 
that place as they do many others , becauſe the) 
have nothing clſc to do : They want rthcir week 

days diverſion, and fo are driven thithc: upon : 
mere deſtirution of more gratctul entertain- c 
ments; make ita kind of Sunday pl.zy-houſe, tit I *! 
there as SpeCtators or Judges, to {cc the company, ( 
or cenſure the Preacher, but never remember that 
themſelves have any other part to act ; or are be- 
held by Him, who will not always be p aticnt of ( 
ſuch profanation ; but will, as the Scripture 
[> aks, Kepay them to their face, n ho thus contemn 
him to his. We know among men, every one 
counts his Houſe his fortreſs: and an Afﬀront | 
oftered him Fer 2, doublcs rhe Injury, and is not | 
only a contempt, but an invaſion : and ſhall it not 
be a proporti ax cnhanſe ment with God allo, 
thus ro dehe him within bi own doors , and 2Þ- 


proach his preſence in an impious bravery, the 
more tully to ſhew him,hows little we regard him: 
Ar this rate while we addreſs our fclves , we may 
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wc bringChriſt a Scepter,only to ſanite him on the 
head with it; and make a-pretace of homage, to 
ive our ſelves the ſport of the mockery : nay, 'tis 
Fly ro be fear'd, that God may #hbruft us out of 
his Houſe, (ut his Doors againſt us , refeue his 
Service and himſclt trom our protanation, and 
put us again under the ſame, (or a worle inter- 
dict than that) which lately lay upon us. 
HAVING now ſccn oar ſcandalous Irreve- 
rence towards Gods worſhip in general, tis too 
calic to make Application to the ſeveral parts of 
it; every once of which mult necef{arily partake 
of the contempt which talls upon the whole ; for 
whilc we bring no thoughts but ſecular with us; 
thoſe are equally diſagrecing to all the Drwine 
offices : "twill be needleſs therefore to trace our 
wandrings in cach of thoſc, ſince our whole be- 
baviour in the Church is one great deviation from 
the buſineſs we ſhould come about : yet that fu- 
perſedes not to every guilty perſon himſclt the 
necefliry of a more diſtinct and particular refle- 
Ction. "Tis ſurc at the aff dreadful . ludit, we 
mult account tor every of thoſe ſpiritual advan- 
tages we have abus'd; and alas, what a diſmal 
reckoning will many of us have then to give up, 
When our prayers which we now turn into Sin, 
ſhall be rurn'd into perdition? And we Who would 
not ſupplicate our God, ſhall in vain invoke the 
Wnt ans and t ills to hide 145 from tt 4 Face of the 
limb, whea that Word which we now (o faſtidi- 
oulty deſpiſe , that it muſt be dreſt up in the co» 
urs of humanc Rhetorick, to make us at all pa- 
4 ricnt 
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ticnt of it, and becomes then dnly tolerable tous, 
when it is fartheſt removed trom being Gods: 
when that word, as our S4awiom ſpeaks, ſhall judg: 
KS, and tha r gracious invitation to bife end in that 
tatal ſentence, Goye curſed. Nay, when our ve 
ry Propitiation ſhall plead againſt us, and the 
crucific -d Bo Jy ot our Saviour, which we have 19 
Effigie fo often recrucifhed in our unworthy ap- 
proachcs, or impious neglect of the holy Eucha 
riſt, ſhall witneſs againſt us as its murderers, when 
ve ſhall be found nor ſprinkled as with the blood 
ot a ſacrifice , but 1mbrued as with that of laugh. 
ter; when all the le means of our ſalvation, ſhall 
thus milcrably convert , and trom the ſavour of 
ife, become that unto death, 2 Gor. 2. 16. then we 
ſhali ro our amazement find, how diftcring our 
eſtimates of them were from Gods; and in his 
Vengeance read the valuc he put upon them. 
What then hive we now to do, but to anticipate 
our dooms-day, and judoe our ſelves that we may not 
be judg d ef the Lord: To make an impartial ac- 
count of a!l theſe out protanations , and accuſc 
our ſ{clves bctore his mercy-[cat, that fo we may 
YTeveat the arciionment at his. 647 of FTudgement. 
And as Ottenders arc uſually cnjoyn'd to acknow- 
ledge their pgrilts in the verv places where they 
commirred them; ſolet us make the Church the 
Scene of our penitence , as we have of our faults: 
y our i{trong crying and tears, deprecate our 
tormcr indevotion, and by an exemplary Re 
rence, rceadreis the icandal of ou: Profancneſ 
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s, E the final Vengeance of theſe fins; nay,and againſt 
«: M. the intermedial alſo: for we are not to expect 
ov: MW that ſo unkind abuſe of mercy ſhall be wholly re- 
at MW ſpited to another world, it being ſo exaſperating 
re. MW @ crime, as muſtin all probability awake Gods 
he fury, and pull down preſent Judgments. 1 wiſh 
is W the Event do not too ſoon atteit the reaſonable- 


10- neſs of this ſuppoſal. 

be [F trom our ſpiritual Blc ſlings, we now de- 
en ſcend ro our tempor al, we ſhall nor aAppcar much 
0d better managers of thoſe; they being general- 


4 ly employed to purpoſes the moſt diſtant trom 
all thoſe, tor which they were given. And firſt for 


r of our peace, that great comprehenſive enjoyment, 
we upon which all others arc dependent, and which 
ur 1S TO OUT C7 il Capacities, the ſame that health 
his s to our natural; the thing by which we reliſh 
m. MW and taſte the reſt of our comforts , we may from 
ate thc Song of Zachary, Luke 1. lcarn for what in- 
not tent God beſtows it : Deliverance from enemies is 
ac- to no other cnd , bur that we may ſerve God im 
uſe bolineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our bife : 
nay MW Bur alas, he that obſerves how we employ our 
ent. WM quict, muſt ſurely ſay it ſerves little to the ad- 
OW- rancement either of Holincſs or Rightcouſneſs : 
hey MW For the firſt of theſe we have already ſeen, how 
the lttlc of holime(s we ſhew cven in that place 
[ts: WF where nothing elſe ſhould be admitted; and we 
our are not fo prepoſterouſly religious , to ſhew 
eVe- more in others. That Pzety which is fo cold and 
ec. benuram'd under the warm breath of the publick 
inſt Wdinances ; we may well prefume ſtark trozen, in 


Our 
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our more retir'd offices : and it it thus faint and 
fink in conſort, 'tis ſure more liable to the Wiſe 
mans /'e ſoli, and utterly dics when we are alune. 
"Tis truc indced, theſe Gloſet-tranſattions arc im- 
mediatcly viſible to none but the ſearcher of 
bearts, yct in truc Devotion there is ſuch a Hm 
metry and proportion, that the Inferences we 
make by a»alogy may be very irrctragable : nay, 
tis to be feard many lye open to a yet clcarercos- 
vittion, and may be proved to have tew or none 
of thoſe private intercourſes with Heaven ; for 
though a negative be not ſimply evincivle, yer 25 
in Civil caſcs we prove a man not to have bcen at 
this time in ſuch a place, by his having aCtually 
becn in another; ſo were the whole Week, 
Moneth, perhaps Year, of ſome men exactly 
traced, we ſhould find them ſo engrofled with 
other diverſions, that there will ſcarce be found 
any Minute for devotion to interpoſe : Mens 
worldly Or tHeſhly Concerns {ſo divide their tome 
that God trom whom tis all deriv'd , can bs 
torded no tribute out of it. Yet aias, 'twere well 
if this privative ſort of impicty were all we had 
to anſwer for: but 'tis too apparent we do not 
only negleft Giod, but reproach and violate him: 
what clſc arc thoſe bold and inſolent {4 laſphemes 
wherewith we daily aflault him, making him thc 
mark at which all our wild Paſſtons are ſhot 
Do we want any thing cither tor our w/e or de 
lieht? Pref ſently God is accuſed, his frounn "mes 
or his goodneſs queſtioned; and he declaims 
againſt cither as impotent or illiberal. Does any 


bod\ 
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body vex or diſquiect us? God muſt haye his 
ſhare of our diſpleaſure, his ſacred name muſt be 
profaned, and we count our ficrceſt Revilings of 
men, faint and inſignificant, it not inſpired with 
the moſt dreadfut and horrid Qaths; Nay, he 
ſtands obnoxious to all the diſplacencics we re- 
ccive even trom inanimate creatures; it a Die or 
a Card run amiſs, our reſcentments are preſent- 
ly vented upon him; he is protaned and vilitied, 
as if he were the Gheat that rookt us of our me- 
wy , becauſe he does not ſecure us trom thoſe 
lofles, to which we wantonly expoſe our ſelves ; 
nor isit only our cager and warmer paſſions that 
thus invade him : Our pleaſanter moods do the 
rery ſame, and we blaſpheme by way of divertiſe- 
ment; every impertinent ſtory or infipid Feft, 
muſt have the haut-goulſt of an Oath to recom- 
mend it, as every incredible Narration has to at- 
teſt it: to ſay nothing of thoſe more ſolemn and 
tcliberate perjuries , wherein we impioully ſu- 
born Gods venerablc and dreadful name, to be the 
Fngin of our fraud and malice : and as if we 
thought he would forſwear as well as we, bring 
tim to countenance thoſe Crimes he has vowed 
to puntſh, Thus do we with a prodigious impic- 
ty contaminate even divinity itſelf, make it the 
11 


9k for all our puddles ro run into ; and proſti- 
tute that name, which, as the Pſalmiſi ſpeaks, is 
rreat, wonderful and holy , to all the unholy pur- 
poſes, our Paſſions , our Intcreſt, or our Phan- 
cies can ſuggelt to us. 


THIS 
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THIS profaneneſs is ſo proper a foundation 
for Atheiſm, that we arcnot to wonder fo ler 
ſo many advance trom the one to the other ; they 
pay ſo little of th: reverence due to God, that at 
laſt they turn their 1mprety into argument, and in- 
fer him not to be God, whom they treat ſo unlike 
one. And truly this ſeems to be the grand picce 
of Logick, which has diſputed many , not only 
out of Chrifttan, but all natrve Religion. How 
unhappily ſuccesful it has proved among us, is 
too apparent in thoſc mpious diſcourſes which 
arc every where heard , wherein men arc arrivd 
to ſuch a licenciouſneſ(s, that Davids Atherf# was 
a modeſt Puny, who only ſaid in his Hearr, 

# no God, and perhaps upon that account ſhall ! 
ſome be adjudged ro dc _ the Ep 1ther the 
Pſalmift gives him, and be indeed thought a fool, 
that would not own what would now a days fo 
certainly denominate him a WW, or in the ſole 
ſ{tylc, a Miſter of Reaſon. And indeed they will 
atteſt the property of the {tyle, they _ 4 
verning Reaſon, than being govern d by it ; ot! 
wiſc twould be hard to diſcern , hovy tro! & "3 
rent premiſſes the ſame conciuſ1on ſhould be indy 
ced : and thoſe who in the late adverſe rimes 
denicd God in revenge of their ſufterings, ſhould 
novy pay their gratitude alſo in the ſame manner 
and renounce himas(or more)loudly,fince his tis 
nal atteſtation of that r12hteous canſe;his not own 
ing whereot was then their prencepal plea. Thd 
truth is, tis a little ſtrange hovy Arthcilm could 
admit ſuch cnhanling acceſiions as we find it has; 
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for its being the completion and higheſt ſtepof 
111, and that to which all others do but ſubordi- 
nately tend, one would think, it ſhould from its 
rat firſt appearance in the world , have been ſo ma- 
in- W turc and full grown a fin , as could be capable of 
like WM no improvement ; but ſo ſubtilly wicked are theſe 
ece Ml later days , that we can never be brought to a 
nly 1901 ultra , but (till hind {omething ro add ro the 
low I compleateſt fin : therefore though of thoſe that 
, is Þ arcrcally Athciſts, one cannot be ſaid to be more 
ich W fo than another, yer ſome may be more daringly, 
ivd WW and miſchicvoully ſo; and ſure in that reſpect 
was MW our modern ſurmount all former : They were 
ere I generally on the defenſive part, took up the tenet 
| by WW as a buckles againſt the unwelcome invaſions and 
the MW Checks of conſcience, and defign'd nothing but 
F20h, the more peaceable enjoyment of their luſts ; but 
5 {0 ww mcn do not only uſc,but love it ; make them- 
:mn Wl ſelves its avowed Champrons, ſeek to win it Proſe- 
will tes; and in ſhort, appear fo zealous ferit, as 
70- Wl it they made it their re/2g:0n to have none. And 
here W God knows, too many ſuch reverſed kinds of 
Hrc Evangelifls we now have, who with as great de- 
1du- WF lign untcach Divinity, as the firſt Propugners 
mes W taught it; and their number and boldneſs have ſo 
uid WF cncreas'd fince the return ot our peace, that ſure 


ner, W the next Age will have little cauſe to think Re- 
9- W /:g10n had any ſhare in the Reſtoration. Thus have 
wn W we done our parts to ſuperſede that obligation of 
Inc WF ſerving God in holineſs , by leaving no God to 


ul WF ferve; and after the moſt ſignal atteſtation of 
h45; WF his Deity in our reſcue, we do like thoſe merate 


perſons, 


perſons, who ſ{cck to ſubvert thoſe by whom them- 
ſelves were cſtabliſht, anddeny him becauſe he has 
own'd us. 

THIS is the holmes wherewith we haw 
ſerv'd him , fince our being deliver'd from the 
hands of onr Enemies, and our righteonſne({ has 
been very proportionable ; tor it we look Into the 
dealings of all ranks of men, we ſhall find the 
ſame vein of decert run through all tranſ- 
A few years fince Sequeſtration and plu: 1c ungs, 
thoſe whole-ſale robberies had fo over-tr the 
reſt, that like an Epridemuick diſeaſe th 1 over- 
whelm'd, if not the bind, yet at leaſt che notice 
of all other Injuſtices : but fince thoſe Levis 
thans are withdrawn, the lefſer Devourers ſupply 
their place; Fraud ſucceeds to Violence ; and in 
all places, all occaſions of commerce, we itil 
meet with Scqueſtrators. The adulterated wares, 
and falſc mcaſures im Shops ; the dilatory pro- 
cccedings, and ® valive tricks in Law : the YAIrWwOus 
and unworthy C ;hcats oft Creditors, and the mean 
and diſhoneſt advantages which are watchr in all 
ſorts of Contrafls, arc too irrefragable proof; 
hereof. Nay, not only our Buſineſs, but our 
very recreations expoſe us to theſe deccits, 23 
ſome of our bankrupted Gameſters can too fadly 
witneſs; what troops of Harpyes attcnd thoſc 
ſports is every mans obſervation : 'Tis ſtrange fo 
many ſhould yet be to learn the prudence to 
avoid ſo known a danger, wherein a man 15at 
once made active and paſſive in the ſane Rob 
bery, anddocs himſelf defraud his family of that, 


whcrco! 
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whereof he is defrauded by another. But amongſt 
theſe many injuſtices, rhere is none wherein Men 
ſeem generally to find ſuch a gult and ſenſuality, 
2s thoſe wherein God is concern'd ; twenty Lay- 
bootics hamor them not ſo much as one from the 
Clergy ; and it the Quakers ſhould be muſtered 
according to that one Tenet of not paying 
Tvthes, we ſhould indeed find their numbers 
frmidable. How ſubtle cven the rudeſt per- 
ſons are in defaulking thoſe dues, we ſee by every 
days experiment, the over-reaching their Mini- 
ſer being the grand Triumph of a Kuſticks wit ; 
ſo that not only their covetouſneſs , but their va- 
nity is concern'd in it : | know 'tis the uſual apo- 
ly for this kind of Sacriledge, that cither the 

tintenance of the Clergy is too much, or their 
merit too little ; for the firſt, I think it may be 
demonſtrated, That there is no Irberal Scrence, and 
but few Mechanick trades, trom which a man may 
not hope as plentiful a ſubſffence, as this affords 
to the generality of its profeſſors : However I 
ſhall leave thoſe that make this objection to diſ- 
pute it with that authority, which has allotted 
them this proportion ; defiring them to confider, 
that whatever the ſupport of the Clergy is, 
coſts them nothing ; no man having Purchaſt 
more, than what remains of the Eftare, after his 
Tythe is paid. As to the ſecond, 1 confeſs "ris 
extremely to be wiſht, that the neglroence and 
vice ofSome did not give too much pretence to the 
Allegation ; and to ſuch I cannot bur apply the 
words of our Saviour, Mat. 18.7. Wo be tothe 
man 


man by whom the off ence cometh ; yer Ccrtainly tis 
very incompetent, rojuitifhec the detention of their 
legal rights: tor till the Law which has aflign'd 
them, delegate rhe Fortcirure to me, the greateſt 
enormities of my Paſtor, cannot cntitle me roany 
thing that is bu:And aun what blame ſocvcr is 
really duc to ſome, we mult Expect it ſhould ex 
tend to all, it the * M—_ WCIC £0 have the he. 
nche of thc Mulct:and (as in the latc contulions 
all Miniſtcrs ſhould be made [candalons, in vides 
to the making them poor. 

TWERE calicto draw up a far larger Ca 
taloguc ot thotc IHjuUfprices WC daily COMMIT; For 
as a man has divers other concerns belides his 
goods, ſo he may bc injur d in all thoſe : anderw- 
ly the iniquity- of theſe days, ſeems tully com- 
menſuratc to all rhe {uttering capacities ot man- 
kind : we wergh our own and others Concerns in 
very differing balances, and offer thoſe Injurics 
without any regret, which we can with no pati- 
ence ſuffer : How nicely Jealous is every one of 
us of his own Repute, and yet how malicioully 
Prodigal ot other mens * So that Decetamation is 
become one of our main Topicks ot diſcourſe. tar 
wiſhes entertainment to all companics ; the pre- 
ſent owe their Divestilemcent to the 45ſent , and 
many would be drain'd quite dry , were it not tor 
this reſerve, which like an uncxhauſtible ſpring, 
ſtill ſupplics treſh matter of talk. In like man- 
ner how carctully do we avert any hurt or mutila- 
tion of our own bodies , and yer how bartbaroully 
inconſideratc arc we of others, tg whom we do ths 
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228 eMiſchiefs ariſing from Miſt akes Chap.$. 


Chap.s. | concerning Almig hty God,&c, 229 


ccatelt out-rages, rather than uſe any violence 
zour Paſſion, or reſtrain an angry Humor : on- 


ly | confeſs there is one Initance, wherein rhough 


care unjuſt, we arc not fo paritat; bur expole 
xr ſclves alſo; and that is in the calc of Duels ; 


« arbarous cuſtom whercin 'tis hard to detine, 


hether the Wiickedneſs or Folly be greater; yet 
it maintains its way in ſpight oft all the methods 
God has us'd to make us better or wiſer : Of 
his there are too many, and too noted inftances 
fince our reſtoration , as if we were fo cnamour'd 
of deffruttion, that when we are prevented of it 
from our Enemies, we (cck it from one another ; or 
hought publick Peace (o intolerable, that when 
tis calt upon us (as ſure ours, it ever any may be 
laid to be) we are tain to take in private quarrels, 
3 our reſcue from that dull quiet, and court the 
utmoſt miſe biefs , to avoid the oppreſſion of the 
preatelt ineſs. Thus perverily do we coun- 
erminc 'Gah, purpoſes of kindneſs ; and when he 
tas ſecurd us , folicitoufly feek to be deliver'd 
rom our ſafety 5 project new dangers, and dare 
dis power with a yet harder Task, the delivering 
w from our ſelves: And whilclt we thus avert our 
quiet, tis no wonder that we produce no berrer 
ettedts of ir ; nor fructific under that, which we 
#1! not permit our ſelves to enoy. 
AND as upon this general view, we appear 
ery al | managers of our Peace, ſo ſhall we much 
more, it we reflect on thoſe many particular 
lefſings which are wrapt up in that, of which 
* make ſo perverſe uſe, that we therein no leſs 


() violate 
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violatc Sobreety, than we have already apt cries 
do piety and righteouſneſs ; ſo hiling up the mes 
{ure of Our 1n1quary by tranſgrelitng all the tun 
damental rules of Chriſtianity, {Tine ncither 

berly, riebteouſly, mor Godly in this pref nt world. 


; 
Tit. 2.12. And of thoſc advant ages whach 1 arc the 
appendages to Peace, there are two molt em 


nent ; Plenty and Liberty, both ot which are the 
more remarkable in our pretent quict, by hoy 
much the det rivation Or CAacn Was cnc gIcatcet F or 
thc hr{t,we knovy the Late times of rapim:, had torn 
trom many among us their whole ſubliltence, þ 
entirely defpoil d them that they were reducd to 
fobs condition , and connectcd the two extreme 
points of Birth and De at] | by 2 middic (tate 

the like nakedneſs and d« Ritz tion : and to ſuch, 
our latc reſioration Was 2 Lind ot Civil reſurrettt 
on, rais d them like El:fa s dry boncs , trom thc 
moſt hopeleſs ſtate, _— DY 2 {ucceſhive policſh 
on of their own Inherit ances, made them hers! 
themſ(elves, And trand all werc not ſo wholly 
diveltcd , yet like thoſe Cancanites whom the 
Fews did not cxtirpare, they were put under It 
butc : and while perſons, who knew ſo vvell hon 
to cxact, were Lords Paramount , a bare being 
was all could bc cxpectcd; they ſeem'd rather 
Stewards than Owners of their fortunes, and had 
rathcr =_ trouble, than advantage of their Mans 
gery : And vvho vvould not think that this ſo long 
vvant of plenty ſhould have taugt t us fobnct) 
in the uſing it * That 4 fas etude ſhould have vvon 
out the Skill of luxury, and vvc ſhould r: t have 
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known how tobe riotous : but alas, our memo- 
K2 ms Navi been foo t ithta! rous in this Particu- 


un- lar: no one of our vanirics 15 tail n info « DIV ON, 


r jo- WY but on the contrary the art of Votupruoutnets fo 
wid, improved, as if all the time that was loft trom 
the MW the Prattick , had been (pent in theT7 y. and 
4 we had for ſo many years been contriving new 
Ie kinds and depre: $ OF Cxccils Ind | ' 
bow Wl fore, we retain'd the afedtion , when we had loft 
For i the power of rioting ; and 'tis not our proſperity 
torn il ſeduces us, but weir, For as the Swi thuun i it 
, OM lends irs rays to the begetring of the vilett 1 
d to fettr, vet makes no fuch pProductio! by 
cme ape matter, flrme and putrefattion : | 
c Ol would the moſt opulent tortunc mako us fentunl, 


uch, did it rot find us diſpos'd and prepar'd tor it. 
'ect1 How torcible thoſe propenſjions are, appears by 
1e2c the multitude of objects on which they wor! 
cfl1- For the y had need be ſtrong Inclina ; that 
Tm toc in all Opportunities , nav poſitbilifics of 
101/yM:ctuar ng themſiclves, and ſuch tis evident ours 
| the Were, there being nothing capable of miniſtring 
I-Mto luxury, which we uſe not to that purrooſe 

hon Uur Miz ct Sno 1 ngcr apP IITLONE ' roour Hun 


— * Taſts : fo that the Stoma SAN 

atherill wp hard matrer of FEatins: frrves on 
d bodily to ri conv thoſt loadswe charoe it with,whilett 
Los Wis El:Ctions and Choi re toreſtall'd by the 
lon? y [ 1HFT. ® 2 4 CT PETIA 1 ' | FITTH ; 
ICT BS 2 n Ative \ ICC, not allowcd to r 
YVors either | T xn 4 quantity deſtructive ro if : 


; Nav We dovvith ſtudic mixtures force our reluCting 
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appetites, and with all the Spells ot Epicuriſm, 


conjure them up that we may have the pleaſure of 


laying them again. Thus unworthily treache 
rows are we to Nature, which while we pretendto 
relieve, we oppreſs, by giving her not only beyond 
her need, but ſufterance : And to ſhew we are us 
leſs dextrous in mixing ſims than meats ; our 
ry Pride (though in itſclt an intelleCtual vice 
mingles with our Gluttony ; every thing is inf 
pid that is not coltly; and it is thought an ignoble 
Peaſant-like thing tocat a plain meal : Nor i 
he now to be lookt on as a Gentleman, whoſe 
ſingle Ordinary colts not as much as would be 
(and himſelf would perhaps ſome years fince 
have thought) .a fair exhibition tor ſome whole 
familics. And that we may not be charg d with 
partial mmtemperance , we go not leſs in thatot 
drink ; whercin we are ſo nice and critical , that 
tis become a ſpecial skill and faculty to judges 
Iiquors : But how great ſocver our curioſity be, 
"ris ſurc our exceſs is greater , and docs not on 

over-match bur ſupplant it ; ther- being nodiin nk 
ſo unpleaſant, which the love of a debauch wil 
not reconcile us to. So great a malice do 
bear to our reaſon, that to oppreſs iT, WE Arec y 
tent to expolc our darling, and do violence toou 
very ſenſe. How unha ppily predominant thi 

brutiſh Vice is, necd not here | bc told, fince it ro 

evidently atteſts irſclt to every mans obſervat 
on, it no longer ſeeking the ſhelrer of night 
and darkneſs , but impatient ot ſuch delay, ap 
pears in the broadeſt light; and he is now # 
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iſm. Ml (.w paced druntard, that has not  finiſhe his courſe* 
re of perh; aps begun ano ther, before the Sun has ended 
«he-W his: nay, fo is the Scene chang'd, that ſobriety is 
1d to become a re proachful thi ing ; (auch as even thoſe 
youd Ml who valuc it dare not own, and are cither driven 
cuoW to pr-/ rve it by ſhifts and artifices, orclſe chuſe 
re 7 4:47 it rather than hazard the ſcandal. And 
vice) cortait v this is the great advantage this fin has 
int for thc propagating itſelf; for 'tis impoſhble 
odic Wl B-alizlity ſhould be {fo univerſally agreeable to 
or 5 mankind, that all ſhould purſuc it out of appetite 
nol 2nd liking : "tis this Fear that engages many in 
d & it: and t hongh it hath roo many voluntiers , yer 
10: ſure tis this preſs that helps ro make up It's num- 
noe tr; which as it ſpeaks the great baſeneſs of 
with thoſe who are thus aſham'd both of Picty and Hu- 
ar 08 manity, and had rather ccaſc to be men, than ap- 
pear to be Ghriftians ; ſo is it a fad indication of 
gs National impicty, a fatal Symptome that we 
have ncer fl1'd up the mc aſurc of our iniquities, 
0n'\B and arc ripened for the woes denounced againſt 
010 88 thoſe who call evil 7004, and good evil, Eſay 5 
WA which ſure was never more palpably done than 
TE in this inſtance, wherein temperance 15 branded 
cor tor if nature, and dulneſs of humor ; w hileſt the 
ou molt ſwinih exceſs mult paſs for ſocrableneſs, 
0 friendſhip, and hoſpitality ; names which have 
1008 ben fo long proftituted, that they have loſt their 
Vat native ute, and men have for 70t thoſe very di. 
LOU {tne things to which they orig nally bc long d > 
PF vet ſure ſuch once there were : 'God made us foci» 
ue Ie creaturs nd we might ſtill continue fo 
| 0) 2 upon 
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upon the ſtrength of that firſt principle,and need 
not Owe our imiercourſe to our debaucheries ; no, mc 
nor our tricndſhips neither, which have been {6 ff + 
| ng preſervd that way, that there is fl t 
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nothing morc obvioully, and ti quently violates Wl y 
CHCl, NAys, indc 4 th whole LPCCICS Ot reg! ' 
b ticndlliips fcems to be extinct, fincc this fatty. © 
teozs fort took place. Men think it cnough (x; If 
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inde d tis too much ( to damn themſelves with wi 
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any thing? cilc: And furc it this be friend bp, tis c 
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tran{murcd into that of Sin; for we daily { 
l 
: 
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reverit kind of it, as mult have as prepoſte- V! 
T0 s2a UD init > TO! none thar | 1 VET been £ U 
ven by Drivines or Philoſophers will fit it. The like C 
T12\ o= 6-77 / pitaltty, wi Ch furc 1s In If Pt ' 
F rnAul + 4 \VCTI\ dilta it make rom Ti IS , UC V1 
liodhd to iohiete Strangers, not burthen them: & 
- >= | ; | Fe hs ' | 
Curc their wants indeed, but not by tne worle © | 
cChanvgc of 2a Surfcit ; So that thc ancient and the 
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xced MY this fin is grown is too viſible : we need not trace 
no, men 1nro the IT PTIVACIES An 1 recellcs, themiclyes 
n ff willingly proclaim their guilts; nay, dread 
reis thing lo much as the opinion of deing innocent : 
ates Ml yea to out-dated a 1 - is Modetty now become, 
real @ that cven that Sex, to which it was once account- 
Ki rd Fc * greateſt ornament, have pur it oft, look on 
x it 2s 2 picce of kuſtierty , and country: breeding : 


\ 
vith a cr this | ulling down m fence be an Indi- 
arc MW cation they arc willing to lic common, 1 ſhall not 
ſee BW determine £; but furc that very free, and conf 
a — ur now in utſc, is roo apt to invite 


tet all21 nd rakes oft all that Extcnuation of 
tis W crime, ch was wont to bc allowed that Scx, 
[te- upon thi [upp fition of their bein  {cduced? Thus 
00 publiſh our fin as Sodom, and it we confſt- 
ir how much boldneſs ic has gain'd ſince the 
Cr now MUCcn DOIancis IT nas gain NCC TNE 


T0- return Of our proſperity ; 'twill bc probable that 
ace ours allo has been tomented by fulneſs of bread, 
md abundance of Idleneſs, Ez. 1. 6. That our 
Cx Plenty 1s very {ſublcrvicnt fo it, APppcars by the 
the traſt expence wherewith many men manage this 
ice : And that our Idicncls is fo too, is no lefs 


. R 
nt by the 'FT portions Of Time Thar arc [pent 


{: purſuits, it being, as the great delign, 

20! t (| al buſineſs of too many mens 
oh As tor the ranecdy which God has af- 
B IT ICT VCS NOW only ro exaſperate tne 

| Marriaoc with too many only advances 


INTMICAaTION TO adultery F and ſuperadds 
to unclicannects . th lc (a6 r "_ inds arc 

3 ;mpſon withs, broken upon every a{lault of 
0 4 the 
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Se... 
the Philiſtines,and the very thought of being con- 
find makes men more apt to range : For alas, 'tis 
not their needs bur their Phancies they are to pro- 
vide for, and that is ſo endleſs, that the greateſt 
liberty of Polygamy would never fatisfic it : the 
ſame quarce] would lie then to multiplicd wives, 
which docs now to fin; ple; | mean,that they were 
their own: And how CEOUS {oever their flock 
were, 'twould not ſccure their poor neighbours 
only Lamb; eſpecially when tis confider'd, that 
in this they gratific two fins at once, their vant 
as well as their luſt ; their complacence in under: 
mining the Husband, being generally as great, as 
that in emoying the Wite. And it Pride abſtract- 
edly and in its own nature be, as Solomon lays, x 
abommation to the Lord, certainly when tis thus 
complicated, it mult be infinitcly more ſo, and 
aſcertain a concurrence of thole Fudgements, 
which arc {ingly threatncd tocach of thoſe Sins; 
what thoſe arc, I wiſh guilty perſons would ſeri 
ouſly ponder , and then they would ſurely think 
their momentary pleaſures much over-bought. 
Burt alas, ſuch a taſcinating ſin this is, as alloss 
men no liberty of contidcration, they go ona 
rhe wiſe- man ſays, Prov. 57. 22. with the ſame ſtu 
Toney that an Ox goeth to the laughter : or,a fool to 
the corretflion of the fiocks; and while every body 
4 Ws 5 the te {ts of thcir Vice in their ws 
ſtcd bodies. and ruin'd efates ; themiclves are the 
lait chart diſccrn I, purſuc the many” till rhe very 
laſt remains of ſtrength and wealth are exhault 


cd, and nothing lctr them but diſeaſe and begger 
(): 
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Ot f the truth of this, there have been too many 
fad examples, though it ſeems not yet enough, 
to give caution to Others. 
A N D to thelſc /uſts of the fleſh,we ſpare not to 

add rhoſe ot the eye alſo; for fo lurcly we may 
properly call all thoſe Luxuries which adapt 
t «<mſclves peculiarly ro'that Faculty; ſuch are 
the gazety of Apparel, r:chneſSot Furniture, and 
all the ſplendor of Equipage, which has nopro- 
pricty to any other ſcnſe, but that of ſeerng, and 
1s loſt it it be not lookt on : And though theſe 
ſcem to difter much from that Gor etouſueſ which 
Sr. Fobn is ſuppoſed ro comprehend in thatPhraſe, 
the one being the ten, Icy , the other the profuſion 
of Money ; ; yet they are but ſeveral branches of 
he ſame Sin,and are diverfined only by a various 
application to the Obj-& : tor in {trict ſpeaking, 
he that coyets Gold and Silver to lay on his back, 
54s properly covetous , as he that deſigns it only 
to fill his coffers. But beſides the propriety theſe 
exceſſes have to that title, they have no leſs claim 
tothat enſuing, The Pride of Life; ir being cvi- 
dent rhat they are both Eft:Cts and Fomenters of 
Pride : and ſure this ſets but an ill Character u 
on them, that when the Apoſtle has divided all t 
luſt, O7 t the world into t/ Yee forts, theſe bid {0 Fair 
to to of them. I would not here be underſtood to 
condemn that Decency and moderate Expence, 
which agree to the ſeveral _ and qualities of 
Perſons, there being not only a lawfulneſs, but 
ſome _ of civil neceſſuty tor ſuch DiſtinCtions : 
a0r is the lev cling P1 inciplc hitter to be admitted 
in 
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in Habir, than in Title or E {tarc : That which] 
acculc is quite another thing , it being that inor- 
dinatc pI tulion, which docs NOT « nly excced the 
abiliry and fortunc ot the Perſon , bur the DIO- 
portion of his rank and condition ; and ſo con- 


: 


tounds that diſtinction it ſhould preterve, and le- 
vels us the wrong way : it being more tolerable 
that all ould bc P; a[antr, than all Lords. And 
this® thc irregularity that many ſcem to wh 6 it, 
there being not only an emulation of pomp and 
bravery among equals, but thoſc of the nm oft di. 
ſtant « ualitics, there {c Ccmmg now no othcr mes- 
ſure than the utmoſt extent ot rheir money or cre- 
dit ; the later whereof is often fo {tretchr, that it 
not only c: icks iffclt, but by an unhappy COnra 
pion, breaks thoſe it deals with , and like a Gra 
nadotcars Towns in picces : The many ruin d Fa- 
milies of Tradeſmen do too ſadly atrcſt this: 
would God our Gallarts would confider how un- 
equa} It is,that many ſhould want neceſſary cloath- 
mz, only to maintain the ſuperflurty of theirs; an 
Injuſtice which not only upon a reliz: 

Intick account deſerves the ſevereſt Repro' 

fince Divine Laws will not rcftrain it, ewere vv 
it Humane wcrc P1 vided : though I cont 
'ewcre not cafic to find out penal: 

thoſe, whom tic wants fo uſually 

exccilcs will not diſcourage. 

was once thought peculiar ro 1 

I cannot ſay tha Cx Cc ex 
(becauſe cach {till keeps its own , tog 
thoſe of the « ver 1 
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municated thaw: nd as the women of this Age 
or hve tranſcrib'd maſculine Vices, ſo the men have 
he fmninine; this particularly, wherein they ſcem 
rO- tully ro anſwer the Copy, they being as Critical- 
n- ly knowing in all the m yſtcrics of vanity, and as 
le. d 1Vcnt in Ic Jucins ! their ſpeculation to prattice, 


le any the molt extravagant temale. Indeed both 


a4 the one and the other purſuc this folly Wi fo 
Rt, orcat an expence of Care, Time, and Money, as 


nd it to be hne and happy were the ſame thing, and 
di- cio res had been my d tor thcir Cloaths, 
” -ather than their cloaths tor their Bodies. 

Te- AND now when all F > luxurics are to be 
if (ervd, it had need be an exorbirant t plc nry that 
S hall Cupply them: and thar will untold the riddle 


” 1wnt : ng us, ot ſo many hs POOrer 
79 ice thev recovered their cltares, than when 
+ ecy vi intcd them : Our revenue how large locvcr, 
1N- IOC oo d and cncumber'd with our vices, that 
fi cnc\ mould rawayv, and only [erve rO Carry other 
an mcns 1 | Thi by O1yn credit torunain debr, 


[ here ar cu ( : as {uch unmcrcitul ecxatiors as 
nd r own Luſts: the one vicans after the other, 


ell ill they induce ſuch a ſcarcity, as the Prophet 
s, [ Ec{cribes, T. 2. That which the Palmer-worm 
x; ith left hath the Lt: # exten, and that which the LLs- 

[ Fr, D.CT6 t/ # ( 'j "01 Worm earn, ind that 
ut) theGankeor-morm hath left hath the Caterpillar 
So that in ctHcEt ; we have only changed 
re, reftors, and arc as much ur more exhauſt- 
th 'r own tins, as we were betore by other 
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we have the guilts as well as the ſufferings : Thus 
do we rob our ſelves, and create want in the midſt 
of all that abundance God has given us, uſing our 
plenty as the Benjamites did the Levites Concu- 
bine, Fude-19. force and proſtitute it,till we de. 
ſtroy it; and the ſimilitude holds in this alſo, 
that what wc thus violatc is not our own ; for ler 
us phancy what we will, certainly our ſuperflu; 
tres are more the poors Right than ours, aſlign'd 
to them by God the 2rand Prop: ictor. $9 that 
our Exccſlcs have, bclides their proper gurlt, that 
of mjaſtice ſuperadded ; and when the cry of the 
poor ſhall be joyn'd to thoſe of our riots, they will 
certainly be too clamorous to let vengeance any 
longer ſleep. 
1HIS is the account we can give of our plen- 
ty, and that of our {iberty is not much better; 'tis 
not long fince that arbitrary tyranny expird, 
which gave us no other meaſures of our dutics or 
uniſhments, than the will or avarice of the Im- 
poſers: And then how did we gaſp to be under 
the conduct and ProteCtion of known determinate 
Lans? Yet now we have them , who conſiders 
them, or is regulated by them ? Between the {:- 
cenciouſneſs of Inferiors,and the remiſneſs of Supe- 
riors, they arc rendred things only of form, not 
uſe; for while the one violates , and the other 
connives, what can they ſignifi: ? And though 
there be never ſo many new Laws made to aflert 
the old, yet we ſee they ſerve for little but to par- 
take of the ſame contempt with the others, and 
are but like the Ghrmeras of an Htopran State ſage 


ly 
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ly contriv'd, but to no purpoſe. "Tis the Exe- 
cution of Laws that gives them a real andeffe- 
Give being, and withour that, amid{t our great 
volumes we are yet deſtitute, and may too proba- 
bly experiment the truth of that Ax1ome, that "25 
better to live where nothing # lawful, than where all 
things are. Indeed it we remember how the Sta- 
tutcs of Omrs were kept, with what a tameneſs 
the ſcvereſt Impolitions of the late Hſurpers were 
ſubmitted to, we have reaſon to think, coercrow is 
the ſureſt Principle of vulgar obedience; though 
withol it ſcts but an ill mark upoa us, who know 
ſo auch better how to be ſlaves, than ſubjeftr. 
And as we are reſtor'd to our crw1h Liberty, fo as 
2 branch or conſequent of that, we arc fo our per- 
ſoral alſo: We weic lately in the condition 
Chriſt forctold to St. Peter, carricd by others 
whither we would not, Fo. 21. 19. but now we 
eird our felves and go whither we will ; and alas, 
what uſe do many ot us make of this freedom ? Is 
it not viſible, that ncicher our publick or private 
aflairs are the better attended But on the con- 
trary wearc in a reſtleſs purſuit of impertinent 
or vicious paſtimes , go pilgrimages to our plea- 
ſures, wander about trom this ſport , that meet- 
ing to another, till many of ys forget we have any 
other concerns in the world ,” and are as much 
ſtrangers to our own homes,as when we were for- 
cibly detain'd thence : And tor ſuch I know not 
whether the former reſtraint be not cligible, to 
be 2 priſoner being a kind of reſcue to him , that 
would otherwiſe be a vagrant. 


THESE 
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THESE arc the «ſes we make of thoſe at. 
vant ages whercot God has repoſlc!t us. I know 
tis to0 envious a task to diſtribute theſe accuſati. 
ons to every Rank and Order of men among us: 
L have here given them in the lump, and wiſh tha: 
not only ſuch degrees, but cach perſon would 
adapt to himſclf his peculiar ſhare , whercin con- 
trary to other aividends, | tcar the only Immoidae- 
ſty and Injittice roo will generally be, for every 
one not to carve liberally tor himſelf. However, 
tis ſurc in the grois they make up the Charatter 
of a moſt barbaroully unerateful Nation. God 
was plcaſcd to return our peace , before we had 
torſaken our ſins, as it he meant to try our inge- 
nuity ; that we who had been ſo much worſe than 
beaſts under the former method, that no ſtripes 
would diſciplinc us, might have this advantage to 
redeem our credit, and be drawn with theſe cords 
of a man : but we have put off not only pzety but 
humanity, and arc cqually untractable to all me- 
thods. And now who can rctrain trom Moſess 
paſſronate 4 1poſt! opl E, Do Je T1415 Yequite the Lord 
O fooliſh people ana unwiſe ? Deut. 2. 6. Unwilc 
indecd , that from the moſt benigne purp: ſe ot 
God, cxtract nothing but our own meſchrief : arc 
the poorer for 0 is Liberalitics, and the worle tor 
his Goodneſs ; by a pre pol terous uſc fo wear out 
our Blefſings: that thcy ccalc to be, ar lcaſt ro be 
Bleſſings : And it they once fall trom that, there 
15 no middic torm tor them to a allumc - they CON» 
vert into the direct contrary , and become the 
fatalleſt Curſes , more hcavy taan thoſe which 
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tion adding malignity, and no Fury being Cam 


treme, as that which bottoms upon repell'd and 
writated Love. Gods mercies are like thoſe ps- 
Hurrs , Which according to the different poſition 
of the beholder,carry dittcrent Repreſentations ; 
f we will (till (tand on the wrong fide , and nor 
take them in their more amiable appearance, we 
ſhall find they can put on a dreadful : his Good- 
nels will not b« hnally unoperative; if we will not 
permit it to lead us to repentance twill drive us to 
defruftion. I am ſurc we have all reaſon to ex- 
pect I& ſhould exert his power as eminently 
2p2inft us, as he has denc for us ; unleſs perhaps 
he {ces that is not neceflary to our ruine ; for in- 
deed let him but ſtand by and not interpoſe his 
omnipotence for us,he may truſt us to be his Ex- 
ecutioners , our Vices having a natural as well as 
moral Efficacy to deſtroy us. And who knows 
whether that be not the reaſon of his {cemingcon- 
nivance , that he forbears to ſtrike us, to give us 
up to thoſe more tatal wounds we inflict on our 
(clves ; this alas, we have too much cauſe to tear, 
for tis ſure, tis not our mnocence that PIVCS US Im- 
punity, but 'tis more than probable tis our mcor- 
r101bleneſs; that God gives us over with a why 
ſho old ye be ſmitten any more © Will not proſtitute 
his Judgments ; but as the baſelt of Malefuttors 
leave us to the baſcſt of Executroners , and let our 
iniquitics become our ruine. This as it is the fe- 
verelt purpoſe God can cntertain towards us , fo 
tis our moſt important concern to avert. And 


() 


were were originally  defign 'das ſuch; that deoenera- 


O that we, who have ſo perverſly reſiſted all the 
deligns of his love, would now try to defeat that 
of his anger, rob him of thoſe inteſtine avengers 
within our own breaſts, thoſe fleſhly lufts which 
fight againſt the Soul, x Pet. 2.10. which do not 
only provoke, but execute his W rath, and make 
us more miſcrable than Hel itſclt could do with- 
out them; and God knows 'tis more than time for 
us to ſcek an eſcape trom fo formidable miſchieft : 
O let us not contract on minutes delay , let us 
caſt our ſelves at the feet of our offended God, 
and as thoſe who are condemn'd to diſgracetul 
Exccutions,uſc to petition for ſome death of leſs 
Infamy, as a boon and favour ; 1{o Ict us beg, that 
he will plcaſc to think us worth his own correction; 
that whatſocver we ſuftcr from his hand, yet that 
me may not (like to Herod) be deliver'd up to the 
loathſome fortune of being devour'd by our own 
patrefaction. In a word, let us form Darids 
choice into an importunate prayer , and carneltly 
beg that we may fall into the hands of God, and nt 
into the hands of men,at leaſt not of our ſelves, who 
are more to be dreaded than all our other Ene- 
mes. 

INDEED till we do thus,our proſperities 
are far from real , and do in this juſtiftic our molt 
mutinous repinings, that we arc never the better 
for them, nay, much the worſe; yer ſince 'tis on- 
ly we that have cnervated them, they will ſtand 
upon our account in their proper weight and vs 
lue : When our receipts are farmed up, God will 
charge us with them, not as thoſe cmpry uſeleſs 
thing! 
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things we have made them, bur as thoſe great and 
folid bleſſings he intended them. And certainly 
this is molt deplorable ill managery, to reſerve 
nothing to our ſclves but rhe burthen and account 
of our vood things; to cnjoy nothing, and yet be 
anſwerable tor all. In ſecular things men uſually 
pay with ſome regret for thoſe things, ot which 
they have only anticipated the uſe: But with 
what diſmal rcluctancies ſhall we come to pay 
tor theſe, of which we have made no advantage * 

And muſt theretorc pay the dearcr becauſe we 
« ic not ; it being not ſo much the things, as our 
l loying of them to our benctit, whereof God 

+ Car even His anger is then only in- 
cens'd, when we refift his love; and his only 
quarrel to us is, for fruſtrating his defign of ma- 
king us happy. And ſurc thoſe well deſerve his 
wath, that will provoke it on ſuch terms ; yet fo 
perverſe is the chorce, as of all ſinners in general, 
lo eſpecially of thy Nation at this time, who 
have all before us which might make us happy in 
both worlds, if we did not Madly afteEt to be ſo 
In neither. God grant we may recover the So- 
bricty to make w:i/cr eleftions, bctorc it be out of 
our power to make any, and we be found to ſtand 

tothe miſchicts of our own wild Option 

TH E Reader will perhaps think I have gone 
beyond the limits of a moderate digreſlon ; bur 
the too great coprouſneſs of the Theme, tbe 
my excuſe: ſuch over-grown Vices cannot well be 
drawn in little ; and where there is ſuch a muitt- 
tude, the molt ſuperficial view ot Each, is rather 
K propor: 
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proportional to a diffinf# Trafi, than to the fer 
Pages it has borrowed in this.. My greater tear 
is, that the cvent may prove it impertinent, 
there being not much hope that a private nhiſper 
ſhall be heard by thoſe, who are deaf to the loudef 
calls of Heaven, and have made no other uſe cf 
thoſe various and ſignal Providences we have been 
under, than to detcat the deſign of them. 
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CHAP. IX 
A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes is 


general, 


FT HESE arc ſome of thoſe many artib- 
ces, whereby Satan like a cunning Pick 
lock, !lyly robs us of our grand treaſare, 
the power and efficacy of our Chriſtianity, and 
leaves us only the empty Carket, the name and 
formal Proftcſſion;thar which ſerves only to make 
us proud, not rich ; confident, not ſafe : And Gol 
knows, ſo many are daily thus betool'd by him, 
many fall as preys to theſe his Stratagems, u 
might, one would think, glut the cagereſt malice, 
and ſuperſcde all ether defigns : but ſo inſatiat: 
is — Devourer, that reta:l-prizes, though 
never ſo frequent, do rather enrage than fatis 
his appetite : He is Encmy not only to this or that 
man, but to mankind in groſs, and therefore asit 
he fcar'd that even his malice might not prove in- 
dctatigabic 
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defatigable enough for ſo many diſtinct | wr pm 


be contrives more compendious methods of de- 
ber ftruction : Frames ſuch Engimes as take off wholc 
lef ranks, nay troops; compounds ſuch aCtive Poy- 
of Wl ſon, 25 like a Peſtyence, kills multirudes at once. 
lc is to0 trivial a Miſchict to annoy the outward 
parts, it is his Maſtcry to ſpread an anſcen ve- 
nome in the Bowels, thence to diffaſe itſelf 
throughout,mix with the vital ſpirit, and convert 
— WW that krndly beat which ſhould animate, into rhoſe 
wild erregular flames which ravine and conſume. 
And this is done by that Peitilential ſpirit of d#- 
11/300, that heat of ds/Þut ation, which has for fo 
many ages poſlcſt and waſted the Gatholick 
Church ; and by an unhappy kind of Magick tranſ- 
6 Wl form d the zeal of Chriſtian pratiice into an itch 
34. of unchriſtian Diſpute ; made the queſtrons about 
our Greed more numerous than the letters of it; 
= and by multitudes and contrariety of Parepbraſes 
m4 ſocontounded and obſcur'd the Text, that what 
wm L anciently the badge and reſſers of Chriſtian 


God Communion, ſerves us for no other purpoſe, but 


wy CE occaſion of breaking it. | o 

ww SO long as the Church retain'd the ſrmplicrty 
lice of Chriſtian doctrine, lookt on her faith 2s the 
fot Foundation of her obedience, and cndcavour'd to 


; Propagate to her Children ſuch an underſtanding 
n of the UNC,25 WAS molt apr ro promote the other - 
| She happily made good the title Ghrift gives her, 


wr Can. 6. of his Love, his Dove, his Hndefil'd one * 
MY but when the Serpent had once got into this Para- 


diſe, infus'd his ſubtilties, and nice intricacicy 
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into mens Brains; and leſt that ſhould not not be 
ruinous enough, his wvezome allo into their 
Hearts: Then began all thoſe unhappy Metamer. 
phoſes, in compariſon of which, thoſe of the Po 
ets arc as trivial as they are Fabulous : then that 
faith which was once inſcparably joyn'd with the 
patience of the Saints, torſvok that tame comps- 
ny, and linkr itſc]t with the molt contrary qus- 
litics of wrath and bitterneſs; and thoſe whoſe 
Protcſſon it was to re/if unto bloud, ftrivi 
againlt fin, purſued to bloud thoſe that reliſted 
them in any of their ſpeculations: Then that 
paſſive Valour which had rendred them fo vene- 
rablc to their Heathen Enemics, converted ſome, 
tired out others, and amaz'd all; ſadly degene- 
ratcd into that active malice, which from perſecs 
ted Chriſtians, cnatitulcd them to that monſtrous 
{tylc ot Ghriitian perſecutors. And that ardest 
love, which had offered up ſo many Holocaults 
to God, was ſupplantcd by that fiery hatred, that 
made no leſs acceptable oblations to Satan. 

THIS miſcrablc and deſtructive change wi 
ſo much the intcrcſt of the Enemy of Souls, that 
we cannot wonder he ſhould ſo ſtudioully pro 
metcit; and indeed never did he at once ſoap 
prove : his malice and ſubtilry : I would I could nat 
ſay ſucceſs alſo, as in this defien; in compariſce 
whereof, all his other Projects ſpeak him but : 
Puny ; this is his one Golrab-Stratagem,which has 
ſerv d him not only ro defie, but even defeat the 
Armies of the Ii: ing God. 


NOR is his Sagacity more obſervable in the 
chorce, 


SY 
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choice, and main dritt of the Deſign, thanin the 
icic Wl £cys of Eficcting it ; had he brought into the 
wer- WH Primitive Church thoſe large ſcrolls of diſpu- 
Po- WW cable points, wherewith he bas fill'd the Modern ; 
that th :t more charitable Age mult nceds have ſtart- 
the led and dilcern'd, that rhat fe 'emY! 1g fe. ou, ie tor 
1pe- Truth, was indeed nothing but a real defies 
1u2- BY 2gainlt Peace ; and would ſurcly never have pa 
1ofc ed with that facred depo WM um, that Pre Clous Ic 71 - 
ing il cy {0 lately bequeath d by Chriſt, tor thoſe 1 2in 
[ted anglings, thoſe School-ſubtiltics which now en- 
hat WW t-ctain the world. Bur as he that would divert 
*nc- z man from the guard ot ſome Important I rea- 
me, By ſurc, alarms him in ſome other of his greateſt in- 
0c- BY irreffs ; fo he at firlt raiſes up Herefres of the grea» 
ecs- e-(t magnitude, wholſlc blaſphemo uUS conſequen- 
ous By cics ſo ſhook the whole Fabrick of Religion, thar 
len WY what was U224bs Raſhneſs, ſeemed then every 
aſty mans adviſcd Duty, TO put hu hand to the upbold- 
hat my of the OTE ang Art. Ho wv could thoſc who 
had been bapt' z'd into the faith of the BlefledTri- 
4 I nitv. ſuftcr the Arians to rob them of the Second 
hat WW Perſon, the Macedonians of the Third, the Vs- 
0B lentimians and Manichees (fo to deſpiſe the Firſt, 
I 25 to (ct up againſt him a Rival principle of be- 
nc BY ing ? How could thoſc who had fo folemnly re- 
for WF nounc'd the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, fee 
2 8 them all bowed to by the tc mporizing, unclcan, 
has WY idolatrous Grzoficks ? Theſe were ſuch invaſions 
ite WF 25 ſeemed to commiſſionate all that conld weild 
the {word of the Spirit to take it up,and cngage in 
the this Warfarc. But all this whilc 'twas a fad Di- 
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lemms to which the Church was drivem; if the 
ave countenance to thele ſeducers, ſhe betrayed 
- faith ; it ſhe entred the conteſt, ſhe violated het 
wnity ; the one would undermine her foundation, 

the other would make a breach in her walls. 
AND thc Devil was too old an Artiſt to lo{ 
the ad: antave; he knew well, that cven a juſt and 
necellary defence docs by giving men acquain- 
tance with War, takc off ſomewhat trom the ad 
horrence of it, and inſenfibly diſpoſe them to far- 
ther Hoſtilities ; and therefore he fail'd not to pro- 
vide ſparks tor that matter, which was now grown 
ſo combuſtible; nor did he always ſend them 
from the bottomleſs pit, but ſometimes borrowed 
fire from the Altar to conſume the Votarics, and 
by the mutual collifion of well-mcant zeal {ot 
even Orthodox Chriſtians in a flame. A mcmo- 
r2ble inſtance of this was the d:/pute about Eafter; 
whercin while the vencration they had of the glo- 
rious Reſurrection of Ghriff, prompted them to 
commemorare it in the cxacteſt manner they 
could, rnc Serpe nt CICeps Into this Paradiſc, and 
though they had the ſame common end, yet en 
occaſion of ſome lirtle diſlenting in the way, the 
heat of devotion in{cniibly degenerated into tha 
of contention; and by being very tenacious of a cit 
cumſitancec of that celebration, they loſt the more 
eſlential requiſite, that of Charity ; kept the Fealt 
indeed, but with the leven of malice, and abſurd- 
ly commemorate the redintegration of his Nats 
ral Body, by mutilating and dividing his M# 
cal, $0 likewiſe in the buſineſs of Rebaptizati- 
07 
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on, while one fide in a pious abhorrence of Here- 
fe, thought the ſtain like that of Original Sin, 
could not be done away by any Purgation lefs ſo- 
lemn than that of Baptiſm, and the other in a juſt 
reverence of ancient cuffom, and jealoufic of immno- 
Taton oppoſed + the Diſpute laſted till the 
Scene was changed, and thoſ: who deliberated of 
the manner of recerving Hereticks into the 
Church, were themſclves as ſuch twrn'd out of it. 
Xo leſs well meant were the Originals of the No- 
ratian and Donati# Herefies, and as cqually un- 
happy were their «ſues: For in them all, when 
bitter Zeal was once fermented, throughars apti- 
tude to receive, and the Devils vigilance to admi- 
tiſter occaſions, the Orthodoxy or Heretic of lives 
ſzon became terms out-dated, and men were mca- 
ſur'd only by oprmrons : That ſword of the ſpirit 
which was at firſt deſign'd againſt vicious practi- 
ces, had its edge rurn'd againſt feculative noti- 
ons; in ſomuch, that at laſt like that of Joab, 
2 Sam.20.8.ir had got ſuch an aptneſs to fall our, 
that it was always a ready inſtrument of Execu- 
tion,till even a Philoſophical point, as that of rhe 
Antipodes, was reſolv'd with an Jnathema ; and 
not to know the Syſteme of this preſens World, 
made torfciture of that ts come. | 
BUT alas, theſe, though great defections 
trom Primitive unity, were but modeſt cflays, 
and feeble aſſaults, compar'd with thoſe which 
infeſted the ſucceeding ages : This root of bitter- 
neſs was then but a probationer in the ſoyle, and 
though it ſcnt forth ſome oft-ſerts to pre ſerve its 
R 4 kind, 
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kind; yet "08 was tain to be at Ge Pains to 
cheriſh and nurſe them up, placed them under 
the ſhadow of the Sanfuary, and got them like 
the treacherous Ivy, ſupported by that fiet) 
they were deſigned to deltroy ; but it was not 
long ere they had got firmer rooting and 
ſtrength, 10T On ily ro propagate, but multiply 
Every Di [pure in Kciigion grew prolific al, and 
in ventilating one queſtion, many new ones were 
ſtarted: And as queſtions grew numerous, { 
did Sefs too; every Opinion almoſt conſti. 
rurcd a ncw party, and thoſe again ſubdivided 
into many others - ſo that of all the firſt Viols 
rors ol Primitive unity, we ſcarce find any, 
who did not revenge thcir Sch;/m upon them- 

elves, by ſeparating from one another, as they 
had all done from the Ghurch; till at laſt the 
progeny both of Sccts and Opinions grew {0 
numerous, that hc who would cxact an account, 

ult be {cnt like Abraham, to the Sky or to Ne 
Shore ; the Stars or Sands bcing as apt a ſub- 
ject of a ſptie—__pe'V as they. Whence it i 
bre uvohr t Dals, th at Stan now m ay leave | ns 
toilſom labour of compaſſing the Earth ; men 


Jay l 'S 
Go his b:fincls 1 rh n, giving him Iciſure to be 
onliv a C | Ve: Litor of their Divinity 


gBIiA. « ” wot * Ti» ) _ £01 Datcs ot ecleſl, | [TICK Gila 


"$F11187 

AN D that he may be ſccur d never to want 
that pleaſing diverrtiſement, the later Ages have 
been carctul to train him up Combatantsy, it being 
now become 2 diſtin} fort of [.carning, 2 ncwv 
| $ SPCcics 
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Specics of Divinity, to raiſc nice queſtcons,create 
"ew difficulties, branch out with fond diſtinf{rons 
our holy Faith, which the pious Simplicity ot 
the firſt Chriſtians, receivd ro practiſe; not to 
cad upon as an Anatomy, unbowel and dilleCt ro 
try experiments, much leſs to bring into the 
Theatre, there made to fight and bleed, to ſhew 
n ſport, and try the $skill of the unhappy 
ſi ord-men, and Maſters of defence. The form 
of ſound words, which in its native trame and con- 
ſtirution was molt cnlivening and Salubrious, 
diſlolv'd and melted by Chymrcal preparation, cca- 
ſes to be nutritive ; and atter all the labours of the 
flembeck, and hop es of an Elixir, infenſibly eva- 
porates, and vaniſhes to Air; or leaves in the re- 
cipient a foul Empyreuma, or fretting corroſive. 
An endleſs dotage about names and words, and 
then as endleſs quarre! tor them, appearing the 
commenſurate effeft of the long ſtudics of thoſe 
Difillers in Divinity, who boaſt its Sublimari- 
On : 
IT is indeed a thing worthy of the preateſt 
both a and lamentation, to fcc how the 
plainc(t, and molt { | mple props TIT ”, when it talls 
| to the hands of theſ Artiſts, is mar glcd and dif- 
jyntced,is rarified, exalted and refin T: : He whoſe 


leiſure, or indecd whole life, world ſerve him to 
ſurvey all the ſubtile Diviſions and DilſtinCtions 
OT the Scl ol men, uld furc relotve, they had 


the power of ers M:r a be #3 as 
their hands multiplying 2 in the breaking, like the 
loaves in our Saviours. —_— event of the 
Miracles 


GO urbions in 
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Miracles are very diſparate, no ſolid nouriſhmens 
Fd ing deriv'd by the one, but on the contrary, 
Stones given us in ſtcad of Bread, and thoſe too 
tor the worlt purpoſes, even ro fling AC one ano- 
ther, as it becauſe forme was the "death of the 
firſt Chriſtian Martyr, we delign d his Ghariy 
to the ſame fate with himſclf; that divine Ge. 
ſp grace having fince faln = Tr as thick a 

wre, and with this ſharp aggravation too,that 

whereas he ſuffered from Fews, Chriſtians are be- 
COme its executioners : whileſt thoſe who pretend 
to be Champrons of the Faith, Irrctragable, An- 
gelical, and Seraphical Doors, not only fill the 
Church with quarrels whileſt they live, but be- 
queath them in their writings to poſterity; as 
Ziſca is ſaid to have done his skin, to be made an 
Incentive to war and confuſion. 

| T was the policy of fulan to ſhut up the 
Fountains of humane learning from the Chriſtian 
youth,le{t they ſhould there gain ſuch acuteneſs, 
as might render them the more formidable Ad- 
verſarics to Paz aniſm : but could he have foreſcen 
that they would have employed thofe Weapons 
not againſt the common Enemy, but one another, he 
would ſurely have revers'd the Stratagem, tree- 
ly opened thoſe Magazeens whence they might 
furniſh themſelves for their mutual ruine, and 
have as ſolicitoully promoted their Learning, as 
ever he obſtrufted it. Tam very far from abetting 
their arrogant folly, who cither decry humane 
learning in general, or make it ſuch a Moabue, 
or Ammonite, that however it be admitted in &- 


| 
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vil Gorverſe, mult be interdicted the Santluary. 
Our Religion preſcribes us rational not brutiſh 
Sacrifices,and therefore defpiſcs not any of thoſe 
advantages which may improve our reaſon, exalt 
the man, and depreſs the beaft in us: yet ſure we 
ſhall derogate very impiouſly from Chriſts pro- 
phetick office, if we allow not Divinity to be the 
Supreme and noblcſt Science ; ſuch as is to be 
ſerv'd and attended, not regulated and govern'd 
by thoſe inferior : but that juſt order ſeems now 
to be inverted ; divine learning is brought down 
to bumane ; the Simplicity of Chriſtian doctrine ſo 
perple xt and confounded with Philoſophical nict- 
ties, that Plato and Ariſtotle are become the Um- 
pires of our Religion, and we muſt go ask Hea- 
thens how far we ſhall be Chriſtians. Thoſe deep 
things of God,as the Apoſtle calls them, 1 Cor. 2.10. 
and of which he pronounces the natural man an 
incompetent Judge, are yet brought before that 
Tribunal, ſubjected to be ſcanne dby rules of Art : 
but alas, our linc is too ſhort to ſound thoſe 
Depths. Men raſhly undertake to underſtand 
qnc amprebenſible, to order infinite, define inef+ 
fable things: and then no wonder it their con- 
ceptions difter ; for where there is no viſible 
truth, wherein to Center, error is as wide as 
mens Phancies, and may wander to Erecraity : 
while multitudes run cariers in the dark, it is 
not itrange to have them juſtle, and overthrow 

each other, 
AND doubtleſs were the Gontroverfies which 
mvc ſo long harraſed the Church throughly exa- 


min'd 
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min'd, many of them would be found of this na- 
ture. An humble belief has been judg'd too (lug. 
giſh and dull an cxcrciſc for men of acute parts, 
and therefore they would not take faith's word 
that ſo it is, unlels reaſon will be her ſurety, and 
ſhew them how ; but ſure it had been much for 
the peace of the Church and ſafety of Souls, if 
Myltcrics had been permitted to be Myferies: 
that thoſc ſublimer parts of our farth had been 
entcrtain'd with morc vencration, and leſs of 
diſquijition, and that while even the learned'ſt do 
acknowledge them to be Abyſſesr, they would 
not contute that conteſlion, by attempting to 
fathom them. But alas, ſo prepoſterous has 
been the procedure, that thoſe things which 
were indeed inexplicable, have been rackt and 
tortur'd to diſcover themſclves, while in the 
mean, the plainer, and more acceſſible truths, 
as it deſpicable while cafie, arc clouded and ob 
{cur'd; ſo many ſubtile querzes rais d about them, 
that the Theorick of Chriſtianity is become harder 
than the Praftick; a grace is much more readi- 
ly acquird than dehin'd, and that key of know- 
I:-4ge which ſhould give us entrance into the 
cloſets and reccfics of religion, is by ſo much 
tampering and wrenching made wſeleſs; ſerves 
only to bulic us at the door, and fo in cfic 
proves rather a bar to keepus out, than a key ts 
let us in. Thus perverſe are the contradiftions of 
humane deprav'd nature; which like our firf 
parents take it unkindly, that God has reſervd 


any thing from us, and boldly attempt to bre 
down 
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lown his encloſavres, to rob him of his peculrar ; 
and yet in the mean, as induſtriouſly contrive to 
rob our ſelves of our own, by cancelling both 
parts of Gods diſtribution, neither leaving ſe- 
oe things to the Lord our God, nor the revealed 
ones to 18 and our children, Deut. 29. 29. Cer- 
tainly the firſt propagators of our Faith, pre- 
ceeded at another rare ; they well knew that not 
the brain but the heart was the Proper S; i for 
that ccleſtial Plant, and theretore did nor amuſe 
their Proſelytes with curious queſtions, but fer 
them to the active part of their religion. We 
ſe what brict and plain inſtructions S Peter 
dives his Gatechumens, Acts 2.38. KRepent and be 
beptiz'd every one of you for the remiſſion of ſins : 
and this ir ſeems as a full preparation for the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which he there promiſes 
yon theſe only conditions. This was that vi- 
orous Secd which at once ſprung up ſuddenly, 
wy rooted deep too, and produc'd the liberal har- 
welt of that day : but ſure had thoſe three thou- 
land ſouls, been Catechiz'd by our modern Cz- 
ſuifis, we had ſeen a wide difference, not only in 
the expedition but ſucceſs. In like manner we 
lee 4&s 8. how ſhort a Creed qualified in S. Phi- 
lips judgment for the Eunuchs baptiſm: and we 
had S. Paul whoſe education cnabled him for the 
lubtileſt definitions, yet delivers his whole do- 
Ctrine in this compendium, Acts 20. 21. Ke- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
feſus Chrift ; and 'tis obſervable how he intro- 
duces this with a profteſfion that 4e had kept back 
nothing 
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nothing that was profitable for them, Verl. 20. and 
an. | it Verſ. 27. with another, that he had ns 
ſhunned to declare unto them the whole counſel 
God; from whence 'tis obvious for the ſhalloweſ 
diſcourſer to infer, that the whole counſel of 
God as far as it is incumbent tor man to know, at 
leaſt neceſſitate medir, is comprizd in that one 
breviat of Evangelical truth: and certainly 
whileſt all the d:vrſron of theſe generals, was the 
diſtributing them into praftice, they were found 
moſt fertile ſeminaries of all Vertuc ; but when 
they came to be dichetomirz'd, and canton'd out 
into curious acrial notions, they loſt their proli- 
fick nature : that fruirtul land became a wilder- 
nels, a wild and intricate mazc, where men 
ſooncr loſc therw{eives, than hind cither truth or 
holine(s. 

WHEN Chriſtianity firſt atteſted itſelf 
by miracles, it produced in the hearts of its con- 
verts, a firm aflcnt to the truth of the Dotirine, 
and an awful reverence and adoration of that God, 
who had given ſuch power unto men, awaking 
them to an Enquiry after duty, ſo to propitiate 
that omnipotence whoſe Fury it appear'd impol- 
ſible ro bear : And this ſure was a much more ge 
nume effett, than it thay had buſicd themſelves in 
thoſe many wnprofit able! curioſities, nice, yet bold 
enquiries into the divine attributes which now 
a-days ſcrve'only to ſupplant that pious venerati- 
on we owe to them. 


IN like manner the comprehenſive enuncis- 
tion of Chriſt, eMar. 16. I6, He that believetb 
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ball be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
damn'd, was reccived by the firſt Chriſtians, as 
the condition on which the two fo diſtant ſtates 
of Salvation or Damnation depended, and ac- 
cordingly excited their diligence, to attain the 
oe, and avoid the other. And this certainly was 
a much more concerning cmployment, than to 
hive entertained themſiclves with the modern 
diſpute, whether ſome antecedent decree of God 
had not irreverſibly determin'd them to the one 
or other 3 a dr/quiſition that has ſervd only to 
keep us Idly buſte, ſet our heads a working, but 
folds up our hands like Solomon's [luggard in our 
boſoms. So alſo when S. Paul afti:ms it the de- 
lien of Ghrifts grving himſelf for us, to purifte to 
himſelf a peculiar people, 2ealous of good works ; the 
Primitrve Chriſtians had no other deſign than to 
comport with that his purpoſe; to be what he 
died tro make them, and to atteſt their Zeal to 
good works, by being actually rich in them. 
They took Chriff's word, that he that gave the 
meaneſt dole for bu ſake, ſhould not loſe bu reward ; 
thought themſclves ſure enough upon his pro- 
miſe, and never diſputed the proportion cither of 
Worth or Congruity between the work and wa- 
pn; and had the Modern done the like, our works 
2d not ſo unhappily evaporated into words ; we 
had talkt leſs and done more. 

TWERE cafic to draw the Parcllel 
through all the points which buſicd the devotion 
of the firſt Ages, and the curiolity of the Later: 
By all which it would be cvident,how much _ 

itian 
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ſtian doctrine has /oft in its Efficacy, fince it 


gaind in its Bulk; how we have embaſed our 
Com by multiplying it ; and have divided our ſan 
into ſo many, and ſo ſmall Fractions, as our 
Arithmetich can {carce number, never unite. We 
ſhould think him very ridiculous, that ſhould 
hope to advance his crop, by grinding the corn 
he ſows: yet, methinks, this has been the Me: 
thod of our Spiritual husbandmen, who hare 
ſcarce ſuftcred one grain of our faith to ſcape En- 
tire. Tis ſaid that the Ant, when ſhe lays in her 
winter-ſtock, bites rhe ends of the Corn, as being 
Natiralift enough to know that will certainly 
prevent its fprouting: And ſure that little con- 
temptible creature whom Solomon appoints to 
preach induſtry ro the luggard, may in this point 
read Philoſophy too, to our orcatclt Dettars; 
convince them thar that ſeed which they mangle 
with ſo many Diſtinctions and Diviſions, will 
never ſpring up info Chriſtian prattrce : It will 
rather be like the Dragons teeth, Cadmus is laid 
to have ſown, whoſe immediate production was 
a hoſtile band combating one another. A fab 
which, God knows, we have found too ſadly 
moraliz;'d in our School-contentions, only witi 
this unhappy difterence, that ours are more aw 
mortal ; our Serpentine breed fight but never dic 
oppoſe but deſtroy not one another. 

AND then 'twill not appear ſtrange to fe: 
the firſt ſceds of diſcord ſo prodigiouſly &« 
creas'd, that they now over-ſpread the tace of the 


Earth: for, whercas in all other things there 
$ 
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is a ſucceſſion, one generation goes and another 
comes, and ſo though the /pecres continue, rhe In- 
dividuals periſh ; theſe ſeem ro have the accurſt 
Priviledge of propagating and not expiring, and 
to have reconciF'd the procrcativeneſs of corpore- 
4, with the duration of incorporeat Subſtances : 
This is ſuch an advantage toward theic multiple 
cation, that we may grieve, but cannot wonder 
to find them Swarm ; not like Bees to bring pro- 
it, but like Locuſts to devour every green thing 
inthe land; nor is it now in the power of all the 
Maeicians of CF gypt to calt them out: for were 
it poſſible ever to become Sztans intereſt to ſu 

preſs them, he would certainly find himſelt in 
the caſe of one of his young Conjurers, to have 
ras d morc ſpirits than he could lazy. Mens 
now irritated Paſſions, and formed intereſts, 


: 


the great fomenters of diſputes. would prove too 
furdy Devils, cvcn for Beelzebub himfſclt to Ex- 
orcile. 

BUT 'tis too ſure his Kingdom will never ſo 
divide againſt irſclf; ir ſuirs not only with his 


Nature, but with his Ends to perpetuate our 
Serites, and thercetorc 2s if our doctrinal debates 
ere not enough to ſecure his purpoſe, he has 
an auxiliary troop of ritual diftecrences to at- 


tachus. The Leprofie which iatcits the folider 
parts of our Keligion, has paſt trom the body to 
the very Garment: , the moſt exterior adberen- 
W, Habits, Geſtures, Days, every thing that 
has but the remoteſt ſubſerviency to Piety, arc 
Xcome the objects Ol fierce Contelts, and have {fo 


S cncrcasd 
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encreas'd the number and heat of our quarrels, 
that 'tis unneceflary, perhaps impoſlible, to ads 
more; it he can but keep up theſe, as God knows, 
he is too like to do, his Kingdom will be compe 
rently guarded, they being his greateſt ſecuriy 
againſt that power of Godlineſs, that vital force of 
Chriſtianity,he ſo much dreads : that they areſo 
is obvious cnough to him that rakes but the grol. 
ſcſt confus'd view of them. But that we may 
berter diſcern the degrees of his advantage and 
our own miſchief, "twill not be amiſs to conh- 
der them more attentively, make ſome diſtin 
obſervations,not of all, for that were endleſs, but 
of ſome of their moſt eminent EFe#;, which we 
ſhall find ſo pernicious and deſtructive, as ſuffi 
cicntly ſpeak their relation, and ſubſcrviency to 
the great Abaddon. 

AND in the firſt place, it we conſider them 
only privatively, as they ſupplant and juſtle out 
our greater concerns, we ſhall find them ſadly 
miſchievous, indeed to ſuch a degree, that were 
they not chargeable with any poſitive Il, they 
were by this their mere negative Force, compe- 
tent Inſtruments of our ruime. Did they aCty- 
ally convey no venome, yet while they ſub 
{tract our nouriſhment, their effects will b& 
ſure to be deadly ; Grace as well as Nature being 
liable to be ſtarv'd as well as poyſoned. Chris 
anity is not a dull unactive, but Rirring bukic 
State, and therefore we (till find it in the Goſpel 
repreſented under the Metaphors which imply 
the greateſt Induſtry and Activity; 'tis gu" 
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watch, a race, a combat, and it ali:gns us tasSks 
enough to juſtific the propriety of tne Tropes:And 
therctore as on the one hand, the ſleepy ProfeC. 
Gor will at laſt find he has but dreamt of thoſe 
glorious Rewards he expects; 1o on the other, 
be that frames himſclt another Scheme, that la- 
bours, but not in Gods vineyard, that bulics 
himſelf in things extrinſick ro that one great 
Spbere of mot jon, the E angclical Precepts, wall 
nally diſcern that he has but rolled $5//phus his 
{tc ac, eſpous 'd a toyle under which he may indeed 
be weary and hcavy laden, but Will never find reſt 
to his I ul, 

AND then what can be more perfectly 
<a_ ro his aim, who dclires ro propagate 
bis own cternal reſtlcſneſs unto us, than thus ro 

vmmate our tacks, exchange theſe pleaſ, ant gnd 
rinful ones, which God aſſigns us, for thoſc un- 
efic and fruitleſs, we impoſe on our ſelves. Tits 
truce, we find too many of thoſe unp! citable 
works of darkneſs to buſic and empioy us: butt 

think n J UNC, NAy | am art to lavnor 1 [] others 
ig have proved ſo cfittual ro his purpoſe | 
35 this of raiſing and maintaining parties in Kelt- 
mn, Tis too uſual a policy of States fo ſecure 
themſelves from the fear of a porent N <ighbour, 
dj fomenting a Civil af 17 in his Kin, 2dom : 
ditan has in this in{tance found it a lucky Stra- 
aoem, it having ad the moſt powerful re- 
multive of his danger. 1 will not examine, 
wicther he borrowed cit from, or lent it to 
var Machavilians, but ſure hs may from his 
S 2 own 
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own expcric ncc recommend it with the attcſtari 
on of a Probatum eſt. 

INDEED this art of diverſion pIVes hims 
full ſecurity againſt all he tears in our Chriſtiz 
nity,for 'tis not the title he envics to us,or dreads 
himſclt; we know he long ſince had COurage to 
contemn the name cven of Chriſt, when invoked 
by thoſe whoſe practices joyn d with him in dety- 
ing it; while we arc but Few!ſh Exorciſts, make 
no other uſe of Chriſt, bur to get us a reputation 
and a trade, he can decal well enough with us 
Seven ſons of Sceva arc not halt ſo terrible to hin 
as one St. Paul; 'tis him only he tears, that to the 
form has joyn'd the power of Godlimeſs : That Ex 
orciſm he knows he cannot refilt, and theretore 
has very dexterouſlly found a way to divert it, by 
engaging us in thoſe contentions which allow ws 
not to think of the practical part of our protcfh 
on. By the confus d noiſe of Battel, quite drow 
ing that voice w_ nd us, which ſays, Thu » the 
way, walk init. Nay, by this ſubtilry he does not 
only divert, but forcſtall alſo ; like the Phi 
tines, allows no SPC ar Or Sword that may be us! 
agaznſt him, but rakes up all thoſe Inſtrument 
by which we ſhould work the work of God. V 
know to all affairs of Importance there are thr 
neceffary concarrents, without which they can 
ver be diſpatcht; Time, mduftry, and Fac -ultic 
and th e more weighty and difficult the Bufine! 
1s, the greater Degrec of cach of theſe is requ 
{irc, Now certainly the wtereft of our Souls i 
not the {lighteſt concern we have : the avoiding 
crenm 
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eternal miſery, the acquiring endleſs blif# is not 
{ trivial, or ſo cafic a matter, as to be the Work 
of 2 moment , the purchaſc ot ſome few yannmng 
m1 2;bes, or volatile phancies : He who is to diſpenſe 
ſtia- the Rewards, has propos d us other Conditions, 
reads aſſign'd us Work which takes up no leſs time 
Pe 00 than that of our whole lives , NO leſs mtention than 
ket of our whole powers : And then if we ſuffer any 
dety- thing clſc to intcrpoſe, and defaulk what is thus 
wake entircly requiſite ; it we cut new Channels for that 
ation which ſhould run In this one full CurYYent, Tis calic 
"1 us todivine what the Event will be : For man being 
NO Fnite both in his nature and operations, the time 
0 the 1rd attention he beſtows on one thing, mult nc- 
Ex ceſlarily be ſubſtracted from another. Ard 
tore (orefore if our Diſputes about Religion enter- 
D WE tin and buſic us, they muſt unavoidably inter- 
rupt our attendance on practick Dutics ; and fo 
whilcſt we quarrel with one another, give our 
preat Mafter too juſt ground of quarrel with us 


W 1288 i, by ncgleCting the great, and indeed only Bu- 
$4 Wy : 

S DOE fincls entruſted to us. 

Phils 


N O W indeed that our contentions do thus di- 
rert us, is too apparent to any that ſhall conſider 
tin any of the three forementioned particulars ; 
tor, firſt for our t1me, they do not only mſenſibly 
teal away much of it ( a modeſty which moſt 
other diverſions do ſtill retain ) but Magifterially 
exact it, and accordingly have large parcels of it 
flemnly and div d _ hem * the 
SOICTTNLY An IVOWC Y QCVOCc oO TNEm , rac 
Cannins ol d queſtion) » AN 1 VATTING HET ONES, havin 4 

% , PP 

q X n ' 
xcn the profclt Buſincſs of many mens lives ; 
I thc: 
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their very Vocation and Trade wherein they "= 
arrived to ſuch eminence, as ſhews they made lib, 
ral oblations of their Time to it : And of this ex 
ry age has left ſo many Records,as the mere read. 
ng nem v uld allow tew vacant minutes tO the 
ſucceeding: And had not tame 2 little reveng's 
his own quarrel, and conſum'd many of thob 
writings, by which himſclt was waſted, the 5 
perbole would not be very extravagant in this cafe 
winch we tind warrantably us'd in another, Jobs 
21. that even the world [elf could not cont am the 
Books which have been written. As it is, there are 
more than enough toemploy, nay, — 
for when mcn once launch into the vaſt Sez 
Controverſic, they arc toffed there endleſly, ad 
{cldom recover a harbour, Difhculrics like were 
Crouging one upon the neck of another; And ac 
cordinely we ſee in Polemick Diſpmes, how every 
rejoynder (wells bigger and bigge r, till like the 
Prophets clond,from a hand breadth it over-(pread 
'S 1” mens; every little Manual becomes the 
Parent of vaſt Volumes ; and unleſs the evil cure 
ie(clt by majoration ; unleſs the preatneſs of the 
task bring in deſpair to ſupplant curioſity, anc 
keep men trom reading, the fettators will have 
little reſpite, as the Combatants ; both Winter 


and Readers will be fo ingroſt, that they vs 

have | rele feifure & rany thing < ſc. And 1 aur 
In this appeal to 2 ny that ha cengag'd Ieep either 
way, whether they have not fo ad it « gy 


tally truc: 1 wiſh they pct" bot ſnatch ſome 
broken parcel as a plank from the common /# 
wink 
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ers of thcir time ; reſcue a few minutes for 2 
(ber refetion, and audit what real Profit ac- 
crucs ro them from the expence of fo many pre- 
cious Hours ; how much it advances that grand 
bfincſs for which their Time bere was allotted, 
- Peenteng to which thcir Eternity hereafter 

[1 be awarded : always remembring, that if it 
-omote it not, it hinders ir, by diverting that 
time which ſhould have been fo employed: And 
indeed there cannor be 2a morc comprehenſive mi/- 
chief than this of the /ofs of time, it being thar 
which virtually contains the fruſtrating of all 
other Advantages, whereby we ſhould work out 
our Salvation. The operations even of Chriff 
bimſclt were, he tells us, limited to a ccrtain 
afon : Imu8 work the work of my Father whilelt it 
# div, the night cometh when no man can wort ; 
ind it the Niohr overtake us, it matters not how 
were ſtored with inſtruments of Action, ſince 
at once then become uſcleſs. Our Laws 
anciently (ct a greater penalty upon the ſtcaling 
beafts of breed, than on oth her Cattel of the ſame 
becres, as calculating the damage by the poſlidi- 
litics of which r: C _ r was robt » d, 1 ime 1s 
the wwrrerfal womb of things and actions : and 
theretore when we loſe that, we ſuffer an accu- 


La. 4 
- 


mulative prejudice. turtcir our Kigbts en reverſron, 
1%. IETITTT. Pefl 970 X Our C474 IIS, 2 well as 
myments. As in in Abortion the unhappy Mo- 
ther, beſides the Fruſtration of her hopes, and 
id-birth 4ins ſuſtain'd, x juires an aptirude 
milcarry for the furure, and never totca able to 


bring 
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bring forth a vital birth: And thus, God knows, 
multitudes of Embryon-purpoles periſh, and rhe 
miſcry ot it is, they are our beſt that do ſo. W: 
generally purſue our frevolous projetis with a 
attive Tigour, but keep our great and concerning 
affairs only i in deſign till death come and ſurpriz 

us, vv hich like the fatal Metamor phoſes the Per, 
talk of, fixes us in the poſture ir finds us, and! 
preſents us to Judgment, Now 1 would know & 
the molt cager Contender, whether he would na 
chuſc then to be tound with his hands ſtretcher out 
in prayer to God, or alms to the poor, rather thas 
dealing blows amongſt his fellow ſervants; ifhe 
would, crrtainly tis his concern to put himſcl: 


into tnac torm he would then appear in, to huf 
band his iittic {pan of time fo, as may ſtand him 
in {tcad To n time ſhall be no more. 

# L1 bl CN 1] needs bc mmpreti ent, Vl 
why wil ti oe be r:diculous to0?It they will barter 


away their time,  meckdaincken ſhould at leaſt 
have ſome caſc in cxchange : but to be induſt: 
ous ill-husbands, to loſc all thcir advantare, and 
none of their tor], is fucha folemn plece © t tolly, 

$ at Once matrtcr of Scorn and Wonder; yet 
this is the » Very C21 ncre; OUul wranglings lo nt 
only exhault our me, but our {frength too: VW: 
purſuc them with ſo vehement an intention, 251 
our Faith propos'd not to us any other victory, 
but ovcr this ( rt of Op! 10nents: We run out 
{cl s breathlcts in this YACE, where thc pri< 2f 13 
only a ew fading Leaves, or what is more traniy 
FCOrY, 2 little popular applauſe ; and make notto- 


wards 
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wards the incorruptible Crown,till we are grown 
too feeble and decrepir for the other purſuir. 
Mcn macerate their Bodics, and waſte their Spi- 
fits in Polemick ffudies, preſcribe themſelves no 
time of diſcharge trom that 3 ar, till they arc 
able no longer to weild their weapons, and then, 
when Mcrc Impotence makes them peaceable, be- 
gin to cry out of contention, ſnatch up Devotion 
when Controverlic begins to be too heavy for 
them,and at their Death pray for that peace of the 
Church, which they have made it the buſineſs of 
their life to diffurb. This as it ſufficiently at- 
teſts what mens thoughts arc in their coo! bloud, 
what apprehenſions they have of the way when 
they draw near their journeys End; fo does it 
abundantly cvince the unſpeakable prequgice Pic- 
ty receives from our Diſputes ; Thoſe have the 
active and v1gorous Abettors, while Thatisturnd 
oft to languiſhing bed rid FT otavies. So that the 
dri1fhon berween theſe two, is like that of the Cat- 
tel bztween Facob and Laban, all the ſtronger to 
the once, and tcebler ro the other: Wo ul God 
the Scene were not in one reſpeet chang 'd, and 
that the Syrian had not here got the better ſhare. 
But in the mcan time what greate r advantage can 
Satan wiſh for, our ſtrength and induſtry is di- 
rerted upon theſe torcign EXP editions, and Sion 
is lefr to be guarded by the lame and the blind, 
luch only as arc not able to follow the Camp, and 
then 'tis not ſtrange to ſce what ſuccestul aſſaults 
he has made, that that truce pratiicht vertue which 
once made ſuch victorious ſalleys on the heathen 
World, 


—— 
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World, is now bafflcd in its own Quarters, bez. 
ten from its Works, and driven to ſeek ſhelter 
in obſcure corners, immures itſclt in ſome fea 
private breaſts, and ſo like an exil'd Prince, 
makes only ſhift to /rve, when it ſhould yeigy, 
But alas, ſhall we for ever ſufter our ſelves toe 
thus betool'd, ſhall this his ſtale ſtratagem after 
ſo many hundred years uſe, nay, and detection 
roo, loſe nothing of its Efhcacy ? Mult we al. 
ways waſte our ſ{trength.in forging ſhackles for 
our ſclves ? This is ſuch an infatuation as Hoſes 
ſpcaks of, Chap. 9. 7 The Prophet 7 ” fool, the 
Spiritual man # mad : Would God,we would once 
pur our ſ{clves under the diſcipline of ſcrious re- 
collection, it might perhaps cure the Phrenſie: 
Let him who has with unwearicd diligence 
watche all advantage againſt his Antegenf; 
rack'd and tortured cvery period of his diſcourſe, 
ro make it confeſs an abſurdity : Ler him, I fay, 
conlider, how much better that mduffry had been 
employed in diſcovering the fallacies of our com 
mon Adverſary, that old Sophiſter, who puts the 
moſt abuſrve Elenchi on us, whileſt we arc moſt 
buſic in putting them upon one another. Good 
God ! how might rruc vital Chriſtianity at this 
day have fouriſhr, if we would have beſtowed our 
pains the right way ? At how much a cheaper rate 
might we have cheriſbt, than we deffroy her. All 
parrics pretend to be very careful of this Fine, arc 


whom th evicas'd to call Hereticks; and in 


the mean tunc take no care of the wild Boar, ict 
that 
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that not oaly ſpoil her branches, but ſtock up her 
roots, after rhe moſt ſavage beaſtial vices to de- 
{troy both Power and Form of Godlineſs toge- 
ther. Thus unhappily do we divert our intenti- 
ons from our molt important concerns. And 
as Archimedes is ſaid to have been fo vehemently 
nrcnre Upon a Geometrical fi Pure, that he heard 
not of the raking of the City, 'rill an Enc "my gave 
him his information and death together : So do we 
ſo buſic our ſclves in drawing our ſeveral Schemes 
of Religion(every of which will pretend tono leſs 
than Demonſtration ) that in the mean,that which 
alone is true Religion, is cxpos'd to the tury of the 
Enemy, ſack'd, ruinated, and like the plough'd- 
up Fewifh Santluary, not one ſtone lett upon ano- 
ther. Certainly molt of the queſtions w hich at 
this day diſturb Chriſtendom, have in reſpett of 
tberr matter no Propricty toward the propagating 
pe od Life, but, mm reference to therr way of manage- 
7, all aptneſs to hinder it ; how much were it 
then for our eaſe as well as profit, toturn us into 
the plain road, where none of theſe Thorny difh- 
culties will encumber us ? Alas, why ſhould the 
Komanift ſo (weat to maintain his Purgatory flame, 
25 if he already felt its hear, and would in this 
world antedate thoſe pains, when the ſame Indu- 
” beſtowed here to purifie h imſelf from all filthi- 
eſs of fleſh and fpirit, would ſubſtract the matter 
of that Fire, and leave little for that furnace to re- 
fine ; which were doubtleſs a much ſccurer way, 
even according to his ewn principles, than to truſt 
to the uncertain devotion of others, to fetch him 


Our 
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out when once deeply ingulphe: Tis ſurely much 
bertcer to [{tarve that Fire by ones own annocence, 
than to leave it to be extinguiſht by the Tear; 
and Picty of ſurviving friends. Why ſhould the 
Sociman {0 cagerly c: ontend tor the poſhbility of 
keeping the Law, when one ex ample would con- 
vince more than a thouſand arguments. Lethim 
bend his ſtudy to make himſclt an inſtance of his 
own doctrine ; and then though he do finally fail 
in proving his Hyp, theſes, yer, it he do his utmoſt, 
he will not fail of a betrer trmumph than that 
which the Schools can give; and ſo will even 
from his crror extract advantage, his very #ra- 
ing will by a happy JAntiperiftaſis, lead him into 
the way. Why docs the Predeſtsnarian {o adven- 
tcroully climb into Heaven, to ranſack the celc- 
ſtial Archives, read Gods hidden Decrees, when 
with leſs labour he may ſecure an Authentich tran 
ſcript within himſclt ; ler him according to Saint 
Peters advice, add to bu faith vertue, and to wer: 
tue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, &c 
and that chain of vertucs will ſtand him in much 
more ſ{tead,than it he could as infallibly ( as ſome 
have confide ntly ) demonſtrate every link of Pre- 
defflination: © [is the alliduous prattice ot Duty 
will make his calling and cleCtion ſure; and un- 
leſs he can confurtc that divine Axiome, that 
without holine(s none ſhall ſee the Lord; he cannot 
but contels he may more p cofitably buſic his 
thoughts in labouring to b-come hi ly, than in 
diſputing whether he can chule to be ſo or not. 
Or laſt] ly) why do we Chriſty, ins of //q vel al perſns 
fon, 


ons, 
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fans, ſo fiercely argue a; -ainſt the [alvatility ot 
each other, as it it were not only our Opinion, 
but our Intereſt and our Wiſh, that all ſhould be 
damn'd, but thoſe of our particular Sett ; when God 
knows, not only every Socicty, but every lingle 
pe rſon has enough To do, ro work out bu onn [al- 

vation, Which it we will take the Apoſtles word,is 
tobe donc with fea Yr and trembl int, P hil. ah + * A 
temper very widely diſtant from that of cenſu- 
ring and judging. And ſure we ſhould not think 
that malefuttor more meriting, or more likely to 
be acquitted, who ſhould leap trom the Bar to the 
Bench, and there condemn the whole Goal but 
himſelf. "Twas a ſober and Chriſtian reply of a 
late learned Gentleman, who being askt by one, 
whether a P, apift might be ſaved, anſwered,you may 
be ſaved without knowing that. And would we con- 
fine our cares and enquiries to thoſe things which 
concern that one great Intereſt, we might take 
lefSpains, and yet do more work; be leſs bufie-bo- 
dies, but more fruitful Chrifiees, and then ſure 
tis time we ask our ſelves the Wiſe mans queſtion, 
Keeleſ. 5. 16. What profit hath he that labourets for 
the wind ? And art laſt give over this unthriving 
diligence, and not ſo emulate the moſt ſtupid of 
Bealts, as to make our ſelves burthens, only that 
we may couch under them. 

AN D werc this only Ia chars lot, "twere the 
leſs to be regretted, but alſo Z:bulon herein in- 
vades his portion ; 'tis they that handle the per 
of the Writer, that have engroſt thu error, and 
will not ſuffer it to be a Plebeian one. None do 
{o 
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ſo much this way miſ-cmploy the two vulgar ta 
lents of Time and Ind uſtry, as thoſe who have x 
third ſupcradded to them, that of E» xtraordinary 
Facultics and endowments, which they do as pro- 
digally laviſh as cither of the former. The Be. 
ginners or Abcttors of content ons have | ge Icrally 
been Perſons of the moſt acute refin'd Ne. and ex- 
cellent learning, which has enablcd them tor thoſe 
nirks and ſubtiltics, of which groſter under- 
os would have remain'd more happily is- 
norant: A ſtrange production that tie preatef 
beauties of Nature and Art, ſhould ingender the 
fouleft deformity in Religion. Thus alas, have $4 
tans altars the pre-emprion of Gods, the ftatteſt 
Oblation brought to feed the fire of contents: 
whileſt that of devotion expircs for want of \ 
riſhment. It was indeed no wonder, that t 
blind zeal of Pagans had made him ſo wantonly 
nice, that nonc but the choicelt vietimcs we all 
ſerve his turn : none but an Andromeda and an 
Iphigenta, Roy a] and V # £10 ſacrifices prop! 147Te 
his infernal Deitics: bur that amo ng Chriſtin 
he ſhould fill have the ſamzs El:&ion, have tic 
richeſt treaſures of thoſe, who fay they war 
apainſt him, laid at his feet, have his choicck 
weapons out of his Encmics magazeen, is a ridd'c 
that can ſcarcc be ſolved, but by concluding | 
latry has only chang d its for mM, and} t |; 5 
ſecurely cnſhrin' d in me r paſſiens and 1 | 
tics, ascvcr he did in an Lol T: awe. ſo thi: | 
ſeems rather to have loſt the porap, than et! 
of Regiment. But admir, that he were not herein 
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{ immediately Gods rival, that theſe ſpeculate 
debates had none of thoſe adherencics, which do 
ſo directly gratific him, yer (till he is ſecur'd of 
caining ſomewhat at rebound ; for alas, when 
mens tacultics are thus employed, what Wea 
pons are there letr tor the detence of rruc pratiick 
rertue, and God knows, ſhe needs them but too 
much : Mens /uſfts are grown ſubtile Diſputants, 
ſothat the moſt improved reaſen may find work 
enough to manage the Contelt; And ſurely would 
men of parts timely have bent their endeavours 
this way, vice could not have got fo {trong a par- 
ty. Men arc aſhamcd to be Proſelytes ro a weak 
Arguer, as thinking they muſt part with their 
reputation, as well as their fn: and certainly no- 
thing is a more general diſcouragement from Pic- 
ty, than the op;nion of its Totaries not being Per- 
ſons of Parts, and cxalted Underſtandings; a 


Prejudice as ©!d as the time of our Saviour, 2s 
may aPpcar {ron Bs > VV c::1d God our greateſt 
Rabbies would f: ily conlider how much they 
have contributed ro this ſcandal, while by laying 
out their parts or 'olemick niceties,they have neg- 
lected rhe more vcighty part of their buſineſs, 


and given too much Atteſtation to that ſcanda- 
lous Maxim,that [ororance is the mother of Devoti- 
om: Certainly this 1s quite to miſtake their Com- 
mſron,which is not that of a Herauld,to proclaim 
War amongſt men, but that of an Embaſſador 
to reconcile them firſt to holineſs, and by ir to 
God: And doubtleſs one ſoul gain'd to Picty, 
would more promote their account, than many 
thouſands 
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thouſands ſecured to a Set or Party. We find 


how ſad the doom was of that Servant who wrapr 
up his Talent, but we have no cauſe to think 
it would have been at all caficr, it he had melted 
the Talcnt into bullets, to maintain the skirmiſh 
with his tcllows : V hether that be not the cafe 
of ſome who have recciv'd not the one Talent bur 
the five, 1 leave it to be diſculled between God 
and their own Conſcicnces ; but in the interim 
'ris ſad to ſee how unhappily men engage their 
endeavours, which ſeems to repreſent the reverſe 
of Eſay's Tveghef e, we having beat our plough- 
ſharcs into ſwords, and our pruning: hooks into 
ſpears, all the Inſtruments of fertiliry and 
growth in Grace, into Engins of War and 4. 
cord ; and then it muſt needs be a moſt deplora- 
ble condition to which Chriſtianity is reduced; 
which ſccms in this to be under the ſame cals- 
mity, which her diſtreſt proftcfiors ſutter from 
the Turk; tyranny, whilcit her hopetulleſt and 
moſt pregnant C hildren, are like Fania aries 2nd 
Timariots trained up to fight againſt her. And 
let none wonder that 1 call it fighting againſt 
her, when yet perhaps none of rhem do formally 
renounce her; for that Circumſtance only de- 
rermines the War to be rmteſtine, not forergn; 
and it our own {ad Experiences had not too 
much qualified us to judge, 1 might appeal to 
the univerſal vote of mankind, which of thoſe 
were the moſt deſtructive. Indeed were there 
no other Act of hoſtility diſcernable, but that 
which we have hitherto inſiſted on, the inter: 
ccpting 
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cepting her ſupplics, the cutting oft trom her 
thar time , induſtry and gifts , whereby ſhe 
ak would be nouriſht and ſupported, that were ir- 
4 WY reparably injurious to her, and conſequently 
& MW moſt gratetul ro that grand Enemy, who, as hath 
(> WW becn ſhew'd, makes advantage of our VV ranglings, 
of Diſlentions with one another , to reak his more 


ut 

4 WY inveterate Malice on us all. 

m 

le " On 
h- GCHAEF. 2 

to 


nd A Survey of the Mi;ſ[chiefs ariſing fi om Diſputes, at 
[- they ſupplant Charity. 


2- 
'Þ UT alas, the miſchict of theſe debates 
M» can never be deſcrib'd by bare negatives, 
m there are multitudes of poſrtive ills, thar 


ad [ inicparably adhere ro them, and thoſe of fo de- 
4 Wl ſiructive a force , that if Chriſtianiry were be 
ad WW cared and famiſht by the former , ſhe is form'd 
> WJ and batter'd by theſe, and ſo is aſcertain'd tro 
ly Wl fink under all the methods of ruine. In the 
-. WM front of theſe we may well rank thoſe difſplacen- 
cics and animoſitics which are the product of our 
»0 i ſpeculative differences, and which do indeed fo 
to Wl naturally reſult from them, that tis not to be 
ſc WI hoped fo long as the one continues that the other 
« WW villever ceaſe, For though in praflice we often 
at (cea bewitching Sin dethrone So Reaſon , and 

make men act as if they had no ſuch ſuperior 
principle 
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principle ro gu! ic the Mm, yer in matters of Specu- 
lation, $hxir aſſetttons are grnerally {trongly in, 
Hucncd by their wnderſtandingft, We do na 
only approve, but love thoſe notions wherewith 
we are pre{ pollclt , which kindneſs as it Propa- 
£ITES irlelt ro the abettors of the ſame Tenet, 
{0 alſo it infinuatcs diſlikes to the oppoſers. And 
as that oppolition advances , ſo the —_ 
roo, till at laſt the Scene ſhifrs, and the Perſon 
arc ata greater war than the Oprmions. _ 
need not thus d derive a proof trom the cauſes,whe: 
the thing docs too demonttrably attelt irlclf by 
the effetts ; * for what iflucs are there of the mor- 
talleſt hatced,which do not plcntitully flow from 
this tountain, Humane nature we know has but 
three ways of actuating its paſſions ; by thought, 
by word, and by deeds; and we may lurely con- 
clude the feud very bitter that employs all 
theſe Engins, as 'tis too viſible this does; for 
though the former of theſc be in its own na 
rure inſcrutable to all but omniſcience ; yet the 
twolater arc, according to Chriffs own Kule, 
the Tree by the fruits, infallible Griterions 0 
them * and thoſe make ſuch liberal diſcovenss, 
hat | think I may appea 1] to any who hai 
eſpousd a party , whether they have not with thc 
frtt diſcriminating rudiments of their own. Sect, 
umnbioa a fc crct corfus d prej udice to all others. 
Nay, | icar there arc but tw of ſo mortificd pal 
f10ns, as to hive [to pt there, and not advanc d to 
a dircct averſion, and alicnation of mind. In 
decd were it not for this, 'twere ſcarce poſlivic 
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for ſo many ot the vulgar , to be ſuch Bigots in 
their ſeveral factions; for alas, their Intcllects 
arc gencrally rOO 44:3 ro have any clear appre- 
hkcenfion of rac Points they contend for; their 
Leaders only | g1VC chem ſome om ral confus a 19+ 


tous , jalt cnou $24 711 to Excite their al, pleaſ: TEC 
apainl(t all | Dil raters, and then their an#zer muſt 
prelen tly be call 'd zeas, and inftcad of . 'E more 
uncalic task of ſupprefiing their pathton, this ex- 
—_ ſcrves at once to hallow and grariftc ir : 

Nay, ſo ridiculous have ſome mens prepo ſicflions 
of this kind been , that they would ſcarce allow 
tholc to be entire men _—_ they rhouvht noc 
ound believers , but have phancicd I know not 
what bodily as well as Mental Monltrohtics in 
thoſe they were pleas d to call Heretichs ; a picce 
of childiſh credulity which thc cemiſlarics 
of ome factions have not diſdain'd to make 

their advantage of. But rthelc inward diſguſts 
1nd rancors arc but the firſt bound of th is ball 
of contention, when this leven is once in the 
beart , it will quickly diftuſc 1elelt, and both 
tongue and hands will bc tainted wir! n it. Hence 
comes it, that diſputes in religion are manag -d 
with ſuch virulency and bitterneſs , that one 
would think the Diſputants had put oft much of 
Humanity, betorc they come thus to treat of Di- 
tity. The government of rhe Tongue is a piece 
ot morality which ſober nature dictats, which 
yet in this inſtance many even of our grcateſt 
Scholars ſcem totally to have unlearnt ; For whe- 
ther we conſider the unſeemly reproaches , or ri» 
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gid cenſures, wherewith almoſt all parties purſge 
their Antagoniſts, we have reaſon to ſay with 
S. FTames, The tongue # an unruly evil, full of dead. 
ly Poyſon : Would God their guilt of this kind, 
did not ſo loudly proclaim irſclf, as to ſuper. 
ſede the need of proof. *Tis too obvious that the 
Satyr has uſurpt the chair , and Polemick Dj/. 
courſes arc degenerated into libels and inveftine; 
our Controvertiſts fall from arguments to re 
proaches, as it thcir Zeal lay more to blaſt their 
adverſarics fame, than contute his error; and 
were this only in perſonal extemporary debates, 
it might have the excuſe of an indeliberate paſſ 
on. Indeed it wcre to be wiſht that all word; 
ot this ſort might vaniſh in that breath that 
uttcrs them ; that as they reſemble the Wind 
in fury and empetuouſneſs, fo they might do alſo 
in tranſientneſs, and ſudden expiration : But alas, 
a courſe is taken to immortalize them, they 
become records , and our molt claborate contrs 
verſial writings, like the Earth after the cur, 
over-run with theſe briers and thorns, Sarcaſms, 
contrumelics and inveCtives filling ſo manyPages, 
that were thoſe weeded out, many volumes would 
be reduced to a more moderate bulk as well: 
temper. Nor are our cenſures any thing mor: 
modeſt than our reproaches , every petty diff: 
rence is mutually upbraided to il party 25! 
defection from the faith, ſo that we ſcarce knos 
a milder name than Herclic, nor doom, that 
Damnation. And as if the viſible obliquities « 


errors would not afford us indictments cnoup! 
a9218% 
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rfuc IN againſt one another , there is a cloſer inſpection 


made, every poſition is ript up, and curioully dif- 
lead Ml fected , to fee what Embryos in its womb, what 
tind, MW ſeeds there are of monſtrous productions, which 
uper- MW though perhaps the native ſtrength of the Prin- 
f the ciplc would never have animated , yet the preter- 
Diſ- natural hcat of an Antagoniſt can quickly hatch 
Te; them (like the Ghickens at grand-Carro) into life, 
0 re-W and vigorous being : and if by a long chain of 
their MW (perhaps fallacious) Inferences, ſome ſuch Im- 
and WF putation is faſtncd upon a Theſts , then all who 
ates, W embrace that, are charg'd alſo with all this ſp«- 
aſl riows brood, though they never fo ſolemnly re- 
ores WW nounce and diſclaim them. A practice ſure very 
that WH uncharitable ; for ſuppoſe ſuch conſequences ne- 
Vind WW ver ſo regularly deduced from my opinron , yet fo 
allo WE long as [ ſcrioully diſavow and deteſt them, 1 
alas, W may indeed be thought unwiſe in not diſcerning 
they WF the connexion, but ſure not 1prous. So that 
"ir WW unleſs want of Logick be 2 damning mm, no man 
urle, WF can hence be authoriz'd ro pronounce me repro- 
ſms, WH bote : and I cannot think that God , whoſe rigor 
age", WE bends againſt the faults of our wills , rather than 
oule WF our underſtandings , and who at the laſt great aſ- 
113M fizz will aſſume our own conſciences into the ju- 
nor: WF dicature upon us, will ever ſentence me for thoſe 
liftc + "ds, horrid ſocver, which 1 never made 
2520 minc, or that I ſhall ever find my (clt in Hell 
,nOV for 2 m:ſperſwaſion which I never cntcrtain'd. 
than WH But there are ſome whoſeCenſures are not (o ar- 
es of 8 tificral, yet no leſs ſevere, who beg their Poſtu- 
202) (ate, and taking it for granted that fuch and 


Fo ſuch 
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ſuch arc hs only ſanCtificd opinions, make the 

the Shiboleth by which ro diſcriminate not TY 
their own F ricnds, but Gods roo, lock up Heaven 
gatcs againſt any who bring not that Ticker for 
admittance; and though they make _ way wide 


Cno ugh to 1 reCcetve th molt o1 TH Sinner of 


their own Op non» ou y pron oun ICC it impol. 
{ible to the frifeft prety of a Diſſcnter. And vo- 
on ſuch grounds as th: fe 4 we mutually doom 
one another to perdition, never confidering, that 
whileſt we ſo briskly prelage others Damnation 
we really prepare for our own. Alas, our cager- 
ncis to heat the Furnace [even trmes hotter for al 
that bow not to our d1iflates, does but expole usto 
the farc of Achuchadnezzars efficers, Dan. 1 
to bc our ſclves conſum'd in that flame, wherein 
we calt them. "Tis indeed ro be wiſht we would 
ceaſe to invade Gods peculiar, by judging th 

that mult ſtand or fall to him ; but it we w' 

needs take his office, tis but equitable we tak: 
his ruler too; and in our Wrath remember Merry 
Burt God be blefled 'ris the Tudoment of our 
bt, yet oracious Maſter, that ſhall finally deter 
ncus; and not that of our paſlionate fellow 
ervants : It theſe were irreverſible, and the K 

of the bottomleſs pit were in our cuftody, 1 
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Chap.10. 
Mut.19.25. Who then can be ſaved ! Bur as the lc 
ſevere cenſures , arc a preſent wot atron of Charity, 
ſothey tend to the pe Pe tuating it by obſtructing 
return to that wnty « f Fudgment, which mighe 
cher up the VC =, 4m... gs al breach : tor while men 
recip rocally load each others opinions and per- 
ſons with dec reltable mputations , 13 they really 
ſpeak what they think, they do [till more deeply 
impreſs u upon themſclves the prejudice to that 
which they accuſe, ( hatred as well as love g4- 
thering (trenge! by being aCtuated : ) bur if they 
do indeed not belicve their own charge, yet having 
once made it, cither upon Intereſt or Paſſion, 
tis not probable they will want pride to main- 
tain it; and when we conſider how ruling a 
ce of carnality that is, we cannot wonder if it 
in wy pole men to retrattations. | wiſh we had 
: t00 many , and too Jate inſtances of ſome 
ahole weighticlt objett1on againit a cauſe, has 
been their own former vielewer e againſt it. When 


men have once ftaſtncd the bran 1 ot Herehe, Pro- 
paanencſs or Blaſphcmy upon an epmron, they 
think they cannurt atrerwards become its Proſe- 
htes , without either ſeeming to aſſume thoſe 


Guiits, or at lcaſt that of having flſly chars d 
them upon others : and the Horns of ſuch a 

Dilemma do fo TOre thei: reput a01on, that it often 
tzmpts to ſalve that with the n ounding of con/ct- 
] perſwades them rather to re5ect their 
than « xpolc their credits. Andcer- 
the only ill conſequent of our 


Fe, In 


afations , it would be enough to pre- 
JUSLCE 
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judice them as unfit Inſtruments in a Goſpel-de. 
ſign ; but though they ſuit not with that work to 
which they ſolemnly pretend, they arc moſt ac 
commodate to that they really produce : For if we 
examine in the third place, what fluence theſe 
our cager conteſts have upon our att:ons, we ſhall 
hnd them tully proportionable ro our words. And 
firſt negatively, 'tis apparent in too many , that 
they arc apt to confine even the common offices 
ot humaniry to their own ScEt : and others who 
donor ſo, yer ſhew ſo great partiality in diſpen- 
ſing them, as diſcovers the name of Chriſtian Is 
not half fo charming, as that of their own ports 
cular Fattion, Were inſtances of this kind as 
needful IS they arc mHMmcrons 1, 'TWcre calic co give 
multitudes : but 1 think none that has liv'd in 
our late contuſtons can have wanted occaſions of 
obſerving it in ethers, at leaſt, it not in himſelf. 
Bur alas, omiſſions are ſcarce worth our notice, 
when there are ſo many poſitrve Atts of unkine 
nels ſo vitible among us: They know little 
ancient, and lcls of modern T imes, that arc unac- 
quainted with the mutual perſecutions, which al 
molt all partics have alternately raisd, 

ag1inlt another among Chriſtians : Gonfiſcatiun 
and banikments, Gibbets and flames ; W capons 
God knows much too carnal for a ſpiritual war 
farc, yct much more in uſc than thoſe S. Pa 
recommends to Timothy, pentlene(s, and meet i 
ruling + Spe oſers, 2 Tim. 2. 25,26. And when 
'tis conſider'd that thoſe Oppoſers roo were Hes 
thens, 11 be more than 2 little ſtrange, th 
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Severity ſhould be allowable to Brethren, which 
was intcrdicted againlt Aliens, Is it an caftier 
ac. Þ crime to reject the entire body of that Faith which 
we was Once delivered to the Saints, than to difler 
eſe W in the explication at ſome one branch of it ? Nay, 
all W perhaps only of ſome corollary and deduttion from 
ind MW it, which as far as it is humane , may be fallible, 
hat W and therefore can no more command my afſent 
cs Ml than it ſatisfies my judgment ; yet this is general- 
Tho ly the molt that can be affirmed of our difle- 
en- MW ricnces; For almoſt what Party is there which 
' is MW do not avowedly own all that Faith which con- 
T1 ſtirurcd the firſt Ghriftians f Would God, we did 
| as MW as uniformly cmbrace the Charity too; and then 
zivc WM molt of our diſputes would be ſuperſeded, at 
lin WM lcaſt fo calmd, that there ſhould be none of 
of Wl thoſe deſtractive cfte&ts which they now pro- 
ſelf. WF duce : For alas, how many tuncral piles has this 
ice, WI prepoſterous zeal kindled ? So that what ſome 
in WW faidot Draco's Laws, may too jultly be applicd 
: of W to our arguments, that they have been writ ra- 
nac- Wl ther in blood than Int. Burt as Chriſt when he 
12- WF forewarn'd his diſciples of the enſuing perſecu- 
one Wl tion, tells them, not only they ſhall be kill'd, bur 
en; WY they ſhall be put out of the Synagogue : Sonow 
200s WI 35 it Chriſtians were emulous of every branch 
war- WW of Fewrfb cruclty, we tranſcribe that part of the 
Paw WW copy too, and cither by caulleſs excommunica- 
t 6 ting others, or (cparating our ſetver, we deny the 
phen benche of publick communion ro cach other : And 
Hes WH this is a greater ſeverity than the former, by how 
chat WW much more implacable our hate is againſt what 
| WC 
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we count error, than what we know to be vice - 
and by how much the concerns of the Soul are 
mare eſtimadl; - than thoſc oft the Body. lhe In- 
veterateneſs of thoſe Feuds which riſe fron 
Opinion, may clearly be diſcovered in this 
inſtance; Ilct a man have committed all 
outrages Which may render him unworthy to 
live , YC C whe Nn Wwe } prom CULTC him to 4 CaTP, we 
willingly aftord him all helps towards his future 
fate , and no man is ſo inhumane as to retuſe t 
pray, cither for or with a Malctactor; yet ſome 
tew ſpeculative differences are ſuch a gulphbe- 
twixt us,that we cannot meet even in that we a! 
acknowledge our common Duty , the worſhrs of 
our God. Certainly among all the accurſcd ilfucs 
ot Our Confenurifor , the re 1S NOne riQure ma! nant 
and criminal, than this of Sch1/m and Separat: 
and would men judge diſpaſhonately , more irra- 
tional roo: For Joubtlc [s were our caſe (tated ro 
any ſober Heathen, he would never be abler 
pucſs , why they who cqually acknowledor cnc 
advantage and necefiiry of prayer, cont is the 
ſame God, have the fame common wants in this 
world, and hopes in the next, may not ask in the 
fame form, and in the fame place. Alas, 1 
not cnough to be at diſtance where we drFer, but 
mult we be fo alſo where we agree? Is unity! 
dreadtul to us, that we muſt act contradictions 
ro eſcape 144 Surcly t! ISIS2 ranger Filcin gti 
ot the ſpirit of Diviſion, than that in the Golpe 
Demoniach, which cnabled him ro break all bonds 
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\ Seviour, crying out, What have we to do with 
ae Wl ther, thou Feſus the Son of God, art thou come to tor- 
in- ment us ? Who knows what a powertvl Exor- 
on I cilm the united interceſſions of the Chriſhan 
this r14 might have deen ; had we jovntly depreca- 

tc our quarrels, God might have found a way to 
to WW have c mpos 4 them, thou; gh we could not; and 


we our Fedry might have CCIME -nrcd thoſc breaches 
ture which our difſents made, but our ſeparation wi- 
$ to lons | know the venerable names of the Sanctions 
me ot Holy Gi inch, the hundred thirty ſeventh Ca- 
| be- "0n of the Code ot the univerſal Church, which 
| al 11S in X P72 OF! rms, OrTiy 4 © apfTIEG! TY10- 
» of ruriuoer xi, that we onght not to pray with 
lucs Heretichr or Sch:ſmati t and very many warm Cx- 
nant ny I; ns of £1 ( Father *1 ui Iuci! Mc in this caſc: 
190, Par till we IE-:Xcommunicate with the Tears and 
Tir? Sorrows, and publick concernment of the Primi- 
d to k CREE, who rectus d all afts of kindneſs 
lc to nly our of and the 1 moſt ardc at Chariry,we 
nc may by no mcans lav claim ro their rp trern, whoſe 
the nocements only How trom malice ; nad invcrc- 


this rtchare, Would we indeed c mport with the 
y the Cam of thoſe hapry Times, wefſhould have 


F | it of ) FS; In ONf (clves lo much, 
but not to have lighrely charg 9 it upon others; we 
y | vid have praved for the converſion of Diflen 
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Church the holy Fathers have generally branded 
it as the higheſt impicty; and no marvel, for 
it is one of thoſe Gyant-like fins, which not only 
oppreſlcs men , but invades cven God himſelf 
Tis the mangling and aflaſſinating that body tg 
which Chriſt owns an mſeparable connettion ; the 
putting him to head ſcatrterd limbs; inſtead of 
an entire compact body, as it we mcant to refute 
St. Paul, ſhew him 'tis poſſible that Ghrift may b: 
divided. Good God ! what ſhall we ſay when u: 
ſce Heathen Soldiers eſtimate Chriſts coat high: 
cr than Chriſtians do his body ! they thought the 
one too good to be parted , but we ceaſe not to 
tcar and mangle the other, and which is yet more 
monſtrous, make it 4 part of our Religion to do ſo, 
We name our Op:mons our Faith, and when un- 
der that Title we have cnſhrin'd them, we make 
more barbarous Immolations than ever the moſt 
ſavage Heathens did. They ſacrificed ſome tew 
objects of their Love , their Ghildren, but we it 
crifice the very affeHion, and think our Zeal lute 
warm till it have reduced our Charity to «fr: 
And now it we compare theſc our Drviſrons,Wrats 
and Bitterneſs, with thoſe fundamental, Golpe!- 
precepts of Hnity, Love and Meekneſs, we mult 
ſurely ſay we have not there ſo learn'd Chil: 
And then how ridiculous is it, to pretend a Zcal 
to that Goſpel, whoſe very Foundations we un 
dermine ? Peace is at once the bleſſing and duty 0f 
Chriſtians, and thoſe heats of ſpeculative Con: 
reſts which violate ir, will certainly never ſerv 
to make us cither good or happy. And theretore 
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till Charity ccaſe to be an Efſential part of Chri- 


ſtianity(which certainly we muſt burn our Bibles 
ere we can ſuppoſe ) we mult conclude, that our 
Diſputes , and the ways whereby we manage 
them, how much ſoever they pretend to Preſerve, 
do indeed evacuate and deſtroy true, that is, Pra- 
Hick Chriſtianity, 


CHAP. XL 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, as 
they engage upon ill Arts and Scandalous Pratii- 
ces, to ſuſtain the eſpouſed Cauſe and Party. 


N D yet ſo unhappily are many men mi- 

A ſ{taken, that theſe irregular beats which 
thus waſte the vital ſpirits of Religion, 

arc thought the moſt Soveraign Cordials to ſup- 
port them. The higheſt Parox!ſm of this Fever 
is deem'd the rerfecteſt Health. Men eſteem 
the over-Howing of their Gall, the exuberance of 
their Zeal,and then all the Promiſes to the farth- 
ful combatant in Chriſts camp, they confidently 
appropriate to that their ſo emment Grace; 
though indeed it can with no more propriety be 
call'd ſo, than Pharaohs lean Kine might be ſaid 
tobe fat, becauſe they had devour'd thoſe that 
were ſo. In plain terms, men lay ſo great weight 
upon their being of right opinions, and their ca- 
gernefs of abetring them, that they account that 


the 
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the wnum neceſ[a rium , and think the propagating 
of thoſe ſo important 4 ſervice to God, as will jy 
ſtifc the ule of the molt mierdifted inſrument,, 
legitimate the molt enormous Commuſſions , that 
they can phancy contributive to that pious End 
And morcover commute for the neglcEt of Pr; 
Flick duties in the general tract of their lives 
ſhall not here urge the hazard of mcns crring in 
the choice of opinions, nay , the ccrtainty that 
ot many oppoſite, one only can be the right; and 
then to all ſuch as miſs that , thcir very ground 
work tails them. 1 ſhall only confine my (elf ty 
the malignant mluence this Periwalion has On pr4- 
lice, and in that reſpcEt 1 cannot but afthrmit x 
moſt pernicious delu 1011 , winich as it tends Cx 
tremely tro the enhanſing the bitterneſs of our 
conteſts, ſoit may jultly be reckoned among the 
worlt cfics of them, and is a molt irrefragebl: 
proof how much they obſtruEt the vital efficacy 
Religion in our hearts. Nor is it any new thing 
for men thus to deceive themſelves ; for we had 
ſuch Conhdences as thelc trequently upbraided 
to the Te rs, both by the Pr phe ts and Chriff hin 
{ct , thcy thought rhcir Zesl to thc Icmplic ang 
ritual obſcrvanccs fo invincibly mcritorious , 2 


no Crime could detcat, and that their legal purifi 
cations would render them acceptable in Gods 
Eyes, in ſpight of all their Moral poilutron: 
But how fallacious a hope this was, the many ic 
vere increpations of God do ſufficiently atrelt. 
Yer certainly their guilt was far below ours ; thc 
things they ſo depended on were parts , though 
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2 "ot the wi bole of their Duty ; thoſe Ordinances, 
) though perhaps {orewhat edubraccd by Rabbr- 
, wicah MULxLrures, yer tor the main were mmſtituted 
it Y God himſclt, and that with a delign of diſcri- 
|: WM min: nating and ſeparating them from the reſt of 
+ the world ; and ſuch peculiarities and privileges 
4s theſe , might have an aptneſs to excite that 
n MW picſumprion: But alas, the caſe is otherwiſe 
i: W with molt ot us; they are not the Revelations of 


» Gods will, not the Teſfament oft our dying Re- 
1. oomer,but ſome Codicils and Annexes of our own 
' we fo © arncſtly abcr. 'Tis not the Text (tor 


4 then CWere INpo fibvic for any that recciv'd the 
4 ame Canon of SCTipture ro differ) but our gloſſes 
x- to which we pay ſuch Keverence; and when on 
ur WH that account we ſever our iclves from thoſe to 
| whom the Commands of God, the Bloud of our 
"i Saviour have molt cloſcly united and cemented us; 
"WM wccan vet make a ſhitr to think that there is fo 
ns Wl much of Sacred in _ as ſhall not only render it 
highly rewardablc, but alſo hallow all other pro- 
fanations of our lives ; ans. in our fehu-march up- 
on ſuch an expedition, can turn all regrets of 
und WF conſcience (like For ams meſſengers) behind us. 
45 WW Ihatthis is ſo, nonc can doubt who obſerve with 
115- WW what boldneſs men ruſh upon the moſt unchriftian 
ods Wl fr, in purſuit of what they phancy a Chriftran 
wr; WH cauſe. Were it not tor thisamulet,how were it pol- 
ſc- WH ible for anyto think they may venture upon Per- 
clt. W jury, Sacriledge, Murdcr, Regicide, any thing 
the WU vithour impeachment to their Saint/hip; nay, to 
think that the only danger lics on the other fide, 
in 


the utmoſt ſpeed, is to do the work of the Lord nes. 
ligently. Yet that this has been a prevailin 
Perſwaſion, we have had too many, and too (ad 
inſtances ; and God grant we may not find them 
ſo repeated, that our ſenſe may ſuperſede the uſ; 
ot our memorics concerning them ; nor has this 
been peculiar to one only ScEt; but thoſe who are 
otherwiſe at the wideſt diſtance unite in this 
Principle. They arc not only Phanaticls that 
can ſay grace over the fouleſt cr:mes, and conſe- 
cratc them to the uſe of a good cauſe; it weets- 
mine the Dypticks cither ot Conclave or Conſiſto- 
ry, we ſhall find ſome Saints upon that account, 
who could never have becn ſo upon any other, 
And when we conſider how often Heaven has been 
mortgaged to gain Auxiliarics from Hell, how 
men = becn encouraged to the molt damning 
fms,by promiſes of being certainly ſaved; we mult 
cither think that a Holy cauſe is omnipotent 
enough to reverſe Gods decrees , to ſave whom he 
would damn, or clſc that this pretence is one ot 
the moſt ruinous deceits, the moſt fatal Tres 
chery to ſouls that ever Satan contrivd , who 
though he do in all inſtances play the eMounte 
bank , yet ſure never more than when on cont 
dence of this Antidote he perſwades us thus to 
{wallow down his deadlieft Poyſon. 

I MUST not herc attempt to enumerate all 
the unchriftian praftices, that have on this ſcore 
been made, nor only lawful but meritorious; ye! 
there is one of ſo frequent uſe , that I mult _ 

agvcit 
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in being remsſly wicked , that to ſlack any thing of 
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advert unto it, and that is, thoſe calumnizs and 


falſbosds, which arc now become a picce of Eccle- 
ftick as well as flate policy, and a great part of 
that oftenfive armour wherewith our controver- 
tiſks a(flaulr onc anothe r. Indeedit we confides 
how many forges arc daily going for theſe Engines, 
we ſhall have rcaſon to think, all Partics have an 
high cſtecm of their «uſefulneſs. Ot theic Calum- 
bes rc w_ roo many ſorts and degrees to bc 
here particulariz'd : Ard indeed thoſe, who pcr- 
mit themſelves to uſc any,can be ſuppos'd to have 
no othe r boundaries than the advantage of their 
: And accordingly as that ſcemstoexar, 
they ar th their Scene; ſometimes they traduce the 
perſons of their oppoſers, and by railing prejudi- 
ces ag2i inſt them, hope ſome of it will reflect up- 
on their doCtrine & d men generally know how 
to diſtinguiſh between reports and certaimtzes, this 
fratagem would be as uns&iIfut as it is | WING CMMOMS: 
tet coalide ring the vulgar remper, it $ not unapt- 
y ſuited to it. This it ſ:cms was ancicntly 
Hwoty it being the 01d Greek advice, Oap- 


E _— % #* - 
12547 60 >x; x "V ,od «ay Tai Sintoranr X21 >y 


ExTEUTY T6 >a ©. co ied n er Oo, » 42m W814 Tn; P 1 
. Tocalummate fouth, for that how perfettly 
eter the wound of reproach be heal d, there will FN e- 
main a ſcar ; and thouzh we wipe away with never fo 
l ch Care the dirt t/ YOM 47 145 there will be left ſeme 
uhage bebind * And accordingly this was _ 
xpe hone the Pagans us'd 1 oninlt the Primitr: 
iiflians, to put them thus in the skins of bt =o 
nd ſhapes of monſters, and then worry them to 


L1 


death, 
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death. And this is the method ſtill, though 
heightned and improved ; and our Religion has 
ſuttercd infinitely more ſince we usd it againſt 
each other, than when they manag d it againſt the 
whole Gommunity. But befides this defamation 
Perſons, another branch of this black Art is the 
depraving ot VV ritings, both in the ſenſe and ver 
lettcr, and dircet words ; for the former of theſe, 
whoſoever obſcrves the ſtrange perverſions, and 
aftcctcd miſtakes of mens meanings viſible in ms 
ny of our Polemick diſcourſcs, will ſure reſolve 
that a mans imtentrons, as well as his words and 
«Htions may be calumniated : Nor does the letter 
ſcape better ,cvery period which threatens danger 
to the cauſe muſt be mutilated and diſmembred, 
and as Sampſon was by the Philiſtines,loſe its Hait 
and Eycs, and then be made ſport for the whole 
party. Andl1 ftcar there arc too few, whodo neat 
in this caſc take the Few reparation, an Eye fo 
an Eye, &c. retaliatc to the adverſary the foul 
play they receive. But ſome advance yet higher, 
and think it not cnough to make an Argument « 
Teſtimony uſcleſs ro the Enemy, unleſs they 
draw it over tO 1 vemſeives, make it betray the ide 
it was to maintain, and as a Conqueror ulcs tore 
ſtore Arms to ſuch of the adverſe party, as wil 
turn to his, ſo after they have by fatisfactions i 
curcd themſelves of its aid, it ſhall then be mac 
as potent as is poſſible, and with ſuch kind of K+ 
negado [YOOpS AS theſc,ſome cauſes have been much 
ſupported. Yet were this T10lation offer'd on!y 
to the writings of living mcn, who might vindi- 

cats 


Chap 11, 4 thry engage upon It Arts, &c. 295 


catc it, *twere not ſo trancendently goble, but 
it molt frequently falls upon tho ſe, who have 
made their beds in the duſt; who have chang'd 
their own Form, and cannot ſecure their Writings 
from the ſame fate : Nay, tis yet more trequent 
ly theſe, whom we have all reaſon to ſuppole, #1 
moſt of us proteſs to belicve, glorified San 
and this ſupcradds a daring preſumption to a 
other cixcumſtances of the ovile, and hceightens 
an injuſtice into Sacriledge. Ir has always been 
keld the molt deteſtable ſort of forgery to coun- 
terfeit Teſfaments, though the Teffator were ot ne- 
ir {0 low a nary Or "bi 'S bequeſt of never {o 
mean a value : And ſhall ir now paſs for a picce of 
commendable dexterity, an art of manage to tallific 
thoſe writings by which the Fathers of the Church 
&lign'd to cntail truth and prety, not 5; rife and 
fallow upon her? We know, Necromancy has 
jaſtly been reputed one of the moſt horrid forms 
of Sorcery, becauſe it enforced dead men to ſpeak 
what the [:t mg were inquiſitive to hear. I leave 
t to be conſider'd what this wants of that, bc- 
ſides the dreadful ceremonies of the Incantation ; 
certainly "tis a guilt which nothing but our too 
tamiliar acquaintance with it could make unfor- 
owe And indc ed thi 5 who!c method of ſ{er- 
fing 2 cauſe by fach j ſtr ft r mears is ſo utrerly re- 
pugnant ro the Princi ples even of ingenuous na- 
ture, that we can ſcarce caſt a greater ſcandal up: 
Un an Opini On, tha wed Of 't needs ſuc *N Aid 
Tis by Hi 0rV14ns "- inded 45 an exccrable fact in 
him, who to ſccure himſelf from a neizbbour 
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Prince, call'd the Turk into Chriſtendom : : But 
ſurc thoſc who to tortific their fide have brought 
in this Artifice of calumniating and fal fyme, have 
done an Act no lcſs 1Mprous ; the conſtitution of 
Chriſtianity agrecing tall as well with the 4s 
ran as with theſe Pix fraudes ; as ſome of then 
who perhaps mcan the fraud more than the Pim 
are plcas'd tocall them. Nay indeed, they accord 
not much better with P/ iloſe opby than Dromt, 
every man knows the nature of contraries is to 
combate and expel, not to cheriſh and ſupport 
one another. How abſurd is it then for thoſe, 
who ſay they delign to advance truth, to make 
falſhood thei Inſtrument. I wiſh they would cx 
periment to accommodate their ſecular concerns 
at the ſame rate, let them cool them in the Fire, 
warm them in the Froſt, and feed themſelves by 
perpetual Faſting, and when they find cauſe to 
commend theethcacy of that Mcthod, they may 
with faircr _o ncc in this higher inſtance recon- 
Cile the feuds of Reaſon and of Nature, and make 
a lye the Evidence of Truth. In the interim, it may 
well paſs for Sophiſtry as well as ſin; and doubtlels 
whatever advantages arc hop'd for to privateSects 
and Partics by this art, Chriſtian Religion inge 
neral is hugely prejudiced by it: For when ma 
ſhall compare the veracity of Heathens with our 
falſhoods ; learn from Hiſtorians, that among thc 
P erſrans, 
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was deem d a fault of the greateſt turpitude,and they 
therctorc laid an ill Character upon perſons n 
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ems he that # ſo muſt needs tell hes : : And when 
they ſhall ſee in the Laws of Cingss a barbarous 
Tartar, Lying made a Capital crime, and yet 
among Chriſtian Gaſurfts made a holy artifice, they 

;ill be rempted to think our end as fictitious as 
WW our nay ; and that our Religion has little counte- 
Wl cance from truth, which is thus tain to make byes 
1 ics Refuge. Thus unhappily do thelſc Arrows 
revert, not only on thoſe who ſhoot them, but in 
Wl the face of Chrif Hamity iticlt, which is detam'd, 
+ 2nd traduccd by thoſe Nlanders, we aim at our pri- 
Talk 4at x [aries. 

BU belides this dire, there are other more 

je Ways of making vice ſublcrvient to Relt- 
«MM cw, or to ſpeak more properly, of making Kel:- 
2120 ſublcrvient to Tice; tor ſome Zealots of ſe- 
We PartiCcs, who morc regard the numerouſne(s 
of than purity of their Profeflors, diſcerning how 
y much the ſcnſual part of mankind (tartles at the 
5 ſtricknels of Golp« [-precepts, are induſtrious to 
: WT take oft that diſcouragement, not by convincing 
vl them of the real divine ſweetneſsand pleaſantneſs 
GJ of chem, but by debaling and accommodating 
LM them more to the carnal appetite : Yet here men 
eM procced not all alike, ſome uſe Chriits yoke, as 
all Hananich did that of Feremy, break it quite oft ; 
i others only cfIay to flacken and alleviate it, that 
we it may not pi inch the lults of lilertine 1 
vw Of the firſt ſort are ſuch, as having made the 
yl *erence to their Party the infailible mark of - => 
in {:fication, and that SanCtifhcation of Ele#ion, do 
»|f rom thence proclaim to all who are ſo qualified 
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a general Jubile and manumiſſion from the bond 
even of Ghrift's as well as Moſes's Law: or if ſome 
of them allow it to remain an impotent director, 
yet while they affirm that God ſees no fin in by 
Ele, or it he do, bcholds them as a Father docs 
the harmleſs falls of his Child, rather with ſmile 
than anger, they make the violations of it fo fake, 
that they arc too ſure to be many, and between 
abrogating and thus cnervating a law, the dife- 
rence is mecrly verbal. 

OF the {ccond fort arc ſome, who by indul. 
gent and partial gloſics, ſeek to mollifie the ſere. 
rity of Chriſts commands. That contrive for 
their Clicnts not the means of Obeying, but the 
arts of Eſcaping them. Like the unjuſt Steward, 
tcach their Lords Debtors to write fifty in flead of 
a Hundred ; and decide Caſes of conſcience more 
according to the mtereſts and paſſions of men, than 
the will of Chriſt. There are a generation of 
men of whoſe Dexterity in this faculty the world 
has taken ſo much notice that I need not name 
them, a ſort of cafic Caſurfts who ſeem to hare 
ercCtcd a Court of Equity to relieve men againlt 
the ripour of divine Law; and there is littic 
doubt but they ſhall find enough ready to make 
ſuch appeals: Men love to be Chriſtians as Cheap 
as tiicy can,and therefore will cloſe with that 
party, which offers the cafict terms : And then 
while theſe ſpiritual Pioneers do thus enlarge rhe 
narrow way, make it a road as well for the Bealt 
as the Man, the brutiſh ſenſual, as well as rations 
divins Part of us, no wonder though Sholes > 

Converts 
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Converts throng in to them. Burt 'tis to be con- 
fider'd that all his while this is winning Proſe- 
lvtes to thanſelves,not to God; the gaining them 
toa Seft, nor 4 Religion ; at lc aſt nor to tht PUrc 
ccligion,and andefiled, which rhe grand Aut: 10r of 
our Faith has both excmplified, and propos 'd to 

5: for how much that ſuffers by cliis way of pro- 
dr private opinions, is more than cnough 
apparent. Yet {o ambitious arc our prime lea- 
det 5 of ſuch Tropics, tiat in © rder to them lome 
are (1d roaſcend yet a ſtep higher, and beſides 
his general encouragement they give tO mens 
laſts by taking off Reſtraints, do in ſome caſes 
aCtually promote Agr excite them. For when 
they ſce a licentious perſon whoſe acqueft they 

lee beneficial to their cauſe, they have artifices 
of fomen ting his riots, do not only take oft the 
ridle, but uſe the fpur alſo, hoping _ at the 


4; 


und if may Ct mnducec ro their FL ne It any 
tink it imp MAible it ſhould do oo Jet them 
confider thar among our vario us Opinions _ 


encre arc v hich (cl! Hcaven much cheaper tha 1 

others darc, that allow ſuch eaſe attonements as 
the molt habituated finner necd not deſpair of : 
ind then the moſt infallible means to aſcertain 
luch to thar p | 2, is to make them too bad for any 


7-1 Or naman is refolute to Keep his 

bs while he / og and yet anwilling to rclin 
juiſh all hep-: when he dries, "tis more than p 

Sracc that protection Wi ch bigs 
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the more fare he will be 10 fly to the borns of thi 


Altar ; 


theſe reeds ; 


the nearer ſinking, the aptcr to catch 
{o that the Proje Ct is nut empol:tich, 


thou; -h God knows ſo 1mprore, that 'tis much fi 
owe fo rhc Scho ol ot Mac hiawil than of Chrif 

and ſcems to verihc that im putation aS ro A part 
of Chriſtians, 


_—_ _ upon the whole : 


Ghurch wa 


which Fultan once as aillys _ 


A vium 44141 ſanttuary > 5 mo" 


flagitious off c1 iders, 


which fo Or: 


and protetted thoſe o 


#r rt ligion allowed any FE xpiation. 


indeed fo horrid that I cannot think there arc 
many conſcrences ſo cauteriz d by this hery 224 
as to admir ir, ; 
is £00 much certainty, 
proper inſtance in our preſent argument; tor if 
mens eagerneſs to ſupport their ſeveral ſides, can 
tranſport them to ſuch attempts as thele, 'tis 
abundant Evidence how much ( | 
by theſc conteſts of under-taCtions, which whil: 
they pretend to 


her ow n 7 


dane it, there 
and therctorc 'tis no im- 


yet that ſome have 


WEL 4,do indeed invade hc 


BUT beſides the faults men commit with 
this immediate avowed a pets apon their religion, 
there are others which lily ſhroud themſclvs 
undcr the s&irt of its manthe: 
ot common lite, which theugh they pretend nct 
to advance the cauſe, yet when a acted by a Zeal! 
are thought to be overwhelm'd by his heroick 
Prety. Indee 
work about others faith, 


| mcan thoſe Sms 


men who make themſelves ſo muct 
arc {cldom art lciſurc to 
regulate thcir own prattice, and fo have no my 
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of ſtating their accounts with God, but by ba- 


lancing the exceſs of the one againſt the defeffs 
ot the other: How ſuch reckonings will paſs 
the grand Audit, 'tis | think not hard to divine ; 
but in the interim, it keeps them very cheertul 
and ſecure, teaches them a Receipt to retain all 
their Sims, and yet loſe none of their confidence ; fo 
that when they have immerſe themſclves in all 
flthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, they can truſt 
their zeal to refine them from all that Droſs. 
Nor docs it only thus reconcile them to their own 
vices, but ro other mens alſo, whoſe moſt brutiſh 
:nſualities they can look on with perteCt pati- 
ence, nay even Atheiſm itſclt can have farr 
Bauarter : They arc not much diſcompoſed to (ce 
men have no rel; 210n, tis only the having one dif- 
ferent from their own that awakes their indigna- 
tion; then like S2ul when ſeiz'd on by the evil 
ut, they calt about their Javelins, think no ri- 
por t00 great on ſuch a pProvocati n;, yer CVYCN 
here they have intervals, and the very ſame per- 
lons who are thus at odds upon a relz2:0us, can 
unite upon a v1tc0us account. Thoſe whamutu- 
ally denounce damnation to cacffother, can with 
tall accord combine in thoſe prattices which will 
aſcertain it to them borh,as it they ſo much fear'd 
to have their prediftions deteated, that they 
would be cach others convey to the land of dark- 
neſs. Thoſe that will by no mcans .mect at the 
Church, know not when to part at the Tavern, 
2nd though they will not joyntly parta ike of the 
Gup of the Lord, arc yct very ſociable at the Gup 


of 
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of Devil, » ] mcan thoſe exceſſive debauches 
which are a moſt acceptable drink-offering ty 
tholc internal ſpirits. ——_ we not ſcen many 
whoſe diſtant © pinions have taſtned upon one 
another the brand of Antirhriftiamſm, who hav 
yet like Gog and eMagog joyn d againſt the hol; 
City ? And thoſ: who could never agree on the 
way of ſcrting up Ghriſls Throne, have yet been 
very unanumous in pulling down th C Kings. Thus 
alas, do we jultle one another out of the narrex 
path that leads to life, but can hand in hand run 
our Caricr in the broad way of deſtruction 
And doubtleſs this great unevennc(s, theſe ſpiri. 
tual tcuds, and carnal cndcarments between the 
fame perſons ; this empetuous zeal, and as 1 mpe- 
[10145 luf! Fin th IC ſamc heeafts © 18 14 n« VET be, did 
not men depend ſo confidently on the one, as to 
think it will commute, and ſatishe tor the other 
Bur alas, how groundlcfs a Preſumprion this is, 
the whole tenor of the Goſpel does abundantly 
witneſs. In all rhat grand Gharter where is there 
the leaſt Clauſe importing ſuch an immunity? | 
am ſurc there arc multitudes that affert the con- 
trary. Indeed the whole trame of the Evangeli 
cal covenant is totally again{t it : I hat requiring 
an cntire uniform $8: actity, and allowing no 
other pri izengpe TO the {rs of the moſt Know! ing 
Proteſlors, but a prevemmen: inp uni/hment, oo 
being beaten with many ffrepes. And when tis con- 
ider d that the end of all religion is but the draw- 
ing 1s toa corformity with God, rhe imprefling 
on us ſome Character of his crerna! 70odnefs and 
holincſs 
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holineſs, will be as abſurd as impious to be- 

lieve that our ze«l to any Religion can abſolve us 
ny Wl from that purity which is the end and deſign of 
ne I all. And while this is the way men take to ap- 
Tho prove their PICTY, 'tis no marvel to hnd fo many 
\. Wl Chriſtians, and ſo little Chriſtianity in the 
he world : tor that is not to be c{timated by the num- 

en WM ber of its profefiors, bur by their obedzence to its 
vs WH Rules, and he thar gives up his name to it and 
os WH not bis heart, will receive as little advantage by 


un I it, as he brings honour to it, and how little that 
_= 's in reſpect ot its internal Efhicacy, is I preſume 
ri- Wl competently evidenced. 

he BUT that we may more throughly diſcern 
how univerſally deſtructive our wranglmgs arc 
lid toit, inall its concerns, Ict us a little examine 
to whether they do not endammage it even in re- 
oy lpeCt of outward profeſſion allo. This may ſeem 
Is, a {tra angec Ours ry To thoſc who rhink their dip utes 
ly 3bout Religion arc yy denominate them the 
dis preat confeſſors of the Arc : yet certainly there 
'l 15 but r00 much gre und not only tor the enquiry, 
Nn- but to reſolve it in the i And it ir 
li- prove ſo, 'twill infer but ſadly ro thoſe who ha- 
"2 ving laid the whole ſtreſs of rheir Hopes upon 
"0 their zeal to advance their Faich, will be tound to 
Ig have pull'd down morc than they have built up, 
he WW Now Chriſtianity may in reſpect of protefiion 
n- decay two ways, either in its bepes, or in its poſ- 
W- ſeſſion, the one in 1clation to fliens, the orher to 
8 Diſciples, The firſt by hi: \dring o the acceſs of 
id "ep Converts, the ſccond by ſtaggering 2 Or alicna- 


ting 
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ting the old, and both theſe ways ſhe viibly a 

pcars ro ſuttcr by our divions. And firſt if we 
conſult but our experience, it we truſt but our 
own obſcrvations, we cannot but confeſs that the 
Goſpel has long been at a great ſtand : That 
that Sun which at its firſt ariling was like Ds 

vid's,Pſal.19. ſurrounded the world in a vigorons 
efficacious motion,is fince become like Toftuch's, 
Foſh, 10. 12. arrcited in its courts : nay like He 
zetiab's, gone backw ard, I/a. 38.8. Mabumetiſn 

(if not Paganiſm) having long taken up its ſcat in 
mn of the molt flo uriſhing Apoſtolick plants. 
tions. A ſad change, that trom the daily and no- 
mcerous acccſhon of the fir{t rimes, it ſhould now 
become a kind of Prodrgy, a picce of news, ſcarce 
heard in an Ape, that one ſingle Proſelyte is gaind 
to the Ghurch » YET that thus it is, is to0 obvious 
to be denicd. And truly it is not much leſs ap 
parent that our diſlcntions have in a great degre 
contribured toir. For fhrit, as to the extirpation 
of the Eaſtern Churches, he that ſhall cxaminc 
the records of thoſe times, will have caulc ro lay, 
their Janglings and Divitions were not only ina 
moral or divine, but even in a proper natural ſenſe, 
the Inſtruments of it. The Turt only comingin 
at thoſe breaches which themſelves had made,nor 
had their Gand!effich pro babl y been removed, had 
they not fir{babus'd irs {:ebt, ro the ſetting them 
(clves in Gombutron. T hart thc fame cauſe has not 
yet had the ſame effe:? among us, is owing not 
to its wnagtneſs to produce it, but to the admirt 
ble patience and mercy of God, who yet withhoics 


that 
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that fatal Judgment, which we do qur parts to 
pull upon our {clves; our mutual violences a» 
gxinſt onc another herein unh appily combining 
and making one unitcd t« rc a oainlt us all. Bur 
though the drome goodneſs h hath hithcrto fo coun- 
ermined our treachery to our f(clves, as not to 
fufter us to enjoy thar [tate of darkneſs we have 
ocourted, yet certainly our contentions Arc Ex-+ 
tremely acceſlary to the continuing it upon 
4 Nets, OUT many neu and TUndring lights, howc- 
er they tail of having that Property of the Pillar 
fire, Exod. 14. of illumivating and conducting 
the Iſraelites, yet too much anitwer = other, in 
= ming cloud and darkneſs to the /Egyprians ; 
cre bein; p ſcarce any thing more apt to intcr- 
cc ept thc bear ms of the Sun of rightcouſneſs trom 
the Heathen world, cvery of thoſe little encloſures 
our ws Factions have made in the Church, becoming 
t partition-wall to keep others our of it. This 
may | be made evident in ſeveral reſpedts. As firlt, 
1 relation to thole many moral oblzquities in 
which our cager diſputes do (as hath alrcady been 
ſhewed ) b=tray us, which cannot but give fo 
much ſcandal to any conlidering man,that we can 
ſcarce hope any can turn to us as to a better Re- 
ligion, but will rather think it the way to relin- 
quiſh all ; to oblitcratc thoſe natrwe impreſſions ot 
Picty and Honeſty they brought with them into 
the world, ſo that if we expect any Proſelytes it 
mutt be only ſuch as would live worſe than mere 
nature allows them. 


BUT 
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BU T this though as important a conſiders 
tion as can well be, 1 ſhall not here infiſt on, hs. 
ving in the ſecond ScEtion given ſome inſtances 
how apt our Morality is to detame our _—2 
and confirm men in Oppoſition to it. Bur thoug 
this be a great, yet is not the only mcans b 
which our Diſſentions hinder the progre! $ © of the 
Goſpel, for they do not only make rmfidels lefs 
inclinable ro reccive it, but ws to oropagate it 
Thoſe do fo buſic and engroſs us, that there is 
neither Icifure nor hcart Ictr for this. Our 
atliveſt ſpirits arc fo engaged at home in aflcrting 
their As are quarrels, that all ſuch f reven . 
ſigns are forgot. For as in Grit, fo in FEcodlefis 
ftrcal concerns, every one is more Induſtrious to 
advance his pecultar intereſt than that of the com 
munity, accordingly we find innumerable pr 
mulgers ot cverv new Opinion. N © Sed! Wwanrs 
its Ipoſles to propagate and diftuſc it ; but where 
are there any that have the like care for the min 
Root of Chriſtian Religion, which they ha 
theſe little Two and Of-/zts which they have 
planted in their own Gardens ; how many ages 
muſt we look back to hind a man that has made it 
his buſineſs to convert Infidels to the Faith. Tos 
truc indeed there are ſome very magnificent re 
lations of modern attempts this way, of great in- 
duſtry ſore have us'd to bring the molt ſavage 
nations to the obcdicnce of Chritt : b ut if we ext 
mine, twill be obvious, the main dcft2n was to 
ſubject them to themſelves, "Twas not ſo much 
their Heatheniſm as their territories they invaded, 
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and ſuch Apoſtles as theſc arc il] qualified ro make 


S. Paul's protefiion, 2 Cor. 12. 6. [ [cet not yours 
tut you, And thc ſuccels Of (uch t flays have 
keen anſwerable to the motive; they have won 
iches but not Souls. The Goſpel in one hand and 
1 ſword in the other has made many flaves, butl 
ſcar few Ghrifftsans. Indeed, what encourage- 
mcenr had thotlc POL r CICATUICS ra ICCTCIVEA Re- 
ligion from their Oppreſtors * why ſhould they 
think that thoſc who rorturced and ki1l d their bo- 
ies, were really concern d to fave their Souls £ 
rthat thole who would not permit them toen- 
wy wnat was their own. mcant ro ne Ip them £to 
an\ tl ing bertcr * And while the felicities of ano- 
ther world were recommended to them only by 
auch, as had deprived them of all in #49, we cannot 
wondcr at thcir little apperite To embrace them , 
to hind the opprett Indians proteſt againſt that 
heaven where the Spaniards are to be their coha- 
ditants. In ſhort, this is furc ſuch a method of 
Evangelizing, as roo widcly difters trom that 
which hiſt plantcd the Church, to be likely ro 
advance its growth: ſo that notwithſtanding all 
pretences of this kind, we may reſume our aſ- 
lertion, and conclude that our inteftine diſcords 
perhaps not thoſe alone ) have diverted the Zeal 
of this more Chriſtian undertaking, and letr a 
great part.of the world under that invincible Ig- 
norance S. Pau! mentions, Rom. 10.14. How 
ball they call on him in »hom they have not believed, 
and bow ſhall they believe im him, of whom they have 
vet beard; and how ſhall they hear mithout 4 
preacher © 
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preacher? and God knows whether we have not 
hercin provided better tor their Excuſe than our 
own. 

THERE is yct another way by whic 
diviſions impede their converſion, and that is y- 
giving them prejudice to that Doctrinc abour 
which our {clvcs cannot agree, Tis an univerſal 


Maxim that truth # always conſe nant to 1! elf” 
and therctore where they ICC {o littic wnrty they 
have too much termptation to doubt of [ruth, 
He that wandring ſhould meet a Company that 
oftcr to condu th im to his journeys _ mipht 
reaſonably incline to deliver himſclt upto t! 
guidance ; but it he find them unagreed upon the 
way,one Diſputing tor this, and anoth | r That, 
and cvcry one protciting | againſt al al bur hi s Own; 
he would furc retract "his confidence, 
they oftcr'd him only more varicty of miſtal 
ſolve it as latc ro truſt himfclt to his own Error 
as etber mens. And this alas, ſcems ro be «& 
exact a parallcl of the preſent caſe 3; we Chiilti 
ans do ſo mutually damn one another, that 2 
POOL Turk or Heathen will think, he rather mult: 
plies than ends his Danger by aſlociating! 
ſclt with us; tor there being ſo many parties 
whichſocver he joyns himſelf to, there will be 
abundant odds againſt him ; ſo that it he could be 
ſecur'd the truth were among as, yet tne great 


-w 


difficulty of finding it out, would be a very dif 
hcartning conſideration. Beſides men love in 


tranſattions of preat Importance to havc as man, 
and as aedible Foucbers as may bc, and upon 
that 
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hat "= ewill furc be but a cold inducement to 
nv to turn Ghri/tzan,to torcice, that when he has 
dot he ſhall be diſown'd by far the greater 
part of that number, and that at his entrance in- 
1the Church, he ſhall be mer with almoſt as ma- 

Jnathemas, as when he was an Infidel. Nay, 
I ſcarce know whether I may call it an entrance 


into the Ghurch, or rather into a Gonventicle, or 


prticular Congregation, our arg” and Sc 
parations having hardly lett a poſhbility of 
weterndlt communion with thc anime ol Church, 
lince the communicating with one part of it, 
docs intallibly Excommunicate from another. 
Thus have we placed our flaming Sword (though 
bod knows no Gherubrm) at the gate of our Para- 
diſc, and when God calls all men to the watzrs 
life, our Contentions have made them like thoſe 
f Mir:h, fobitrer and unplcaſant,as derers and 
worts men from them : Which as it is inthe 
ugheſt degree injurious to them , ſo is it contu- 
mclious to hrm, whoſe invitations are by this 
mcans fruſtrated ; "tis in ſome degree the evacua- 
ting one of the main purpoſes of Chrilts coming 
into the World, which was to call men out of 
larkne(s into his marwellous light, and as He was 
thus ſent by his Father, ſo alſo were the Apoſtles 
loiemnly commiſſionated by him to preach ro 
the Gentile world , who with indetatigabic in- 
wſtry and reſolute ſufferings purſucd the charge; 
and lurc this is comperent evidence, that the 
lgn was of the greateſt and molt weighty 
mportancc, and ſuch as can never be 0.:t dared 
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till there ceaſc to be objects of ir, unbelievers to 
convert: And by that let us meaſure the guilr & 
obſtructing it, which if we would impartially 
| aflure my ſclt the moſt p fSonete Biger obp 
Party muſt confeſs, that it infinitely out weighs 
all th Picty his doctrine can pretend to, that his 
pecult, irChurch | gains not ſo much as theGatholick 
loſes : And that how euttiuts {ocver he hath 
Canonizd his quarrels , they are indeed but the 
worlt fort of Heathens, and ſerve to keep out the 
better. Yet bchides the miſchict they do in rele 
tion to thoſe that arc without, they arc extreme 
ly pernicious to thoſe that arc within, and that 
not only to ſome one Sect, but like an wrverſd 
poyſon, that is equally deadly to the molt coats 
ry complections, they operate on the molt d 
ſtant ranks of Profeflors, the tender and the obds 
rate, the ſcrupul ous and the profane. And firſt tor 
the tender tremulous Chriſtian, "tis calc todil- 
cern how much he muſt be diſtracted and amazd 
by them ; for while he hears each Sect thunde: 
out Damnation againſt cach other, he cannot but 
be {tartled at the danger of adhering to the wron, 
and though that may a while cxcite his diligence 
to di (cover r the right, yet when he comes to that 
inquilition, hc will meet with ſ> m any Polemict 
mMIrICacics TO cncang ole him, that after =_ 
turns, firſt to one ide, and then to another, he 
will be apt to think the only clue to extricate him 
our of this labyrinth of many Religions, #« to abi: 
don all. Nor is this mere ſpeculation and Cone 
(lure, God knows we have had ſucceſhively 
through 
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through the whole round of Error too many pre- 


thick experrments of it. Several perſons there 
have been, whoſe Zeal to find out truth by an un- 
happy rule of Falſe, directed them to allow of 
wery Error: W hile like fick men, who defire to dic 
oo0d-cheap , they put themſelves into the hands 
of any Empirick ; tollow each bold pretender, 
that has the impudence totalk of Truth, till Su- 
perſtition ends in Protanation, Godline(s proves 
Jtheiſm, and by having been of many Sets at latt 
have no Religion. And ſurcly this is a mon un- 
ha ppy | Eftc&t ot our diſcords , thus to be /tu 
Mlewg-blocks in our brothers way , and when we re 
member the woes pronounc '4 againſt thoſe that 
hall Scandalize any of the little ones, 'twill be 
ſtrange how men can think to approve their GLri- 
hignity, by the ruinc of their Brothers, or ſecure 
themſclves of Heaven by keeping Others thence 
For though Chriſt tells hisDiſciple there ſhould 
be ſome that ſhould think it a ſervice roGod fo br lf 
therr Bodies, yet to phancy the deſtroying of ſouls 
lotoo, is a Deception ot which we have neither 
record nor preditt ion in Holy Writ, and i « 4 ſu- 
pet xtation of the ſpirit of deluſion, peculiar to 
hoſe who have placed their own ſanc tity in theſe 
cligious wranglings, which ſcrve to deſtroy it in 
other men And as they thus ſcrve on the one 
ide to ſhiowrack the f.1th of theſe weak unſtable 
Souls; ſo do they on the other advance the ampre- 
7 of the daring finner; tor as they are Tempra- 
tion to the one, ſo are they Pretenle and Excuſe 
tothe other ro bid defiance ro all kcligion. He 
SJ 2 whoſe 
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312 Mi; chiefs ariſing from Diſputes, Chap.11 


wholc difſolute affettions have lo long been court. 
ing his underſtanding to turn Atheiſt , will ſar 
not loſe the advantage of ſo plauſible an Argu WJ ©" 
ment as our diviſiens afford him ; and fince his I the 
luſts engage him in an iIrreconcilableW ar againſt Wl "i! 
the p1 rattick pa rt of Picty, he will moſt gladly cm. WM '*** 
brace this occaſion of quarrel againſt the Theor Wh con 
alſo : So making himſclt entire, and extinguiſh. Ml {en 
ing tholc uncaſic regrets and miſgivings ariling p101 
from the repugnancy of his life to his belief |; MI mt 
were not hard to give b—_ {rum of theſe mens 


Log þ. and draw out thoſe Schemes ot Diſcourſe, 8 © 4 
by which trom out RE ——_ in Religion they Il 2 
inftc: the df: wame OT al;. *11t | tear thelc are tra 


alrcady too well known, and where they arc not, Wl © 
L ſhould be loth to be any mans Initructor. This Mt 2 
is] am furc too palpable, that how fallacrows lore i 
ver theſe Reaſonings are, they have been very il ©* © 
operative, as appears by the number of thoſe i © 


avowed Atheiſts among us, who placing then Wh ** 
ſclves mm tre ſeat of the ſcorner , _ rhemſcives 
ng lealing Divertiſement by deriding our e- il ''> 


ger ſcuffles about that which they think nothing 


It any man thinks that the Church is no loſer by 
the detection of ſuch Libertines, muſt bc allowed 
ro dilfent trom | ——_ firſt, CNCTc arc exampics Vu 
ot the molt vicious Perſons, that have bec n redu | 
ccd, and whilc they retain their Chriſtian bel Wen 
rhat lavs ſuch undeni 1bic obligations TO Þ od Ui, 
that whenever they reſume their reaſon , the) ” 
mult r1ke vu rtue allo with it ; fo that there 15 


an £41 p 1ty Of thcar bring good, that tnent 
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is of their being ratronat: But when all hope and 


It- , 1 ' - 
WM fear of 2 tuture cltatc is diſclaim d, when thoſe 
»». cords arc broken which ſhould pull them up from 
by 


bi M the Dungeon, then, and not bctorc is their {tate 
6 Wl viſibly dc [pcrate. zut bchdes this poſſibility ot 
{4 overims them, the dang SCI « l toft ng oth ery 15 to be 
-onfidered. Bold Atherfan is like a raging Peſti- 
6 WJ lence, which taints the very Arr, fo chat thoſe im- 

vious diſcourſines which arc the effetts of ſome 
WI mens Vices, may be the cauſe of others ; and we 
ne Wl too often {cc that tholc who aſcended them(ſclves 
if. Wh by degrees, do in an inft ant advance their Proſelytes 
»» WJ to the height of Irreligion , as appears by the 
are WY [trang olincy of "= , whoſe Years allow 
them not to have arrived to it _ rwiſe than pes 
his Cltum, And ſurc this [] We ding | ,ontagion has 
-». Wd been {0 deſtructive toth c C mg that it were 
ry WI £0 be wiſht, the mere titulac Chriſtians had ra 

oe Wl ther remaind ſuch , than thus to have averted 


m. WW others from being fo much. 
ves AND now it all theſe ſcandals be worth our 
+. Wl iegret, it the emboldening and cxaſperating the 
ng id, th COITUPTINYS the mnocent, and rhe decay 
by f Chriſtian profeſſton conſequent tv both, be for 
ved ble Evils,we know where to ch iree the guilt 
le; WH Vur contentrons mult be arraigned as acceſſaries, 
4y. WH 1! 9t prencepals in the caſc : And then ſure it will 
| nt our angry Zicalorts to conſider, whether this 
i WH > the was of ad: ncing CGrods truth, © wit ac 
ey unt they will erve to 1 be Lord of the Þ meyard, who 
-is WM Phiile they prete 6" ro dreſs and prunc the bran 
re Ol hus dcebilitare and deſtroy -< & rYoors. 
A 3 Nay, 
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Nay, indeed in this they are treacherous even to 
their own pretenſions, for all thoſe ſeveral Relj. 
gions which they ſo tenderly cheriſh, have no pre 
per root of their own , but like EF ,xcreſcencies, 
ſpring out of the main ffock ot Chriſtiani ty, 
live by its Juice and moiſture, and conſcquently, y 
can never hope to ſurvive it. And then certain| j 
there can be noth ing more ridiculous, thanto 
expreſs thcir kindneſs tothe one , by ways that 
arc ſo ruinous to the other. "Tisas ita P, iſſemge ' 
in a Ship ſhould to tortihe his prevate Cabin , tear 
up the planks and expoſe the whole Veſlcl to fink 
ing : ct thus prepoſteroully do many of our 
chief Pilots apply their care. In the mean time, 
it cannot but be a very delightful proſpett tothe 
grand Enemy of Souls, to ſec us thus buſily pro- 
more his imtere/f, lay ſnares for our ſelves, andby 
our own folly do that which all his ſubrilties could 
never compaſs. Nor can we think but he will be 
as officrous to us as is poſſible , while we are thus 
employed, will hclp us to contrive our Turrets, 
wen he {ces we pluck out fones from the foun- 
ation to build them with ; nor ſhall we ever want 
new modles of Churches, Go long as they thus help 
o deſtroy the old ; and how aptly they are fitted 
for that Purpolc, nccds L ſuppoſe ) no farthe! 
Demoaſtrcation. ; 
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XN D now ſu:tc we cannot but conclude 
our Gontentions highly injurious to Ghri- 
{franity, that thus aflault it both in the 
Prafiick and Theory : And indeed how herce focver 
our quarrels are with one another , the heavieſt 
blows arc ſurc to tall on that, which as in its con- 
ſtitution is of the moſt Pacitick temper imagyi- 
nable, ſo it has the common fate of reconcilers to 
ſuffer from all! parties. But Godlneſs having the 
promiſe as well of thu life as of that which us to come, 
it often happens that there is ſuch a conſent be- 
tween our Jpn itual and ſecular Concerns, that the 
Miſchicts that oppre ſs thc one 10 retlect On the 
other ; And indecd Religion when intirc and uni- 
ted, 1s one of the beſt bonds of Grwit as well as 
kcocleſra tical Peacc, 15 even tholc attclt, who de- 
fying all other ends of it, do yet admit it a uſctul 
Seate-engine; ) from whence 'tis conſequent, 
that the diffr att ions anddiviſiens in that mult have 
proportionably a contrary influence, and infect 
communities with Diſcord, Tumulrt and Difor- 
ders. And this is an efed with which I think not 
unfit to bring up the rear of the foregoing Mil 
chicts, 1t being not ſo. purely Secular , as not to 


X 4 (uit 


Luit our preſent ſabject ; for outward order and 
unity can never be ſo innocently diiturb'd, but 
that Chriſtianity muſt be wounded in it alſo : And 
belides,ir may perhaps obtain more conſideration 
than the former, as being of a nature wherein the 
generality of men will think them(ſclves the moſt 
concern 'd; tor though there be many that can 
look on the ruinc both of Chriſtian practice and 
profeflion , with Gallio's indifference, As 18 
17. and carc for none of thoſe things, yet when 
the ſic oc draws cloſer, when they tind themſelves 
begirt in their worldly intereſts , and that the 
fam ex Deluge thar overwhelms Churches, may bear 
down Palaces alſo, perhaps they may think the 
matter not ſo contemptible. And firſt, as tothe 
truth of the vbſcrvation, the World has too long 
groaned under the Experiment to necd farthe 
proof. That bitterneſs which firſt tainted the 
waters of the Santluary, hath trom thence diftusd 
itſelt into our common ſtreams , and like the 
egyptian £147ve, left none uncorrupted : For 
whether we - k upon Families , Neighbour- 
hoods, Eingdoms, any the leaſt, or any the ved: 
teſt Socictics , we had the miſerable Trophies of 
our holy Wars, in Factions and Contuſions; | 
wiſh I could not ſa Rapine and Bloud allo. F of 
the firſt of theſe, the domeſtick Jars caus'd by dit 
ferent Opinions, the Inſtances are numerous, 0r 
rather innumerable, which our orn age and nation 
aftord us, How many Servants have on this 
ſcore been at defiance with ther Maſters ? Chil: 
dren with their Parents ? Nay, Wives with thei 
Hu$sbangds ! 
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Husbands ? Such an unhappy force is there in 
miſtaken Zeal, that it diflolves the cloſeſt bonds, 
violates all oblegations natural or civil , while un- 
der pretence of ſervice to God ,, like the Phariſees 
Corban, it cvacuates all duty to man ; and this 
has made ſuch ruptures and diviſions in Families, 
that chat delighttul proſpect the P/almi/tlo much 
commends, that of Brethrens dwelling together m 
unity, Pſalm 133. is ſcarce any where to be met 
with ; but inſtcad of that,ſuch rancor and bitter- 
neſs, treachery and malice, as it men cither mi- 
ſtook Chriſts predittion, Luke 12.52. for apre- 
cept, or at leaſt were willing to advance his Pro- 
pbetick Office upon the ruine of his Kingly, and 
to verific his preſage by breaking his command. 
And as the Oeconomical order and peace is thus 
i{turb'd, ſo if he that mifles quict at home ſhould 
ſeck tor it abroad, he will ſoon hind himſelt difap- 
pointed, and diſcern that as the ſocteties grow 
ercater, ſo do the diſorders allo, and thar private 
Seritcs do as much combine to make parties and 
Fiflions , as Familics do to make Crtres and Corpo» 
rations. By this mcans that mutual communica- 
tion-by which the Members of civil bodics ſhould 
not only benefhit one another, but ſecure the 
whole. is interrupted, and men live not as nergh- 
bours, but ſpies, always upon deſigns of Entrap- 
ping and Enſnaring; for while they look on one 
ani ther 4s enemies to God, thev think that rcC- 
ſcinds all obligations of friendſhip among them- 
ſelver, and when Religion bears the Standard, 
the I) zr will be concluded neceſlary and honour- 


able. 
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able. But though it be ſo in 194gination only, tis 
ſure there are ſome, who make it really profitable: 
for as in moſt Gamps, the greater Number are at- 
tracted rather by h« pe of booty than concern for 
the cauſe ; fo here, many men {ff rhemſclves un- 
der one Party, that they may have pretence to 
prey upon the reſt. And to that End ſeveral very 
commodious Ax:oms have been tiken up. As 
that No faith w to be kept with Hereticks ;, that Ds- 
minion # founded m Grace, &c. by ſuch meaſures 
as theſe the goods of the LAgyptrans become law- 
ful prizes to any, that plcaſc ro call themſelyes 
Iſraelites; and indeed Fews they may be calld in 

that notion we vulgarly uſc it of «Hove th 
extortioner : But ſare not ſuch Iſraelites as Chriſt 
defines Nathaniel, Foh. x. 47. without guile: For 
having thus conſc crated their frauds, and found 


an expedient of ſerving God and Mammon roge- 
\ 


ther, there is no piece of decert cither too big, or 
roo little for them ; no tranſattion ſo important, 
which can obliz ge their fideltty ; none lo trivial as 
to diſccurage their rapine : () pportunity 1s the 
only meaſure and rulc of their attempts, by this 
means no Obligation of Contract, no Laws 0! 
Commerce can eſcape unviolated ; every things 
lawful that may weaken the wicked, and that 
zeal which makes mcn Sarnts in the Church ot 
Conventicle, can make them Thieves in the Shop 
or Marker. Thus is Picty mad- an Engine of 1 
pInc, and by theſe rel1g10us riots, all boun Fig 
wherewith Laws or Equity have tenc'd mens di- 
ſtinCct properties, arc tirown down : And lure 
this 
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this is a molt carnal conſequent of our ſpiritual 
ichates, and bids fair rowards the reducing us to 
that ſtate of common Hoſtiliry, which ſome have 
phancicd ro be the Original condition of mankind: 
For it renders commerce fo dangerous, that men 
may within a while think it ſater to truſt their 
own ffrengths, than to the ſhelter of thoſe Laws 
and Civil compatts, which they fee fo avowedly 
evacuated. And upon this account, though the 
Iajury be immediately done to prevate perſons, it 
becomes a publick miſchict : Yer alas, theſe are 
but the more moderate effetts of our Diſlentions; 
they aftord more expeditc and compendious ways 
of publick ruinc ; rc defrauding Tr undermining 
Or 1 tew Neighbours, arc petty Prives tor thoſe 
that think they have the ſole right to the Crea- 
ture, and arc thoſe Meek who arc to mbherit 
the Earth, and every ſuch acqueſt only ſerves to 
Heſh them for a farther chaſe. The ſporls of a 
broken Kingdom will afttord ſomething worth 
the [cramt ling tor : And nothing more ht ro break 
t than a pretence of Religion , which like the 
"e that ſmote Nebuchadnet2ars Image, has ſhi- 
wed the moſt goodly Monarchics. And accor- 
dingly, we ſee no Engine is more conſtantly us'd 
/ men of Scedirious ſpirits, to diſturb and ſub- 

rt Governments: Indeed there can be nothing 
[0 advantageouſly fnrtcd for the purpoſe. For 
ſhould ſuch perſons unmask their deſien, and ſhew 
tin its native wolineſs, ſhould they avow the ſha- 
king of a K inodom merely to ci{tabliſh themſclves 
ndition of wealth and grandeur, the new 
moulding 
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moulding of a Government only that they might 
ſhape their own ſhares in it, twere impoſſible 
they ſhould find any abettors; for though the 
multitude arc always in preparation for change, 
yet tis not on Intuition of bene fit to ſome private 
perſons, but of ſomewhat wherein themſelves may 
partake : Nor is cven the madneſs ot the people 
mad enough, to expoſe all their own emtereſ, and 
moſt important COncerns only ro promote tv0o/e of 
others. It has theretore always been both the rule 
and practice for ſuch deſigners to ſuborn the put 
lick intereſt to countenance and cover their pri- 
vate; tOcry up Diana to {ccure their own 941n, 
and to make the ſeduced Populacy like the Fucked 
to the Liom, hunt that prey which themſclves 
mcan to dcvour. And ot all thoſc artihces by 
which ſuch Incendiaries have ſect Kingdoms in a 
flame, nonc has been more univerſally ſuccestul 
than the pretext of Religion, which is thought fo 
creditable 4 cauſe tocngage in, as can convert the 
famous titles of Rebcl and Traitor into thoſe of 
Patriot and Saint, and conſequently, take oft 2 
diſcouragement ariſing from the diſrepuration 
ſuch an cnrerprize : And no Icls potent is it in 
ſolving thc [cruples of irs unlawtulncſs ; tor by: 
dexterous anticipation, it makes Conſcience 1 
party, that it may exclude it trom being judge, 
and by that one fallacy of ſuppoling Keligron ro 
a juſt pround of quarrel, make way for all the wild 
conſequences deducible from that falſe prencipie? 
And indeed where that is throughly taltncd , tht 
7 fe refs arc not only great but mcuraRAe, and yer 
cnc 
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the more ſo by how much the perſon is more zea- 
lous.F or alas,what will it avail to tell ſuch a man, 
tisa lin to fight againſt by King:when he will tell 
you 'tis a greater not to fight for buy God : That he 
contraCts a heinous guilt in violating the peace of 
the __ , when he with as great confidence 
believes, he merets in propagating its truth. That 
he is accountable for the hloud of his Brethren ; 
when he thinks he has like the Levites, Exod. 32. 
conſecrated himſclf in it, and offter'd it an accep- 
- ficrifice TO (x09. T1 hus unhappily arc theſe 
men tortiticd in their fir, by preſuming it their 
| ain and whilc thc fur 1046s zeal of ſuch 1s made 
ſubſervient to the wicked craft of others, tis a moſt 
apt inſtrument of publick Miſchict, there being no 
attempt ſo deſperate, which ſuch may not be put 
upon,who are methinks us'd, as Hambat is ſaid to 
hve done thoſc Oxcn , whoſe horns he farſt fared, 
and then ſent chem to diſturb the Roman cam 

[ hele men as thoſe beaſts arc tound very uſctul tor 
molcſ{ting of others ; but commonly all they 
quire to themſelves, is the ſmart of their own 
_ Few of thoſe who thus in the ſimplicity of 
their heart follow an Ab/olom or a Sheba, that do 
RAINY arry together with the deſign, or 
Ile live to diſcern how much their credulity was 
'buſe :d; and that both relrgron (however preten- 
ded and thoſe that tought for it, were only madc 
properties to promote the luſts of thoſe vw ho deſpi- 
(ed both. Burt 'tis unneceflary to infift farther on 
the effefts of ſuch religious —_— ot which we of 
ths Nation have had fo m: ny ind fo co/tly eviden- 
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ces, as tar tranſcend the m oft Ir apical del, r1ptions. 
God grant we may never have other than our pe 
EXPEeriences TO mc afurc them by : 3ut certainly 
there is little reaſon to be ſecure, ſo long as the 
root Of them - OUT ſpeculain 4 differences daily en 
creaſc;tor unleſs we could ſuppoſe an Age of ſuch 
INNOCENCE , That there ſhould be none who would 
take any unduc Advantages, 'tis ſure there will be 
cnough grven: And indeed when we retict upon 
our palt Diſtractions , and conſider how trivis 
the matier of molt of thoſe debates was 
mannzy has been fo cruclly folemn ; wa; our 
ſlighteſt problemes have been writ in +Sloud, that 
many I houſands have been made nated tok 
the Surphice off a tew mens backs, and we hae 
pulled down our Gourches in diſpleaſure ar rac 
windows, when | fay theſe and a Thouſand the 
like arc confidered, we muſt conclude that there 
Can never rant Occalion to them that( in the 
ffles Phralc \defire Occation. T he lighteſt diffemper! 
in the Church being contagious, and molt apt 
(when tomcatcd by ambitious dchgners) to beget 
an wauverſat Plague in the Coummon-wealth 
And now who can without korror conſider the 
miſcrably pc rvertod effetts of Chriſtian rar 112108, 
that that which was delign'd the moſt mula 
bon: of WArTY, 0 _ like thi lc curic mew Cnrang 
ſnakes with which Ermnys is faid to have inturi 
ted them as and Ino, become th ec fs i mcendiarn 
of the morialieft hatred. I hat that Oe: ry which 
was mcanrt ro reowlate , ſhould} be the Lnifen Cm 


oft confounding and tmbroyling the VVe« rid ; and 
4 
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\ Geſp I of Mas ſhould thus be mode the [OO 
tive to war , and create fiercer quarrels than 
tholc it was fo havec COMPOS 'd. 1o turn the 
Grace of God into wamtonneſs, is juſtly branded as 
aorect Crime , but furc to turn it mis malice is 
ict 1 1 greater. And though cvery fin offers violence 
to our religion, yet thu is of all others the moſt 
Lybarous, "th as to make it Aſlaſſinate irfclf , bc- 
COME 2 kind of Fele {c fe . and contribute ro ifs 
own ruine. And that this is the caſe, is I pre- 
ſume ſufficiently evident in all the foregormyg 1n- 
fences , which as they are moſt obvioully the ef- 
fe# of our caper Diſpures, {0 arc they no leſs 
viſibly defruftrve to Chriſtianity in all its in- 
terelts , Icavec it neither root nor branch, neither 
11 Fl V igor, nor eutward Luſtre , {0 at once ren- 
dring it both anfertile and wnamiable. "Twas a 
piece ot hoſtile Severity againſt Mozb, to fel the 
land with flones thereby to render it harren, 2 King y, 
2.25. The lingers went about , and ſmote it: 
dut what that fuftercd from profeſt Enemies, the 
Church daily fuſtains trom thoſe that call them- 
[-Ives her beſt friend (ur Bemjamites arc ſoin 
ove with their $kill of 0 nging to a hairs breadth, 

gir nice Criticiſms - Diſtintions , and Subtril- 

es, have caſt al Ld ſo many ffones of contention, 
that the Church is become perfect quarry, utter 
ly teri and unfruntful s ASTO all thoſe good WOrKS 
tor the production whercot , ſhe was fo peculiar- 
ly fenced and cultivated by God; nay, twere 


l 


well if barrenneſs were the wo rſt, and that ſhe 


had not on the other fide acquir'd an unhappy 
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degenerous fertility : But what a numerous and ac- 
curſed Iuc ſpring from this unpcaccable tem- 
PCT » the torcgoing confiderations do r00 ladly 
demonſtrate ; and 1 doubr not cvery attentive Ob- 
ſerver will be able to add more ( though not 
truer) Inftances ; and bciides to diſcern that this 
ſpurious brood like that of Hagar is grown ſo 
wantonly inſolent as to deſpiſe the right berr of 
the Promitle. L he truc Goſpel-Graces of Meck 
ncſs, Pcaccablcncis and univerſal Charity arc ac 
counted F arthly pblegmatick quainies, we diſclaim 
that Holy Ghoſt which deſcends in the appearance 
of the Dove, nay or in fire cithcr, unlcls ithe 
like that of El:yab,to conſume all that diſguſt us, 
Nor do we mcaſure our Religion fo much, by the 
oppolition it makes to our Juſis, as to thole 
whom we hr{t make, and then call our ener 

Thus miſcrably have we changed the Scene, and 
by calling evil good, and good evil , have accumul: 
red injurics upon our oppreſicd Chriſtianity, nt 
only robbd it of its rule, bur of its reputation all 

And do we daily thus ſee I&mactl mocking I/a: 

and ſhall we not think it time to calt out tht 
Bond-woman and hcr Son * Shall we tor cvcr ct 
riſh this generation of Fipers to tcar out ths 
bowels of our common-Mother ? I pray God tix 
Queſtion have not as much of preſage as expeſts 
lation. For it wc conſider the preſent ſtarted 
things , how Our contentions el not only rig F 
bur preſcription , there ſeems not much hope & 
diſpoſlcfiing them, and yet leſs , when 'tis rc 

membred , how they have catwilted themlc!ves 
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zot only with the paſſions, but mtereſts of men ; 
two ſuch potent Abettors as will buoy up the molt 
florn cauſe. The truth is, there are many ſub- 
{er ancous ſprings which tced thu Ocean, ind 
though religion and picty be on all hands de- 
murcly pretended, yer as we have ſeen the efſetts 
of our debates very driſcorſonant to ſuch a Pro- 

& ſo if we examine the originals and 


im reference to Grod Peace. 


Kinvun ; 
uſes, we ſhall find them for the moſt part as 
widely diſtant, It may not be amiſs to take a 
fhort view of ſome of them ; tor though I cannot 
hope the drſcovery of the Caulſlcs will contribute 
to the general cure, yer perhaps iT May prove An- 
lifote tO lomec particular pert: ns, who will bc rhe 
fs apt to admire the vergure « t the leaves ( the 
flouriſhing appcarancecs vi zeal and piery | when 
they hind both fruz and root of {0 porlonous 2 
quality, 


—m——_— 


CHAP 


X11. , 
4 Surt } of the Cauſe) of D:/putes ; and firft, 
Pride. 


ND in this inqueſt we Rnd Pride al- 

ready arraigned to our hands, by the 
wiſclt of Men, Prov. 13. 10. only by prede 

cometh contention. It is indeed a molt prolifick 
ice, and there arc ew ſins to which it 15 not ct 
tier a parent or murſe : but there is ſcarce any 
X which 


5:6 Ofthe uſer of Diſporeri Thy 


which docs more betray its immediate deſcent 


from it than this of frife and debate, which has 
many of the lineaments and features of the de 
form'd Mother, as ſufficicntly atteſt its extrs 
Hlion. And as this is truc of all ftrites in gence: 
ral, ſo particularly ot thoſe whercot we nos 
treat: for Pride being itfclt an internal fin, 
it has ſuch a ncighbourhood with all the notions 
and ſpeculatio ns of the mind, that it cafily makes 
impreſiions on them: Nor are we to wonder that 
the Sacrednceſs ot divine things is not Amalet 
enough againſt irs Gharms, when we remember 
that the firſt aft of Pride that ever was commit- 
ted, was levelled even at God himſclt; and ws4t 
took up its frſt ſcat in a ſpiritual ſubſtance, f 
has it ever {ince, never acted more naturally, and 
theretore more wreorouſly, than about ſpiritual 
matters. Ot this the Church in all ages has had 
many coſtly Fx pcriments ; for if we trace the 
Caralogues of Herclics from S1rmon e Magus tis 
days down to our own, we ſhall find Pride 1 
princ;pat Attor in every Scene, though perhapsin 
various dreſſes. For thou! ph Pride bc always in tix 
general an aftcEtation of ſome tranſcendenc) 
yet it differs as to the particular object, accord 
ing to the ſcveral c{timates men make of exct: 
tencies. So that the propugners of new Opin: 
ons, though they have this common aim, that thc 
ſeck their own exaltation, yet do not al mays dal 
in the ſame mſtances, For examp le, ſome ha\ 
covered the repute © f profound In 1quif (ut ors, and th 
Vanity has prompted them to dive ſo deep int 
oþ 
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"i the "nr of every the plaimeſt dotirine, till at 
by laſt they have twiltcd and entangled them into 
Ge the molt perplexing difficulties L heſe Natrga- 
"4 tors think they have never ſai] 4 {uccestully, £ill 
* they have found out a Terrs incognita, though 
_ God knows they bring nothing » from thence tor 
lin the bench of the hal ritable wor! 1d: nor make it 
_ met bulincls to reſolve Doubts, but fart them. 
Key fnotber fort of men there are of fo taitidious and 
= petulant wits, that they diſdain an 0p1non ot 
"FF which themſclves arc not the Authors ; they love 
der not to have their underſtandings preſcribd ro, by 
ni the preconception $ of others, how divincely foever 
w nſpir'd, and will rather have a Religion of their 
: a: ting, than of bs whom they pretc nd to 
_ worſhip. And this, 'tis to be do ubted, is the bot- 
by tm ot the great Veneer ation ſome have paid ro 
” Reaſon, which they have ſer up in the Throne, not 
ka only in defiance of blind rmplicit aſſent, bat even 
ph of drvine revelation. But in the mcan time "tis 


” WW tobe obſerv'd, that 'tis not reaſon mm general, the 
common excellency of our nature that is thus 
advanc'd, but every mans own private and indivi- 


nc) 
I dudl; which upon a juſt ſcanning will ofren be 
w found the moſt diſtant thing trom whar it is 
+ 


all'd: Paſſion and Phancy, by that omnipotent 
Wantage of being a mans own, often paſſing for 
deep dif our [e and ratiocrindt ion : and what A fruit- 
ul harveſt of Tares ſuch ſeed is apt to produce, 
our reaſon would inform us it our EXPerience did 
not, To theſe we may add another rank of men, 
*o vehemently thirſting after a nome in the 

WA. world, 
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world, hope to acquire that by being the diſſemi. 
nators Of novel dotirines; they think while they 
goonin the beaten track, they ſhall be obſcur' 
in the Throng; the only way to make themſclyes | 
conſpicuous is to be fingular: Thus fondly chu . 
ſing to be eminent, though by the infamous Cha I 6, 
racters of Heretick or Schiſmatick, and (like hin M +4, 
that fired Diana's Temple to ſecure himſelf from WM 
oblivion ) build thcmſclves e Monuments of the MW p; 
Ghurches runes : and ſurc this Theudas his ambi- up 
tion of being ſome body, has helpt to raiſe more pr 
opintons than he did men, Yet commonly it an-W jc; 
| na it even in that circumſtance alſo ; tor when Ml +4; 
by ſeparating themſelves from the unity of theW ;;; 
faith, they have rendred themſelves remarkable, W |y | 
their next aim is to have others joyn to them; and Ml the 
ſo they may have the honour of being leaders,cur il bn 
not though it be into the ditch To becall da (a1 
men Rabbi, Rabbi, is enchanting Mulick roayW o; 
Phariſee, and (ſerves like the Timbrels in Topbt WM 4. 
to drown the crics not of their Children, but MY 1+, 
ther ſcorching in the flames of their contention.Bh (:;, 
Indeed ſo impertuous and uncontroulable is this 
kind of vanity, that like a mighty torrent, i 


bears down all before it, overwhelms not only til 2; 
oppolite vertues, but even all vices that arc ni &£014 
ot its own confederacy. Men can in this ca to b 


lay ſevere reſtraints upon their moſt mini eng, 
ſen ualities, when they ſuſpect them treachert dion 
ro this grand Deſign. The Wolf ſhall be mu bro: 
Icd and made to bchave himſelf with the meer mir 
neſs beleeming the Sheeps cloathing., Ties | 

bY 
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ſhall be waſht and by an unnatural violence with- 
held from the mire : All their rapacious and bea- 
tial appetites controul'd and made tame, that 
they worry not their reputation. And all this for 
a little naked popularity, tor whoſe dear purchaſe, 
very many have thought fie to diveſt themſelves, 
both of lawful and onlawtul enjoyments ; and have 
thought the tumulruous applauſe of a tew facti- 
ous ſpirits worth all that ſeif-denrat. But all 
Pride is not ſo perteetly GCamealion as to ſubfilt 
upon this mere arr,there is another kind of it that 
propoſes to itſclt ſomething beyond this : ſuch 
is the afkctation of rulc and dominion, which 
though in reſpeEt of any real good to the ruler, 
1s a5 very a Ghrmera as the tormer ; yet common- 
ly they that are under ſuch a Fur:ſdit{:on, find to 
their colt 'tis more than Imaginative. And God 
knows this aſpiring humour has been no lels f:2- 
tally aCtive in Eccleſiftick than in Giwil aftairs; 
nor has the Church ever been in more danger of 
fnarchy than by thoſe who molt impaticntly co« 
reted a ſhare in its government ; tor where this 
ſpirit of ambition is the Impellent, it coes like 
the Demonizch in rhe Goſpel, burſt aſunder all 
fetterrand chartns, violates thc uniry both of do- 
Ctrine and diſcipline, nor is any attempt too 
dold for men thus animated: They who long 
to de in authoricy think the door opens not quick 
enough for their entry, and impatient of ſo te- 
dious an expectation, chuſe rather to make 
dreaches in the walls ( nay ſumetimes to under- 
minc the foundation) than to want an acceſs to 
T3 their 
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their Deſires. Neither is there any thing ſo (a. 
cred, which upon this occaſion they cannot pro. 
ſtirute ; when Drotrephes, 3 Fob. g. ſecks prehemi- 
nence, the Dictates even of an Apoſtle ſhall be re. 
jected,and even the divinity of Ghriff, God bleſſed 
for ever, be trampled on, when Arm wants a foot: 
{tool to climb up to his aftected greatneſs. Ina 
word,it we Examine the occurrencies of all ages, 
we ſhall find that cither the eagerneſs of acqui- 
ring, or the Revenge of miſſing dignities, have 
been the great mſtigators of Eccleſiaſtick Feuds; 
and furc our Modern ſtorics, are not likely to 
fall ſhort of the Ancient, in examples of this 
kind. And as Pride makes ſome thus paſſio- 
natcly defirons of rule, ſoit makes others as im- 
patient of being ruled, and even thoſe who can- 
not hope to arrive to grve Laws, will not endure 
to be under thoſe already eſtabliſhed. That thy 
is indeed the Chriſtian {iberty for which manyin 
our days have ſo unchriſtianly contended, is too 
apparent,the fundamental quarrel has been againſt 
ſubjef{ion: Yet to countenance and abct that, 
whole Armres of trivolous cavils have been rais's, 
and the Church attacqued in every its remoteſt 
concern, and though there be nothing farther 
from that unity of mind, to which the fimile was 
firſt affixr, yer in a perverſe ſenſe it imitates the 
Ointment ct Aaron in deſcending from the head ts 
the sirts of the cloathing : not only the ſupreme 
and more eminent parts, byt the moſt ſlight ex- 
trinſick and inferior relatives to Religion being 
aſperſt and depraved ; and the moſt innocent Cir 
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cumltances of Civil or N Natural actions made cri- 
mnal, when applied to Divine things. A 
ſtrange ineffe&7rve power, which theſe men have 
Ie- convey 'd into Gods {[ervicc, that it muſt thus pol- 
ſed WF lute every thing that approaches it. That the 
ot- Wl tlice where his Honor dwells, mult become a 
na Wl Pefthbonſe, and diffuſe contagion to all init: (1 


es, WM with by the way their Sacriledge had not been 
ui WE roo valiant in deſpiſing the Danger of thoſe in- 
ave Wl {ei = utenſils, which may perhaps ſadly verific 
Is; * TEPrO ach, and Prove treacherous prizes) And 
to WF when mens zeal operatcs thus unkind)y, when 
his ac PIorence of mternal ſantlity devours all out- 
10- Wl nord decency, and God is to be honored and exalt- 
m- WW «by thoſe ways,whereby men would think them- 
an- WW (elves aftronted, and vilifticd ; we have too great 


ze i reaſon to think ſuch a zeal as little according to 
by Wl codlineſS as knowledge, and that it is not ſo much 
in ns tenderne(s oft their Conſcicnccs, nu nur gCnc- 
00 Wl cally the weakneſs of their Brains, but the Jron {r- 


uit WM n:» in their Necks, which makes them at once fo 
at, WO (crupulous, and ſo clamorous ; tor though tl e 
d, wmer might be ſup pos d owing to Error, the a+ 


eſt Cn procecd from nothing but Pride. 
er WF Scvcral other inſtances might be given to ſhew 
25 n w that pernicious temper has contributed to 
he < riſe and firſt being of our divitions; and ha- 
to — given them birth, it docs not like the 
we WH Ufrich abandon its Brood, but has as great an in- 
+ nucnce in the covers; hing and mam tamme, as it had 
gp WW in \ creating them. Ot this there need no other 
zof than the meer nature of Pride, which as it 
Y 4 avcrrs 
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upon pain of that appearance, tis irreverſibly 


cngag d inthe purſuit of its firſt undertakings, 
any deſi/ing being interpretatively a confeſſion ti 


ther of an Error or a Dceftcat, both which arcin 
ſupportablc ro an aſſuming rempecr : So that be. 
fides the original incentives torementioned, it has 
this of di/dats ſuperadded to aCtuate its motions 
And accordingly we find they are at this rebound 
the more violent, not only the ſweeeſs, but the 
it of the hirft cnt CerpPrize depe -nding upon 2 vi 
gorous proſecution : So that Cat lines Maxim 0 
F ill any {ccms to have been adopted into ſome mens 
drvmity,and they think oaſtCrimes are only tobe 
{ecur d by more and greater. Nor is it only hop: 
ro atchicve their def on, Or hide thcir fame which 
thus animatcs them, d, Þair will is ir ro awd 
higher degrce. Our Cl ncupiſciblc and Iraſcib!; 
appetites dwell not fo remote, but they are reacy 
reſerves to one another, and what was defre in 
the purſuit, becomes anger and revenge in the Gif 
appointment ; and ſure we need not be told the 
wild cft cts of thoſe paſſhons. How many men 
have in a furious d: Pan over-acted cven their own 
projects, and have made it 2 malicious conſolati 
on in hc ir ruine, to got it attended with that 
the put blick ? As Hered, who to ſecure a laments: 
tron at his acath, commanded a Maſſacre ſhould 
ACCOMPany IT, OI! TO gLVE 4 more Ecclc f1aſtical 
inſtance ) like Aeris, who ſought the aboliſhing 
of that ordcr in the Church, whereof himlc!t 
could nor partake. | wiſh no Inmans Con Crence IN 
OV: 


Chap yz 


averts nothing more than ſelf-condemnation: {o 


amplc. But whileſt 'tis ſo many ways the imtereſ 
of Pride to abet our contentions, we cannot think 
it ſo ſluggiſh or uninduſtrious an agent, as not to 
find out expedients for its purpoſe. I ſhall not 
attempt to give a particular of its mffruments, 
when 1 have ſaid that Schiſm is one of them, 1 
need not add more, fince that alone ſerves both 
to complete and perpetuate the Miſchict of all our 
ſpeculative diſlentions. How cloſe a Band of 
concord the communicating in holy duties 15, we 
may lcarn by Feroboam, who ſeems ſo well to have 
underſtood its unitive efficacy, that he durlt not 
truſt the newly divided Tribes in a joynt refort to 
the Temple ; and therefore leſt rhe rupture he 
had made in the Stare ſhould cloſe again, he 
thinks it neccflary to make another in theChurch, 
and ſecure his defeCtion trom his Prince, by that 
from his God, But we need not borrow a teſtimno- 
wtrom that his impious Policy, we have a more 
futhentich atteſtation from the holy Pſalmiſt, who 
when he would deſcribe the greateſt entrreneſs,Þ,x- 
emplihcs it by the walking to the houſe of God as 
fnends, Pſal. 55.14. And the Apoſtle goes yet 
higher, and from our common participation of the 
Luchariit, infers not only our «non, but onr n- 
corporation. WW being many are one bread, and one 
body, for we are all partakers of that one bread, 
I Cer. 10. 17. And then ſure we may on the con- 
trary conclude, that our ſeparation mult have the 
quite diſtant efiedts ; alicnate our afeHrons, and 
2y that mcans [till more cſtrange our Judgments, 

For 
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For beſides that 'tis natural to men to think they 
can never run far enough trom that they begin tg 
loath, they arc in their own detence to ampli 
the differences, that they may acquit themſelves 
from the ſcandal of a cauſcleſs ſeparation; and 
this God knows is the uſual Method among us, 
when wc have broken communion, our only {tudy 
1s not how to repan , bur juſtifie it. The adverſa- 
rics Tenets arc rigoroully ſcanned, new Charges 
exhibited, and the Schiſm detended upon thoſe 
later diſcoverics, which were no motives to the 
making it. And then-fure no man can doubt but 
this is a proper way, both to multiply and Eternizzs 
diſputes; and 'tis abundantly manifeſt, that yani- 
ty and clation of mind is the cauſe that Men thus 
preter a miſtaken reputation, betore their own in- 
mocence, or the Churches peace. Indeed if we 
throughly conſider it, we ſhall find Pride is one 
of the fatalleſt inſtruments of Exciſion, the tws- 
edp'd ſword by which adverſe parties do mutually 
cur themſelves from one another. The ver 
elements and conſtrtutive parts of a Schiſmatick, 
being the Effeem of himſelf, and the Contempt of 
others, Iam not as thu Publican was, we know, 
the voice ef the proud Phariſce, whole very name 
Nenifics ſeparation,and our modern Separatiſts do 
bur E.cho the ſame note, when they pronounce 
all thoſcHeretical or Carnal from whom they have 
withdrawn. Or perhaps they derive from a yet 
more ancient preſident, thoſe of whom the Pro- 
phet Eſay ſpeaks, Eſay 65. 5. which ſay, Stand 


thy ſelf, come not near me, for I am holter than thou; 
an 
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an Inſolent kind of languag->, which the Cathart in 
the primitive times did not more exactly tran- 
6. MN (cribe, than many SeHs of differing denominati- 
ons have done in ours. Burt 'tis to be remembred, 
nd MW that while the Phariſee lookr fo taſtidiouſly on 
us, the poor Publican, he renounc d communion in 
dy WY prayers much more acceptable than his own ; and 
(a. Wl thoſe refined Zealots who tear d contagion from the 
ves MY epproach of their more innocent Brethren, could 
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[ . 
»f> Wboldly venture on the pollutions of the moſt deteſt- 


he Wl :blc Idolatrics : And God knows the note has too 
ze MW ready an application in both inſtances. In the 
2+ Wncan time 'ris a ſad contemplation, that ſo much 
ni- {Wot that 2ea/ which makes ſuch a gliſtering in the 
ws MW World, ſhall when brought ro the Touch, be 
in- Wound adulterate, that the tranſcendent purity 
we {Wncn boaſt of, ſhould prove but a more ſublima- 
ne {Wtcd wickedreſs,and their pretence to ſpirituality be 
ns. Micrificd only in ſpiritual pride. Alas, is not the 
lly whole carcuze of Secular things wide enough to 
ery {contain this ſwelling humor ? Are there not Pomps 
ck, nd Vanities of the world cn ugh ro entertain this 
of MWone Luf, but muſt this Moab:ire be brought into 
ow, {Mfc Sanffuary ? Can we not be elevated enough 
me Munlcls we trample upon all that is holy, and make 
do Mi kl1gion Factor for our Ambition ? We find ſome 
nce Moery confidently point out Antichriſt upon the 
ave MWfrength of this one predicted circumſtance, that 
vet Me was to fit in the Temple of God. But what need 
Iro- {Mc travel beyond the Alps to find out that, which 
4b {ery where preſents irfclt * Our Prides does too 
ow; Munhappily anſwer the deſcription ; and though 
there 
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there is no inſtance whercin it can ceaſe to be 4s. 
fichriſtian, Yer {urcly iT 1s More eminently n 
when it thus uſurps Gods ſeat, and rules in Sacre 
things. Would (xod the pains and animojiy 
which has been ſpent in diſcovering and reviling 
ether Antichriſts, had been divertcd to the pul. 
ling down of 14#, the labour would have been 
more ceftcctual cvcn to the immediate cnd of the 
Deſigners ; tor were this Pride eradicated, th: 
Foundation of all Spiritual uſurpations were us- 
dermin'd, But alas, thoſc who cxclaim the mob 
loudly againſt all fore:zgn Tyranny on their Conſci- 
CNCCS, do obſcquioully bow £0 this inteſtine ſar. 
per, make an entire dedition of themſelves, and 
ſubmit to the ſevereſt and ignoblelt waſſalape 
They have inveſtcd it with ſo abſolute and fore 
raign a Power, that ( as Samuel warns the Iſrae- 
lite: of their King, 1 Sam. $8. ) they arc not to call 
any thing their own, when it is uſctul to its ſer 
vice: All their powers, all their intercſts are de 
vorcd toit, and that not only to adorn its pom, 
but to hight its bartels. Men quarrel and contend 
till not oniy t/ mſelt es, but even Goriftiamiy it: 
ſelk expire in the conteſt. Bur if it be indeed 
ccrtain that every Il ar is fo far unjuſtifhable, as 
arc thc CAHJES ON it, will ſuicly be 2 COmperene 
pre judicc ay unlt our contentions, that our Price 
is ſo much concern'd in them, which is fo un- 
chriſtian a motive, as all the boly-mater where 
with men have ſprinkled it, can never baptize un 
to a cleannel(s ; all tlic borron ed dreſſes of Zcal and 
SanCtity, howeycr they may dr/gurſe, can never 
legitimate 
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legitimate it. Thoſe Arts of conccalment may 
indeed add a new guilt, that of Hypocriſie, but can 
never expiate, no nor extenuate the old: Ard 
how Sarnt-like a form focver our Vain glory puts 
on, it docs but the more own its derivation from 
him, who can transform himſelf into an _Anget of 
light, whole aſpirings have firft ſubverted himſelf, 
and now g0 On To ProOPagare both his Crime and 
Ruinc tows; nor has he ever manag d that deſron 
vith morc Art or Succeſs, than by thus making 
our Pride a partition wall 'to divids us from one 
mother, and conſequently trom God too ; who 
being, as our Church ſtyles him, the auther of 
Peace and lover of Goncord, can never joyn himſclt 
with the aiftun bers ef both, but muſt neceſlarily be 
dilobliged by our Diflentions and Schiſms. 


CHAP. XIV. 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Secondly, 
Curio uy. 


F now we procecd farther in our enquiry we 
ſhall find, that another grand mcendiary of 
our Diſputes is Curioſity: A vice which 
though in ſome reſpe&ts it may be reckoned a ffe- 
ces of the former, that of Pride, yet in others it 
admits a difftintt conſider 1tron. This is that bane- 
tul weed which the Devii made 2 ſhift to Real 
ven into Paradiſe, and which has cver {inceat- 


tected 
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fected the richeſt ſoils, the molt pregnant and pg. 
liteWits ; nor did it only cjeCt man from thenes, 
bur it has improved the oriomal curſe, and multi. 
plicd thoſe briers and thorns among which he wa; 
caſt, yea, tranſplanted them from the Earth, 
where they could only raze the skin, into the 
Brain, wherc they PLCTCC and torture the ntcile- 
Etual and immortal Part of Man. Nay farther, 
even that [meat of hu brows, which was tocxtir 
pate them from the ground, ſerves but to water 
and cheriſh them in his mind ; his very muſty 
being in this caſc the extremeſt i husbandry,and 
the more pains he takes, the farther he removes 
himſelf trom all real a4rant ages of his toil. 

1] H | IR FE, arc {ome parts of K nowledge which 
God has thought hit ro ſeclude from us, to fence 
them not only as he did the intcrdicted Tree, by 
Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties 
and Impoſſibilitic S madc it not only our { and 
danger, but our Foily and madneſs to attempt 
them. Of this kind arc the Myſtcrious parts 
our Religion, which he ſhews us as it were a-far 
oft to excerciſe our faith and reverence, bur ſtoops 
them not to our ſenſe and diſquiſitron. Thele he 
has placed like the Jun, where they may influ 
ence, not annoy; warm, not ſcorch us. Anz 
would we {ti1] permir them to remain at that latc 
and wholſome diffance, we ſhould find none but 
benigne effefts; but ſo importunate are the inltt 
gations of Curioſity, that no 5ounds will keep vs 
from the Mount ; We will nceds break through 
into the thick darkneſs, how dreadful ſocver the 
fi WAar): 
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thunders and lightnings arc in the way. Like bold 
Phactons we deſpiſe all benefits wherewith the Fa- 
ther of light and us can court us; unleſs we may 
guide his Chariot ; and we moralize the Fable as 
well in the tragicalncſs of the event, as the info- 
lencc Or rnc undert ating - this unhappy Curiolty 
having not only ruin'd many of the inquiſitors,but 
ſet the whole worid allo in a conflagration. Nor 
is this tcemerity more fatal in its Succeſs, than 
mpious in its Foundation : For behides that it is 
adircet invaſion of Gods peculiar, and violation ot 
his Command, it docs evidently imply a diftruft, 
either of his Wiſdom or his Goodneſs ; ſuppo- 
ſes him cither fo srnorant of the ſtrength of thoſe 
facultics himſelf has made, that he has aſſigned 
them unproportionable objects, and fo they mult 
have new work cut out tor them by our {clves; or 
elſc preſumes his Eye evil towards his own Crea- 
tures ; that as the Devil once ſuggeſted to our 
firſt Parents, he tears the rivalry ot poor mortals, 
and by an envious detention of ſome parts of teli- 
city, like one that had been Bountitul only upon 
ſurprize and mmcogitancy, illiberally retracts and 
contradicts his original defien ot making Man 
completely happy. Nay, indeed this repreſents 
him unkind, not only to us by created Images, 
but cven to that Eternal and expreſs image ot his 
Perſon, the Son of bu boſom, who may well be 
thought to have been, as deſpiſed in bu Eyes, as 
he WwaiS ONCC IN our, E ſay $ 3- it hc have {0 
cheaply expos'd him for their fakes, ro whom he 
dcnics any of thoſe imtelleflual advantages, which 
diftecrence 
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ence them from Beaſts. Thus wickedly —_ 
rious arc we, that rather kk converſe with ul: 
gar ordinary things, we create prodigies, pate 
forms apon him that is wnc/ anges able, rob divizin 
of its moſt inſcparable artrribute, and not only 
diſobey (x0d, but reproach him. And then 'tris _ 
wonder it that which aHords {o little olory th 
God, hath no more pood will tor MNicn, and thar 
which thus wars with Heaven, Ilcave lire! PEACE 
on Earth. Indced it we will be building cur 
Babels,and thus aſſault Omneipotence, 'tis but juſt 
wc ſhould have out language confound ſ, 21 1 thar 
that tnowledoe for which wc boldly atre: pt t 
fe Gods cabinet, ſhould like the Coal from the 
Alrar, ferve only to embroil and conſume the 
ſacrilegrous mntVader' X ct bchdcs what is wing 
to divinc VENgCcAance 1n the calc, the thing has in 
itſclf a proper, natural efficiency toward ir: 
for when ſo many men are cngagd in a blind 
ſearch, ' 15S NOT 1MmAaginma: vic th C\ ſho uld 2 t um- 
ble upon the ſame Notions, and ſupp Gan thas 
to fall upon var/ety, 'tis imp offidle but mcns tond 
overweening of their own conceits and petulan 
diſdains of (3 the [ will IMPTUVE t th ar Tariery info 
Oppoſition, md iar oppoſiti on into {ct and So 
lemn Feuds. And God knows, the Church is 
too effectively acquainted with this fate! grads 
tion, and can experimentally atteſt the unbapy 
propriety ot this fort of Curiot: Ty TO wards th 
gendring of diſc ord and confuſron, 

BUT behdes this higher rank ot things 
which God hath ict ſo much above us, oh a 


2 


i ©. +. 
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Irena 


"hers of an inferiuy fort,as much below us , which 
re conccalcd from us, not for their ſudlimity, 
bat their wſeleſneſs ;, for as God on the one hand 
remembers that we arc but fi:h, unablc to bear 
the nearer approaches of diwinty, and foralks 
with us as once with Moſes through a cloud : $0 
i the other he forgets not that he breathed into 
w the breath of life , a vital aCtive ſpirit, whoſe 
notions he expects ſhould own the dignity of 
ts eriginal , and as it was itfclt an emanation of 
the Effential Goodneſs , ſhould aim at only read 
and ſolrd go {, andn CT CVAaPOrate and cxhault irs 
powers in mean and mmpertinent purſuits, And 
won this ſcore alſo, he has found ir neceflary 
to hide many things from us, not that they 
would 4>24e, bur m1ſcmp! y our Eve: not frat- 
a7 u,) Our Linderſtanding , 
tention, from what is more important : Ot this 


my 


ort are thoſe many thin aerial ſpeculations , the 
certain knowledge whereot would bring us no 
real advantage , make us at all the wiler to $3 
ation ; yet fuch a valuc does our mqurſitine Nut 
tare ſer upon every thing tor irs being 4:4 , that 
8 it our Life were bound up with theſe Secr 

id all our Felicity dwclr in the Shade ot theſe 
recefles, we purſuc TNLS ICATONn with indctati; 4- 
dic mduſtry, ranſack all corners with as great 
Wiip ence 5 thc WH om n Or ncri [t PICCC « 
Tr, Lube 15. 8. And as 


th. 4 
fs 
-— 
. 


15 N4S WOT indeed the 


% 
eaſure had in the ficld, {cl ai7 that we have. lay 
it our whole ſelves upon the purchaf Indced 
i that ſhall conſider what ſolemn Diſquiſiti: 
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Subjects, with what Advertence and concern 
Wucſktions of this kind arc bandicd in the wort, 


mult wonder how men can at once be | » /ervou wn 
and {0 {11 fling » Ol that tholc who can Ky, /0 Mucy, - 
thu uld nor Once aSk TICMmiIcives ro what put we 
poſc they lay any thing. \ ct what multitudes ; 


of men arc there engag d in ſuch chaſes as this? 
When alas, the quarry is not worth halt the 
ri il, could iT be POTTon * but what Yolomon L2V$ 
of the ſinggard, Prov. 12. 27. that be rofteth an 


that which be took in / uning, 15 truc of thc nr = 
ry temper, theſe over-buſre ſpirits whole labouris il; 
thcir on 1 ICWA2l d, TIICY NUNT A ſhadomn, nd Chak - 
the wind ; and when they rein ro their utmolti7,; 
ſpeed, - there is ſtil! the wonted Diſtance bel. 
tween them and their ams; all their cager pur... 
ſuits bring them no acqueſt ; but atter the) - 
have travcerſt ſo much ground, traccd all the _ 


a that Icarned Curiohty could contrive to 
PerpIcx men, an d ftudicd to the wearinels of the 
fle/-,it not to the quenching of the Sprrrt too, they 
art (e141! in rl C famec rpnorance from whence NC) 
{cr out, and twcre well if they were allo in 
ſame doubifulneſs: Bur the unhappincſs ot it 88 - 
TNCY ACQUITI 4a confidence without an y True grows - 
OTIT;5 2r.4 oct fuch ace. 2$ may FF of | 


», 
bur not edrfie. This was eminently excmplits _ 
in the Gn»ſ{icks of old, whoſe vain Chimeras, 24.” 
foolt/h queſtrons, as the Apoſtle calls them, In.34 ” 
paſt with them for ſuch a ſuperlative wiſdom, 1 bo 


Inloicnce TO : ICTIMINATE rn cmlc! 
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from others by that {welling Title, and monopo- 
lize thc repuration ot Sceence , whicn VET It we 


" will believe the great Doctor of the Gentiles, 
WW ind hc too brought up at the teer of Gamailiel, 

thc orcatclt Kibbi OF TnNc fews , was jcience 
" fallly 10 called. And G04 KNOWS, they wane 


not ſuccellors in this as well as in other 
particulars , men arc ſo polſc{t with their own 
Phancies that they take them tor Oracles , an 


"” think they ſce viſions, and arc arrived ro ſome 
= Extraordinary ret'elations of | rutty, when indeed 
hw they do but dream dreams, and amulſc them» 
w Kives with the Phantaſtick Lexs of a buſic ima- 


— a Wgnation. Yet would they only plcaſe them- 
elves in the deluſion , the Phrenfic were more 
mnocent ; but like the prouder fort of Lunatichs, 
they will needs be Kings and Kulers, impoſe their 

wild conjeffures tor Laws upon others , and de 
bounce IÞ ir a24inſt all that reccive them not 
And this is that which makes the great combulti 


Fs n,and confuſion among us ; tor while one man 
n (0) ncs ONE WAY, anoth r an ther. Tis ( Tods will 


brrude his eprmzon on every bodv cllec © ris im 
olhble bur the conteſts ſhould b [harp and cnd- 


- , 


as; for each man labours undcr a doublc In 


@a*, oy 


Wience, the one of having his own notions 1 
ted, the other of having the quite contrary 
mpos d on him; and though 'tis true el 

cineſs of the Injury ought ro aliayt 
eſureat it, yet men ſo much more conſider 
ut they ſuffer than what they 4s, that every one 
15 out aloud of that hard mcaſurc, which him- 


/ 8 
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ſelf offers without regret. And between wind: _" 
{0 contrary and lo hercce, tis no wonder it forms _ 
ariſe; and in ſuch Tempeſts has Religion ſo long "s 


been toflcd , that it now needs the intcrpolition us 
of a divine Miraculous power, to keep it trom fink 
ing ; tor alas, theſe Shwrmiſtbes CXpIre not with 
the firſt Propugners of the Opinions ; they per- _ 
haps began as {mele Duecllers , but then they lo0n 
get their troops about them , have their partiſar 
and abettors , whonot only cnhance , but cnrail 
the tcud to potterity And indecd this prope- -_ 
gation of Strite, both in theſc tr:ſlmp , and the = 
foOrmcr more profoun { jw 1s the moſt 
fatal circumſtance of the whole Caſe : Were it © 
not for this , though we might have many Errors, 
we could have no Sets. And if the Church 
might be ſometimes wounded with the darts off * 
ſingle Adverfarics , yet ſhe could not be furroun-W ©. 
ded and belicg'd with combinations and confeds: | 
raciesr. Some ſtragling Souldicrs might | 
reneg ddoes , but they would not revolt in tro *F 
and /egrons. We ſhould not have ſuch nume 


ea) 
rous Partics, who with the greateſt violation ot ; 
Chriſtian unity,denominate themſelves, not troy 


the grand author and fimſher of our F a1th " oi 
trom the firſt brocher of then Liolis 4 Op1n10n I 
the mean time, tis a ſad contemplation, that 20 ._ 
little vam curiofty ſhould weigh 10 much, 0! 2 
the Churches peace {o little with us : oy 0 
ſhould ſacrifice the one, to the ſutifuttion 

| (ſavy, C1 rather to thc - whetting and ir» 

the other. Burt tis a yer ſadder, th at this ſhous 


chick 
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chicHy de done by thoſe whoſe learning cnablecs, 
" wholc profeſſion ſhould devote to the moſt 
aoble and molt profitable Studics ; nay have the 


ong . | 
"Wl higheſt obligations to correct thoſe exorbriancies 

(101 ” , "=" 

. Wl in othcrs , which with ſuch Art and {abour they 

INL- q, . 

io i propagate and tcac How wounding a ſpecta- 

"ts de is it to fee our greateſt Heroes like —_ 

' of (at the Diſtaffe, thus degeneroully employed, 

LAST 

WW :nd to find thoſe who were by Chriſt deſign for 

-;\ poers of Men, thus entertain themſelves like 


Children, with picking up Shells and Pebbles on thc 
4+.00 orc; and which is yet more, unmanly wrangling 


V 
br zbout them too. Indeed at this ratc, 'tis no 
MF vonder it they make the ds/crptes Complaint, we 

: beve travelled all night and have taken nothing. 
Nr This ſurc is 0 little the way to win Souls, that 
Fl © hoſe buſineſs it is to deſtroy them , can very 
_ coatentedly refer them to this method; can 
;,W gladly leave us all our nicc and ſubtle diſquiſe- 
trons, upon the very ſame ſcore that one of the 

Wl Got ich Commanders adviſed the ſparing of the 
" WH [falian Schools and Libraries ; Let us, fays he, 
p rave them their Books, that whileſt they amule 
» themiclves with ſuch follies, we may ſubdue them 


WM tour pleaſure. Ir is the ſaying of the W ile-man;z 
re 1 4 wiſdom that mult iplieth bitterneſs ; and 
ure it there be a wiſdom acquired by theſe cu- 
us Enquiries, 'tis of this fort, like rhe Know- 
If \<22< of Good and Evil attained by our firſt 
Parents, which taught them to know the Good 

of nly by its loſs, and the Evil by its ſmart. In- 
188 cd our too hi: oh, and tranſcending ſpeculations 


& } on 
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on the onc hand, and our too trivial and unpro. Wl ,Iic 
fieable on the other; are like the rorrid and fri. 


| me 
gid Zone, the one conſumes us with its heat, the Wl ;., 
other chills, and benumns us with its cold; that Ml ,,: 


turns by. to Ginders, this to Ice. Theſe little WM 7 { 
trifling Notions being too flight an exerciſc to Wl x- 
keep beat in our Chriſtianity , which not only Wl 4iy 
expreſics but maintains its life by {trong and vi. 
gorous Motions. And therefore between theſe Ml &,, 
two intemperate, God has provided us an habits- 
ble Clime, | mcan that middle rank of divine MW 6 
truths which tend to praCtice. Here he would MW 
have us dwell and converſe, fix our thoughts and WI ,./ 
{tudics : Nor nced we fear that they arctoo Wl ., 
dry 2 ſubject for our contemplation. WeicY 
as deep Speculators, as any now aſſume to be, MW vi 

found it tar ot: wiſe. David could entertain WM n 
himſels wich the Meditations of God's Law (nat i 6+ 
his hidden. Dec or counſels) all the Day, Pal far 
I19. 97 Nay it ſcems the Matter was fo copru WM in 
and redundant, that it could not be confin'd with- MW ler 


in that rnarr/orn boundary of Time, but invaded the Ml +9 
wmohbtallo; f 4 | im to detaulk from his 27, WM oi 
ro bclrow ns meditations , | have thought o m- 
thy Name D) Lord in the nub ſea on, and hate repr | 

t9y Law,Veric 55. Neither is it a vain expence 0 , 
Time, which ic thus tempts to, but gives thc fl ex 
hapoieſt improvement ; lands at that harbourt | 

whic:: all rational ſtudies tend, gives uncer ” 
{tanding, Ve | makes wiſe the ſnnple, F c 
T0. 7 ang IO 11 2n cn n-: P . 2 . JUCH 
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alſo. Thou through thy comman dments haſt made 
me niſer than mane Enemies. I have more un- 
the W | Pnding than my teachers, for thy teſl1mones 
hat we my ſtudy. I am wiſer than the aced, becauſe 
ftle | keep thy commandments, Pſat. 119. 98, 99, 
to 150. Theſe arc high and liberal Elogies of this 
nly WF divinc ſtudy : and it any ſhall ſeek to divert 
"- in unwelcome inference by ſaying that David 
clc ſpoke them only in pious raptures, that they 
1s-' were the tranſport of his zeal, rather than the 
ne eſtimate of his ju ſoment ; Wwe mult relolve the 
al oyector far removed from ſuch religious ex- 
ind WF :-fer, and under the contrary defet : yet the 
00 c24ſe will ſo well bear an appeal, that he may 
(ce MW be truſted to conſult farther; let him adviſe 
X, Wl with Solomon, whoſe large defires and poſlcfi- 
in WY ons too of wiſdom, muſt ſuppoſe him no ſtran- 
Wt By cer to its nature, and he will tcll him the very 
_ Le and that not in his devouter extaſres , but 
wo in his moſt compor'd ſedate temper, when he ſo- 
th lemnly ſeats himſclf in his School, reads Etrhrets 
co to his diſciples, and proteflics his deſign of 
" Wl giving ſubtiity ro the Simple, and to by young 


5 man Lnewle ape and diſc es. Prot » &+ For if 
7” 8 his wholc book of Proverbs be aa thc ſum 
0 of it will be found to be nothing ell but an 


vortation to the ſtudy of rhis praQtick VV il- 
om. Nay when his own «nder/tanding was im 


proved and advanc'd by experience alſo , when 
te ha ad not only hbeog'd, but bought wildom, after 
ct + had given his Cur oliry its full un bounded 
Renge, compaſſed th the whole U1 [fc, and cxa 


7, 4 mind 


min'd not only in contemplation , but by ſenfitixe 
experiment, whatever therein could pretend robe 
that good for the ſons of Men, Ecct.2.3.we find af. 
ter all this buſic inqueſt, he gives up his verdi#in 
this torm, Eccleſ.12.13. Let us hear the end of the 
whole matter , Fear God and keep hu Command. 
ments, for thy & the Whole Duty of «Man: And 
now methinks ſo ſolemn a deciſion of the wiſcf 
of Men, and he too infpird by the Omniſcicat 
God, may be thought of weight enough to ac- 
quickece in. Yer fince therc are ſome who love 
not to weigh in the balance of the Sanctuary, and 
hat had rach cr reccive Reſponics from Delphas 
than trom b=rween the Gendien * Let fuchat 
Icalſt hcar even the Heathen Oracle atrciting Ss 
crates tobe the wiſelt man , becaulc he directed 
his itulics to the moral part of Learning, wh Ich 
he did to ſuch a degrec, as to diſparage all thi 
more A.ry ſpeculations, which better d not mens 
Manncrs, but were only 2.:ywr L27G., 4 noiſe and 
elatitering of Words. And Pythagoras his School 
dchncs Pr fophy, << z2rlowTivn XL )XPpT i «Tt 


AG9THTA cleanſing and perfecting of hum ant life, 
which two things are {aid to be done, firkt by Fo 
tue, whole buſincls it is to remove Tr autr/ity Twi 
rains, the tnordination of our Pallons ; Nccondy, 
by Truth, Which ref{tores S42r « BR, ADE Im 

pourtratcture of (rod. ow _ this is the joynt 
ſuttrave botn of Religion and Reaſon,why ſhould 
thoſc tha ecnd ro cithcr Icfic both, and vain 
Iv conlu ut ; in unprofitable ſcarches*! 


, 
: . 4 . . 
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emptineſs, who may with far leſs labour be rich at 
home? Alas, tis not bare knowledge , how great 
i. W or univerſal ſocver, that can poſlels us of felicity. 
in W Were it poſſible for us to have a window into 
ne WM Heanen, to fee all the Divine ſecrets, yet that 
4. & night be but like the Rich mans proſpect into 
id MW 4brcbams bolom,while himſclt was in the bottom- 
f lf pit. They arc not only the groſs and z{iterate 
at MW $uls that mult feed thoſe flames, the molt Aerial 
c- Wl 2nd Sublimated are rather the more proper tuel 
wo i for an cemmaterial Fire, and the knowledge WC 
id WY carry thither, render us the fitter company four 
ws Wl him, who knew every thing bur how to keep him- 
at Wl {lf happy, Ir was at once the Obſervation and 
, MW Wonder of Plutarch, that whereas God has ſ(ec- 


ed Wl icral incommuntecable properttes, as Power and Im- 
ch Wl mortality,G'c. theſe all men aſpir'd to, in the 
ſc WF mcan time negleCted that of Goodneſs, wherein 
ns Wl he was willing all men ſhould ſhare. And ſure 


ad therc is now cauſe of the ſame complaint , WC 
0! would have QMmnilcicnce and all parts ot Divini- 


r- WM ty belides the holineſs, yet alas, thoſe without 
fe, Wl theſe would prove but fatal acqueſts, and that 
cr- Wl zpproach towards being Gods, would only make 
ur WW us the more Devils. The only advantagious as 
'v, Wh vel as poſiible way of Aflimilation with God is 
ms Wt oy purity, and the means of that an Attentive 

t Wl conſideration of thoſe Drvine revelations, which 
ula WW are to regulate our practice ; theſe at once dif- 
in- Wl pence lipht and warmth, dircEt and revive the 
S' WW Soul : Andif men would not exhale wapours to 
nd Wl <1oud and darken them, Eclipſe the cleareſt 


Truths 
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Truths by difficulties of their own creating, ng 


man could miſs his way to Heaven for want f 


light,and yet ſo vain are they as to think they oh. 


lige the world by involving it in darkneſs, asif 


their Msſts ſhould like that which Watered the 


new form d Earth, Gen. 2.6. ſupply the place of 


the dew of Heaven. But certainly toall ſuch in 
their profuſeſt liberalitics , we need make ng 
other Requeſt than Drogenes did to Alexander, de 
fire them only that they will not ſtand between w 
and the Sun, intercept its rays, and rob us of thar 
which is infinitely better than any thing they can 
iveus. Were this but obtain'd, we ſhould ſoon 
Tiſcern the inconſiderableneſs of thoſe things 
whoſe cfte&ts have been ſo ſadly confiderableto 
Chriſtendom ; thoſe many Chrmerar which we 
wrangle and fight about, would in this Sun-ſhine 
appcar but eMotes that dance in the Air, (though 
God knows as we manage them , they arc the 
moſt luxurious Revels to the Prince that rul '$ 
there.) Were but a St. Pauls doctrine throughly 
imbib'd, our Curious Arts, Teotepyu 11-2 u | 
ſaperfluons unconcerning ftu 7"Joy "would as 1t hap 
pened, As 19. be ſup planted ; and our dev 
if ſufficiently accended, would as theirs, burn u9 
innumcrable hook; of this forr. And fſurc as this 
would be the greateff, fo it would be the molt tr: 
umphant Bon Gre Chriſtendom ever ſaw , as Dcing 
not only an i” lication, but a means of the might 
growth , and prevailing of the Word o - God, 
which our vain Curioſities ſerve only to impede 
and obſtruct, while they do as mi: ra advance 
diſſentions & animoſuties 4m onglt men. C HAP. 
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) 
CHAP. XV. 
A Survey of the Gauſes of Diſputes; Thirdly , 


later eſt. 


LL T befides theſe two, there is 2 third Fo- 
menter of diviſions, which cither for its 
activity or ſucceſs muſt not ſubſcribe to 

athcr of them, and that is Intere#. This is the 
orcat Lisl ro which the world bows: To this we 
pay our devouteſt homage, give it not only our 
ines, but our hearts; andas it the making us 

we WY rich were a ſecond Creation, that could cancel all 
nc Wl the obligations of the firſf : We ſacrilegiouſly en» 

\ Wl citlc our profit to all che Prerogatives of a Crea- 

» Wl tor, give it an abſolute unlimited dominion over 

Wl «5, allow ir to preſcribe us all our mcaſures of 

ily Wl 200d and evil; to rule not only our Reaſon but 

.». WW cur Paſſions too, (a Soveraignty, alas, we would 


o- Wl never yield to our God) andas if the giving us 
ion Wl (47 were not Empire enough, we permit it to 
o Wl pole Kelrgrons alſo; for ſurc they that obſerve 
his WI how great an influence it has in Ghurch-affairy, 
ri- WW vill conclude it governs more than the ſecular 
ins MY part of the world. Andindeecd it we look back, 


j we 0} 


by Wh © ſhall find 'tis no novel wſurpation, but though 
od, Wl 50id of other Title, has the Preſcription of m any 
ed: WH 425. Divinity has long ſince been made the 
nce I fandminid of Policy, and Religion's modelled by 
\P., Conveni- 
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conveniencics of State. The golden Calves he. 
came venerable deities, when they were found x 
to ſecure Feroboams Jealouhes : And Machiarill 
policy, that States ould ſerve themſelves of Rel; 
gron,was a common practice long before 'twas his 
Rulc. And this Example of Communitics has 
been tranſ{cribd by ſingle Perſons. In the Oly 
Teſtament we find frequent mention of tho: 
mercenary Prophets, that turn'd the office into x 
trade, divin'd for money, nay, ſometimes for more 
contemptible hire, handfuls of Barley and pieces of 
Bread: And in the New we ſce the ſame motive 
of Secular advantage had force enough to turn an 
Eccleſfiaſtick into a Laick, make Demas degrade 
himſclf, and deſert his Miniſtry, and as ir thus 
ſopr his mouth from preaching the Truth, ſoit 
open'd thoſe of Others to divulge Errors. Such 
were thoſe deccivers of whom St. Paul mY 
Tit. 1.11. who ſpate things they ought not for fi 
lucres ſake. So when the ſame Apoſtle declam ms 
the moſt carneſtly againſt the love of money as the 
root of all evil, we find he fetches his proot of that 
Charge, trom its having made men erre fromt 
faith, 1 Tim. 6. 10. And' tis St. Peters prc dic 
on, that the moſt damnable Hercfics, even the 
denying of the Lord that bought them, tho ald bei 
troduced by thoſe , who through Coveronlal ſ 
ſhould makc merchandize of their Proſclytes, 2 
of. 2. 4 - and ſure the event atteſts the preſageto 
have concern'd more than the Age immediately 
ſucceeding, there being none of the ſubſequent 


which hath not in ſome d deer r=e afliftcd irs com 
pletion, 
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pletion ; nor have we cauſe to wonder here-at, 
lince 'tis obvious to diſcern the conjunCtion and 
dependence between Covetouſneſs and Hereſie. 
For the Itching ears, the Apoltle ſpeaks of, being 
an Epidemick diſeaſe , give fair opportunity to 
every Mountebank to try his Experrments. When 
men nauſcat Old truths , becauſe they are ac- 
quainted with them , and embrace doEtrines for 
the very ſame reaſon, they ſhould reject them, 
even becauſe they are New : When they love no 
Teachers, but ſuch as thus entertain them , and 
arc bountiful to none but ſuch as they love ; there 
is little doubt, but there will be Mints enough ſer 
on work , when the Corners can thus at once ffamp 
ww opinions tor their Diſciples, and Money for 
themſclves : And God knows they are not a few 
of our Diviſions, that have thence taken birth. 
It will be necdlefs to ravel far into the Records 
of Elder times, every mans memory will be able 
toſuggclt to him too many, and too pertinent 
inſtances. Upon which reflection "twill be too 
viſible, that much of ſome mens late pretence to 
Godlineſs was but a real purſuit of Gaim; and the 
new light ſervd to guide them to their netghbours 
Goffers : And probably many of our Diſputes had 
deen ſuperſeded, had not the Authors foreſcen, 
that though they loſt the Queſtion, they ſhould 
22in what they more ſought. A few effays had 
diſcover'd how much the Populacy were pleas'd 
with Aoveltres, eſpecially ſuch as at once gratifi- 
ed their Levity and their Pride, by caſting ill re- 
flections on the thivgs or Perſons to whom they 
owed 
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owned a reverence ; and the liberal contribution: 
ſuch Teachers met with, ſcrv'd {till ro invite 
more labourers into that work , where wi' hout the 
uncaſineſs of a long Expectation, thcir very ſeed: 
time was their Harveſt, and by ſowing Tar-s, they 
immediately reaped Gold : And 'tis no wonder if 
ſuch quick returns made them diligent at the trade, 
induſtrious to provide thoſe wares they ſaw they 
could put off ſo well. And would to God we 
were ſecure, that thu way of Traffick were yet at 
an end,tor ſo long as the ſc ſprritual Merchants can 
thus impoſe on their credulous Chapmen, make 
them buy one miſchict with another, and exhauſt 
their E/tates to endanyer their Souls, we mult not 
hope Vvur difſentions will ever cealſc, our flames 
ever be extinct, that have ſo much matter to teed 
them, and ſuch wmportunate blaſts to blow them 
up. 

BU T covetouſne(f is of too unſatiablec a nature 
to be contented with one way of ſupply, 'tis like 
the Sea, that receives the Tribute of all Rivers 
(though far unlike itin lending any back again) 
and therefore thoſe who have reſolv'd upon the 
threving ſort of Picty, have ſeldom embark all 
their hopes in one bottom, nor ſo depended on the 
bounty of their Proſelytes, as to neglect other 
ways of preying tor themſelves. They wanted not 
providence to torclee, how uncertain a ri __ 
popular benevolence is : That the ſame gidd! y and 
violent humour, which had opened their wa nds /0 
wide, might by working another way cloſe them 


as faſt; orit their inclinations continucd , their 
abilitici 
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abilities might fail;(a thing very poſlible to thoſe, 
who have ſuch ſuckers ) or it both theſe remain'd, 
yet that they were unlikely to grow in proportion 
to their own appetites, and theretore / 20. it nCc- 
celſary to have ſome other reſerve; and beſides, 
this way of flattering their willing benefattors out 
of part, contrived another of forcing their unwil- 
ling Neighbours out of all their poſſeſſions : So 
making the ſpoils of ſome mens honeſty a richer 
booty than that of others folly. Hence Shiboleths 
found out of Covenants and Engagements,to give 
opportunity of deſtroying a diſſenting brother ; 
by this Art a fat benefice became crime and witneſs 
to0 apainſt its Incumbent , and he was ſure to be 
morthodox, that was worth the plundering. Thus 
alas, has the Altar of God been attended, or rather 
invaded by thoſe whoſe very approach was a guilt, 
that qualified them rather to lay hold on its horns, 
than pretend to its ſervice; for ſure that God, 
who has declar'd he hates robbery tor burnt-offer- 
np, cannot much attcct Robbers for Prieſts. But 
this is a Theme fo unpleaſant, I delight not to en- 
large on it, and rather wiſh that the memory of 
it were ſo extinEt, that it might remain no where 
but in the penitential Litanics of rhe Offenders; 
my deſign in the preſent reflection is only to 
make it an evidence how much covetouſneſs pro- 
motcs our contentions , which ſurc is not more vi- 
ible any where than in this inſtance: For where 
there is a deſign of ſupplanting, that neceſfarily 
requires another of accuſing ; ( even Fezebet her 
(clt projects not to ſeize on Naboths Vineyard 
without 
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without a precedent Charge ) to comply with 
which neceſſity , not only the {ves and converſs 
tions, but the doftirines and opinions of our moſt 
eminent Divines have been ſtrangely milſrepre; 
ſcated, and when that proved not fence cnoughto 
the reputation of their Oppreſſors , they have 
thought fit to change the Scene , and to combate 
thoſe opinions in their true ſhape, upon which they 
could not ſo well faſten their diſgurſe. I ſhall not 
here need to ſay with how much, or how lictle 
pretext of reaſon they managed thoſe Diſpures: 
Tis cnough to my purpoſe that ſuch Diſputes 
there were, and tholc tounded in the defire of ac- 
quiring ſccular advantages, which ſufhcicntly at- 
teſts Intereft tobe a potent Abettor of our quar- 
rels. 

BUT God knows that is a truth of which the 
world attords ſo many proots , that we need not 
confine our ſelves to this little Angle of it, or owe 
our convietions only to our domeſerct tranſattions ; 
it we look abroad we ſhall find it too often exem- 
plificd. The memorable diffturbance given to the 
Church, as well as State of Germany by the Ar 
baptifts, is a pregnant inſtance ; whoſe new op 
on was but an expedient of inveſting themſelves 
in new poſſeſſions, and their ſecond Baptiſm but the 
Solemnity of cſpouſing, not only the fleſh, but 
the world alſo, which they had renounced in the 
firſt. 

AND would God they had been the only Set 
of Men, whoſe doitrines were ſubſervicnt to their 


intereſts; for ſuch tumultuous and Pleberan pre 
To 
yorrns 
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jebts, though like a land-floud they make great 


ſpoil at the preſent, yet foon fink again. Such 


wowed and exceſſive greedimneſs devours itſelf, and 
the inffruments by which ic wrought : fo that the 
lefeat of the ſecular Deſign, is commonly the 
_y thoſe Opinions, which were formed for 

he promoting ir. But when the ſame dehre has 
ods antage of a ſober guidance; when Ava- 
ce purs on the Ganonical ha abit, and twiſts itfclf 
zot only with the prattice of Men, but the do- 
frines of the Church ; » VV hen articles of Religion 
ſhall be eſtimated by their profitabieneſs, anc Ec 
celialticks diſpute, as Lay-men fight for eAoney ;; 
then alas, the miſchief ſeems fatal, the diſeaſe ſo 
ixt and radicated, as at once diſcourages, and 
mocks the attempts of cure. 

THAT this is the caſe not only in a parts- 
ale and private Church, but thar which al- 
ſumcs to be the Hniterſal and Catholick is too 
zpparent. The one Pofition of the Popes right 
to diſpoſe Kingdoms, out-ſtrips all other prin- 
ciples of rapine: this is to drive a whole-ſale 
trade, when all other petty Merchants deal but 

or parcels : which as it is a much bolder, fo is 
ta more prejudicial attempt than the invading 

& private poſlcflions, and theſe Duo gladir, the 
wuble armature of S. Peter, a more deſtructive 
Engin, than the tumultuary weapon in arche up 
by a F. matick ; but ſurc S. Peter s ſword though 
once raſhly managed by himſclt, was never de- 
hon'd to arm his ſucceſſors ro invade Kingdoms : 

This property of it ſeems rather to have been de- 
Aa rived 
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rived from the Pretorian ſouldrers, who inſolcntly 
aſſumed the diſpoſing of the Empire, wherein 
they at the laſt arrived to that 1mpudence, that v- = 
ter the Death of Pertinax they made open port ſale 
of ir, a10% pes £, CTY "yy TED X, TWw1 iS twin X fil Þ» 
>lwy in 4 baſe and ſordid manner,as if it had been of _ 


———_—  — — 


common marketable wares : 1 cannot ſay the Court il > 
of Rome tranſcribes that indecent owning of the WM. " 
traffick ; bur it has in other inſtances ſo well at- _* 
reſted its good managery, that tis not very cre- = 
dible, that Crowns and Scepters arc conferred = 
gratu. And to thu lo advantageous a Doctrine _ 
others bear proportion : Thoſe of Pargatory, Is _ 

om 


dulgences, and Supererog ation, are ready inſtances, 
whercin the Aſſertors thcmiclves ſcem to be una- Con 
nimous in nothing but in a zoynt reference to £C! 


profit ; for when they come to minute definiti- bo 
ons they vary and diſagree ; ſatishe one another, Pp 
as little as their common Antagenſts : and there- =. 
fore in the Council of Trent they prudently choſe _ 


in thcir decrees to propoſe the bare Articles backt 
by the Authority of the Church, and dnathemas 
of the Council, as having by precedent diſc 
ons of the points in their congregations diſcern! 
the ſmall accord that was among themſclves, 
when they deſcended to parts: ulars. And indeed 
thc Opinions were fo various as to the grounds 
the Do&trines, that one would wonder how trom 


— ; | coul 
{o dificring premiſſes, they ſhould all infer the min; 
ſame concluſion; were it not that the confprrate = 
of Intercſt was tov potent for the drverfity ho 


Judgment. And ſure 'twas a ſtrange deference «ry 
was , 
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. — 


was given to it, when in the matter of Irdu- 
er, there was ( by the Teſtimony of their own 
Writers ) tour different Opinions, and yer all Ca- 


* thelick: which moderation towards Speculative 
"Wl diſſenters, compard with the grear ſeverity 
| zainſt thoſe that oppoſed its Prattice, ſpeaks 
© WH loud cnough that the Orthodoxy of the point lay 
Wl wholly in the Profitableneſs; and that Luther 
HH kinſclfhad been no Heretich, had he buſicd him- 
w kit only in fuch diſquifitions, as impeded not 
4 the gan ot that Doctrine. Nor is this merely 
* WH farmiſc and conjecture, for if we conſulr the 
” WH memorials of thoſe tranſactions, we hall find this 
* WH v3 the thing that moſt alarm'd Kome, pur that 
* WH Court in almoſt as great 2 commotion, 25 the berth 
0 Yo Chriſt did Herods: and accordingly in their pri- 
Ut Wnt: conſults, the cloſer cabals of the Colledege ; 
ws de ſecurmg this part of their invaded nating 


ws the grand delrberation, upon which account it 
"1s, that when Adrian ſhewed fome Inclination 
b the reforming abuſes both in this and other 
aſtances, one of his Cardimals who betrer knew 
entrigues of affairs, admoniſht him againſt 
unskilful picce of Ingenuity, not only from 
Example of his Predeceſſors, who were reſo- 
ate never to confeſs Faults by mendmns them, but 
| repreſent ms to him, ** That no reformation 
could be made, which would not notably di- 
miniſh the rents of the Church, which having 
tour foundations, the one Temporal, the other 
three Spiritual, Irdulgences, Diſpenſations, 
ind Collations of Benefices ; no one of them 
A422 « could 
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« could be ſtopped but that one quarter of the _ 
« ad : P , Mi 

** TCVENUTS would be cut oft. What a relem- 
blancec this advice carrics to the oration of Deme- - 
trixs to his fcllow crafts-men, As 19. 2 5. 1 need ary 
. Will 

not ſtand to demonſtrate, but while fuch conk * 
derations as this, bear ſway in Church matters, _ 


where Profit ſhall be the Tonch-fone both tor taith MW ;.11 
and manners, we arc not to wonder it no gainful : 
Tenet be depoſited ; or Peace bought with that 4 
which in moſt mens eſteem is of tar more ws ” 
luc. Mt 
AND this is it which ominates ſadly s ol , 
our diviflions with the Komamſts, were our dif 
ferences merely the product of Heat and Paſſion, 
they would like the ſmaller clefts in the ground, 
want nothing but a cooler ſeaſon to cement and 
cloſe them : but when they arc thus form into 
an intereſt, become the Deſign not of ſangle per- 
ſons or ages, but of corporations and ſucceſſrons ; : 
the Breach ſeems like the ſcrſſures and ruptures ol ,j. 
an Earthquake, and threatens to ſwallow al _. 
that attempt to cloſe it, and reſerves its curc on. 
ly for omnipotence, Indced ill fpiritual and fl -- 
cular Concerns be reduced into their proper 
ranks, which arc now mixt and confounded, th 
better to diſguiſc the prepoſterous ſubordinatiot 
of the nobler to the inferior; till we have tor 
gotten the unhappy Chymeſtry of rurning all, vel : 
Religion irfclf into Gold, we mult never hoy p R 
ro get out of the Furnace; our flames will ſti! " 
grow ficrcer, and with this unnatural effect t my 
conſume not the Drof{, but the purer Met. le 
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a word, till men can fever themſelves trom their 
frarice and mean purſuits of gain, they will ne- 
wer ceaſe to ſeparate from their brethren. For as 
the molt ſovereign Balſoms cannot cure a hurt 
while the arrow remains in the Heſh + fo neither 
can the molt pacrfick Remedzes at-all avail, ſo long 
45 thc ſ{amc worldly Arms, which madc the wound, 
RM tick in it, 

BUT in the mcan time "tis a eMelancholick 
confideration that Chriſtianity ſhould be by its 

Cl 


= 


Pr tcflors thus unworthily proſtirutcd ; that the 
in\ various and oppoſite Religions, tor which 
wc lcvcrally pretend ſo m uch cal. ſhould be but 
divers ways to the ſame irreligious E nd ; where- 
in our Elters ſeem to reſcmble thoſe in the Sto- 
iy of Suſanna, who when they meant to part 
with c2ch other, yct did unawares meet by the 
mpulſc of the fame Luſt. We find it moved the 
tience even of the Lamb of God, ro fee his Fa- 
ers hovſe made a houſe of merchandite, though 
the Traffick was for the turniſhing of Sacrifices : 
with what abhorrence mult we think docs he now 
kchold thoſe, who drive fo much a worſe trade 
nit: who ſcll not accommodations for worſhip, 
wt the worſhip itſelt ro accommodate their m- 
'r, and donot onlv make Gain wm the Tem- 
ple, bur ef it. A thing the ſacrilegious Rapine 
ot our days has made literally truc, where be- 
des the revenues, the very Fubrick and materials 
t Churches, have been marketable ware: Fu- 
{21s good husbandry has been taken up, and ad 
mus Perditto bac? put as the common «Motto 
Aa 3 upon 


+ 
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upon every thing tha t could be fold for more, nay 
ſometimes tor le{Sthan Three bundred pence. And 
as Dionyſius took away the golden beard from 
eAſculapis, to rectihe the indecency of the 
Sons having a beard when the Father had none: 
and Fulian robb'd the Chriitian altars with this 


101014 Sar js y ww TX SUETIV UTWOETAHTE! 
Maze us: Eat inal unfit the y n of Mavy | ſhould 
be ſerv d m Plate So do men now a-days make 


themlcives re gl, tors of holy things, correct the 
10; lecorums ot the $ anctuary) that they may rifle 
its treaſures. Thus go we ſce the Apoltles affirms- 
tion {adly verified, that thoſe who will be ric b fall mn 
to Tempt «tion, and 4 ſnare, 1 Tim. 6. 9. Such is the 
"—_ Jinctls Of 2a coTrelous app tHe, that it ſwallows 
indilcriminaccly whatever looks like priz e, and 
rather than it want its prey, God Himſelf ſhal 
be robbd., Nay, twcere to be wiſhe in this 
ſtance, that That were all ; but alas, hc is mech 
ro0, ulcd not only unjuſtly, but contumeluully 
we thus make him a property to our fordid c& 
hens, and when hc has proteſt that he will not be 
ſerv'd together with Mymmen, we attempt that 
which is yet far more blaſphemous, and make 
him pay ſervice to him with whom he diſdainsto 
ſhare it when paid by others. 

NEITHER is Covetouſneſ(s the only # «: 
that (erves its interelt _—_ n Re l1g10N : bur as es 
made a fufor tort n at, JousAfta cloak and 1 ſqm: ; 
for many other. Ot this the Catalogues of pri- 
mitive ds vive ſufficient witneſs ; divers 
whercot as thc Nicolart ans, Gerinthians, Garpoor 
ITE 
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ties, and Grofticks ſcem to have conſtituted di- 
tint ſets in Ghriftiantty, only that they might 
:ntroduce the molt beſtial parts of Heathensſm, 
= x pretended an aſſociation in Rel:gion,when in- 

1-ed it was in luf. How tar ſome of our modern 
« Wl Ss reſemble them in this Particular, I will 
not undertake to pronounce : though there want 
i MW rot thoſe who make ſevere, and not improbable 
© W Conjccturcs concerning it. Bur whether that be 
c the main dchhgn Or nO; tis certain both thar 
© MW wickedneſs, and many other find great ſhelter 
- W zmong them. He that brings reſolution ro up- 
=o b da Faction ſhall nor miſs ot Entertainment, 
© WH how many or how great vices ſocver he brings 
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s Wl with it; and he that is of a godly party, ſhall in 
a Wl fight of the loudeſt Guilts be a godly men. So 
l m2 ttor10Ms A thing is it in fornc mcns account to 
t- de faftious, that it covers the multitude of fins : 
it hence it is that Grammals to frequently hy to 
3 new (*hurchecs t r Sunftuary . and twill tant be 
© WH the concern of ſuch to have fo creditable a Re- 


X Wl fire; and theretorc we are not to wonder if this 

t  ltcrclt combine with the former in promoting 
xc BY our Diſlcntions. 

(9 BUT alas, as it advances thoſe, fo does it 

ir ex4lt roo, that have more than one vile End to 

:h we accommodate our Picty : and (till im- 


15 PLICS rnc YFrcater affront ro Our God, by how ma- 
/* WF ny the more and baſer mtereffs we ſhroud under 
'- his Patronage. Alas, is it not cnough, as Fob 


1 i lpcaks, to hide our miquities in our own boſoms, but 
«+ I mult we wrap them in the Veil of the Sandtuary ? 


IM, Aa 4 Woe 
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Wee rcad that (xoats ONCE lent A COT ering for the 
Tabernacle; but here by an impious Inverſion, 
the Tabernacl man lend a co vering to the Goars 
The moſt / fial þ} petites be both concealed and 
prelerv'd u ader the Shadow of Religion. FP 
tarch tclls us that when eMarceliivs would h: 
conſecrated a Temple joyntly ro Honour and 
Verrtcc, the Priefts rei [tc it, ſaying, Tno G 
dwelt not in one Church : and it their vain deities 
ex2ctcd ſuch a ſulemnity of Reſpect, and would 
not be Inn wi to one another, can we think nc 
true God will be content to be made foto all our 
THUeſt Tufts ? This is ſurc the hig ghelt C onture! 
to the divine Majcſty ; and never could th 
mination of deſolation more properly be ſaid to 
ſtand in the holy place than in thu ſenſe : tor as the 
Warmures ot rn F on rt firlv « xpreſt by bom: 
mation, fois the cf? of thiem by deſol ation : they 
wing brought the molt fatal mrſchrefs on the 
Church. 

AN D now would God all that arc concern d 
in this guile, would ſobcrly ponder the weight ot 
if. Therc arc two 1/ gs ot which God has ex- 
prelit _—_ It peculiarly Tender, his honour ar 
his Church; this is the inva ding him in both; rhe 
CXxXPpPO oY > the ore tO Reproach and Contec mpt,and 
the other to Ruinc and Deſtruction ; and doudt- 
leſs were there nothing of the former, this later 
alone muſt be ſadly accounted for. It remains 
yet a Character of infamy upon Achen, _ 
troubled I/racl tocnrich himfclf : and on Bala: 
that be rot only loved the wages of iniquity, but 


enſnares 
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enſnared the people m nao ant ſure the 


c 

. MW ſame with many aggravations belongs to thoſe, 
.. W who by the like unworthy practice, have not on- 
48 lyccndred the Church a prey to forergners, but 


made it ſo to ztſelf ;; engag 'd one part of it again{t 
7 another, till the whole is fo waſted, that our 
d Religion ſcems now ncarcr cxtinCtion, than our 
auzrrels abour it. 


— 


nr CHAP. Xxvl 


Wl Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Fourthly, 
to Paſſion. 


he 

7” FOURTH prand contributer to our 
cy diflentions 1s Paſſion, which being by 
be God and nature placed in a ſubſcrviency 


[0 ICalOon, when it QuICs its Poet Ft ation and 
\'d flumes empire, it muſt needs diſorder and fub 

of W vert nor only the State of the * Mind, but of eve- 
x- 7 thing upon which it has an Influence. I ſhall 
nd not here attempt any Phrloſophn al diſcourſe ci 
he W thcr of their nature or number ; all that concerns 
nd MW the preſent enquiry falls under one of thele two, 
br- MW our love, or our hate; and is cither Kindneſs and 
T7 repolſefiion, Or Spight and Prejudice : For the 
in MW ff of theſe 'tis a thing which common exper:- 
be Y ence atteſts ro be a molt forcible corrupter of 
im W the underſtanding, which being by native righe 
ut dclign'd a Fu; lee, 1s by this interrupted in its 


4. office, 
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We rcad that Goats once lent a covering for the 
Tabernacle; but here by an impious Inverſion, 
the Tabernacle mult lend a covering to the Goats - 
The moſt beftial 'Ppe {ites be both concealed and 
preſerv'd under the Shadow of Religion. Pl, 
tarch tclls us that when eMarceliuvs would ha 
conſecrated a Temple joyntly to Honour and 
Vertue, the Prre/ '; reſiſted it; ſaying, Two Ge 
dwelt mor in One Gh HYC ) - and it their tain deter 
exactcd ſuch a ſulemnity of Reſpect, and would 
not bc Inmate > tO one another, can we think the 
true God will be content to be made (o to all our 
wileſt Inſt ? This is ſurc rhe hip rheſt C ontumely 
to the divine Majeſty ; obo never could the 
mination f deſolation more properly be faid to 
Itand in the holy place than in thu ſenſe: tor as the 
Warures ot rh {t on Th firly expreſt by abom:- 
wation, fois the Het of them by defol ation : they 
having brought the molt fatal mr/chrefs on the 
Church. 

AN D now wou Id God all that arc concer 


: 


in this guile, would ſobcrly ponder the we oht of 
if. Therc arc two thin « ot which God has cx 
prelt himfclt peculiarly Tender, his honour and 
his Church; this is the invading him in both; rhe 
expol.ng the ore to Reproach and Contempt, ,and 
the other to Ruine and Deſtruction ; and doudt- 
leſs were there nothing of the former, this late 
alone muſt be ſadly accounted for. It remains 
yet a haracter of infamy upon Achan, that! 
troubled Iſrael to enrich himfclf :; and on Balan 
that be not only loved the wages of nzquity, but 


enſnarts 


Chap.1 5- Thirdly, Intereſt. 365 
enſnared the people m achomed! and ſure the 
ſame with many aggravations belongs to thoſe, 
, MW who by the like unworthy practice, have not on- 
1 |yrcndred the Church a prey to forergners, but 
þ made it ſo to ztſelf ; engag d one part of it again{t 
: another, till rhe whole 1s fo waſted, thar our 
1 Keligion ſeems now nearer extinction, than our 
quarrels abour it. 
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A Survey of the Gauſes of Diſputes ; 
Paſſion. 


Fourthly, 


FOURTH prand contributer to our 
diſlcntions is Paſſion, which being by 
God and naturc placed i in a ſubſcrviency 
to realon, when it quits its proper tation Tu 
'( i fflumes empire, it muſt needs diſorder and fut 

of W vert nor only the State of the »AMrnd, but of eve- 
'x- ! thing upon which it has an Influence. 1 ſhall 
nd not here attempt any Philoſophn al dilcourle ci 
NC ther of their nature or number 4 all that concerns 
nd MW the preſent enquiry falls under one of thele two, 
br- WW our love, or our hate; and is cither Kindneſs and 
ter Prepoſſeflion, or Spight and Prejudice : For the 
ns rf of theſe "tis a thing which common expert- 


he WY ence atteſts ro be a moſt forcible corrupter ot 


mW tic underſtanding, which being by native right 
wt cclign'da Fuder, is by this interrupted in its 


= office, 
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cd: But ( as it farcs ſometimes with Magiftrate; 
in Popular inſurrecCtions ) forced to give counte. 
nancc roirs own wvroiation, ro own nor irs proper 
native dictates, but ſuch as arc preſented to ir, 
by the prejudicate Phancy. And as it thus lays 
reſtraint upon the ſuperzor part of the Mind,keeps 
the underitandi! 7 11 TCETCcrs, lol to complete the 
inverſion ) it takes oft all ties from the mnferir; 
Cyivcs not only [1.ence, but mncit ation to the other 
Paſſions to rake their freeſt range, to aft with 
the utmolt impetuolity. And fure there can no- 
thing more be requir'd, to render it a molt apt in- 
frument of Tumult and Contulion. Forwhan 
every opinion that is taken up, ſhall inſtead of 
reaſon and av umen:, arm ;elclt with heat and vic- 
lence, there can be no end oft contending. And 
the truth of this is, God knows, too ſadly dilcer- 
nible in our Ghurch-controverfies, which derive 2 
great dcal of their warmth and bitterneſs trom this 
F ountain. 

OF this prepollicfiion there arc two Sorts, 
the one relating to Dofttrine, the other to Per 
ſons ; by the firſt I mcan not a ſober conſtancy to 
thoſe principles which being firſt imbibed by eau- 
cation, are afterwards retain'd upon Judgment, 
but an eager tenacity of Opinions, not ſo much 
upon Truth or E-idence, as upon a contus d irra- 


tional kindnef: x Plitonich love of lome Do 
Ctrincs mercy tor th mt IVCS, and then maKing 
them the Handards, by which all others are tobe 


mecaſurcd ; 


Of the Cau ſes of Diſpute, , Chap.16. 


effice, not permitred to make thoſc impartial En. 
quirics, on which a right ſentence ſhould be found. 


ne! 
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meaſured : And this kind of Prepoſicfiion is no 
Stranger in the world, there being multitudes of 
men, who aſſert opinions with all imaginable ve- 
hemence, who can give no better oround oft it, 
but becauſe they like them : And as the wiſer ſort 
chuſe a Tenet, becauſe 'tis right, fo theſe con- 
clude 'tis r1ght, becauſc they have choſen it. And 
having thus cnamour'd themſclves of their Helena, 
they expect all ſhould adore, nor can he ſcape 
the note of Profaneneſs that refuſes. By this ab- 
ſurd partiality it is, that ſome dofirines, which 
would themſclves ill abide the Teff, are become 
the Touch-fone both of Doctrincs and Men, and 
no Opinion or Perſon ſanCtihed which bears not 
this impreſs. I need not ſtand to give inſtances, 
cither ot the Dotirines or the unhap pY mfluence 
this cſpouſing of them has had on our diflentions ; 
but indeed this kind of Prepoſſeſſion is oftentimes 
the conſequent of another ; and this great weners- 
tion of ſome Opinions is founded in the reverence 
ot their Authors, Men take up a confidence of 
the learning Or fant ity of a Perſon, and then all 
his not4ons arc received implicitly, ſtrictly embra- 
ced, but not ſo much as lliightly examin'd ; 
and this admiration of mcns Pcrſons, has in all 
zpes been of huge mrſchrief to the Church, has 
_ up pre ate Phancics into ſoulemn publick Er- 
ors, and given an unhappy perpetuity to many 
wma opinions, which would elle have expt- 
red with their firff Propugners. This ſeems to 
have been foreſeen by Sr. Paul, when he fo car- 
neltly exhorts the Corinthians againlt rhe aſcri- 
bing 
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ing their Faith to their ſeveral reſpective Teach 
ers : But ſurc | am, 'twas ſadly cxpcrimented 
by the ſucceeding Chriſtians, who owed many of 
their diviſions toit. A pregnant inſtance hereof 
was the Millennrum, which in ſpight of its impro- 
bability prevail d /ong, and almoſt untverſah 
a! o4inſt the Truth upon the ſtrength of Authority 
Pa; dias a holy man and Scholar of S. Fohn, havino 
delivered it, the eſteem of his Perſon canoniz'd his 
miſtake, and men choſe rather to admit a dotrine, 
whoſe unagrecableneſs to the Goſpel Occonomy 
rendred it ſuſpicious,than think an Apoſtolick man 
could ſcduce them. And the torce of this is ver 
more conſiderable, when 'tis remembred that ir 
tound Proſelytes, not only among the Fulzar,who 
are commonly flexible to any new Impreſſion 
but among thoſe of a higher rank, men that were 
lizbts in their generation : fuſtin e Martyr and Ire 
new having own'd the Opinion, 2nd intimatedit 
to have been reccived by many otncrs no leſs Or: 
thodox ; and if ſuch a ſcduCtion could prevail, fo 
early in thoſc purer times, betore mens intereſts 
Or ſplecn were adopted into their Religion, and 
begot voluntary errors, it I ſay the mere reputati- 
on of a Teacher was then ſins oly ſo operative ;j we 
cannot wonder at its cthc acy in conjuncti n with 
thole auxiliarres, which worſcr times have 
brought in. What concurrence of thoſe there 
was in the ſeveral Herefres, which after infelted 
the Church, 1 ſhall not now examine, but 'tis vi- 
ſible that many of them grew confiderable,chictly 
from the fame of their Authors ; thus Tatianus up- 
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on the credit of being Faftin eMartyr's diſciple, 
had an advantage to diſſeminate his errors, and 
of W not only his, but thoſe of Origen, Apollinaris and 
ot Novatws, gain d abcttors from the reputed Ortho- 
» Wl dox) of theP *erſons that propos'd them, who ha- 

ving allerted the Faith in ſome points, were qua- 
lificd the more proſperoully to oppoſe it in others. 

3 NOR has it been only the miſhap of clder 
times to have felt the miſchicts of ſuch prepoſleſ- 
fion ; the diſeaſe has {ti1] advanced, and every day 


Y WY improved in worſe effe#, by how much men have 
wn more degenerated trom prom: tive integrity; lo that 
TH the eafie Proſelyte is now in da inger, not only from 
TH the blindneſs, but the treachery of his ouide, and 
0 WF is often led out of the common road, as thieves 
"» W draw paſſcngers into by-ways for the better oppor- 
'- Wl tunity of robbing them: But 'tis not my preſent 
w buſineſs to ſend Hue and cry after them, to cxa- 
a minc what the intentions of thoſe leaders are,who 
4 miſguide their tractable admiring followers; 'tis 
lo enough tor my purpoſe to obſerve, that thoſe 
" who ſo deliver up themſclves in a blind aflent to 


the dictates of any man, are in his power to be 
'" W abuſcd by him it he pleaſes: 1 ſhall leave it to 
- others, to eſtimate the probability that they ſhall 
not be actually ſo:But certainly this may be ſaid, 

that theſe Later ages have beyond all the former gi- 
venOpportunities of ſcducing to any that will uſe 
ca them. The one cſtabliſht Doctrine of infallibt- 
ity among the Romaniſts is eminent tor its propri- 
cty that way, while under pretence of ſubmiſſion 
to ſomething they call Infalible, "tis evident mu 
rne 
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the faith of the ignorant Vulgar reſolves itſelf 
into that which they acknowledge moſt fallibl: : 
the Doctrine of their immediate Teachers, But 
indeed take it at the beſt, ſuch a perſwaſion is not 
only an error in itſ{clt, and an apt foundation for 
innumerable others, bur it neccflarily renders 
them incorrigible; the leaſt retraction of a mj. 
ſtake being fo inconſiſtent with the claim of infal. 
libility, that while they retain the one, they muſt 
never attempt the other, nor can they ceaſe to 
Erre, till they conteſs it poſſible they may do (o, 
How much more than poſſible that has been, -a 
many Innovations oft that Church ſufficiently 
witneſs; and conſcquently the danger of preſy- 
ming upon the uncrrableneſs of a guide. But 
would all that upbrard it there,were themſelves ſe- 
cure from it, and that many did not in their pra- 
Chice tranſcribe that decried dottrine, and that 
too with the improvement of worſe crrcumftances, 
I mult call them worſe, by how much the probats- 
Iities of Erring arc greater under the cxtemport- 
ry conduct of a Private perſon, than the fixt rules 
of a community, and by how much again the vo- 
luntary cnſlaving my ſclf is —_—_ xcuſcleſs,t than 
that which the principles ot my Profeflion, and 
conſequently a ſeeming obligation ot Conſcience 
expoſes me to. And as to the matter of Fact, I 
think "ris evident cnough, that the admiration of 
mens Perſons is a fprea [ ame diſeaſe that has over- 
run Chriſtendom, and though a great part ot it 
inveigh againſt implicitef ith yet it it be through 
ly ſcanncd, 'twill appear 'tis rather the obje# he 
cnc 
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the a& we difter abour. He that vehemently op- 
ſcs that homage to the Conclave, will yet tame- 
ly pay it fo 2 Glaſſis : and he that refuſes it there, 
yiclds itto the Votes of a Congregational Church ; 
or if he hold out againſt that too, yet chuſes ©o 
himſclt ſome private Teacher on which to calt it : 
Like Micah, Fudg.16. Mates him a Teraphim and 
t Prieſt too, for bu private uſe; and then conft- 
dently conſults _ Oracle, and has nothing to do 
but bel Icvc its reſponſes. Nay, that which makes 
the matter yet more ſad! y ridiculous, is that the 
ery Oppoſition to one Liſurpa tion makes them 
deliver themſelves up to another. How many, 
when they have heard a Preacher rail fiercely at 
he Pove, have preſently made him ztherrs, and 
ly ppuling that Zcal an indication of 4 ſafe guide, 
have pivCn him as abſolute a rule of their Conſci- 
ences, as that he exclaim'd againſt ( perhaps En- 
vicd ) cllewhere : And the like inſtances might be 
given among our other diſſenting parties. And 
this has raught ſome Seducers a lucky artifice, 
made them obſerve to what opinions their Proſe- 
mes had the greateſt averſion, and by comply- 
o with their anger ſo {tcal away thcir love, that 
they might afrer Icad them to what they pleas 'd, 
yea, perhaps to that which they ſo much deteff- 
ed: For there want not examples of ſome, who 
have by back ways been brought to thoſe Opini- 
ons, which at fir{t they moſt defhied. What have 
been the attempts or ſucceſs of the Emillarics of 
Kome this way, | ſhall not pronounce, though 
ſome ( not improbably ) ſpeak them great. 


FROM 
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FROM this blind and paſſionate eflcem of ſe of ſe- 


veral Teachers have Howed many pernicious conſe- 
quents, particularly thoſe diſtinct Appellations, 


which form drfferences into Sefts, many of which 
expreſly own thu orzginal, by bearing the names 
of their firſt Autoors, 1 might here put themin 
mind, that they arc illegitimate perſons, whom 
our Law dircts to write with an alias, and as 
them, whether the Ghurch from therr ſuperinduced 
name, has not Cauſe ſo to repute them lut | am 
ſurc 1 may with the utmoſt ſcriouſncls ſay, rhat 
this prattice is to the great wvrhation of Chriſtian 
unity, and reproach ct Chriſtian proteſlion, 
which ſeems to be abandon'd and diſown'd by us, 
who inſtcad of denominating our ſclves trom the 
Author and finiſher of our Faith, find out new P+ 
trons, as it we were aſham'd of our firff Relation, 
Alas, how is the title of Ghrifftian, which was fo 
glorious to the Primitroe owners, that they gladly 
bought the occaſion of boaſting it with Torments 
and Death, become fo deſpicat ble to w,that t every 
the odicurett name is courted to ſupplant it. 
H ave any of our ldol: 2ed readers bought thcir In- 
tereſt in us ſo dear as Chrif has done, why then 
are we rather ambitious to be accounted th cir de- 
pendants than bu ? Tis the Apoſtles own argu- 
ment, 1 Gor. 1.12. when he retutes their taCtious 
entituling themſclves to Paul and Apollo, &c. by 
asking them it Paul were crucificd for them: And 
indecd he there ſay s ſo much upon this P 1nTt,cat 
L need only reter the Reader thither to learn, <&- 
ther the unreaſonableneſs of this Schiſmatical 
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Gr our ſeveral Teachers , or the imevitable conten- 
tons and animoſuties which {pring trom it; only 
kt me obſerve, that every of his Arguments are 
more preſſing upon «s , than on the Gormmthians ; 
thoſc taken trom the unrcaſonablencſs furc arc, 
w how much the names we lo adore arc lefs venc- 
able than thoſe of Paul and GCephas or Apollo, and 
thoſe from the conſequencics are fo allo. For 
thoſe Teachers were induſtrious to prevent, 
whereas ours commonly azc no leſs buſie to pro- 
mite contentions on their bchalt, and ſo we are 
nore alcertain'd never to want them. 
BUT beſides this k1mder prepoſicMon towards 
{ome mens perſons, there is another of a diftercnt 
nature, a ſinsſter one. I mcan prejudice and diſ- 
mi; and thu has done no Icls 86.147 in Ecclclia- 
tical aFairs than the former. Men take up prques 
ind diſpleaſures at others, and then every opinion 
it the diffiked perſon mult partake of his fate, and 
t engaged in the quarrel: Nor will thoſe that arc 
mnemics cver allow one another the honour of be- 
ng in the right : Nay, ſome have been fo per- 
«lly malicious, that they have given up their 
mderſtandings to their ſpleen, to rlaken an Opini- 
on themſelves approved, only that they might 
ind matter of conteſt with one they maligned. A 
memorable inſtance of this Socrates gives in his 
Hiſt. in Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria, 
who having form erly attclted the Orthodox be- 
ict, that God was incorporcal ; yet upon a fud- 
«n indignation againlt Dioſcorus & his brethren, 
#0 maintain d the I cnc - , he cmbraccd the con- 
 b rrary 
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rrary He relic Of the q inthropomoer pt IH r,that 10 un- 
der the Colour of a difterencr in farth , he mickr 


thar 
the morc advantapeoully purtuc his malice: & of 
Eftccts of it were very Tragical, not only t "4s 
| 7/0 lr and Blond-ſhcd. bur to _ 
vate perſons in | umult and Bloud-thed, but tor 
Church by reviving that Error , which was | Ny 
ncat expiring , and might as Socrates aff "" 


have lain in the duſt, had it not been thas aw Tn 
kend. And indeed in Church-ſtory ſcarc w_ 


thing occurs more frequently than exam "—_ 
tholc, who upon Private prudges have cit! 216 
gun or fomented Herefics and Schiſm [ hus . 
Marcion being denicd the Communion oft the Ks F 
man Church, having bctorc by a ſcand alous crime wy 
been cut oft from his own, he reveng d himſclt by "R 


publiſhing his deteftable dofirime ©: In like manr 
eMiletius upon a diſpleaſure at Peter Biſhoy 
Alexandria, firlt ſeparated trom the Ghurch, a nd _ 
after took part with the _Arians: Soallo Ls ; 
incenſc d art Euſchinus for nor approving ot tus FJ 
Electing Paulus to the See of _ Antioch, broke | 
Communion, and gave both riſc and denominati-M... . 
On ro 2 ncv Set. I hc I1Kc is (aid of Apoilinars, 4 | 
that he was Cxcitc d to the broachin! 2 his he : on 


- his Impaticnce « . the Exc mmunication 
*tcd on him and his Fathcr, by Theodotu bi i 
Oh p of Laod . dt ral others n theg ; 
VCN TYOTI {2 purp Our Or TMC K CO , 
thoſc hrit Ag : 
AND certainly the World ſecms not to have 
{15 much improved in meckne(s fincc, as that we od, 
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Hive; and it the Tack WCre not More cnvious 
than hard, many recent inſtances might be given 
Parallel che tormer, cfpecially oft ſuch as ha- 
ng jultly ſmarted wder the ſtroke of Ecclefraſtt- 
ul diſcipline , have ſought to revenge themſclves 
both on z an | the mflifters. bv Factions and Ty- 
zults; ſo making the publick at once cloak the 
hhamy , and bear the charge of their particular 
ancors. But this is a Subject neither pratctul nor 
xeeſlary to b more diſtinctly (p ken to. One 
v2) however in tl he general ſay, that where theſe 

wivatc Animotitics arc any thi ng violent , rhey 
K dazlly beat down all Confideration of publict 
« md. Hiſtorian: 7 witger Themiſtecles, that he 
9 :\s:vs thwarted the Counſels of Ariſiides , not 


Net mart N thou ght it the Intereſt « t tht Gommuor- 
weaitr, but bu own, to keep do wen £1 ; BLOWING ICs 
— Watation of his Competitor : And 1 feat that c 

wy us artifice has becn re » OfE n tranſc xD 1 . ul] 
"Mn Eccloſtaſtich, as in Civil Tranſai + NO de- 
ment is thought ſo f -midable tc 2 malicious 
ll W-ind.zs thc proſperity ot his Adverſaryz and pub- 
yy CL Kupturcs ſhall {F;j1] be allowed to widen, eill 
* Why (wallow up the whole, rather than hc will 


4 , ic with his Antagonill I nc Hiſtory ot the 
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poſe Ht ,cl uſe mhether you Vn T1 loſe bim 0» me, for both 
you cannot have. Some may think the greatelt pro 
pricty of this inſtance lics ro ſhew the inſolexce 
of that Tribe rowards Maj:/iy; but howerer 
tis not impertincnt to the matter in hand all 
and ſhews how light thc greateſt publick concern; 
arc, when malice 15 the counterpoize : And indeed 
the Naturaliſts experiment, that flame will not 
mingle with flame , never juſtifies irfclt better 
than when applicd to minds thus accended, which 
however they may meet in mutual Haſhes, can 
NCVCT wHire and incorpor ate - The ſadneclis Or IT Ih, 
that they ſhould only conſpire tn commons Tits 
tron, and make the Church itfclt a burnt offer: 
m 
THUS fatal have our ſeveral ſorts of prepol- 
ſeſſions been to our Religion, tor as it that wer 
the common Enemy, our moſt diſtant contrary 
Aﬀections, our love and our hate cqually annoy 
it; thoſc brutiſh parts of us our Paſſrons, whic 
like the beaſts under the Law, were never tot 
brought into the Temple , but for ſacrifice , ut 
mow tound there upon a far diftcring account, nd 
to be /lam, but ador'd; like the «A gyptian | 
and O/yri: , cnſhrin'd to reccive our Deretio 
for that the Zeal we pretend clfc where 15 recall) 
paid to them, is alas, too manitclt. 
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ced 0) thoſe foveral cauſcs of our diſtractions 

b__ we may add another, which though in its 

_" orrgmat it may ſeem more mmocent, yet is 
oy 1 its conſequents no Icls pernicious, and that isa 

= hiben Zead , which as it is fire to all about it, 
Ly 


Gicitwmnd to itfclt, tans and irritates its own 
mes , and by a confidence that it does wel, ga- 
thers (till freſh vigour to do more. How great the 
orce of ſuch an Erroncous perſwaſon is, we may 
ct trom our Saviours premonition to his Dil- 
ples, when he tells them , that thoſe who hill d 
lem ould think they did God ſerrice; and it Mur 
ler, and that of Apoſtle too, could by the eMa- 


. + of blind Zcal bc fo transtorm'd, we mult not 
A [ net ro hnd other Grimes [o too. And what 


Wrill thus torctold was atrcr cmind ntly exempli 


| kd in Se. Paul, whom the Holv Writ r« preſents 
« [; 
Wy ode all the Phraſcs that mav denote a virulent 
1 

” War , Af breathing Our [FAOYrcaiinin?t and 
call) S 


whter , making havock of the Church, and in 
own words, Perſecuting that way unto the 
Death, and being exceedingly mad againſt rhem; 
nd all this he did being Zcalous towards God, 
1\P ind out of a per/ſwaſion that he ought ro do many 
"WY ings contrary to the name of Fe/ſur, as we find 
Bb 2 Ts 
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in his 4 ſpology to his countrey-men and King 
Agri i0pe, dths 22.2. & 26.9. 

AN D ofthe abetters of thoſe Novel doCtrines 
which afrer-times produced, we have reaſon to 
think py were of this Sort, eſpecially in thoſ: 
Herclics , ich though they carricd ſecret ve: 


mome in them, had VET A plauſit le appearance ot 


Sandtiry and Devotion ; ſuch was that of the 
Fncratites , which | em 4d roO bc tounded in the 


veneration of two great Vertucs Contmence and! 


Temperance, though dy extending them beyond 
the duc limit , they lolt that WY briety they ro0 
{trictly cmbraccd, cn bucame mordinate in thei: 
CContinence , and exceſſive in their Abſtinence 
SUCH again Were the Euchite or eMefſſalians, wi 
made the whole buſineſs not only of religion but 
even of lifc to contilt n praying ; and thou! oh by 
it they cvacuated all other cnds of both, vet ha 
ving the {cite  P recept , and the pretence of 
IDcvotion on thcir fig , twas a proper bait tor 
thoſe who had much £Zrcal and little Knowledge 
In like manner the Aovatians Herelic had fogl 
rious an inſcription of Purity , as was very apt t | 
attract well meaning Souls; who ſceing it bid 
ſuch Cxpr: is defiance to Apoſt acy , could not 
ſuſpcEt rthit it was itfclt any defeition from the 
faith; and accordingly ſome of that Sect ap 
proved thei: conſtancy in times both of Heat 
and Arian perſecutions. Nor mult we be fo un- 
Charitablc ro the modern ti _ as not to bclicre 
many have acted upon the like Pri f 
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promoted the contrary. But how fincere ſoever 
the purpoſes of ſuch ſeduced Perſons were , yet 
tis evident the Church has ſuftecr'd no leſs by 
toll them, than by the more crafty deſigners : their mzſ- 
ofc WY guided prety has made as great and incurable Rup- 
re-M turcs, as the molt flagrtrous blaſphemes of others. 
of WM And when a rent is once made, it matters little, 
the W whether it were done by error or malice; nay 
the WI perhaps as to the hopes of repairing , the former 
nd W may be the more deſperate : tor whereas he that 
nd Wl knowingly commets an '11, has the Kpbraidings of 
00 WF his own Conſcicnce towards his reducing ; theſe 
cir WF on the other fide have its Gherihrngs and Encou- 


ce: ragements , to confirm and animate them. And 
no WI doubtleſs they are great advantages which Satan 
ut WW hasinall ages made of ſuch Perſons, whom he 
by W {cms to have deluded in rhe ſame manner , that 


-W Medes is faid to have done the daughters of Pe- 

of WF les, whom ſhe perſwaded to hack their aged Fa- 
or WF ther in pieces, in hope that by her eAzerct, he 
c. © ſhould not only recover {fe but youth : 1o theſe 
reg and tear their Mother the Church, out of a 
tO hope no leſs delufive , of reſtoring her preftime 
id WY beauty and vigor; how far the Event parallels it 
IF :lſo, the dying (tate of Chrift:anity does too ſadly 
'* FF tcltifie, 

s NOR has it only been the Heat of Erring 
" Y perſons that has been thus miſchievous, bur ſome- 
times men of right judgments have too. much con- 
CE tributed to the breach of Unity , and the intem- 
perate and imprudent Zeal of theſe hath ferv'd to 
exaſperate the miſtaking em __— of the other 
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this happens ſometimes for want of diſtinguiſh. 
ing between the Eſſentials and Crrcumftantials of 
Religion, and ſo looking upon a miſtake in the 
later with the dereſtation Proper only to the per- 
verting of the former ; by this mcans thoſe who 
have cntircly embraced the ſame farth, have yer 
violated charity and broken communion : ſuch 
ſlight minute differences when managed by cager 
Spirits being cahly blown up into ſolemn and 
laſting CONTenTtions ; (ſo that the Diſputes ras d 
ab ur lomc pt I O1 nail of the | cmplc , have ſome- 
times ſhaken and endanger d the whole Fabrick, 
robbed the Church of that fraternal unity which 
was its faſteſt cement , and ſurcſt lupport. Ot 
this we need no more apt inſtance from Antiquity 
than that which has been already mentioned upen 
another occaſion , 1 mcan Frfors unbrother-like 
Heat towards the Eaſtern Churches in the cor- 
trover{ie about Eafter, which had tomented that 
Diftcrence into a Schiſm, which the mecker Pic 
ty of his Predeceflors thought no zround of un- 
tindneſs, much Icls Ot It Pararn 7, 25 I end&14s more 
at large tells him ; And probably had men in all 
the ſucceeding Apes deliberarcly porz'd the Er 


— 


rors they opposd, and proportion'd their Dit- | 


plcaſure but to the juſt wereht of them, many ot 

I; Pb aaed , : 1d h iS bn ft * | p _" I, : 
CIT a} pures WOUug LAVC UCCN (CA tm d. rn I8 TIICY 
ſhould never have bucome quarrels. Burt man\ 
in this particular have onlv usd the Touch-fonc. 
not the Scules : and of Opinions that are 
roncous, conſider not which arc more or lcls pet 


nicious, but with an equal violence iy atall, as 
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if the Stoical opinion concerning Sins had pre- 
vaild in Errors alſo, and that all were reſolyd to 
be of the ſame {1ze. 

BUT even in thoſe of the higheſt kind it may 
perhaps be doubted, whether #00 eager an oppoſition 
have not ſometimes done hurt, eſpecially in thoſe 
Doctrines which relate to the myſterious parts of 
Religion , whercin a novelty is at firſt lookt upon 
with ſome horror , and many are willing rather 
to condemn in groſs than nicely to examine : Who 
vet when they find this done tor them by Orthe- 

x perſons, they think they may with ſuch a 
vide venture to wade into the queſtion , where 
many times the imſinuations of Error arc fo ſub- 
tile, that all their Antidotes ſecure them not from 
infettion, but they arc themſclves captivated 
where they expected only to irimmph. Neither 
want there thoſe of the / ulp ar that arc of a more 
i/olent temper ; and out of a vanity of making 
themſelves Hmprres between learned men, gree- 
dily read the writings of both Partics, who yet 
arc ablc ro make no ſolid judgment ot cithcr , and 
when "tis remembred how many popular artifices 
there are to byaſle ſuch perſons , we mult con- 
teſs that Truth hath many to one Odds againſt 
her: Beſides, publick arguing oft ſerves not only 
to exaſperate the mimds, but to whet the Its of 
Hereticks , and by ſhewing them the weak parts of 
their DoEtrines , prompts them to rally all their 
Sphiſtry ro fortific them, that what they want of 
truth and reaſon, may be ſupplicd with fallacy and 
ittle colours; and Expericnce ſhews how fitly 
that 
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that kind of Logick is accommodeed to the 
greateſt part of the World. In ſhort, it ſeems 
not improbable , that many Hereſics owe much 
of their growth to the improper mcans of eradi- 
cating them - and havc acquir d A reputation trom 
the fiir that was made about them. Thus &- 
crates tclls us that Alexanders letters about the 
Arian Hereſic ſcrv'd to ſcatter that peſtilent in- 
fection the more abroad, and combin'd men into 
partics, ſo that the whole world became the 
Scene of that long Tragedy, which poſlibly 
might have had a ſhorter and better ſue , had 
not the notice of the Controverlic been fo carly 
diſperlt. 
BUT it'the Attempts of the Pen have often 
roved ſo, unfit, it may be confider'd whether 
thoſe of the ſword are not more ſo, and fighting 
be nor 4 pee expedient than diſputing : and cer: 
tainly w&:have preat reaſon to conclude in the 
affirmative', it we weigh cither the Injultice, or 
Linrcaſonablencſs of it. 1 know there want not 
thoſe who have thought the propagating Reli- 
gion by Arms not only {awful but meritorious, and 
chat in order to thc planting it in a Nation , the 
foil way be mellowed with the bloud of the Inha- 
bitants ; nay the 6/4 cxtirpated , and mew Colo- 
nics planted. But we arc to remember that as 
God is the univerſal Monarchof the World, fo 
We have all the rclation of fellow-ſutjetts to 
him , and can pretend no farther juriſdiction 
over cach othcr, than what he has delegated to 
us : and ſurc 'rwould bg hard to produce any com- 
miſton 
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miſſion from him for the invading a Nation only 
becauſe tis not of our Faith. "Tis ſure, thoſe to 
whom he firſt cntrulted the promulgating of the 
Goſpel had far different mſtruttions, and twere 
fit our new Evangelifts ſhould ſhew their [ater 
authority tor this ſanguinary Method ; in order to 
which though ſome have made uſc of the Opini- 
on of {ome Schoolmen , that dominion #u founded 
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' in Grace , yet as that is but an Opinion, ſo were 
: it admitted as rhe moſt certain Iruth, it could 
never warrant any enterprize of this kind , for 
| ſuppoling that a people by wanting ſpiritual 
/ Bleflings did loſe all their right to temporal, yet 
that Forfeiture muſt devolve only to the Su- 
1 preme Lord, and when as God in another caſe 
r asks, where is the b:ll of divorce? Efay 50.1. fo 
7 we may demand of theſc zcalous Invaders, where 
, is the. bell of aſugnment , by which that right was 
- transferr'd ro-them ? In ſhort , peace is the moſt 
r Y. 12lvable bleſſing ot humane lite, and we cannot 
£ YE" vithour injuſtice deprive man of it, though we 
© could as we pretend, give them truth in licu of 
4 it; Tor maugre the Proverb, that Exchange will 
o W+ (il be robjer) whcrc tho partics arc compelld ro 
* make zur alas, - tis a' vain imagination to 
> oo that Religion-can be thus impos'd : Or 
0 hat we can bind the under? andings and wills of 
b men,” with the: ſame fetters we do their bodies ; 
"0 tis true indeed the Apoſtle tells us ered 
n if bring ping every thought into Capi Hy to the obe- 
FO ence of Chriſt, bathe tells us withal that the 
_ reapors, by which that Victory is atchicved, are 


not 
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not Carnal, 2Gor.10. 4. Indeed did Religion con- 


fiſt only in ſome external conformuties, external 
force might bear ſome proportion to it ( which 
perhaps 1s the cauſe that the one is moſt us'd by 
thoſe whoſe religion is moſt eminent for the 
other) bur tis ſcatcd in thoſe faculties to which 
outward violence can have no acceſs. Alas, 'tis nor 
whole Armics can bcficge my reaſon, nor Cannons 
batter my will, "tis convittion not force, that muſk 
induce Aſlcnt; and ſurc the Logict of a con- 
QUCTING » Sword has no preat Propricty that Wa\ 
$ilence indeed it may, but convince it cannot : Irs 
efhcacy rather lics on the other fide, breeds 
averſion and abhorrence of that Religion, whoſe 
firſt addreſs is in bloud and rapine : nor do ſuch 
attempts gain any thing to the Cauſc but the m- 
famy of thoſe rigors which arc us'd ro promote 
it. And ſure fincc this picce of eMabuneaan 
Zcal has been tranſp llantcd into Gh viftendom , it 
has bern much more miſchicvous than in its na- 
tive ſoil. Chriſtianity having becn infinitely 
more oppreſſed by thoſe that thus fought for it, 
than thoſe that were in Arms agamſt it, Whe 
ther upon this ſcorc the Pope have not done her 
more harm than the Turk. 1 leave to confiderati 
on. 

BUT what is here {aid of the military S _ 
I intend not ſhould be avplicd to the Giri; r | 
treat not here of thoſe legal puniſhments, whi 
eMagiſtrates inflict upon their diſobe Jient Sub 
jets; who indeed may juſtly, nay indeed mult =: 
ceſſarily require Conformity to Ecceleſtafticai Laws 
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as wcll as the Gitit : the Eruptions in the one 
commonly overflowing the other alſo, and Schiſm 
uſually ending in Rebellion; fo that 'tis appa- 
rently their intereſt to ouard themſclves trom 
thoſe riotous effects of pretended zeal, nor is 
it leſs their duty, they being as the Ancients 
expreſs it, Guftodes utriuſque tabule in St. Paul's 
language , the minifters of God, Rom. x3. and in 
Conſt antines dialcCt, 'Erionoro Wegs TH 8-0» Biſhops 
in the whole outward adminiftration of the Church, 
and it Hereſie or Schiſm be a fin, are by their pla- 
ccs obliged to approve themſelves avengers ; to 
execute wrath no leſs there, than in other cir- 
cumſtances: And that they are fins and of no 
ſmall bulk, none can doubt that obſerves Hereſie 
ranked, Gal. 5. with Idolatry, Witchcraft, hatred, 
murders , nad other fins of the Heſh; or Schiſm 
markt out by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, as 2 
kind of petrifying cr1me, which induces that in- 
duration, to which the tcartul cxpectation of 
wrath is conſequent, tor ſo we find, Heb. 10. 26. 
that forſaking the aſſemblies is lookt on as previ- 
ous to Apoſtacy and final deieEtion : And there- 
fore ſure the Magiſtrate can do nothing kinder 
even to the Offenders than by taking their fin 
carly, prevent that fatal growth oft it. But that 
his juſt power thus oſcucd, | may aſſume my 
former aflertion, and conclude , that all other 
Violences are ſo far from advancing Chriltianity, 
that they extremely weaken and diſadvantage it. 

BUT of no ſort is this more eminently true 
than of thoſe popular heats, where the People un- 
dertakes 
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dertakes to chaſtiſc eryor: for beſides that the out- 
rages then committed are very apt to avert men 


even from truths which they ſee ſo barbarouſly 


detended,it often happens that rhe multitude take 
caufleſs alarms, and think their Faith is invaded 
when it is not. A memorable inſtance of this kind 
Euagrius gives in his Ecccl. Hiſtory, where he tells 
us that the Emperor Anaſtaſius having added to 
the Triſag:um this Clauſe, ho was crucified for our 
Salvation, the whole Ciry of Conſt ant mople was in 
an uproar , upon an ignorant jcaloulic that thoſe 
words had ſome Heretical meaning j in which fu- 
ry they happening to light upon a poor filly Monk, 
they immediately kill him as the {wventor of that 
clauſc,and a conſprrer againlt the Trinity : Soun- 
happily abſurd are the Tranſports of wild zeal, 
which wherc it rules, does belides the dirett miſ- 
chiefs of Tumulr and Sedition create others at the 
rebound, which are more permanent, and diſcom- 
poſc and embirter mens ſpirits , and render them 
ſo ambitioully greedy of quarrels tor their Religi- 
on,that they arc not only prepar'd to recerve, but 
to ſeek Encounters : and 'tis too ſure they can ne- 
ver be wanting to perſons of ſuch rempers, fince 
the adverſaries of Truth cannot have more advan 
tage Or Encouragement againſt it , than this un- 
peaceable humour of thoſe that profeſs ir. 

BY theſe ſeveral ways has it come to pals, 


that even that zeal which ſhould be the life of 


Chriſtianity, is become its diſcaſe; and Religion 
like a Hefick body is conſum'd by irs own heats, 
if at leaſt 1 maycall thoſe its own, which de- 
rivc 
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rive not from its proper and native conſtitution; 
but are the accidents of its declining ſtate t for 
how confidently ſoever men pronbunce of them- 
:lvcs, and beligve that whey are then moſt pious, 
when they are moſt eager and wnquiet; yet tis 
ſure this is far removed trom the truc genus and 
temper of religion, which like the God it wor- 
ſhips, makes its approaches not in winds and 
Eerthquakes, but in the tr ſmall voice, 1 Kings 
19. 12. And when 'tis conſider'd,that the greateſt 
part of the Evangelical Law is made up of pre- 
cepts of Meckneſs, Long-ſuftering, and Conde- 
ſcention 35we mult conclude that zeal very prepo- 
ferous,that pretends to obey by w:ol/atmg them; or 
tocltabliſh Religion by undermining the molt cf 
ſential parts of it: and to Perſons under that mi- 
ſtake, we may molt properly apply the reproof gi- 
ven by Chriſt to his Diſciples upon the ſame oc- 
calion, you know not what manner of Spirit you are of. 

LT will therefore become men to look with 
Fealouſie on themſclves in this particular; not 
too conhdently to purſue every facitation which 
carries a ſhew of Picty ; but ſoberly to weigh 
how it agrees with the Rules and Occonomy of 
that Goſpel for which it pretends ſo much con- 
cern; for though the true Ghriftian Zeal can ne- 
ver be too much cheriſhed; yet alas, "tis not 
every warmth we feel about Religion that can 
own that Title; and ſure we do not more often, 
or more fatally miſtake any think than in apply- 
ing that venerable name to things of a far mferior, 
nay ſomctimes of a contrary nature, How often 


apon 
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upon this Error , have men aſcrib'd that to their 
prety which they owed to their complextons , and 
chought twas their religion made them EarneR, 
when twas merely their conſt tut on : Nay, how 
often hasSatan taken this advantage of transform. 
ing himſclt into an Angel of light, and infinus 
ting his illuſions under this diſguiſe. And truly 
they muſt {til} bc liablc ro both theſe deccits, ſo 
long as they place the eſſence of Chriſtian zeal in 
heat and eagerneſs.” Tis truc indecd it has its heats, 
but aCtuatcd in a far different way ; it has flames 
of Love, not of Anger; to melt, not conſume 
our Enemies ; and makes us apter to pour out our 
own bloud a Sacrifice to Truth than that of gain 
ayers. In ſhort, if it be a Fire, 'tis that pure Ele- 
mental which the Peripateticks talk of , which i 
but of a moderate heat ; apt to cheriſh, not devour, 
AND would God mcn would fo tar bclicrc 
this, as to think there may be moder ation X with- 
out the danger of Laodicean luke-warmne(s, and 
upon that ſuppoſition ſufter rthemſclves to cool 
into a treatable Temper, and then 1 ſhould hum- 
bly offer to them theſe tew Conſiderations. 
FIRST thc great and univerſal fullability of 
humane Nature , which renders it not only pol: 
ſible that we may , but certain that every one 0t 
us ſhall erre in ſomething or other ; and this ſure 
is very proper to pc clade lenity tothoſc whom 
we find actually erring. "Tis the Apoſtles argu- 
ment in the caſe of Sin, Gal. 6. x. Brethren, if « 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye mhich are ſpiritudt, 
reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meetneſs, conſideviny 


ry 
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thy ſelf, left thou alſo be tempted. wW here the com- 
mon Peccability of mankind is urged to induce 
Commiſcration & Genrlencſs towards the Often- 
ders ; and if this be of torce m ſin, where the con- 
currence of the will renders the perſon more in- 
excuſable, ir will furcly hold much more in bare 
Error, which being purcly involuntary, ( for no- 
thing is properly Error farther than it is ſo) 'tis 
tobe lookt on rather as the diſeaſe than crime of 
the Perſon : and fince we uſe not to exclaim 
zpain{t men for being ſick, but compaſſionately to 
endeavour their recovery, why ſhould we here uſe 
ſo much a contrary method 2 "Tis truc indeed, "tis 
necellary ſometimes in order to the Cure, and 
ſometimes for preventing the :nfef:on of others, 
todo ſome things uneaſie to the Paticnt;and what 
tends regularly to cither of theſe Ends, may in 
this caſc alſo be Charitably done, by thoſe that 
have Authority : but that differs as far from our 
uſual ſeverities, as the lancings of a Phyſician 
do from the wounds of an Adverſary; or publick 
Diſcipline from private Spleen. So that nutwith- 
ſanging this, we may reſume our concluſion & in- 
ter from the Errableneſs of our Nature, the reaſon- 
ableneſs of compaſſion to the ſeduced. And as it thus 
prompts us to look gently upon others, ſo alſorg 
reflect mpartially Upon Our ſclve ». 2 and conſider 
how poſſible it is, that cven while(t we condemn 
dthers, we may indeed be in the wrong ; and then 
all the InveCtives we make at their ſupps oſed Er- 
tors, fall back with a rebounded force upon our 
own real ones. If this poſſibility were but adverted 
Cc to, 
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to, it would make us leſs pohitive and Dopgmartica] 
in our opinions, and ſo conſequently take away 
one main ground of contention 4 for though we 
often quarrel about matters, which arc indeed but 
conjetlural, yet not till we cltcem them otherwiſe; 
and when we conſider kow many men have vehe- 
mently belicved apparent falſboods, it may well 
allay our confidences in all thoſe caſes, where we 
have not ſome firmey ground than our own ( or in- 
deed any humanc ) judgment to build on it. 

AS tor thoſe who have the ſureſt grounds of 
Perſwaſion, and by thcir ſccufity of being them- 
ſclves in the Truth,have the more reaſon to be car- 
nelt in propagating it to others : let them in the 
ſecond place conſider how neceſlary 'tis tochuſe 
appropriate means to that good cnd,without which 
they do but undermine themſelves, and detcat 
their own aims. Indeed Prudence is not only a 
Moral, but Chrifian Vertuc ; and ſuch as is necel- 
ſary to the conſtituting of all others: without it 
Devotion degeneratcs into Superſtition, Libers- 
lity into Protufencſs, and this of Zeal becomes 
only a Piouskind of Phrenſic. And of Perſansfo 
pollceſt, God may ſay as Achiſh did of Dawnd, 1 
Sam. 25.15. have | need of mad men ? No ſure, the 
defence of Truth is to0 noble a cauſe to be lo mana- 
ged ; its Champions arc not like mcn in a tray to 
make every thing a weapon that they can firlt 
ſnatch up,and lay on as chance or fury guides, but 
are deliberatcly ro conſult the propereſt expedi- 
ents, uſc not only force but Stratagem againſt the 
Encmy,& yet withal to take carc that while they 


oppoſe 
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oppoſe one, another gain not advantage: For alas, 
tis indifferent to our grand 4dverſary,by which of 
his temptations we fall and if by ſubverting the 
faith of ſome, he ſhipwrack the charity of others, 
he has his end, and triumphs at once both over 
the fpeculatrve and praftick part of our Religion. 

AND this may induce a farther conſideration, 
& prompt us to examine what degree of guilt lies 
o thoſe who cither out of a blind, or raſh zeal 
have given him this advantage. And here though I 
cannot donbt, but God makes great allowances to 
the Miſcarriages of fincere mtentions, yet perhaps 
we have carv'd more liberally to our ſelves than - 
&ligns us, and preſume our Sccurity greater than 
ntruth it is. For how innocent ſoever a good pur- 
poſe may make our Error, yet 'tis a priviledge be- 
yond all poſſibility of grant,that our fins ſhould be 
alſo; therefore it our Miſperſwaſions beget 
vicked practice, we may be accountable for the 
wm, though not for the other. We find indeed 
S. Paul allcdpes his tgnorance, as the Cauſe of his * 
inding mercy,for his perſccuting the Church, but 
marctoremember what that mercy he there re- 
ers to is;not that of ab/olution, but converſion : and 
tad he reſiſted the later, though with never ſo full 
1 perſwafion of his doing well in it, I much 
toubr whether his good meaning would have 
ſecur'd him the former; So that all the encou- 
ryement, that Example can afford is, that God 
may probably do more for the reducing an 
Ting than a malicious Perſecutor : And when 
tis confidered that all rhe odds that Chriſt 
takes between him that docs ill knowingly and 
Cc 2 '  n1gnorant- 
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renorantly, is in the number of Stripes: we muſt 
reli l've our mill akes arc no ſuch Amulets as fora!. 
ly to ſecure us. And then whether our guilts ſhall 
not {well in proportion to the 1/5 we do, iS a que- 
{tion that ſurc can never be refolved in the neg2- 
tive: for ita g 00 { intention Cannot alter the neture 
of Sin, furcircan as little change their depree, 
or make that of rwo Perſons cqually miſtaken, 
the Murder of the one, ſhall not be a greater 
Crime than an mtemperate ſpeech oft the other, 
And upon this mcaſure the accounts of erring 


zcal arc like to riſc very high with many; unleſs 


we can think Rcbcllion and Bloudſhed, Sacr; 
Ic dgc and Schiſm, with all that train of zcalon 
Enormitics to be light and trivial. 


NOR will it at all legitimate theſe,or any ether 


Crimes, though they ſhould happen to becom 
mirrtcd in the defence of Truth : Ot this St. Peter | 
a ready inſtance, who when to guard Him, wh 
was Truth irſclt, he had vroluted the Authorit) 
of the Magiſtrate in wounding an Officer ; Chil 
reprchends his raſhneſs, and inſtead of applau 
ing his zeal, upbraids his abſurdity, that cou: 
think his mcan aids confiderable tro him, wit 
could command Legions of _Angels to his relcuc 
And ſure he is not ſo much more impotent 1n by 
glory, than he was in his exinanition, as nowt 
need our Sims to ſecure any of his concerns ; at 
if St. Peter were thus check 'd tor ufimg that Swor 
which hc was a littlc betorc warn'd to buy, it mul 
ſure ſet an ill Character upon thoſe rumaitss 
refermations, which have ſo much cmployedth 


. # 
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zeal of later ages, to which there can never want 
1 concurrence of ſeveral great fins, the guilt 
whereof will ſcarce be wiped oft, by their defign'd 
ſubſervrency ro Truth ; what Deg grec ot extenua- 
tou it may afford, is hard ro pronounce, fince we 
have no rule to meaſure it by. But whatſoever it 
«. Wcarc to remember, that it can be long only 
to ſuch a Zeal as is purely religious,that mixes not 
with our Paſſrons or Intereſts ; and therefore be- 
fre men be too forward to appropriate any Indul- 
gence of that kind, twill be neceffary ro Exa- 
wz, Whether no hinifter Adherent have vitiared 
that integrity of their purpoſe, towhich alone it 


_—_ 


can ( even by their own award and ſentence) ap- 
pertaln. 

| HAVE inſiſted the more on ths, becauſe 
nany arc apt to aſcribe foo unlimitedly to thy 


Force of a good meaning, to think that is ablc to 
hear the ſtreſs of wharſocver Commiſſtons _ 
hall lay on it ; and by thus preſuming on the 

Antidote, venture bo! dly on the de left ph 1 
To ſuch the toregoing conſiderations m ay be-uſc- 
ul; and by robbing them of that 1magimary Secu- 
ity,help them to a real one, by making their good 
* 2. the DircCtor of good atfrons, not the A- 
logy for bad. This would make Religion look 
nr da to itſclt, which now groans under the 
reproach of all choſe IIs, that arc acted under its 
Patronage; and ſure to reſcue her from ſuch a 
zandal,is but a very moderate picce of compaſſion : 
Yet would God ſhe might obtain it even from 
theſe who profeſs them(iclves her greateſt Votaries: 
Cc 1 Bur 
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But alas, 'tis one ſad circumſtance of her ruin, 
that ſhe ows it to ſuch; that thoſe Weapons 
which ſhould defend her, thus record into her Bo- 
wels, and zeal ſhould do her more miſchicf than 
prophaneneſs; tor while ſhe is but ſcoftcd at by 
that,ſhe is wounded by ths : nor arc thoſe wound; 
ever like to cloſe, till our Zeal grow more balſ«- 
mick, partake of thoſe heading quatities of Love and 


Meckneſs, the Want whereot has rendred it fo | 


unhappily inſtrumental to our Diſtractions. 


CHAP. XVII. 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes 


Idleneg <. 


« $:xthbly, 


LI T as thu over-athive humour has done 


abundant Miſchict to the Church, fo is it 1 
obſervable, that the direft contrary has | 
done as much ; nay, which is yet ſtranger,the one | 


is frequently the product of the other, and out 


£00 buſie 2e4l ſprings trom our too great Idlenef. | 


How much ſocvcr this may ſound like Parader, 
yer both reaſon and experience atteſt the Truth of 
it; forwe are to conſider that God has put an 
«Frve principle into man, which 'tis impoſiible fo 
to ſuppreſs,as that there ſhall be a total ceffation 
trom motion : And therefore every intcrmitring of 
ſober,regular aCtings, makes way for wild Extis 
yagant ones ; for as nature is ſaid ſo vehemently 
to abhor yacuity, that the very inanimatc _ 
wou 
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vol priake thcir ſpecifick motions to prevent 

: So when the mend is Empty, when it has no 
onthe ws and profitable feculation to Entertain it, 
every the moſt improper and preternatural Objet# 
ofters itſelf, and importunately crouds in to fill 
the racuum. This ſeems to have been well under- 
thood, Rouge 1 applicd by Pharach, when he 

Rong the Iſraelites propoſal of Travelling into 

he VV ilderneſs to their Devotions, was the Et- 
{ect of their too great Icifure at home ; and therc- 
fore encreaſes their tasks as the propereſt way of 
diverting their deſign: And in like manner we find 
thoſc that treat of Polrrichs,infhift upon the nece(- 
liry of keeping the People buſie, in order to which 
it is, that they mention the uſe of hy nv r 
and other conte mplative SCICNCES, to cntcrtai!: 
the are ſpirits of a Nation, in demonſtrating of 
Problemes, ſolving Phenomenas, and drawing 
Schemes and Diagrams, who clſc would be praCti- 
ling upon the Government, making new Ideas and 
Plattorms tor the Common-wealth : And doubtleſs 
there is parity of reaſon in the Ecclchialtick 
State, which would have been at more peace, had 
ſome men found themſelves other diverſions. 

AND this is confirm'd to us by experiment 
and obſervation of Event : tor it we look into the 
Primitive times, we ſhall find that when there 
was a neceſſiry of detending the common faith 
apainlt Heathemrſm, when Chriſtians were em- 
ployed in writing apologies and vindications there 
Were much tewer of thele wnteftine d:; bates (at leaſt 
ſuch as were Metaphy/ical and purcly Notional \ 

Cc4 they 
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they had their hands tull of the forergn Enemy,and 
had the Icls TCmprartio n To Jang lc among them- 
ſelves. Soalſo when they were under the greateſt 
ſtorms of perſecution, when the Church was moſt 
violently aftaulrcd from without, it had the grear- 
c{t Calm within. Thev were then inccllantly em 
ploycd, and bulica their Thoughts in preparing 
tor the hery trial. Thoſe cl udy days made then 
keep cloſe at hc me waiting tor the Bridcgrooms 


coming, and ſuftcr'd them not to wander abroad 


for thoſc unprohtable C ariohtics, which though 
like Os they might nouriſh flame, yet would ne- 
ver turniſh their Lamps, or gain them admiſſion 
ro the wedding, but in the intervals, and cſpeci- 
ally after the rotal ceſlartion oft their calamity, 
when their Peace had raken them oft their Vigs- 
lance, thi n whalc the y llc PT, the E.nvious man 
had advanta 2Cto | ( w his Tac es. Ke {t made them 
idle, Lilenel, madc them CHY 10MS 1 and CG Writ lity 
conten!rors ; and thole who under rhe T yranny ot 
a Nero 01 Domitian WCICW pcrtcct hat MONny un 


der the ecntle pious regiment of a Conſtantine, 


7 
we 
grew to' the greatclt diſcord, and perhaps ( be- 


114es the Divinc and — ſupports the 
Church had in her greateſt oonflifs ) this may de 
one of the beſt natural accounts, how ſhe came to 
Hourith moſt under her heavieſt preſſures. 
BLU T1 our obſcrvation cnds not here, tor be: 
ſides this extraordinary importunity of thoughts, 
which perſccuting times occaſion 'd, Chriſtianity 
is in its frame and conſtitution an efrve State, 


has its anding bulincle, and belides all accidents) 


2 
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4 Scrics ot determinate ,con(t ant employmemts,lufh- 


cient to entertain mens minds : from which we 
may infer, that when this is throughly adverted 
to, there will be few chaſms of Time to be filled 
with forer:gn mnper finencics. And this g1VCS a clcar 
account how our diviſions have come ro grow up- 
ON uS, namcly, by the Neplc Ct Ot! prac "tick duties, 
for as every age degenerated more from Premetive 
piety,l0 they advanced farther in nice enquiries and 
ne Opinions ; and as the zcal of prattice grew cool, 
ſo that of diſpute gathered heart and vigor. So that 
if we confider how tar our good works tall ſhort of 
the firſt Chriſtians, we need not wonder to [ce our 
controverſtes lo tar exceed them; that Time which 
was gain d trom the one, being employed in ham- 
mcring and forging the other. I do not forget that 
| have before ranked this diverſion of Chriſtian 
Practice among the effefts of our Contentions, 
and toreſce it may be thought very inartihcial 
here, to make it the cauſe allo : Wal alas, its con- 
cern in them is ſo extras agantly preat, as to have 
at once the relation of Chi! d and Parent, to be 
both Root and Branch,F ountain and Strcam, and 
like a circle unites in 1t/clf Beginning and End: 
For as it firſt gave b4xth to our quarrels,fo it final- 
ly reccives encreaſe from them. In ſhort, our ofci- 
tant [22 prety gave vacancy tor them, & they will 
now lend none back again for more a#trve duty. 


And as this neglect of our general calling of Chri- 


[tianity has been thus pernicious, fo have the 1 
effefts thereot been improved by the like ill atten- 
dancc on our particular ones. 


' We find St. Paul 
takes 
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takes notice,that the younger widow, who deſert. 

ed their own F cleſiaſts al Ofhce, + KICW bu te-bodier 
in the Secular aftairs of others ; and ſure we may 
with truth invert the note, and obſcrve that thoſe, 
who cither deſert or neglect their Secular Cal 
lings, are the moſt pernicioully medling in Eccle. 
fialtick matters. Did men conſcientiouſly c _ 
themſelves in their honeft occupations, their Mind 
would be ſufhciently diverted, and it would not 
become the work of Artificers to make new 
Schemes of DoCtrines or diſcipline; Divinity 


and Anvil, nor Pre _ be rakecn in as an caher 
ſupplementary Trade, by thoſe that diſliked the 

aims of their own. Bat all this alas, we have ſeen 
to the equal ſhame and detriment of Piety. Me 
chamcks of all forts have preſum'd to teach what 
themſelves never learnt;and thoſe that ſerv 'd long 
Apprentiſhips to other Cratts,have become Divine 
in a moment,and with the ſame emulous induſtry 
wherewith they us d to invent new faſhrons, have 
made new Religions. And as Idlencſs has thus 
made ſome Preachers,{o it has made more hearers, 
thoſe who cither by the eaſmeſsoft their Callings, 
or their ſlight managery ot,them, have had the 
molt vacant trme, have been the aptelſt to run at- 
ter new Teachers : Hence it is that Towns and Ui 
tics have been the great nurſeries of Fattion,the let 
ſure of Shop-men making them more 1mqueſutive 
afrer,and receptive of Noveltics. And were that 

ver-erown zeal of Sermons, which has now de- 


your'd all other parts of Religion, among that 
ſort 


Chap.18. 


would not then paſs the Tard and Loom,the Forge 
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ſort of men throughly {canned, we ſhould hind 
Idicncſs gocs very far in its compoſition j; for be- 
fides that Hearing is the molt /azy of all religious 
Offices, as appears by the undifturb'd ſleeps men 
can take at Scrmons ; it is maniteſt this infatiatc 
appetite ot it, is originally founded cither in rhe 
not haveme buſineſs, or not attending toit. For 
ſhould I ask ſuch men,whether it necefllity had cn- 
forc'd 8. Pauls rule upon them,that withour their 
labour they ſhould nor eat, they would have ſpent 
their whole week at Leflures,and truſted ro be ted 
by the Ear. I belicve tew could pretend to have 
begun with ſo exorbitant a zeal,though the trurl1 
is in the ifluc it ſometimes arrives to it; and mcn 
that have uching ears toro ger the reſt of the body. 
whilcſt ro gratific them, they rotally neglect all 
care of their Secular concerns, and bring Them- 
ſclves and Familics to want and beggary. 

NOR is it only this one rant of Perſons whom 
ldleneſs has betrayed to faction, Servants we 
have frequently ſeen under the LMESOGUCTMERt, 
while cither having but {:ttle work, or but [1 
dilsgence in it, they have tound time to liſten atrer 
revel doftrines, with which being once tainted, 
they impatiently thirſt atrer more, and neglec 
ing the duties of their place, ſpend their tn: 
which by compact is their Maſters (and can with 
no more juſtice be purloin'd from him than his 
goods) in following faHrous Teachers, who ir 
{truct them ſo in their Chriſtian Uiberty, that 
they bring them to detie all ſubjeftion : And by 
telling them they are to call no man Maſte fry on 

4.81 
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Earth, that they are to own no King nor Prieſt 
bur Ghrift ; teach them to contemn all Authority, 
Domeſtick, Gruil, or Eccleſiaſtick. : 
Ll F we look tarther into families, we ſhall find 
alſo that many of our She-zcalots become ſo upon 
the very ſame ground, when Women negle&t that 
which St. Paul aſſigns them as their proper Buſi- 
neſs, the guiding of the houſe, their Zical is at once 
the produtt and excuſe of their Idlencſs; and in 
ſpight of the i{/ Gharatter the Wiſe-man has ſet 
on her, whoſe feet abide not in ber houſe, Prov.7.xs. 
it becomes the mark of a Saint,when a Lecture or 
Conventicle is taken in the way : And though 
theſe teminine Irregularitics may ſeem to be of no 
great concern to the publick, yet experience con- 
vinces the contrary ; it having been the unhappy 
priviledge of that Sex ( as ancient as their Mother 
Eve) to be able to do great and important mu/- 
chiefs; and doubtleſs many men may give the ſame 
account of thcir Schiſm and Scdition, that Adam 
did of his firſt fin, The woman that thou gaveſt me, 
&c. This has always been well underſtood by Se- 
ducers, who have found it the moſt compendious 
way to their deligns, to lead captive filly women, 
and make them the Duck-coys to their whole Fa- 
mily : But even thoſe who have milt of this influ- 
ence over the minds of their Husbands, have yet 
had it over thcir Purſes, and out of them ſupport- 
ed the Kabbres of the Faction; who in gratitude 
to thoſe wiſe Abigails give their Husbands the 
title, and perhaps wiſh them the fate of Nah. 
And God knows, how many men have thus __ 
mace 
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made contributers to the cauſe they have moſt de- 
teſted, maintain'd that fire which thoſlcmcendiaries 
have kindled in the Holy place; Money being no 
Ic(s the ſmews of Eccclehiattical than Secular Fr. 
THUS we fcc how the Idlenefs even of the 
moſt inconſiderable perſons has at the rebound 
been extremely pernicious to the Church, which 
like a Clock or Watch may be diforder'd by the ruff 
of the leaſt Pin ; how much more then, by that 
of the main wheels and ſprings ? If Negligence in 
lay-callings have though but an oblique, yet ſo in- 
auſpicious an Influence, the like NegleEt in Ec- 
cleſtaftick mult needs have a worle, becauſe more 
immediate and direct. And would ro God we 
could ſay this had been wanting to the compleat- 
ing the miſchict : Burt alas, many of thoſe who are 
called to labour in the Lords Vineyard, ſeem to 
have forgot their Errand, and ſtand there all the 
day Idle ( a much worſe fight than to have ſeen 
them ſo only in the Market-place ; ) fo that I fear 
there is too evident ground of ſaying, that the 
ſlight execution of the Paſtoral Office, has been 
one of the moſt eminent Contributers to our di- 
ſtractions. And among «ll the parts of thatCharge, 
none has been more generally, or more pernici- 
ouſly negleEted than that of Gatechizing;the want 
whereot has lctc People fo unbottom'd, that like 
a houſe built on the ſand,cvery Wind of Do&trine 
blows down that Faith which they only proteſt, 
but under{tood not. This is that which has made 
ſo many unſtable Souls, as St. Peter obſerves, 
2 Pet. 2. 14. to be the proper prey of RE_ 
An 
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And God knows, we may trom fad experiment 
confirm the note. I wiſh the ſame negligence do 
not again evidence itſclt by the ſame effetts : But 
belides this,which is part of the Publick Miniſtry, 
, and deſervedly is ſo, being ufctul ro the whole 
Church, the aged as well as children ) there arc 
privete Intercourſes between Paſtor and Prople 
which arc of great ſe, would God they were of 
egual profiice : We know a careful Sh ephe rd dove 
not only turn bis flect into a cemmen Paſture, and 
then think he has done his work, but docs with x 
particular advertence obſerve the thriving of coves 
ry one of them, rakes notice of their ſingle ra 
1mgs and diſeaſes, and accordingly applics himſelf 
ro reduce or cure them,and ſurely the like care is 
tull as neceflary in the fprretuel Shepherd ; 'tis not 
the cownſel which is promilcuouſly diſpenced ina 
Sermon ( and whercut tis odds cvery man takes 
that which is leaſt proper for him)thart will do rhe 
the buſmeſs: Converts come not in now as in St. 
Peters days, in throngs and ſhoals,a more diſtinct 
and particularapplication is now necefſlary ; men 
malt bc treated with apart,their particular wants 
diſccrn'd, and appli: :41rons accordingly made of 
mſiruttions, reproof or comfort, and 'tis theſe ap- 
propriate Medrcrnes, that arc like ro make ſound 
flocks, Had Miniſters generally beſtowed more 
pains this way, they might probably have truftr+- 
red the attempts of Scducers, who could not fo 
calily have infiruarcd chemſclves into the people, 
had they found them thus prepoſicit : but w bile 
cheſe with all the arts of a ſubtile mdufry infuſe 
their 
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their poiſons into every one they meer, nothing 
but the like drlzgence in adminiſtring Antidotes, 
is like ro countermine them. How much of that 
has been us'd I ſhall leave to the Conſciences of 
concern'd perſons to determine. But befides the 
il influence the Paſtors negligence has on the 
People, it has in reſpect of themiclves an imme- 
diate propricty to the advancing our debates, the 
leiſure which is thus acquir'd, being apt to betray 
heculative perſons, to the ſtudy of thoſe curions 
queſtions, which are the great drffturbers of our 
Peace ; and of thoſe that ſtudy them ſo few keep 
themſclves in neutrality, that partics are {till fo- 
mented by it : whereas were the prattical bufmeſS 
of their Charge throughly attended, the remain- 
der of time would not be more than the fudy of the 
more ſolid, uſctul parts of Divinity would exact, 
and conſequently there would no ſurplus be lefr 
for thoſe dangerous rmpertinencies, which as the 
Apoltle ſays, ſerve to no profit, but to the ſubvert- 
ing of the bearers, 2 Tim. 2.14 But when our 
Watchmen ſleep, 'tis no marvel if they dream 
too, and entertain themſelves and others with 
thoſe Phantaftick notions, which the great day will 
manitcſ{t to have had nothing of werght and realriy, 
belides the Miſchicts they wrought. 

AND indecd it we ſcan the volumes of thoſe 
nin Speculations, we ſhall have cauſc to con- 
clude that Idlencſs has created as well as fomented 
them; and they had as well wanted Authors as 
abettors, had men found themſclves more uſc- 
tul bufincſs : and that not only the cxtempo- 
rary 
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rary Ghimera's of Phanaticks, but the more clabo. 


rate nicetires of the Schools, have been thus derived: 
we know ir pollcſics no place, where it firſt finds 
not a vacuity,nor could thoſe lighter notrons, haye 
filled mens braims,had they tound them prepofleft 
with what was more ſolid : but when mcn wanted 
more ſubſtantial work tor their Underſtandings, 
they were fain to employ them thus in making 
Gob-webs,ot which they have made a worſe ſort of 
Fewiſþ veil in the Sanctuary, and have now invol- 
ved the Goſpel in greater Obſcuritics, than the 
Law was bctorc : whence our Bezalcels and 4hs. 
liabs have been inſpir'd tor this work 1 ſhallnor 
determine ; but ſure not from him whoſe Chara- 
Cer S. John gives us ( in peculiar reference to 
Goſpel-revelation ) that he « lebt, and im him 
no darkneſs at all, 1 Joh. 1. 5. 

TH US we ſec even Idleneſs wants not its ope- 
ration; but is productive of great and miſchicvous 
effetis ; it being the unhappy preperty of that 
Vice, that it ſupplants itſelf, and by a fatal Ants. 
periftaſis makes men pernicioully aftrve: ſo that 
we may truly fay ſloth has made more Buſineſs 
than «nduſiry. I am ſurc in this inſtance it has cut 
out work for many ages, though of ſuch a kind, 
that we have little 1caſon-to wiſh that our Led 
at his coming ſhould find us ſo doing : yet tor 
ought now appears, our 4&1Tity is ſo wholly bent 
that way, that tis like to be the only, at leaſt 
the moſt intenſe buſine(s we ſhall be tound art. 

I MIGHT here take a very apt occaſionto 


declaim againſt Idlencſs, as the unhappy foun 
tain 
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tain of ſo great miſchicts , but that is a vice that 
has been ſo often arraten'd, that I need not repeat 
J; thoſe charges which all Authors, Natural, Moral 
and Divinc have laid againſt it.Ler but this of its 
& If bcing the Original of fatto» be added, and there 
4 Y can be nothing wanting to render it a molt dange- 
rows cr4me : yea, and a molt monſtrous one too, that 


s, 

"0 operates thus preternaturally , that freezes and 
of WY yet 1nflames men at once, fuprifies and enrages : 
\l. And yet alas, there is as much riddlc in its fate as 


he I its nature ; Tis hated,and yet embraced ; generally 
decried, and yet as generally cheriſhed : and 


or © though it have no advocates, has many friends. 
... & Would God men would at laſt be aſhamed to be 
eo © vhat they arc aſham'd to ewn, and by a diligent 
; « © :ttendance on their proper buſineſs, ſecure them- 


ſelves firſt from doing nothing, and then from do- 

pe- ng i/f; the one being focloſe an Attendant on 
mas {tie other, that 'tis ſcarce poſſible to ſever them. 
hae {And God knows theChurch tinds too fad proof of 
at. Wihcir conneEtion. Idleneſs having ſervd as Aſhes 
hat to keep alive that fire which has ſer her in cons 
eſs M#fion. Thus unhappily paſſe is ſhe in our 
cut liforders , and acceſſary to all our Guilrs and Pu- 
ind, Miiſhments : All our peccant humors concur to her 
ord M#esſe, and like a common mart the receives ar- 
for ws from all Quarters, we have ſeen how many 

vent (ontributers there are to her rum,cvcry one where- 
eaſt { with a wanton cruclty (like Ge/ar's murderers) 
ae ambitious to inflict new wounds, and to give 

n to {cr Supernumerary deaths; and whileſt ſhe is thus 
un- (ircounded with Aſſaſſines , what can we  - 
uct 
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( 
but that her preſent languiſhings ſhould End in . 
death; that Chriſtian Religion now crumbled | 
into ſo many minute frattions, ſhould like duſt be Wl © 
ſcatter'd, and irrecoverably diſſipated ; and thus Mt ® 
infallibly it muſt be, it cither God do not miracu- Ml © 
louſly countcrmine us, and do more for us than 
we can do againſt our ſclves, or we recover {o | 
much ſobricty , as to forbcar to Maſſacre what 
we pretend to Love, and endeavour tobind y 4 
thoſe wounds, at which our own Souls arc like ty I ? 
Expire. «1 
F X 
—— ; 
ro 
CHAF. XIX 4 
The Goncluſion drawn from all the Premiſſes. . 
E have hitherto examin'd the ef- 9 
fetts and originals of our conten- A 
, ot 


tions, and now the only rt 
maining Enquiry is concerning the ways of re- i 
dreſs. And that will exact no long diſquifition: MW |. 
for as in diſeaſes 'tis ſaid, the knowing the cauſe T- 
is one halt of the cure; ſo more eſpecially is it C 
here, where the remedies are merely prive- 
tive, and we arc not to be healed by extern 
applications, but only by ſubſiratiing thoſe Hu 
mors which feed the Malady : There will there = 
fore need no other preſcription than to adviſe 
the exterminating of all thoſe Paſſions and Inte- 
reſts which have appcar'd acceflary to our quar-W c 
rels, which though they are become the publick I, 


Eprac 
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4 Epidemict diſeaſe, yet as the mfettton did,lo muſt 
O the cure ariſe from fingle perſons: foras we look 

not a common Peſiilence ſhould ceaſe without due 
"> I care and manage both oft the fjck and found : fo 
- ncither can this Ghurch-plague cver abate, bur by 


fo the CUIC,0r fortifying It's mdividual members, 
LET every man theretore who has any way 
made himſclt a Party to theſe conteſts, ſeriout- 
*P ly interrogate his own heart; what it is that has 
ngag'd Him in them : if any of the ſiniſter motives 
dctore rehearſt, let him for a while ſhift the 
— © See, and inſtead of accuſing others as Oppolites 
toTruth, condemn himſelf as Enemy to Praga: 
remembring that howjuſt or important ſocver the 
euuſe be, it 1s not ſo to him ; whilelſt he ſerves his 
humors and deſigns under its covert. The Ph:- 
W hſophers in their darker notions of Truth could 
ret diſcern, that ſhe was not acceſiible to any who 


Len» 
ſought her not purely for her ſelf, with (Incere 

re- 
I 4 fingle Intentions, and it ſhe entertain no Pu- 


MW {if that arc nor ſoqualiticd , is it fir ſhe ſhould 
ab have Guardians and Champions of a quire di iſtanr 

Temper ? No, he that undertakes the detence of 
” a Weculative Verity, mult firſt on cis himſelf of 
agl at pratiick Truth the Plalmilt ſpeaks of, F/.5t. 
Hu- That 1n the inward parts, ſuch a hmplicity and 

integ 4 hoſt 
ore. © icgrity of Purpoſe, as may ſupplant all thoſe 
Iviſe indirect Aims, , purge out cvery prejudice and paſ- 
"ny which may byaſs, and pe rvert him; and by 


1$ 1f 


ntc- 
uar- that time he has done this , "tis odds but he will 
yu ind a new face of aff arrs, and diſcern that many ot 


TJ thoſe things he ſo fiercely c: ntended abour, were 
, LD . p4 ctithcr 


A Een eo mame.... 


408 The Goncluſion drawn Chap. 19. 


either falſe or trivial ; acquir'd their conſiderable. 
neſs only from thoſe magnifying perſpeHtives of his 
own Luſts, through which he viewcd them. How: 
ever till he have thus denudated himſclt of all 
theſe encumbrances, he is utterly unqualificd for 
theſe Jgones ; and how lawfully ſoever others may 
ſtrive, tis ſure he cannot, that docs it upon ſo un- 
lawful grounds, and therefore upon pain of loſing 
much more than a corruptible crown muſtwithdray 
himſelf. As tor thoſe who can yet acquit them- 
ſelves from having fomented our Diſtractions, 1 
ſhall not forbid them to look with great compla- 
cency upon it, but rather by conſidering how va- 
luable a prece of Innocency it is, engage and encou- 
rage themſclves to preſerve it ; and to that pur- 
poſe, jealouſly to examine the firſt overtures of a 
Temptation. When they find any proneneſs to 
immerſc in Faction , any unwontcd heat towards 
a Diſlenter,to trace it to its fountain and original; 
nicely to obſerve whether it iſluc not from ſome 
of thoſe envenom'd ſprings forementioned , and 
make as much haſt to ſtop its current, as they 
would to impede the moſt overnwhelming inundats- 
om; for ſuch twill infallibly prove ro thoſe who 
mdulgeto irs courſe. But as a Turf will atfritY * 
cloſe the breach, which neglected becomes the 


let of a mighty Torrent : ſo had this early vigilanceY ©* 
been usd, it might with caſc have prevented} © 
thoſe Diſtempers,in private Breaſts, from whence ** 
the genera} Confuſion has ſprung. As it 15, "n 
might but theſe two things be obtain'd, would ws 


but the Guilty purge , and the Innocent 04278 


enem 
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themſelyes, we might yet hope to ſee an end of 


our Diſcords : not that 1 ſuppoſe it poſſible to 


extinguiſh al diverſity of Opinions among men, 


who from their differing faculties, and other guilt- 
leſs occurrents, may and will have their judgements 
ſcverally diſpos'd. Burt firſt, were a#, who have 
upon the former culpable motives enter'd the 
liſts,excluded, we ſhould find They would amount 
to ſuch a number, that there would be few left to 
maintain the Combat. Nay, ſecondly,were it not 
for thoſe conceal'd inducements, there would ſcarce 
be any Combat to maintain , thoſe are the things 
that convey the #ing and malignity into our Dit- 
ferences, without thoſe we might diflent, but 
not fall out ; and ſhould no more be angry to ſee 
another opine contrary to us , than we arc to ſee 
him of a different Fature,or complexton. In fine, let 
us pretend what we will, 'tis the Carnality with- 
in, that raiſcs all the Combulſtions without : This 
is the great wheel to which the Clock ows its mo- 
tion, while the pretext of Truth and Picty is but 
like the hand, ſet indeed more conſpicuouſly , but 
dircted wholly by the ſecret mowings of the other, 
This, ths alone is it which creates and conti- 
nues our broils, and by a monſtrous conjunEtion 
of Properties, is itſelf both flame and fuel : Nor 
can we doubt that from hence ſpring thoſe rail- 
ing accuſations, we bring one againſt another, if 
we remember what S. Fude tells us,that the _Anget 
brought them not cven againſt the Dewi! himſclt, 
he could calmly manage a d:/pute with the mot 
execrable and provoking adverſary, becauſe his 
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Angelick nature had none of that carnal levenwhich 
ferments ro the ſouring of ours, an evident indi. 
cation what it is that has rendred our arguings {6 
invective, that : drvmt) {cems now an Artifce to 
clude aw by daily patronizing thoſe Libels,which 
WOul Id C1 Ic be 0)! DNOX1LOUS TO C77 i Tuſtice, 

BUT Iprcſume there need no more be ſaid to 
Cvincc this, which has, 1 fcar, the attcitation of 
roo many conſ{cicnces , to be generally do ubted ; 
the greater d ficulty will be, to perſwade the de- 
politing ot thoſe luſts,which thoug) 1 they are con- 
teltly the Boutefieus among us, have yet by I know 
not what Faſcination fo endcar d themiclves, that 
wc tcnaciouſly retam them in ſpight of all thei 

appendent Miſch _— nay, we cheriſh and folter 
them,and for that very purpoſe bring them under 
tnc covert of Kcligion. He that has but a puny Tice, 


it he get it; like Foaſh conceald and ſhelter in 
t hc Sanl{uary. o Ln T0 nly 4 HIT Cs bat rergn 4 
Put on a Port and Maiclty, and appcar vencrabic 
UDOn th prercnc ot that Picty, whoſe r {Icacc 
and Neing It cvacuarcs and undcrmincs 


ISDEED Ga never arrives at fo luxuriant 2 
Front h.as when itt SIN UGAHoWe {£1 wand , which 
Satan fo well knows , that he has cver been indu 
ſtrious to plant it in that ſort. Thus we hind he had 
introduced the I. ſt brutit” crimes int the religt 
on of the Gentiles, interwoven them into their $ 
cricd Krtes an | MIyſterzes , till vVertuc and vice had 
changed names, and it became prety to be VV ick- 
ed,and profaneneſs to by Jaccccet And when that 
groſs deccit became detected byGoſpel iTt t,when 


- - 
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he could not in the ſame manner oberude upon 
(briſtians, he yet tound the way todo it more ob- 
liquely, and by ſtarting theſe religious quarrels, 
gave at once employment and reputation to the 
molt irreligious vices. For alas, what part of wild 
fury was there in the Heathen Bacchanals - which 
we have not ſeen Equall'd it not Exceeded by 
ſome intoxicated zealots ? Or what cruelty in their 
moſt barbarous rites, which has not been matche 
by the mbumanity of diflenting Chriſtians ? So 
that upon a juſt ſcanning,all our ſplendid pretence 
of SanCtity is bur an emulation ot Gentile Impuri- 
ty under a better name ; and while we damn WW 
thens for their Moral vertues, We arc yet fo {tupid 
to hope our ſclves to be ſaved by theirworſtwrces 
AN D now who that does cnough conſider can 
think he can enough bewar} this ſad ſtate of at- 
firs : That Chriſtianity ſhould thus ourt-run it- 
ſelt, and bring us round to Genti/;ſm again, 
whilſt her Proteflors ridiculoutly contend for the 
tule of the beſt Chriſtians, by ſuch atts as deno- 
minate them none at all. Thus have we inverted 
the remeficancy of that Sacred Name, and made i 
ſerve only to upbraid the contrariety of our pro- 
fice;, fo that that which was once the Index to 
point out all Moral and Divine vertwes, does now 
on the contrary mark out that part of the World, 
where leaft of them refide. This, this alone is the 
mize We have acquir'd with ſo much ſweat and 
blood, this the Triumph wc havc brought ro our 
Religion, which indeed could never have ſunk to 
luch a deſpicableneſs by any Endeavours but our 
Dd 4 onn; 


Chap. rg. 
own; for ſo long as Chriſtianity waged war only 
with forergn cncmics ſhe never miſt to be vifters 
ous, but fince that theſe miteſrine diſcords have 
rurn'd her force againſt ber ſeif, Bella ger; placui 
nullos babitur a riumphbos, there 1s no poſſibility of 
ſucceſs, the mere fight implies a defeat, and the 
ſwords of all Partics meet in her bowels, "Twas x 
paſſionate expoſtulastion that fulrs 15 ſaid to have 
us d with hcr two tons Antionme and Get 4, whole 
animolitics having prompted them to divide the 
Empire, which they were joyntly to have enjoyed, 
ſhe askt them whether they would divide their 
Mother allo; implying how much their drſcord 
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had rackt and torn hcr. And furc our commer | 


Mother may make a yet ſadder complarmt of het 
Sons, by wholſc unkind diſſent irons The is fo miler: 
bly mangled, that ſhe may cry out with the P/al- 
SILEEE + s At'y [0 T8”; amony ions. and I lye among ! 4 
Children of men that are [et on fire. 

AND nowit amidlt a!l our «smportunate pre 
fences to Picty, there be indeed any ſuch thing 
among us, mcthinks it ſhould give us fome re 
dentings, make us fadly confifger to what a depis 
rable condition we have br ug! 4 that very religus 
on which we protcis to hang all our hopes; and 
would God thoſc whoarc the moit nearly con 
cerned in this Contemplation would purſue it to 
the utmoſt; let them on the one hand fer the 
molſt pirttering FEMmMPrTarmons ro Diſcord , and On 
the other let them view the diſmal efefls of it.and 
then conſider at how dear 4 rate they gratihe 2 
tcw impotent Paſhons. Can any man without Hor 


land 
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rour think that his #hirf# of Glory has brought 
diſhonour to his Religion, and conſequently to his 
God; that his curious enqurrees into things ſecret, 
has helpt ro Evacuate the more «ſeful things Re- 
vealed ; or in ſhort, that his purſuit of his vari- 
ous intereſts and appetites has deſtroyed what was 
ſo incomparably more valuable, the honour of the 
Goſpel, the uny of the Church, and as many 
ſouls as have periſht by that ſcandal. "Twas as 
infamous a Character of mhumanity as the ver 
Peets could feign of Diomedes, that he fed bu hor- 
ſer with mans fleſh ; but alas, that barbarity is here 
infinitely out-done, when Men nouriſh far worſe 
brutts, their own unreaſonable luffs, with thoſe 
things that are moſt ſacred. Certainly were the 
raſtneſs of this guilt throughly weighed, "twould 
make men ſick of thoſe petty wretched acqueſfts 
they have thus purchaſed , make them fling back 
this price of blood, 1 ſay not with the ſame deſpair, 
but with as great remorſe and deteſiation as Fudas 
did the flver preces tor which he fold his Maſter. 
Tis ſure the crimes have too great an affinity, 
25 in all orher circumſtances,(fo eſpecially in this, 
that as the one was, ſo the other # molt trequent- 
ly the Guile of an Apoftle, | mean of thoſe to 
whom Chriſt has committed the diſpenſing of 
thar Goſpel which they thus evacuate, and doubt- 
leſs this 1s a confideration of great enhanſement, 
as that which fuperadds treachery to all the other 
peltilent ingredients of the Crime; tis the falſ- 
Hing the moſt important truft, for under words 
pt that fignification we find the office of the Mini- 
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every where repreſented in Scripture, as Ste. 
wards, Ambaſſadors, Shepherds, md condi 
ly the accounts of the fin muſt ſwell ſo much the 
higher. For a Steward to embezle thoſe Goods 
he undertakes to manage ; an Ambaſlador to be 
tray his Prince tor whom he ſhould negotiate; 2 
Shepherd to worry that Flock which he is ſet to 
guard, theſc arc crimes that double their malig. 
nity from the quality of the Actors ; and yet this 
is undeniably the Guilt of all ;hoſe whoſe profeſs. 
on having devoted them to the Ghurch, have impi- 
oully chang'd the Scene, and devored the Church 
to them, ſerv'd all their mcan degencrous ends 
upon her; and as Ghirurgeons arc Fd lometimes 
to deal with profitable Paricnts, kept Open, nay 
widencd her wounds for their own adz antagers, 

IT has been the Prieſts Litany as ancient as 
Foels time, Spare thy people O Lord, und prive net 
thine heritage to reproach ; but now alas, who ſhall 
prevail with them to do that themſelves which 
they beg of God, ro ſpare his people and his heri- 
tage ; to preſtitute them no more to their own ht 
nilterdeſigns, nor by their vain and endleſs cor- 
tentrons, cxpolc them as well to rume as contempt, 
He were indecd a happy Orator that could in this 
eftcctually intercede with them, though One 
would think the wonder ſhould lyc on the other 
fide, and the only ſtrange thing be , that they 
ſhoald cither need or reſiſt ſuch a ſolicitation, it 
being ſo much the concern of all that ought, as 
well upon the ſcore of advantage as duty, tobe 
dear to them ; ſo that the Church may molt apt!y 
ddrels 
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addreſs to theſe her Sons in the ſame torm S. Paul 


docs to the Philippians when he conjures them to 
unity, Phil. 2.1. If therefore there be any conſolation 
in Ghrift, if any comfort of love rf any fellowſhip of the 
Sp urit of any bowels and mercies fulfil you my Foy that 
you be like minded. And can it be poſlible for any 
#ho have taſted all or any of theſe, to think fit to 
#:angle them away ; to exchange theſe divine tr- 
1adiations, the Antcpait and Emblem of Heaven, 
for thoſe bitter drſſentrons, whoſe Alpha and Ome- 
14;their orgmmnat and end arc Hell, and doas lively 
ccpreſent as they certainly lead to the horrour 
ind contuſion of that land of Darkneſs. 

BUT it ſome mens appetites be fo depraved, 
thar they find more Mclody in diſcord, than in 
the harmony of the Angelick Quires, yet even 

theſe can diſcern Muſick in a conſort of Plau- 
dites, and ſeldom miſs to be attected with thoſe 
Eulogies which are given theamiclves ; and there- 
tore th ough they disjoyn the Apoltles morives, 
Phil. 4. 8. and will do nothing for vertue, yet they 
may b= preſum'd more conſiderate of Praiſe: 
And God knows, in a wrong ſenſe they arc too 

puch ſo; and ſure, as we have already obſerved 
by It, have made no {mall contributrons to our diſ- 
ds: yet did they mcaſure Glory by its right and 
proper Handard , they would find they _ all 
this while courted a ſhadow, and that the ſubſtance 
vil] never be acquir d by being fomenters of pub- 
ick Miſchict ; but the unhappineſs of it is , that 
ur Eccleſiaſtick as our Secular Duclliſts abuſe 
themſclyes with falſe notions of Honor , novel 


Opinions 
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Opinions and ſubtile Queſtions they think atteſt 
the pregnancy and acuteneſi of their Underſtand. 
ings, and give them reputation ; but alas, how 
vain an imagination is this * Who admires the 
Sagacity of the Viper, that Eats her way through 
her mothers bowels * Or who reverences a man tor 
the ſharpneſs of that Sword wherewith he commits 
his Paricide * Nay, what more infamous brands 
have Records of all ages ſtuck upon any, than 
thoſe who were Ingenioſiſſime nequam, & facund 


malo publico, who us'd the beſt Parts to the worſt | 
Ends, and with the greatcſt cunning and artifice | 


have contrived their miſchiefs 4 
BUT could we abſtract from theſe perniciow 


effefts, and ſuppoſe that this exerciſe of their F- | 
cultics were smmocent, yet ſurc it would be too | 
ligbt and 1mpertinent to become matter of praike. | 


He that ſhould ſpend all his Time in tying incxtri- 
cable Knots, only to baffle the Induſtry of thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to unlooſe them, would ſure 
be thought not much to have ſerv'd his generati- 
on. 'Iis oneot the certainelt Eſtimates we can 


make of a man, to meaſure him by the employ- | 
ments he chuſes,it thoſe be light and trifling, they | 


ſuggelt the Perſon to have low thoughts ; what an 
abalement of Majeſty was it thought in Nero to 
become a Fidler and Stage-player ; and Herodian 


tells us, that men hoped no longer for any thing | 


princely from Commodus the Emperor, when he 


had once liſted himſclt among the Fencers, and | 


inſtead of the magnificent #yles of his Predecel- 
ſors, derived from the conque#ts of great and popu- 


lous 
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lous Nations, aſſumed This, The vanquiſher of 

Thouſand Gladiators : And certainly 'tisno leſs a 
deſcent and diminution for thoſe who were de- 
fign'd by God tor the higheſt atchievements, the 
ſubduing the Kingdom of Satan, and pulling 
down his ſtrong holds , to devote themſelves to 
theſe ſo much rgnobler conteſts, and account their 
conqueſts, not trom the number of Souls won to 
God, but of Oppoſers worſted in Argument. In- 
deed, as we betore obſerv'd , they have now ren- 
dred the Ghurch a kind of Theatre, Diſputes are 
managed with ſuch Slcight and Sophiſtry, that at 
the belt , the Litigants du but ſet forth a ſhew of 
Fencers : "Twere well if they did not ſometimes 
play the Gladiators, by that wounding deadly 
ſharpneſs they uſe, and 'twould be confider'd 
what a change is now made : In the Primitive 
times, none that own'd any relation to the 
Church were allowed to be ſpe ators of thoſe 
Games , now That is made the Stage, and her 
able(t Perſons the AHors. But certainly 'tis very 
little to the reputation of thoſe who have ſo un- 
worthily debaucht both it and themſclves ; and 
therefore to all other diſſmaſrves we may add this 
of the Hncreditableneſs: For let men phancy what 
they pleaſe of theGlory acquir'd in theſe opportu- 
nitics of ſhewing their parts , the beſt that can be 
laid of them is,that they uſe Vi it fooliſhly, A chara- 
Ger whereof the one part devours the other, and 
leaves not ſo much as a mouthful of that popular 
air which theſe Camelions gaſpatter. Ina word, 
though w4in-glory be a principle I ſhall commend 
ro 


; 
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tonoman, yct in this caſe 'twere more tolerable 
if it would work the right way, put them upon 
what were really praiſe- worthy, and then ſure 
'twould cncline them rather to cloſe than wider 
the breaches of Sion. To inflict wounds on an un- 
reſiſting Patient , is a thing that requires neither 
courage nor $kill : Every man can do that who has 
bur ill nature enough ; but to cure them is an act 
at once of Art and Mercy, and entitles to the 

Praiſe of both ; and therefore if any mans eager- 

neſs of Glory have made him over-ſcc the way to it, 

let him now at laſt recover his wandrings , and 
ſcek it in this one only proper Method, 

BUT this is, 1 confeſs, a Topich of Perſwaki- 
on fitter tor Philoſophers than Dromes, and I wiſh 
I may have urgd it impertinently ; it being much 
leſs ſhame for me to have done fo , than for them 
tonced ſuch an Argument. There is another more 
genuine and proper, derived from the nature of 
diſtributrve Fuſtice,which requires a man to do his 
Utmoſt to repair the mmuries he has done to any; 
this is ſo ſtared a rule , that all our Gaſurſts :uſtly 
preſs it in all caſes of damage: But are there nor 
many of them, who while they ſo eagerly aſffert 
that obligation 1 in other mens caſes, do as Datid 
did in the matter of the poor mans Lamb, ſevere- 
ly ſentence that mjuſtice, whereot themſelves arc 
more highly Guilry? To cvery ſuch ' would ipeak 
in the words of Nathan, and ſay, thou art the Max. 
Alas, ſhall every little trifle 1 anche in from mM) 
Neighbour have weieht enough to link me to th 
abyſſe ; and ſhall thefts of the greatelt magnitude, 
the 
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the robbing God of his honour,the Charch not on- 
ly of her Patrimony, but her Peace, and the 
World of thoſc inc{timable benefits, which from 
a uniform conſonant Chriſtianity were to have 
been tranſmitted toit? Shall theſe I ſay be fo 
ſlight and inconfiderable, as not to hinder his af- 
c:nt to the hill of the Lord ? Shall the leaſt w20- 
lence 1 ofter to the perſon of an Encmy oblige me 
to ſatufation, and ſhall he rend and tear the body 
ot his Saviour ( who willingly expos'd his natural 
body only in tenderneſs to that myſtical one, 
which is thus violated ) and ſhall this criminous 
barbarity exact no ofters towards amends ? Cer- 
tainly no man can have partzality enough to think 
it, and it he do not, he is to remember b1mſelf in- 
diſpenſably cngag'd to take the ſame courſe he 
preſcribes to others, and with his utmoſt mduffry 
endeavour to repair the injury he has done. 

AND O that we might ſce this ſociſential 
piece of Fuſtice aſlum'd among us, that our imper- 
tinent ffrefes might be ſuperſeded , and all moul- 
ded into the one noble Emulation, who ſhall faſt- 
eſt unravel his own miſchiefs , and promote that 
peace he has hitherto diſturb'd. This indeed were 
worthy to be the united delign of all learned men; 
and were it once ſo, who knows how proſperous it 
might be : For though ſome fingle attempts have 
miſcarricd, yet probably one great cauſe why 
they do ſo, was becauſe they were fingle. When 
one Perſon comes with pacifict arguments to 
part an enraged multitude, let his Reaſons be ne- 
er fo convincing , they arc not like to be much 
advcited 


adverted to; the only effe# is , that he who de. 
fign'd himſclt the common Friend, is taken as the 
common Enemy ; but where many aflociate in 
ſuch a deſign, and make a party for peace , their 
numbers give a confiderablencſs to their propoſal, 
and prepare for their ſucceſs. And were there ſuch 
a combination in order to the Churches Quiet, it 
were more than poſſible they might undermine 
the contrary attempts of Faction and Diſcord. 
AN D why ſhould not every man be ambitious 
to make one in this ſo prous 4 confederacy , and rc 
ſolve moſt ſtudioully to endeavour the compoſing 
the Diſtractions of the Church, in which they 
may borrow ſomething of inſtruction even from 
their paſt guilts, and copy out their own induftry 
to this better purpoſe. This is ſure; our di/: 
putes had never b multiplied, had there not been 
a great dea! of unhappy drligence in nouriſhing the 
ſeeds of them : Every controverted Tenet has been 
heightned and improved, till it have ſpawn'd a 
numerous brood, ſo that thoſe who at firlt differ'd, 
rhaps but in ſome few things,wrangle on, till at 
Faſt they agree in fewer : Now were the like Indu- 
ſtry applicd the other way, it might ſure do much 
to the changing the whole Scene. It men would as 
nicely obſerve the Principles of agreement be- 
tween diſſenting parties, and with as much Art 
and Care fſcck to dilate and ſpread them ; why 
might not they as much overmhelm our Differ 
ences , as they have been overnbelmed by them? 
'Tis ſurc that thoſe Univerſal rraths, to which 
all Partics aſlcnt, arc, as the clearef! for their Evi 
dence, 
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dence, ſo the moſt important, for their Conſe- 
quence: And why ſhould not theſe, it nght'y 
managed, be a more enforcing motive to Uniry, 
than the more ſingular op mions | perhaps phancies) 
of ſome men, can be to Diſcord ? Certainly 
would but our Mo/ſecs's try what this rod of God in 
their hand could do, they would find it able to 
devour all thoſe of the e Magicians, Would they 
like Benhadads Ambaſladors, catch hold of every 
amicable expreſton, any thing that looks towards 
Peace, and cloſe in with it, they might probably 
ſce Effefts, beyond what can at diſtance be ex- 
pected. For ſure Peaxce is not ſuch a dry Tree, ſuch 
2 Sapleſs unfertile thing, but that it might frutt:- 
fie and encreaſe as well as Diſcord, were there x 

jſt care taken to cheriſh and nouriſh it. 
INDEED this Deſign is the only Anulct 
which can render it ſatc to look into controverſies, 
which are clſc apt to infuſe a kind of acrimony, 
and venome into mens ſpirits; For we ſce many, 
whoſe curioſity at firſt brought them as uncon- 
cern'd fettators, do within a while engage with 
all carneſtneſs in the conteft : but thoſe who ſtu- 
dy differences only with an aim of compoſing 
them, theſc have their thoughts determin'd and 
ixt, and ſonot left looſe to the enticements of 
any Party. Ariſtotle ſays that on the Hill Olym- 
pus the Air is ſo ſubtile and piercing, that thoſe 
who aſcend thirther, arc forced to carry with them 
vet Spunges, by that moiſture ſomewhat to allay 
that extreme tenuity which otherwiſc would be 
vadly ; and ſurc they that deal in controverſies, 
' Ee live 
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live in no leſs corroſive an Air, and therefore had 
need make the like provition, and carry with 
them this Pacrfick purpoſe,as a Lenitive and Emol. 
lient againſt the infectious farpnefs they will 
there meet with. 

AND now how bleſſed a thing were it, if 
we could once thus follow the things that make 
for Peace, that the numberle(s mutual enmities 
which are now among us, may all be reduced in- 
to one, that we may fight not againſt ſingle Adver- 
ſaries, but againſt War itſclf, and contend 
=_ nothing but contention. And ſure our vi- 

ory here were worth millions of thoſe petty 
conquelts wherewith men pleaſe themſclves, and 
which acquire them ſo little of real advantage, 
that the _ account which was given of Otho 
and Vitell;us, that the war would ſwallow up the 
one,and the 21&ory the other, is too applicable to 
our combatants, who are like to be equally un- 
happy in defeat or ſucceſs, The Spartans had an 
Order that when any of their Generals had com- 
paſſed his Deſign by policy or treaty, he ſhould 
ſacrifice an Oxe, but when by force and bloud- 
ſhed, a Cock only: from the diſtant values of 
which oblations, Plutarch obſerves how much 
they preferr'd the Atchicyements of calm and 
ſober counſels, before thoſe of firength and power: 
but ſure the diſparity is more eminent in the 
_ inſtance, where if we fight we wound our 

rethren, but if we wnite we deffiroy our Enc- 
my ; bafflc and circumvent Satans Maſter-ſtrata- 
ger, and not only worſt but eutwit him. _ 
this 


—— 
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this and this only is worth our Induſtry, whereas 
thoſe little defeats we give Each other, arc like 
thoſe in a civil War, wherein the publict is (till 
ſure tobe a Loſer ; upon which confideration the 
Romans allowed not their Captains to triumph 
for ſuch Victorics; and ſure our Chriſtianity #4 
very ill beſtowed on us, it it have made us fo 
much worſe natur'd, as to chuſe thoſe ruinous 
Conquelts at home, betore the moſt glorious and 
profitable ones abroad. 

TWAS Abner's admonition to Foab, when 
hewas ina hot purſtit of the Iſraelites, 2 Sam. 
2.26. Shall the ſword devour for ever? knoweſt 
thou not that it will be bitterneſs in the latter end ? 
And ſure 'tis more than time for our Leaders to 
make the ſame reflection, and as Foab did there, 
call back the People from following their Bre- 
thren :»Nay indeed, would they but attend, they 
might hear themſelves called back ; the great Cap- 
tam of their Salvation ſounding a retreat from 
theſe fatal skirmiſhes. Nenophon in the inſtitu- 
tion of Cyrus tells us of one Cryſanthus, who in 
the heat of battel had his hand lift up to #rike an 
Enemy, but hearing in the very inſtant the 
Irumpet ſound a retreat, fopt his blow. A great 
ſobriety of courage ſo to ſhew more Zcal to the 
vex1ng his General, than the annoying his Encmy ; 
ind an Inſtance of much reproach to our Sprritual 
lombatents, who have ſhewed themſelves fo much 
wrſe difciplin'd, as in ſpight of daily repeated 
walls to Peace,ſtill to purſue their Hoſtility : But 
re ſuch an #ſolence is ſo inconſiſtent with the 

Ec 2 pretence 
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pretence they make of fighting Gods Battels, that 
they muſt cither reform the one, or diſclaim the 
other. 
AND now if aftcr all that hath or can be 
ſaid of the obligation, neceſſity or advantages of 
Peace, we are put to the Pſalmiſts Complaint, 
That there are ftill thoſe that will make them ready 
to battel: it mcn arc of ſo untreatable a Tem- 
per, that nothing can be obtain'd of them ; what 
remains tor thoſe that arc Peaceable and Faithful 
in Iſrael, but ro bewrail thoſe Miſchicts they can- 
not redreſs? If the Church muſt periſh, at leaſt 
to give her Funcral rites, and it they cannot 
= her flames, yet to bedew her aſhes with 
their tears.” Tis truc,we cannot yet ſay ſhe is quite 
dead ; but though ſhe breaths yet in a tew pious 
peacctul Souls,yct like a Palſied perſon,ſhe = 
moves a Limb, ſhe wants vigour to aCtuate the 
generality of her profefiors, and remains rather a 
trunk than a body: and ſurc it there be truth in that 
Phyhcal Aphoriſm, which ſays, That diſeaſe 
which croſs the temper and conſ{1tution of the Fu 
tient are moſt dangerous; we may well conclud: 
her defperate, there being nothing more repug: 
ning tothe very Elements and Principles ot bc 
Bcing, than thoſe contentions under which ihe 
now groans. 

YET thercis an emnipotent Power to whott 
no Difficultics arc inſuperable, an unerring fy 
ſician who makes the moſt hopeleſs Diſeaſes, dut 
the Triumph of his Art. O let us reſort to hit 
and invitc his Aids in the ſame pathetick - 

whe: 
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wherewith he was ſolicitcd tor Lazarus, Fo.11.3. 
Lord, behold ſhe whom thou loveſt wu ſick : She tor 
whoſe ſake thou endurcdſt ſuch contradiction of 
ſinners againſt thy ſ(clf, is now by the contradicti- 
on of her own Children, languiſhing and cx- 
piring : ſhe for whom thou pouredlt out thy 
bloud, lies weltring in her own; Lord,ſave or ſhe 
pcriſheth : Were ſuch Petitions enforced and in- 
geminated by the daily breathing of humble de- 
rout hearts, who knows how prevalent they 
might be. In this ſcnſc alſo Heaven might fut- 
ter violence; nor is there any better countermine 
to all the outrages acted upon Earth than by ma- 
king them thus reverberate in our cries and 
prayers. 

AND perhaps th Conſideration will draw 
us all, even the moſt peaceful of us into the guilt 
of a negative Accecſſarineſs to the preſent Mif- 
chiefs, There are divers that diſlike our conten- 
tions, and blame the abettors; but yet with ſuch 
Lnconcern'dneſs and Indifterency, as that where- 
with we commonly talk of the combuſtions of to- 
reign States, wherein we rather expreſs our 
Judgment than our reſentments, and do make it 
more our diſcourſe than our concern. And even 
of thoſe who have in ſome degree laid it to heart, 
who is there that has not been ſome way wanting 
in the ardency, or frequency of his interceſſions ? 
Let every one ſeriouſly interrogate his ownHeart, 
and | fear 'twill witneſs to him, that his own pri- 
Tate concerns are much apter to excite his devo- 
tions, Let us remember with what paſſion and 
Ec 3 1mpor- 
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1mportunity we invoke God in our particular Exi- 
gents, and conſider whether we arc cqually af. 
tected with thoſe of the Church : Haſt thou been 
like Hezekiah, fick unto death ? And haſt thoy 
with him wept ſorc,and vehemently ſolicited a re- 
covery ? Has thy eftate been invaded by Oppreſ. 
hon, thy fame by Slander and Detraction ? And 
haſt thou with loud and carneſt cries, appealed 
to that God to whom vengeance belongs ! 'd haſt 
thou been in that condition which 1s proverbial 
for ſetting men to their prayers ? Haſt thou like 
Fonas been in a ſtorm, in minutely expeCtation 
of being ſwallowed up by the waves, it not the 
Whale; and in this Extaſic of fear, when as th 
ſoul was, as the Pſalmilt ſpeaks, even melted away 
becauſe of the Trouble, haſt cried unto the Lord, 
and even out-nois'd the billows in thy clamo- 
rous importunitics for aid £ Haſt thou in all, or 
any of theſe eſtates been thus affected for thy 
ſelf ? Then remember whether thy reſentments 
have been proportionable for that which is much 
better than thy ſelt: It rhe no leſs imminent and 
prefling dangers of the Church, have not as much 
awakened thy fervor, given as ſharp and piercing 
an accent to thy Praycrs, thou muſt needs con- 
feſs, thou haſt faln ſhort of what thou ſhouldeſt 
and mighteſ{t have done towards her reſcue. 

AN D it this Inquiſition be 1mpartially made, 
who among us can plcad net guilty ? And there- 
fore in reficEtions upon our paſt omiſſions, we 
are in juſtice oblig'd to redouble our Zeal, to ſay 
Over again Our Tepid heartleſs prayers, and in- 
flame 
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flame them with a Goal from the Altar; an car- 
neſt affeEtionate Concern for all that is holy, 
ſuch as may prompt us to cry, and that mightily 
to God : We ſee the Nimerites could do it when 
there was no viſible approach of __ but 
merely upon the preſage of a ſtranger Prophet, 
backt with the conſciouſneſs of their own Guile : 
| trar we more than equal them in the Jatter Mo- 
tive, I am ſure we far exceed them as to the for- 
mer. The miſertes we arc to deprecate being not 
only under denunciation and threat, but actually 
upon us, though withal ſo improvable, that at- 
ter all the black Catalogue our Experience brings 
in, our Fears meet us with the bottomleſs Pro- 
phetick menace, Eſay 5.25. for all thu bu Anger 
« not turn'd away, but his band 1s Riretched out fill 
Tis the uſual Occonomy of divine Juſtice to 
make our Grimes our Puniſhment, and to give us 
up to thoſe ills, which were at firſt, our own de- 
praved choice : and God knows we have too much 
reaſon to fear this may be our caſe: That we 
who have ſo perverſly violated all the bands of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our ſclves out of all 
inclinations to Peace, ſhould never be able to re- 
ſume them ; that all thoſe gentle breathings of 
Grace, by which exafferated Paſſions are to be 
cool'd and tempered, ſhould be withdrawn, and 
xc finally be given up to be diſſipated by thoſe 
Whirl-winds our ſclves have rais'd : That Ghr:- 
Fianity which we have made the ſtale and Pro- 
perty to our irregular appetites, us'd only as fig- 
avs to hide our ſhame, ſhould wither and ſhrink 
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into nothing ; and that we who could not agree 
in what manncr to retain it, ſhould ar laſt too 
well agree to renounce it. 

THIS alas, as it is the fearfulleft, fo is it 
the probableft Muc of our wild Contentions, ſuch 
as nothing but the miraculous FE.ftHuxes of divine 
Clemency can avert. O let us with all the groans 
and tears, ſo deplor'd a Condition cxacts, addreſs 
thither, importune the father of eMercies to pity 
, who know not how to pity our ſelves, and 
that though we have caſt oft all bowels, yet that 
we may find them all concenter d «© h11 : that 
he will heal our wounds ; and which of all others 
is the moſt de ſperate, out unwillmgneſ(s to be 
hcaled * that thc Spirit of Peace may ove rſhadow 
us, and impreſs on us the dove-like qualities of 
Mecckneſs and Gentleneſs : that he would reſcue 
our Religion from our Protanation,not by taking 
i from Us, but by contormang 1s tO it : F inally 
that he would do for us, not only above what we 
can ark or (/1ub, but beyond what we would wif 
or cbule, and not ſuflcr us to acquire thc Miſcrics 
we (0 Cape! ly purſue. 

THIS devine interpoſition alone is it that can 
poſſibly ſecure us, and indecd the ſuit amounts to 
no leſs, than that he will force upon us the Blel- 
ling we reſ7, anddo us good againſt our wills, 
which is ſo bold a requeff, that they had necd bc 
more than ordinary Favourites that ſhall preter 
it. Thoſe hands muſt be very pure, that arc lite 
up in ſuch an interceſſion: and therefore all that 
undertake it arc obliged to qualifc mO—_— 
O01 
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for it,by purging out not only the /even of Malice 
and Strife, but all other filthinefs of the Fleſh 
and Spirit : without This, we can never approve 
our ſ{clves to intercede in carneſt ; for what can 
be more ridiculous than to deprecate the rume ot 
Chriſtianity by the contentrons of other men ; 
when our ſclves contrive it by ſome other vice of 
our own ? This is not to defire it ſhould /zve, but 
that none but we ſhould &:# it. "Twill rhere- 
fore concermr thoſe who wiſh rhe Peace of the 
Church, to cxamine whether they do as much 
project for her Purity; otherwiſe tis a mockery 
co pretend ſuch a jealous tenderneſs tor her. We 
have ſeen there are more ways than one,by which 
Chriſtian practice may be evacuated, and it mat- 
ters little from whence that Wind blows that 
ſhip-wracks our Picty. Yet 'tis not to be denied 
that of all thoſe 1empeſiuorns blaffs, this of our con- 
tentions is the rougheſt and molt fatal. Tis in- 
deed nor a fingle guſt, bur an encounter and ſtrug- 
ling of ſeveral contrary winds; and God knows 
no poetical deſcription can out-doe the horror of 
the ſtorms they have rais'd ; yet for ought 1dif- 
ccrn, there is nothing that is leſs vulgarly accu- 
ſed, which I muſt account ro the Reader, as the 
cauſe why | have detain'd him fo long upon this 
Head ; and given'it a /ength ſo unproportionable 
to the preceding parts of this Diſcourſe. 
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The Gloſe. 


E bave now ſeen the unhappy riddle 
of theUnchriſtianncis of Ghrifians 
unfol, led, beve obſert 4 the Origi- 
nals and Cauſcs of That which 11 too notorious to all 
the world in 11s E.flicEts. _And though m this curſory 
view the Reader 15 not 10 think be bas any ſuch com- 
plete diſcovery, as ſhould ſuperſede bis own farther 
inquilition, yet as 1t may ſerve to awaken, ſo ſome- 
what to afliſt bis nduftry, grove him ſome light :nd 
v; bt into the wiles of Satan: and by branding ſome 
& chief of thoſe cheats which have robb'd us of our 
Picty, prepare for the detetiron of the whole Con- 
federacy : mathe mterim this Specimen may ſerve 
to Hop his wonder at the rainous cſtate of Chriftia- 
my, for though tis true that it was compatied of all 
the moſf incorruprtible materials, bad all the har- 
mony of parts which the moſt exati Frame and 
Compoſure could grve it, and ſo was qualified both 
for ſtrength and beauty, to have defied all the in- 
juries of Time ; yet while ſbe has ſo many Undermi 
ners, 'tis not Hrange to ſee her m the duſt, there be- 
mg no One of theſe, eſpecially that I laft inſiſted on, 
which has not eftr udtrove cfhcacy enough ; firſt to 
deface, and then to ruine her. 
BUT if is but an unprofit able acqueſt to know the 
Authors of our miſchiefs if we Hop there tbss enquiry 
beine matter not of mere Curiolity, but of the near- 
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eff and moſt preſſing Intereſt : we ſearch not after 
Malefattors for their acquaintance, but for ther 
puniſhment, and our own {ccurity ; and all our 
diſcoveries of this kind are vain, if we apply them 
wot to that purpoſe. Let me therefore conclude with 
this carnelt Petition ts the Reader, That he will 
not to all the native Defects of this diſcourſe, add 
this accidental one,that it ſhall be perfettly imperti- 
/ nent ; 4 mere waſte of bis Time and my own ; which 
it will inevitably prove, if it engage him not m an 


carneſt proſecution of thoſe Delinquents 1t hath 
impeacht ; and in as carneſft an endeavour to repair 
the Miſchicfs they have wrought. 
IN ſhort, let et ory man depoſit what he has bere 


read, not with his memory only, but bis conſci- 
ence, let bim there ſeriouſly ponder the Excellen- 
cy of that holy vocation, as $. Pau] terms zt, 
Eph. 4. I. to which he is call'd; and then 4s ſe- 
| riouſly confider, whether he haye, 4s the Apoſtle 
/ there exhorts, walked worthy of it ; if be find be 
| have not ( as alas, who is there that bas ?) Let him 
| ſearch out as the particulars, ſo the caulcs of bis 
Miſcarriages : diligently ſift out thoſe Fallacies 
of Satan, or his own heart; thoſe fly Deluſrons 
which have made bim att thus prepoſfterouſly a- 
gainſs all the Convittions of common reaſon, natu- 
ral conſcience, or Chriftian cxpericence; and 
when be has diſcovered, let hrm make no delay to 
reſcue himſelf from their Treacherics, but menfull 
break thoſe withs and cords ( which ave too weak 
to hold any that will but in carneff remember, he is 
4 Nazaritc, 4 Perſon conſecrate to God ) reſolute- 
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ly reſift the infi dious carcſſes of theſe Dalilah' $, 
which will deliver not Himſclf only, but the Ark 
to the Philiſtines. Nor # he to content himſelf 


with bis own {ingle eſcape, but to propagate the de. 


Iiverance to as many as he can; tet him blizas 
and Higmatize thoſe Impoſters ( for 1m 4combi- 
ning with them fo CONCEA them } warn and Call ton 


others 4g inſt thoſe jugling Artifices, by which him. 


ſelf was entrapped, and make bu own ſhip-wracks ; 


Sca-mark for the ſecuring the courſe of other Paſſen- 

gers. Thuu the EftcCt of Ghrifls admonition 19 

S. Peter, when thou art converted ſtrengthen 

thy brethren ; and a prece of that Fraternal charity 

we all owe to every particular Soul, to whom we bate 
portunaty to difpence it. 

BUT beſides that private Obligation, it be- 
comes 4 duty upon a higher, and more publick J4c- 
count, 1t being the only way to take off that Scandal 
we have brought pon our Religion ; which as it 
was not contratted by the irregularitics of one or 
two perſons, but by aſſociated and common crimes ; 
fo neither will it be removed by a few ſimple, an {pri 
rate Reformations; there muſt be combinations, 
and publick Confederacics is Vertue, to ballexce 
and counterporſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will never reco 
ver that priftine honour which ſhe acquired by the ge 
neral Piety of her Profeſſors, In thoſe arimitve e 
days there was ſuch an abborrence of all that was 
I8, that a vicious perſon was lookt on as 4 kind of 
Monſter or Prodigic, and like & putrified Member 
cut off, as being not only dangerous, but noiſome 


to the Body : but alas, the Scene is ſo chang'd, that 
tbe 
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the Church « now made up of ſuch as ſhe would then 
have calt out ; and "tw now as remarkable an Occur- 
rent to find a good Ghriftian, as it was there to ſee 4 
bad : and fmce ct ery thing # eſtimated not accordin 
to its rave and caſual, but frequent uſual Operations, 
th eafie to conclude, that Chriſtianity has loſt as 
much im its Repute, as it appears to have done in 
its Efficacy : nor will there be any way of repairing 
it, tl We be generally rendred lo a & . touts 
impreſfions, that our Lives may atteft its Force 
and Energy. 

NAT indeed "tw not only its honour, but its 
being # concern d in it, ettive Principles ceaſe to 
be when they ceaſe to act. Tou cannet hinder the 
fire to burn but by putting it out: and to ſuppreſs 
the Oper ation of 0: ar Religion 5 indeed to extinguiſh 
7; - at leaft to deprive 1t of its proper and ſpecifick 

: ſo that if it can be ſaid to be; "tu only by that 
Shall of fheech which calls a dead or painted man, 
4 ©Man : It may perhaps be 4 vizor for the Hypocrite, 
« Stale for the Ambitious, 4 waſh or tincture for 
the Govetous ; but where it # theſe, it ceaſes to be 
itſelf. The clicnce and being of Chriftianity # 
practice; and according to that Teft and proof 
thereof, where almoſt can it be ſaid to Exift mm the 
—_ ? We have indeed ſome images and ſhadows of 

: Some have taken its picture, but the ſubſtance 
a ſolid body s vampbed, reſoly'd into Air, and 
ſeems ſadby to have moraliz'd the poetick Fable of 
Sybills being worn imto 4 voice, We have turnd it 
into a mere noiſcand ſound ; nay, which « worſe, 
into an Echo, that fluttering complying woice, 
which 
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which reverberates every mans own language to him * 


eMen diftate to their Religion, and then will needs 
perſmade themſelves and others, that their Religion 
diftates to them, will have the rebounds of their 
own Fancy or Luft paſs for Divine Oracles ; ſo ſab. 
orning this Artery famtaſtick Chrittianity to legitimate 
thoſe pratiices, which the real ſolid one forbids and 
Execrates. 

T 0 this diſmal forlorn eſtate have we brought 
that which was deſigned to bring us to bliſs, berein 
far exceeding the b.arbarity of the brutiſh YSodomites, 
they would have wiolated the eMeſſengers of their 
ruinc, but we thoſe of our ſafery: We having not 
only neolefled, but wilified and reproacht the Em 
baſly ſent us from Heaven, and inſtead of embra- 
Cing that purity and peace it recommended to us, 
have done our Parts to make 1t forgotten that ever 
it was ſent upon any ſuch Errand ; and indeed ſoit is 
like to be, if ſome Heroick picty do not reve its 
Memory, and teach us to record 1t not ſo much m 
our books as lives: There, and there only it will be 
univerſally legible, there 1t would indeed appear, 
what it is in its own nature, the power of God unto 
Salvation. 

AND now why ſhould we not all Emulouſly con- 
tend, who ſhall firſt put off that ugly vizor we have 

t upon our Religion, and reſtore it to its native 
form ; efpecially conſidering that with its Beauty 
we loſe its Dowry too; forfeit all thoſe glorious Re- 
wards which it promiſes to them that preſerve it un- 
maculate. *Tis only 4 pure and undefiled Religi- 


on that will inveſt us in thoſe white robes, wherem 
Fe 


JT > ww i « @4#£q©o ou fi. -. a= 


—__ O'h . —_Y  *» O92 


we are to follow the Lamb. And ſure thoſe who have 
bere endeavoured to darken and extinguiſh all the 
rays þ = Light, that have lived as if they 
profeſs Chriſtianity merely in ſpight to detame #t, 
muſt never hope 1t ſhall bring them to ſhine as the 
Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, or procure 
them the ——_ of blameleſs Souls, No, ut pro- 
miſes no other Crown than that of Righteouſneſs, 
and therefore they that want the Rightcouſneſs muſt 
want the Crown alſo: Nay, beſides that jo meſts- 
mable a Reverſion, they loſe all thoſe preſent Joys 
and (atisfactions which true Chriftian pratlice would 
afford them, and which both in reſpett of the inten! + 
ncls and duration, infinitely exceed the moſt pro» 
tuſc ſenſualitics the World ever taſted. 

THESE are interefts that ave ſure Import ant 
enough, and yet we muſt be wocd to conſider them, 
nay, that does not prevail neuther, but with a per- 
verſe GoyneſS we huld oft ; all the ſolicitations and 
mportunate Calls of God are lookt upon asArtifices 
and Deſigns, as if he had ſome Ends of bis own to 
ſerve upon us, and ( as the Corinthians ſuſfpefted 
St. Paul ) meant to make a gain of us ;, we treat with 
bim as if be were the Perſon to be advantaged, and 
barter for Heaven with ſuch an Indifference, as if It 
would want Hs more than We It ; never conſidering 
that "tis impoſſible for him to have any other Con- 
ccrn, than that which his Compaſſion to us creates, 
and the more carnceſt and paſſionate That is, the 
more it ſhould excite our own care, it being the Ex- 
tremeſt degree of perverſe Folly, to abandon and 
deſpiſe our own Intereſt merely becauſe a Friend or 
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Patron conliders and prizes it. And this brand 
muſt lye upon every one.of us, who ſtill refuſe to dif. 
cern the things that belong to our Peace, after 
God has done ſo much to render them not only viſible 
but attainable. 

WHAT ſhall I ſay more, but conclude with 
Chriſfts paſſionate wiſh, that we myght in this our 
days, underſtand the things that Rh to our 
Peace, and O that the Spirit of Peace and Light 
would deſcend among us, illuminate ws with % 
true practical Wiſdom, which may convince us, 
that our Duty and Intereſt are the ſame thing under 
ſeveral forms, and that while we 1mpiouſly caft off 


the one, we do as fooliſhly betray the other. That: 


fo thoſe incſtimable advantages our Chriftianity 
gives towards both, may not be thus madly loſt, ſerve 
only as a price in the hand of a Fool, who hath no 
heart to it, Prov. 17. And to this end let us hum- 

bly and earneſtly im: oke the Father of lights, toillu- 
minatc all thoſe whom the God of this norld hath 
blinded, that after he hath ſent into the world the 
Image of his own eternal brightneſs ; cauſed the Sun 
of Rightcouſncſs ſo long to ſhine upon us, it may not 
ſerve only to involve us mm that moſt dreadtul con- 

demnation, which awaits thoſe who love darkneſs 
more than light; but that anſwering the purpoſe of 
our holy calling, waiting as Children of light, we 
may vindicate that Chriſtian proteſfion which we 
have ſo defamed, ſecure to our ſelves the light of 
Gods countenance here, and that of bis glory 
hereafter. 


FINIS. -- 
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PRIVATE 


DEVOTIONS;, 


KEFERRING 


To the ſeveral parts of the before- -going 
Treatile. 


TO THE READER. 


T is to be hoped that as this Treatiſe has enter- 
tain'd many; it has alſo had an effeft much more 
deſirable, though leſs comprehenſive, to mend and 
convince ſome. And whilſt it gave an account of the 
meral DECAY OF CHRISTIAN 
[E TY inthe preſent Age; has x invited a 
P at leaſt, to its purſuit and ſervice m theſe 
bopes the Author has been perf —_- to add this 
ſb Specimen « of PRI v A T E DEVO- 
TIONS, that if the ſober and conſidering Fea- 
der [ball find at any time his heart toucht and ſoſtned, 
he may have in readineſs wher ewith to auate his ho- 
ly flames,and aſviſt him in his aldreſſes to the Throne 
of Grace, | 
/'F | PRI 
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PRIVATE DEVOTIONS 


Referring to the ſeveral parts of the 
beſore-going Treatiſe. 


BLESSED Lord, who art ink 
nittly holy and happy in thy ſclt, and 
trom whom alone we derive the poſlibi- 
litics of being cither ; we proſtrate our ſelves be- 
fore thee, in an humble adoration ot thy abun- 
dant goodneſs, and a juſt confuſion at ourown 
deteſſable ingratitude: we were alicns and cne- 
mies to thee by our corrupt afteEtions , and un- 
godly works, yct cven to us haſt thou been recon- 
Cciled, nay bought the attonement with the pre- 
cious bloud of rhy dcar Son : thou haſt ſent him 
to be the propitiation for our fins; and (which 
is no leſs mercy ) to be the ſubducrot them too, I , 
{enteſt him by his divine Example and admirable FF | 
Precepts, to bleſs us in turning every one ofus 
from his iniquitics. Thou haſt given us a Law f is 
ſo perteEt, ſoexcellent, as renders our obedicn- I », 
ces their own reward, and yet ſuperaddeſt allo Bf n; 
an ctcrnal weight of glory to be its tuture retri- th 
bution : and leſt our brutal temper ſhould not IF on 
be atrracted by all this , thou haſt hedg'd upour I w/ 


way with thorns, anncxt a preſcnt uncaſinels, I G, 
and 
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and ſubſequent danger to our deviations, ſo by 
the mcnaces of Hell cflaying to fright us into 
Heaven : and to aCtuare and cnliven all theſe me- 
thods, thou addeſt the internal affiſtances of rhy 
Grace and Spirit to excite us to good, to reſtrain 
and avert us trom ill, and finaily advance us to 
the mcaſure of the ſtature of the tulneſs of 
Chriſt. And now, O Lord, after all theſe ob- 
ligations, all theſc aids, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be, in all holy converſation and god- 
lincſs ? But alas, to our eternal reproach, we 
have ſignalizd our ſelves by contrary practice ; 
blaſphem'd that holy Name whereby we are 
call'd, and by our enormous lives, ſcandaliz'd 
our profeſſion, and made it as eminent for vice, 
25 it ſhould have been (and once was) tor vertuc. 
Our knowledge of thy will ſerves only to inform 
us, whercin we may moſt oppoſc it; and while 
we call our ſclves Chriſtians, we commit ſuch 
things as are not ſo much as named among the 
Gentiles. Nay, O Lord, ſolittle do we retain 
of the power of Godlineſs , that the greateſt part 
of Men have now caſt oft the very form, deny the 
Lord that bought them, trample upon all that is 
ſacred ; and not only think, but loudly ſav there 
sno God. Thus inſtead of regulating our man- 
ners by our faich, we model our faith by our man- 
ners, and reap nothing by our Chriſtianity , but 
the guilr of Apoltacy, and the feartul CxP* -Ctati- 
me that fiery indignation which awaits thoſe 
<4 have thus trampled under toot the Son of 
God, and done deſpight to 2 Spirit of Grace. 
Ft And 
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And now, O Lord, when the toundations are caſt 
down, what can the righteous do © What coun- 
terpoiſc can the groans and tears of thoſe few 
who mourn in Sz be to ſuch general, ſuch da- 
ring impietics ? Yet O God, thou haſt in all 
ages ſtrangely condeſcended to the interceſſion 
ot thy Servants. O Bow thy Heaven again and 
come down, and hear the prayers of thoſe who 
delire to fear thy name: and let them not only 
deliver their own Souls, but obtain mcrcy tor 
this perverſe generation , even ſuch a mighty 
grace as may vet reduce us. O thou who did(t 
at firſt call us out of Darkneſs into thy marvel- 
lous light, recall us now from that worſe dark- 
neſs, wherein we have involved our ſelves, put 
thy Laws a-new in our hearts , and write them in 
our minds : Andafter ſo many Years, ſo many 
Ages of being call'd Chriſtians , let us at laſt be- 
gin tobe ſo. Revive, O Lord, that Primitive 
zeal and ſanctity , which may purific us to thy 
ſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works. 
And O thou bleficd Mediator , who prayedlt for 
thy firſt crucificrs, intercede alſo for us, who 
have under the nanic of Diſciples crucified thee 
afreſh : and though we have nothing to ſay for 
our ſelves, cannot pretend that we knew not 
what we did; yet let thy ſtripes and wounds, 
thy croſs and paſſion plead for us. Thou didſt 
once lead captivity captive, O ſtir up thy 
ſtrength again, and let not Satan now triumph 
in thy ſpoils, and deſecrate thy Church which 


thou haſt purchaſed with thine own bloud. O 
fa 


— PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 44: 


Ict thy bleſicd Spirit breath again upon us , that 


: even theſe dry bones may live in thy fight: ler 
s him ſo cfteCtually convince and reprove, illumi- 
£ nate and excite us, that we may cleanſe our 
1 ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, walk 
. worthy of that holy vocation wherewith we are 
4 called, and be capable of thoſe glorious rewards 
2 which arc prepar'd for thoſe who fight a good 
, hehe, finiſh their courſe, and keep the Faith'; 


where we ſhall ceaſe to grieve, to ſuffer and to 
ſin; but never ccaſe to live and to be happy: 
4 ſinging perpetual Hallelujahs to him that firs up- 
| on the Throne, to the holy Spirit, and to the 
d Lamb for evermore. Amen. 


— —— —_— ——_— —— —— — 
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GOD the Father of Heaven,the God 
of Angels and of Men, the Father of 
compaſtions, of conſolation and lite ; 


C 

VC 
iy 
CS, 


Have mercy upon us miſerable ſinners. 

a O God the Son, the Erernal welbeloved Son, 

ec by whom the {intul race of Men become the Sons 

Ml of God; 

ot Hawe mercy upon us, &c. 

"a O God the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of comfort, 

1k of holineſs and grace, by whom we receive the 

hy Adoption, and the carncſt of our hope ; 

nh Have mercy upon us,&c. 

oh O holy, blefſcd and glorious Trinity, diſtin- 
0 guiſht as in Perſon, fo in the various diſp:nſati- 
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ons of the work of our Redemption ; united as 
in Eflence, fo in the Acts of kindneſs and com- 
paſſion to Men ; 

Have mere upon us, &Cc. 

That it may plcaſe thee to create in us clean 
hearts, and to renew a right ſpirit within us, to 
reſcuc us from all the deccits of the World, the 
Devil and our own Hearts. 

We belcech thee to hear us good Lord. 

That it may plcaſc thee to grant that all who 
have been bapriz'd into Chriſt, may indecd put 
on Chriſt; ſcriouſly weigh, and induſtriouſly 
anſwer the obligation of their holy calling ; not 
reſt in the torm and outſide of Religion, whilſt 
by a retchleſs inconſideration they « cncrvatc the 
power and cfhcacy thereof. 

Ie beſl: frech thee, &c. 

That ir may pleaſe thee ſo to guid our confide- | 
ration, that we do not thereby more enſnare our | 
ſclves, cntcrtain thoſc deluſions which fatter us 
with hopes of reward, withaur pertorming duty, 
but that by an impartial advertency to all thy fa- 


cred dictates; we may be engag'd to a conſtant, | 
entire obedicnce, and work out our ſalvation with 


fcar and trembling. ! 


Is b: ſfeect chee-&e 


That it may plcaſc thee to open our Eyes that 
we may fcc the _ _ things of thy Law, to ' 
convince us that it is holy, jult and good, ſwecet- y 


| + 


cr than hony and the honv-comb, and rhat all our 
objecti onsS to it ariſc only from our bcing carnal 
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We beſeech thee &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to remove all our car- 
nal prejudiccs,and vicious prepollcfſions ; and ro 
enablc us to mcaſure thy precepts by the rules of 
right reaſon, and an illuminated conſcience ac- 
cording to the analogy of thy holy faith once de- 
livered to the Saints. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to infpirit us by thy 
grace, that we may not only approve, but obey 
thy commands, conquer all the diſcouragements 
of ſloth or vice, and cheartully ſer to the practice 
of Chriſtian duty , that ſo we may experimen» 
tally find how ſweet the Lord is. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſc thee to put thy fear in our 
hearts , that we never depart from thee , bur 
cqually obey thee in all rhings , not indulging to 
any favourite fin, but cntircly reſign and capti- 
vatc every thought to the obedience of Chriſt. 

IV'e beleech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to take theſe ſtony 
hearts out of us, and to give us hearts of Fleſh; 
ſuch as may melt at the apprehenſion of our fins 
and thy diſpleaſure. 

We beſeech thee,&c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to endue us with a 
rightjudgment, that we deccive not our ſclves 
with ſhews and formalitics of repentance ; bur 
bring forth indeed fruits meer for it. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 
That it may plcaſc thee to awake us from our 
Ft 4 ſupine 
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ſupine and dangerous dependance on a future re- 
pentance, and make us in this our day diſcern 
and embrace the things belonging to our Peace, 
ſo anſwering thy preſent calls, that we may not 
at laſt call when thou ſhalt only laugh at our ca- 
lamity, and mock when our fear cometh. 

We: beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to poſſeſs our ſouls 
with a juſt reverence, and right apprehenſfhons of 
thy eſlence and attributes, that we may not form 
our belict of thee by our own phancics or wiſhes, 
but by thoſe revelations thou haſt given of thy 
ſclf in thy word. 

We beſeech thee,&c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to reſtrain our bold 
Curioſity in prying into thy counſels and de- 
Crces, and make us wiſe unto Sobricty, reſcrving 
{ſecret things unto the Lord our God, and ſtudy- 
ing the revealed ones for the regulating of our 
lives. 


We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſc thee to give us ſuch an awe 
ot thy juſtice, that we may fear to provoke it, 
not expecting thou ſhouldeſt repent of thy judg- 
ments, when we do not of our fins, nor phancy- 
ing that any milder vengeance attends our final 
obſtinacy than unquenchable fire. 

4! C j e/ecc b thee, QC. 

That-it may plcaſe thee to grant us ſuch a 
[enic of thy mercy , that we may never ſay there 
15 n0 hope, or excule our incorrigibleneſs by out 
gelperarion , but that the goodneſs of God may 


lead 
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lead us to repentance , yet let us never ſo pre- 
ſume on it, as to ſin that Grace may abound. 
We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may plcaſe thee to enable us with all 
duc regard to obſerve, and humility to adore, the 
diſpenſations of thy Providence , not pretending 
to fathom thy ſecret intendments, but endea- 
vouring ſo to comply with all fignal diſcoverics 
of thy purpoſes towards us, that what thon de- 
ſigneſt for our wealth , may not be to us an occa- 
ſion of falling. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That ir may pleaſe thee, that from every event, 
whether National or Perſonal, we may (till infer 
the obligation and neceflity of turning from our 
ſins; that gratitude for paſt mercies may allure 
us to good, and fcar of impending Judgments 
may drive us from evil. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to inſpire the univer- 
ſal Church with the Spirit of Truth, Unity and 
Concord, that there may be no diviſions among 
us; but that we may be perteEtly joyn'd toge- 
ther, in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judg- 
ment, 

We beſcech thee, &c. 

Thar it may pleaſe thee, whereinſoever any are 
contrary minded,to reveal thy truth ro them; and 
in the interim ſo to allay thoſe heats our difteren- 
ces have caus'd, that amidſt the diverſitics of 
judgment , we may keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of Peace. 

We beſcech thee, &c That 


| 
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That it may pleaſe thee to deliver us from all 
the unhappy etfects of our contentions , and to 
rge us from all the criminous cauſes of them, 
and ſo to heal our breaches, that Feruſalem may 
again become a City at unity in itſelf. 
We beſeech thee,&c. 

That it may plcaſc thee to grant that we no 
longer dote about queſtions, and {trifes of words 
whereot cometh Envy, Railing, evil Surmilſes ; 
but ſo buſic our ſelves in practick durics,thar 
we may not fcar when our Lord comes to be 
tound ſo doing. 

We: beſeech thee,&c. 

Son of God we beſcech thee to hear us 

O Lamb of God that takelt away the fins of 
the world ; 

Grant ws thy Peace. 

O Lambof God that takeſt away the fins of 
the world ; 

Have mercy upon us. 


O Chriſt hcar us. 


Lord hat #7445; upon Wr., 
Chriſt bave mercy WpONn us, 
Lord have mercy upon us. 


HR Father which art in Heaven; Hallowed 
be thy Name, &c. 


O Lord dcal not with us attcr our Sins. 
Neither reward us after our Imquittes, 
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Lmighty God, who ſheweſt to them that 

be in Error the light of thy truth, to the 
intent that they may return to the way of righte- 
ouſneſs : grant unto all them that be admitted to 
the fellowſhip of Chriſts Religion, that they 
may ceſchew thoſe things which be contrary to 
their proteſſion, and follow all ſuch things as are 
agreeable to the ſame , through Feſus Chriſt our 
Load. 


Mercitul Saviour, who ſo lovedſt thy 

Church, as to give thy ſclt tor her, look 
again on her with thy compatſionate cves, who 
now needs a ſecond r<:demption, even a reſcue 
trom her ſelf, from the unnatural iflue of her 
own bowels. Lord thou ſcclt the miſerable ſtare 
to which ſhe is reduced, by our wild contentions, 
that ſhe has at once loſt her purity, and her 
peace, and is become an Acheldems, a ficld of 
bloud Lord where is thy pity and the ſounding 
ot thy bowels towards her, arc they reſtrained ? 
O remember thy old loving kindneſs, the love of 
thy eſpouſals, and as thuu wert once a Lamb to 
expiate her guilres, {o be thou now a Lion to vin- 
dicatc her wrongs; {trikc a dread into the hearts 
of all, who have contributed to her ruine, and 
make them know that who ſo touches her, touch- 
cth the apple of thine Eyc. O let not her (till 
link under the oppreſſion of our ſordid deſigns, 
and irregular appetites , nor b< devoured by thoſe 
who pretend to guard her. Give her Paſtors af- 
cr 
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ter thine own heart ; let her Prieſts be cloath'd 
with rigtitcouſncſs, and waſh their hands in in- 
nocence betore they compaſs thine Altar, O let 
not any vain ambition for themſelves, make them 
expolc and proſtitute the honour of their God: 
no aftcctation of that knowledge which pufferh 
divert them from that Charity which only 
Ger : : Grant that the intercit of Religion 
may {till be uppermoſt in their hearts, and never 
vail to Secular cnds, nor the pretence of truth 
cloak any exorbitant paſſion. Nay O Lord, r5&- 
finc even their Zeal, and make it ſevere to kindle, 
not conſume their Charity : and ro inſpicic them 
with ſuch an unwearicd induſtry, that they may 
always abound in the work of the Lord, diligent 
ly take heed to thoſe Hocks, over whom the Holy 
Ghoſt has made them overſcers, never tuning 
ahde to vain jangling, or ſtriving about words to 
no profit. And to all who arc under their charge, 
give meckneſs to ſubmit, to thoſe who by thy 
appointment watch their Souls; ſuppreſs all 
prejudices and faction, and let none be puffed up 
for one againſt another, but grant that by a duc 
attendance on their callings , both as men and 
Chriſtians, they may lcad a quict and peaccablc 
life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. And Lord 
let both Pricſt and People fo tollow after the 
things that make for peace, that we may adorn 
the doctrine of our God and Saviour, take of 
the Scandal our diviftions have given to thoſe that 
are without, and again evidence our relation to 
the Prince of Peacc : and O that our ways were 
mad 
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made thus direct, but alas, how little diſpoſiri- 
on have we toward it ? This change muſt be only 
the work of that mighty power, which is able to 
ſubduc all things to itſclt : and yet O Lord, with 
what face can we beg of thee to force us to that 
happineſs , which we ſtill refolve to refiſt? 
W hat can we then ſay unto thee O thou preſer- 
ver, thou regeemer of men, who have putour 
ſclves beyond all the ordinary methods of thy 
grace? We can only lay our ſelves at thy feer ; 
diſplay our miſcry, and leave thee to conſider 
thine own compatſiion : O let that move thee to 
do tur us whatever our wretched cſtate is in need 
ot; O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, conſider and 
doir, it not for ours, yet for thy Names fake: 
thou art Feſus a Saviour , fave thy people from 
their fin, and let us not [lide back by ogn_—_ 
backſliding ; thou art the head of the Church, O 
abandon not thy body, carcſt thou not that ſhe 
periſh * Turn thee again O Lord, renew her 
days as of old, ſanCtific and clcanſe her, that thou 
mayeſt again preſent her to thy ſclf a glorious 
Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle , and if ſhe 
muſt ſtill be militant, let it no longer be within 
her ſelf, but againlt ſpiritual wickedneflcs, the 
raler of the darkneſs of this world; till at laſt 
thou utterly beat down Satan under her feer ; and 
tranſlate her from this ſtate of warfare , to that 
of Triumph, and bliſs in the Kingdom of thy Fa- 
ther ; which thou O blefled Feſus halt purchaſed 
with thy Blood,and ſcaled by thy Spirir. To which 
bleſſed Trinity be aſcribd all praiſe, honour, and 
glory now and tor ever. Amen. O) 
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() MOST gracious Lord, who out of thy boundleſs 
compatſhon ro thy creatures, art never wanting in 
any means that may draw them to thy felt, we tlic unwor 
thicſt of chem defirc to pive plory to rhee, in a hearty ac. 
knowledgment that thou haſt in a moſt eminent and pecu 

ar manner abounded to us of this Nam forded us a 

the methods thar might eucher torce or allure us to obedi- 


CHANCE. FT 4 thou "Tf 4 { C411 i > & k. £2.» a” } \ th 
der tl y chaſtening hand, thou b et us mto 
and laydſt crouble upon our loyns, and dictt at © 


braid 4 id punif} our VO Uurrcary 3H4verie: 0 ir own | \ 
by giving us up a prey to thoſe of others : nd wihitntk 


judgments which ſhould have melred, fer v'd but ro Yardon 
us ; when We Iremed com Ions to tuve our! Kan r 
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Plagues, as they had betore thy mercies, what could we 


then expect, but to find 2 udoc nent worthy of © 
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able ways return t e captivity ot our zen, that we were 
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haſt tipnally atteſted thy ſelf ro be a God thir doe! 
ders, and yet we who enjoy the benefit of them, neith 
conhider them as wonders, nor thee as God ; but Arhe 
Itically dehe that Providence by which we fubfilt. 1hou 
halt reſtored to us our ſolemn worſhip, and we now (ay 
what a wearineſs 15 it? Can ſeldom afford it our preſence, 
and ſeldomer our hearts. Thou haſt broken the voak of 
wurping oppreſſors, and we murn ur no icls at our ti | 
Povernors , as it all that we Cefired to reap by the ex- 
. change, were the guilt of IPeazng evil oft Dipnminics 
Thou halt freed us trom tte burden of unlawſul impoſed 
oaths ; 
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oaths ; and we daily rend thy ſacred name b voluntary 1mM- 
pertinent ones. Thou baſt delivered our eſtares from the 
rapine of others, and we facrifice them to our own riot, 
and are never the more open-handed to our poor brethren 
for all thy munifcerce to us. Thou haſt reſtor'd us the 
liberty of our Perſons, and we proclaim licence to our 
uits. ; Thele are the depenerous and bate returns we have 

made, thus. O thus have we requited the Lord, and by ic 
have again forc'c thee co reſume thy ſcourge, and by a ſuc- 
ceſſion of ſipnal judgments atteſt thy diſpleaſure. And yer 
O Lord, who regardeth the power of thy wrath? Who 
1s there that repemeth him of his ways, or fath , what 
have 1 done ? Never any foil made fo1l: return to fo much 
husbandry, and fince we bring torth nothing bur Briers 
and Thorns, we may furely conclude we are nigh unto 
curſing : and O Lord, what can we plead to avert the Sen- 
tence, who are as tar trom penitence 45 nocence,or how 
Can we pray againit that vengeance, which we make it our 
buſineſs to pull down? Nav, O Lord, ſhouldſt thou as 
miraculouſly prolong, as thou didſt reſtore our Peace, 
yet what will that avail us, it it ſerve but ro fer us at greater 
hoſtility with thee ? Bleſled Lord there is but one mer- 
cy that we are capable of, and that is the melting our 
Nearts, at 4 it that cannot be done, bur by calting us into 
a yet more hery furnace; Lord do that or any thing with 
us, {o we may come out velicis ot honour Mmecct for thy ſer- 
viee, Bur yet O Lord, if thy gentler methods may have 
ny Effee, be pleas'd to continue thy long. ſuffering ; and 

though we have no Pretence to mercy, Yet do thou aſſert 
tune own work, be mercitul becaute thou haſt been fo, 
and ſuffer us not to deſtroy what thou haſt ſo miraculouſly 
preſerv'd. Finally O Lord, diſpenſe to us whatſoever thou 
ſcelt moſt apt to reduce us z and that thy outward applica- 
tions may be no longer in vain, enforce and enliven them 
with thy inward : and by the ſweet infinuations of thy blef- 
ſed Spirit, ſubdue our obltinate perverſeneſs ; and give us 
at laſt ſuch grace, as we may rot turn into wantonneſs, 
O 
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Othou to whom all chings are poſlible, who haſt done ſuch 
wonderful chings for us, work 4 yet greater miracle in us, 
and of a profane, ungrateful, licentions Nation, make us 
an holy people unto thy felf, that all ranks and conditions 
of men, may as univerſally and indultriouſly combine to 
propitiate _ they have £o DProVokec thee : that fo by 
brin ng forth frurcs of repentance, Wwe may elcape thy 
wrath both temporal and eternal. Grant this for his ſake 
who diced [oO Wars that de HVETanNcc for US ! fr ws \ nrilt Our 


Lord. Amen. 


For more particular Concernments, the Reader may 
be referred to the Devotions at the end of | The 
Whole Duty of Man ] m 129, ſold by 
T. Garthwair. 


FINIS. 


